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1. At its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 

2521 (XXIV) of 4 December 1969 concerning the special programme of activities 

in connexion with the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the ~~ing of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The text of' the resolution is 

reproduced below: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the report of the Preparatory Committee for the 
Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of' Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, !/ 

"Mindful of the need on the occasion of that anniversary to evaluate 
the progress so far made in the implementation of the Declaration and, 
taking into account the various existing obstacles, to formulate specific 
proposals for the elimination of' the remaining manifestations of colonialism, 

"L Approves_ the report of the Preparatory Committee for the Tenth 
Anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of' Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and endorses the recommendations contained therein ~ 
concerning the programme of' activities to be undertaken in connexion with 
the tenth anniversary of the Declaration; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to all Member States, 
the specialized agencies and other international organizations concerned the 
above-mentioned recommendations for appropriate action and to report on their 
implementation to the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

"3· Requests the Special Corunittee, in its preparation of a draft 
declaration or a suggested programme of action for consideration at the 
special commemorative meeting, to co-operate as appropriate with other 
United Nations bodies concerned and, in addition to carrying out the other 
specific tasks assigned to it in the report, to follow, in consultation 
with the Committee for the Twe!lty-fif'th Anniversary of the United Nations, 
the implementation of' the above-mentioned recommendations and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session." 

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 24, document A/7684. 

Ibid., para. 22. 

I ... 
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2, As regards thz other specific tasks assigned to the Special Committee in the 

report of the Preparatory Committee for the Tenth Anniversary of the Declaration 

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, to which 

reference is made in paragraph 3 of the above-mentioned resolution, the following 

is the text of the relevant recommendations of that Committee: 

"PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES TO BE UN.CERTAKEN IN CONNEXION WITH THE TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO 
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 

... 
"Holding of a commemorative meeting 

"2. A special commemorative meeting might be held to which, in 
addition to Member States, specialized agencies, regional organizations 
and interested non-governmental organizations, as well as representatives 
of dependent peoples and. of national liberation movement,; whenever possible, 
would be invited as observers or participants. It is suggested that the 
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration might be co-ordinated 
with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, thus taking 
advantage of the presence at United Nations Head~uarters of a number of 
Heads of State or Government attending the United Nations Silver Jubilee. 
Conse~uently, October 1970 and United Nations Head~uarters might be considered 
the most convenient time and place for a solemn commemoration of the tenth 
anniversary of the Declaration on decolonization. The special commemorative 
meeting should conclude with the adoption of a declaration and/or elaborate 
a programme of action aimed at dealing effectively with the remaining 
colonial problems. In that connexion, the General Assembly at its twenty­
fourth session might wish to entrust the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples with the task of preparing 
early in 1970 a draft declaration or a suggested programme of action for 
consideration at the special commemorative meeting • 

. . . 
"Documentation on decolonization 

"5. The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and. Peoples should be requested to prepare, with the assistance of 
the Secretary-General and taking into account the various views and 
suggestions submitted by Member States to the Preparatory Committee, a 
succinct analytical study on the subject of decolonization with a view to 
mobilizing public opinion as well as the international community towards the 

I ... 
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full implementation •f the Declaration. Such a study should contain, 
inter alia, an analysis of the various aspects and manifestations of 
colonialism and of the obstacles to decolonization, a review of the work of 
the United Nations in the field of decolonization, as well as recommendations 
regarding concrete ways and means of achieving the full implementation of 
the Declaration without any further delay. The study should also contain an 
annotated index of the relevant resolutions and decisions of the Organization 
relating to colonial problems, to be prepared by the Secretariat. The above 
documentation could serve as a basis on which the draft declaration or 
resolution referred to in recommendation 2 above might be prepared." 

3· The present report is submitted in accordance with paragraph 3 of the above 

resolution, read in conjunction with the extracts from the report of the 

Preparatory Cororrittee reproduced in paragraph 2 above. 

; ... 
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I. CONSIDERATION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

4. The Special Committee considered the item at its 727th to 738th, 740th, 

744th, 7115th, 748th, 749th, 75lst, 758th ancl 76lst to 770th meetings, between 

ll March and 2 October l97f. 

