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l-. At its ]41-5th pl-enary neeting on 24 Septenb er Ij66 " the General Assenbl-y

al-located to the lhlrd CoDnittee the iten entitted "Draft Decfaratlon on the
Eliminatlon of Discrimination against Women". The Thlrd Connlttee aliscussed the
item at its thl+2nd to 14)+5th neetings, hel-d on l- and 2 Decenber 1966.

2. In iesolution 1921 (XVIII) of ! Decenber 1963, i'ine ceneral Assembly had

requested. the Economic and Social- Council- to lnvite the Corinission on the Status'
of l{omen to prepare a draft decl,axatlon on the ellnlnatlon of dlscrislnatlon
ageinst vonen, lrith a viev to its consideration by the General Assenbly, lf
possibie, at its twentieth session. ft al-so invited Gover.nnents of Member States,
the special-ized agencies and appropriate non-governmental- organizatlons to send to
the Secretary-General their conments and proposals relatlng to the prlnclples that
mlght be incorporated in the draft declaration, with a viev to theLr being brought
to the attention of the Connisslon on the Status of I'/cmen. The Economic and Soclal
Couneil-, at its resuned thlrty-sixth session, transmitted this resol-ution to the.

Conmisgion on the Status of Women.

1. The Cc'nnission on the Status of llomen, at its eighteenth and nineteenth
sessLons, in l{arch L96, arLd in February-March 1966, prepared a text of the draft
decfaration, vhich it adopted unanimously on B March 1966.
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L. By }eeolution l].1l ()0,I), of 26 July 1965, the Econcmtc and SocLal counci]-,
to vhich the Conmisslon had trensnltted lts report, declded at its forty-first
eesslon not to embark on a d.etailed. discusalon of the draft declaration but to
transuit it to the General Assemb]y, together r'1th the anendments submltted, the
gutunaxy records of lts discusslons, the report of the ccrl!!0lsslon on the statu€ of,

Wcmen and the su nary records lertainlng thereto.
5. Consequently, at its tarentleth Besaion, the GeneraL AssenrbLy had before j.t
the text of the draft declaratlon ad.opteat uranimously by the Conmisslon on the
Status of Women at its nLneteenth seeslon, together r.rith the texts of the
arnendrnents Gubnltteal at the forty-first session of the Acononie and Social Cor:nci*
antl the sue&ary r€cord.a of tlie discussions on the aubJect at thet 
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report of the Conmisslon on the Status of l,iomen at tts nlneteenth eesslond/ €nd

the cuimary reco?d.s pertainlng thereto,!/ and the repod of the Econcmlc and

Soclal Councj-L to the General AseeorbJ-y at its twenty-first session.2/
5. Amendments to the text of the draft decfars,tlon wefe submitted to the Thixd
CctDnittee by Befsirg @/C.1/L.rtB6), the lye]oruss:tanjl]F (A/tr.j/L,rt+O5), Co16nb:ta

and Jamaiea ( A/c.j/L.*ot), c?rer,qut*.kr" ( A/c.t /L.!+oJ), Eee.
(A/c.-)/L.rt91.,unew.:. ), rn:W @/6j49, arnex rI), pol_and (A/c.3/L.L\Oo anrl Corr.l),

\glA/C .1/L.rtB\),ithe Union of soviet SociallEt Republic6 (A/6t+g, annex II),
-*+----'+-and the united states ol@ (A/61\9, annex rr). At the r4r+1rd &eetins on

1 December 1966 the representati.ve of rndia rrithtlrev the f,lrst tr.ro of her
anendnents contained. in docunent A/5J\9, annex II.

GE|NIAAI, DISCUSSION AND CONSIDINATION OI' THE DRAFT RESOLTNION

7.. At the 1l+\2nd neettng, held on 1 Decmber t966, tne representatlve of
Firf-antl introduced. a draft resol-utlon (A/C,]/f,.Atl/nev.:-), spcnsored by

A/65\9, annexes I antt II.
E/sR.l-l+1g, E/Ac.T /sR.5J9, 5r+o, i4a-54}+.