5. At its 727th to 737th r>.eetings, between ll March and 13 April, the Special 

Committee held a general debate covering the present item, together with the 

organization of its work for 1970, during >Jhich the follmdng delegations took 

part: Uniac of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/AC.l09/PV. 727 and Corr.l, 730 and 

732 and Corr.l); Norway (A/AC.l09/PV.727 and Corr.l); Yugoslavia (A/AC.l09/PV. ·r23 

a::td i32 one Corr.l); Ivo:cy Coc:st (.~./AC.l09/FV .'(28 730 and 733 and Corr.l); 

India (A/AC.l09/PV.728); Poland and Venezuela (A/AC.l09/PV.729 and Corr.l and 

736 and Corr.l); Ethiopia, Madagascar and Italy (A/AC.l09/PV.729 and Corr.l); 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of 

America (A/AC.l09/PV.729 and Corr.l and 735); Syria and Mali (A/AC.l09/FV.730 and 

733 and Corr.l); Iraq and Ecuador (A/AC.l09/PV.730); Iran and 'Tunisia (A/AC.l09/ 

PV. 730 and 735); Bulgaria (A/AC .109/PV. 730 and 736 and Corr.l); United Republic 

of Tanzania (A/AC.l09/PV. 734); and Afghanistan and Sierra Leone (A/AC.l09/FV. 736 

and Corr .l). 

6. At its 735th meeting, on l April, the Special Committee, on the proposal 

of its Chairman, decided, without objection, to entrust to the WorkiLg Group 

for consideration and report the tasks assigned to the Committee by the General 

Assembly in its resolution 252l(XXIV). In taking that decision, it was the 

understanding of the Special Committee that delegations which are not members 

of the \,Jorking Group would be at liberty to submit suggestions to that body 

during its consideration of the matter. 

A. Dispatch of an ad hoc group to Africa 

7. At its 738th and 740th meetings, on 16 and 21 April, the Special Comnittee 

considered the forty-eighth report of the Working Group (A/AC.l09/L.624), which 

recommended that, within the context of the item, an acl hoc group of representatives 

should be dispatched for the purpose of establishing contact with leaders of 

national liberation movements from colonial Territories in Africa. At the same 
' meeting, the Committee Secretary, in a statement to the Committee (A/AC.l.J9/PV. 738), 

; ... 
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submitted, under the terms of regulation 13.1 of the Financial Regulations and 

Rules of the United Nations, the 1·eport of the Secretary-General concerning the 

administrative and financial im!)lications of the recommendation of the working 

Group (A/AC.l09/L.626) .. 

8. During ensuing discussions statements were made, at the 738th meeting, by 

the representatives of the Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and the United Kingdom (A/AC.l09/PV.[38); and at the 740th meeting, 

by the representatives of Yugoslavia, the United Kingdom, the Ivory Coast, India, 

the United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Syria, Mali, Ethiopia and Poland, as 

well as by the Chairman (A/AC.l09/PV.740 and Corr.l). The Special Committee 

then adopted 1-lithout objection the above-mentioned recommendation of the Working 

Group, it being understood tha·t the reservations expressed by certain members 

would be reflected in the records of the t1w meetings. 

9. Further, at its 74lst meeting, on 4 May, the Special Committee, on the 

recommendation of the vlorking Group (A/AC.l09/L. 629), decided without objection 

that the Ad Hoc Group should visit Lusaka, Dar es Salaam, Addis Ababa and Algiers 

beginning on 24 May, and spending two to three worldng days at each of the 

capitals. At the same meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Special 

Committee decided, <dthout objection, that the Ad Hoc Group should be composed 

of the following: the Chairman (Sierra Leone), one of the Vice-Chairmen (Ecuador) 

and the Rapporteur (India) and Ethiopia, Iraq, Italy, Poland and Tunisia. 

10. At the 7l15th meeting, on 18 June, the Chairman and the Rapporteur made 

statements concerning the work of the Ad Hoc Group (A/AC.l09/PV.745 and Corr.l). 

ll. At the [48th meeting, on 20 July, the Rapporteur, in a statement to the 

Special Committee (A/AC.l09/PV.7i+8 and Corr.l), introduced the report of the 

Ad Hoc Group (see annex II below). ·The Special Committee considered the report 

at the same meeting and at its [49th meeting, on 23 July. Statecnents in that 

connexion ·uere milde, et the 748th mc;;etine;, by the repres:.:TLo.-Gives of Ita1;v the 

Pr:ion C;_f Soviet Socialist 3e;ll_~l; lies and Spain and by G~l'-~ Rn~rp8rteur 2nd the 

Chairmcm (A/AC.l09/FV.7h3 and C:ca. l); and st the 7~9th me2tins, by the 

rc~_ T2SCntntiv:.=s of Iraq, the u~~i_-t,:::;d Rcpr..blic of Ta·nzanic..: Sy:ctu, tl1c U.lion of 

S:,vi ,_,-~ S8cinlist Repub lies, India, the United Kin?;dom, Mnd2so.sco r, the United 

St:;tes: Bul:saria, Poland and Italy and by the Cbai:c:nan (A/AC~lO:;)PV.ri49 and 

Co " ' 1 ) -.1. L • --- • / ... 
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12. At the !49th meeting, on 25 July, the Special Committee, on the proposal 

of the representative of Iraq and following a statement by the Chairman 

(A/AC.l09/PV./49 and Corr.l), decided, 'dithout objection, to take note of the 

report of the Ad Hoc Group and to refer it to the Working Group for consideration 

within the context of its mandate as set out in paragraph 6 above. In doing so, 

it was the understandirg of the Specinl Sommittee that the Harking Group would 

take fully into account the various vie<~s of the riational liberation movements, 

as contained in the report, in connexion ;lith its preparation of the documentation 

relating to the tenth anniversary of the Declaration. 

15. At the same meeting, the representative of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees made a statement (A/ AC .109/PV. 749 and Carr .l) 

concerning the matters raised in paragraphs 56, 51 and 52 of' the report of the 

Ad Hoc Group. Statements were also made by the representatives of' the United 

Kingdom, India and the United Republic of' Tanzania (A/AC.l09/PV.749 and Corr.l). 

A further statement was made by the representative of' the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees at the 756th meeting, on 15 August (A/AC.l09/PV.756 

and Carr .l). 

B. Special postal cancellation to mark the tenth anniversary of' the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

li+. At its !44th meeting, on 2 June, the Special Committee considered the 

fiftieth report of the Harking Group (A/AC.l09/L.655) which contained a proposal 

for a special postal cancellation to mark the tenth anniversary of the 

Declaration on the Granting of' Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

In that report, the Working Group recalled that the General Assembly, by 

approving in its resob.tion 2521 (XXIV) the report of the Preparatory Committee 

for the Tenth Anniversary of' the Declaration on the Granting of Inciependence to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples had decided, inter alia, that the motto "Freedom 

and Progress" ("Liberte et Progres") should be adopted to mark the event and 

that a special postal cancellation on that theme should be used by the United 

Nations Postal Administration during 1970. The Harking Group, accordingly, 

recommended, in the light of' the programme of the postal cancellation scheduled 

for 19/0, that the most appropriate time for the cancellation envisaged in 

connexion with the tenth anniversary of' the Declaration would be the period 

/ ... 
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between the opening of the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly 

( 15 Septeni~er 1970) and 9 Deceuoer 1')70. 

15. At the same meeting, following a statement by the Chairman (A/AC.l09/PV. 744), 

the Special Committee decided without objection to adopt the above-mentioned 

recommendation of the Harking Group. 

C. Suggested programme of action for the full implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

l. Draft text of the suggested programme of action, contained in the 55th 
report of the \'or king Grouo 

16. At the 765th meeting, on 25 September, the Chairman, in a statement to the 

Special Committee (A/AC.l09/PV.765), introduced the fifty-fifth report of the 

\vorking Group (see annex I below), <lhich included the draft text of the suggested 

programme of action that the vlorking Group, in accordance with the decision 

referred to in paragraph 6 above, recommended for consideration by the Special 

Committee '"ith a view to its submission to the General Assembly in accordance 

with paragraph 3 of resolution 252l(XXIV). The draft text is reproduced below: 

I ... 
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DRAFT TEXT OF THE SUGGE8rED PROGRJIJc~1E OF fiCTION 
FOR THE FULL HIPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION 
ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL 

COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 2/ 

The General Assembly, 

lEaving held a special commemorative session on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples~ 

Considering that by arousing world public oplnlon and promoting practical 
action for the peedy liquidation of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations, 
the Declaration has played and 1<ill continue to play an important role in 
assisting the peoples under colonial domination in their stn1ggle for freedom 
and independence, 

Conscious of the fact that although many colonial countries and peoples 
have, in the last ten years, achieved freedom and independence the system 
of colonialism continues to plague vast areas of the 'rorld, 

Convinced that the existence of colonialism constitutes a serious impediment 
to the maintenance of international peace and security and the development o:C 
peaceful relations among nations, 

/i. Declares the further continuation of colonialism in all its forms 
ana manifestations a crime against humanity which constitutes a. violation of 
the Charter of the United Nations, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and the principles of international lm1:J 

or 

/i. Declares that the further continuation of colonialism in all its 
forms and manifestations represents a denial of fundamental human rights 1<hich 
consti to.tes a violation of the Charter of' the United Nations, the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and. Peoples, and the 
principles of international la1<:J 

2. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples to 
as_hieve freedom and indep.::_ndence, and recognizes their ri3ht to struggle 
/including armed atn1gglej a(iainst colonial Po1<ers 1<hich suppress their 
aspiration for freedom and independence; 

3/ The portions of the draft text on which no agreement 11as reached have 
been placed in brackets. 