I

2/

2/

!./
2/

chap. II.
E/cN.6/sR.44o-l+\1, l+l+5-4h9, \:52, \.5\, 455, \51 and l+5r+.
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greece.ss+s6q ur,,rr., _ .ccrr .uu, ucr3qo1a. c3s.Ea fi1ca, F:.nland. Gbana.
uulnea, Hunserv, E919, fraq, Keryr Llberls. M€ Ll/ I/_aurlteni.s, !€:rlc:,
NetFerlands, N'ew Zealand, Nicaraeua, p+lstan, phllippines, RcmaFia, g€l19g,
Turkev and runoslavla - in rrhlch the Generaf Assffibly, con'iareri.ng the rarge
nuaber of Emendment' sutnpltted to the draft d.ecrar€.tron at the fo::ty-f,lnst seeslon
of the Econoeic end sociar- councir- and the tuenty-fir.t Eesslon of the Genelar.
Asseurbly, and, havlng been unabfe becauee of lack of tine to give aAequate
con'rderatlon at the cu*ent session to the dreft d.ecraration end the anendhent.
subuitted, *ouJ-d: (l) request the Econc,mlc and Soclal Co'ncLI to lnvite the
conmtsslon on the status of wa'en to revlev the text of the draft declat'tlon at
its forthc@lng ttrentleth sesslon ln 1967, bearlng in nalnd, the auenrhnents
subnltted to it, and taklng lnto account the d.lscusslons at th€ tventy-fr.r't
sesslon of the Gener€l Assembly; ana (a) d.ecide that the d.raft d.eclar€tl.n on th€
el-irninatlon of discrlninatlon a€ain't ircmen shourd. be given.htgh pr:iori.ty at, 1t6
tventy-second session in 1967 .
B. Durlng the dlscusslon in the Thlrd Ccmelttee, the viev r^,aa generally expresFed
that' when adopt€d., the d.eclaration on the elimlnation of dlscxlhinatLon agatnst
u.nen voul. constltute a slgnlflcant hlstoxical d.ocr:nent. I\,lany rep?e.entatlvee
expressed thelr gratitude to the counrssion on the status of ouonen for the
valuabLe contribution rt had naate 1n preparlng a dr.ft text. rt vas gener=uy
consl'd'ered, however, that further exstrlnation and r.e-drafting rfere necesaary,
particularly wtth respect to such controversrar- artlcles as articre 5, concerning
the status of vonen in civ - r-aw and ln the fanuy, and. artlcre r.o, rerating to
the econceic rlght' of voaeh. The neeat for slblrlclty and cJ.arity ln a decl*ratlon
of thls nature lrqB aLso stressed.
9, fn dtscuselng the drafb resol_utlon, nany relresentatlves expresseat their
regret that r-ack of time and the heavy a€enda of the ccnnllttee pre'ente. thorough
conslderatl.n of the draft d.eclaration at the cument seasl.n. The maJoftty
consi'iered'' hor'rever, that a re-e*an'lnation of the draft text by the ccenleslon on
the status 0f wonen, $htch had or.l8tna]ry been entlusted. by the Econonle arfl
soela"L council- vrth the tesk of Fleparlhg tt, wour-d be usef,u], 61nee the arhendments
presented to the councrl and the Thlrd ccn'tttee of the General_ Assenbly, a€ $er"r"
aB the discusslon' in these organs, contained l&lortent nev ldeas. Mor€over, the
cc@mlsslont $hose nenber.hlp had. recentr.y been enlarged, \n'ou-r-d have the benefit of
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the advice of lts new nenbers as wefl as the expdllence of those members vho had

already vorked on the text and knev the problems involved.. 'Finaffy' 1t k'as

consldered. that the adoption of the d-ecl-aration by the Assembly at 1ts

tventy-second. session in 1967 would nake it possible to give the declaration

rnaxinnrm pubuctty in 1!68, I,rhlch had been designated lnternationaf Year for
Hunan Rlghts.
10. At its fl+l+4th meeting on 2 December 1966 the sponsors of the draft resolution

accepted an oral amendment by the representative of the United Arab Republ'ic to
lnclude, in operative paragraph l-, a reference to the observations of Governnents

and to the discussions at the nineteenth session of the Connlsslon on the Status of

Women and the forty-first session of the Economic and Social- Couneif. Orel

a.nendments by the representative of Finland to add to the penuftimate preanbuLar

paragraph a reference to the lncreased nenbershlp of the Connlsslon on the Status

of Wonren and. to del"ete the reference to fack of tire in the finaf preambular

paragraph-fus subsequent.ly al-so accepted. by the co-sponsors. The draft resolution'
as amended., vas adopted. unanimousfy.

REC OMMENDAT] ON CF' THE THIRD CCMIJITTEE

ff. The Third Comnittee therefore recoffitrencls to the General Assenbly the adoption

of the fol-lowing draft resolution:

Draft d ecl-qra"b:Le4 onjllg el,imina-lion_og dilcrimlnatio4 asainst wonen

The Generaf Assemblv,

Reca]linA its reso.Iution 192f (XvlII) of ! Decernber 1963 in nhieh it requested

the Econonic and Soclal Councll to lnvite the Commission on the Status of Wcnren to
prepare a draft declaratlon on the e].iminatlon of discrinination against women,

NotinE vlth lnterest the text of the draft decLaration adopted ulanimously
by the Ccmrnission on the Status of Women on B i.{arch 1966 and transmitted to the
General- Assembly by the Economlc and. Sccial Council in resolution l-l-t] (XLI) of
26 July 1965,

!.gnsidegl3g that the large nrnnber of amendrents subnitted to the draft
decfaration at the forty-first session of the Econonic and Social- Council and the
twenty-first sessLon of the General Assembly and the increased rnerbership of the

/
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conrnission on the status of women justlfy a re-exaninatlon of the text of the
d.raft declaration by the Cornnission,

HavLnq been unable at the twenty-flrst session to g1ve adequate conslderation
to the draft declaration and. the proposed. amendnents thereto,

1. Requssts the Econcmic and SoclaL Councll to invlte the Connlssion on the
status of women to review the text of the draft decraratlon at its trrentieth
sesslon in Lg67, bearing in mind the anendments whlch have been sulnrtted5/ ana
taking into account the obsenrations of Goverrments as werr" as the discusslons at
the nlneteenth session of the Conmission on the Status of I,/olren, at the forty-first
session of the Economic and sociaf councif and at the tventy-fr-rst ses610n of the
Generaf Assenblyj

?. Deqides that the draft d.ecraration on the erilllnation of d iscrimlnatlon
against vomen shoufd be glven high prlority at tts trrenty_second. session.

6/ !4?\2, annex rrj A/c.1/L.L1\t/Rev.r, L.tl}j/Rev.1, L.IJBL, L.r1Bj, L.flB6,
L.140O and Corr.f, L.14Of" L.1\Ol and L.].hoc,.