; ... 
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). Adopts the fol-lowing Programme of Action to assist in the full 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples: 

(a) iVIember States shall do their utmost to promote, in the Unitad Nations 
and the international institutions and organizations "'ithin the United Nations 
system effective measures for the full implementation of the Declaration in 
all Trust Territories, Non-Self-Governing Territories and other colonial 
Territories, large and small, including the adoption by the Security Council 
of effective measures against Governments and r~gimes vhich en,sage in any for:-a 
of repression of colonial peoples, which would seriously impede the maintenance 
of international peace and security; 

(b) Member States shall render all necessary moral and material 
assistance to the peoples in colonial Territories in tl1eir struggle to attain 
freedom and. independence; 

(c) (i) Member States shall intensiry their efforts to promote the 
implementation of the resolutions of the General Assembly anC 
the Security Council relating to Territories under colonial 
domination; 

(ii) In this connexion the General Assembly drmrs the attention of 
the Security Council to the need to continue to give special 
attention to the problems of southern Africa by adopting measLlres 
to ensure the full implementation of resolL1tion 1514 (XV) anil 
its own resolutions, and in particular: 

To 'Iiden the scope of the sanctions against the illegal r€gine 
of Southern Rhodesia by declaring mandatory all the measures 
laid down in Article 41 of the Charter; 

L: To impose sanctions on South Africa and Portugal, whose 
Governments have blatantly refused to carry bout the mandatory 
decisions of the Security Council_;_/ 

To give urgent consideration, with a vie~;r to promoting the 
speedy elimination of colonialism, to the question of 
imposi(lg fully and unconditionally, under international 
supervision, an embargo on arms of all kinds to the Governme•:rb 
of South Africa and the illegal r€gime of S0L1thern Rhodesia; 

To consider urgently the adoption of mcasLues to prevent the 
supply of arms of all kinds to Portugal as these enable that 

.country to deny the right to self-determination and independence 
to the peoples of the Territories under its domination; 

(iii) Member States shall also intensifo' their efforts ·to combat 
collaOoration -;JetT;cen the r~c;imes of Sout;_1 A:l'r-J.c~_ and Portuc;al 
and the illec;al, racist r~gime of Southern 101oclesia for the 
preservation o:f colonialism in sout.llern Africa, and to end 
the political., military, economic and other forms of aid recelvec1 
by the above-r:1entioned r~gimes which ena"bles them to persis-t:, 
in their police' of colonial domination; 
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(d) i Ic:-,ibcr States_ sho.ll 1.l3[;e a ·vi;joroLlS enG sustair'_eC. carnpaign a[£airwt 
actj_v~~--~j_c~-~ a:1C. practices of Iorei~sn economic, finar:..cial and other in-~erestc 
opernt.inc; in colonial Territori .. es :~·or the ~Jenefit and on bebal±-. o:L colonial 
POiJCJ_-s and ·their allies, as -~~tese constitul~e a major obotacle to the achif:;veEle.n~~ 

of' t~1e toals en'-bodiec1 in r-esolL'.-Gion 1514- (XV). MeDber Str::1tes shall consider 
the allopt:Lon of necessary ;Ti~eJJS to have their nationals anC:. cmn:po.ntes under 
their jnriscl.iction discontinl1.8 cnch acti·vitics ar.d practices. These ste.};;s 
should 3lso (~_itt!. at pre\rent.i.n:= the s;:tsteuatic influx of :foreiGn :Lmrcigrants irYCo 
colonial IJ\-:r:ci tortes 'rThich (ij_sru.pts tl:c i_nte~~rity and social, 90litical anc! 
cultural uni.-L,:y o:L t11e peO_l!lcs unc1er colonial domination; 

(e) /A further sustained nnd vie;orcus campatgn shall be carried out by 
all States-against all r.lilitar:'/ activities 2nd arranc;ements by colonj_al Pm.:ers 
in Terri·L.ories under their acJ.i"!linistration. Hilita_ry bases in colonial 
Territories constitute a serious obstacle to the full i~J.plementation of 
resolution l)ll~ (A'll) and e1··:;::'ective t11easu.res rrmst be ta1cen -rJY all States to 
en~;L~re that r:.o SIJCh base:::. arc csed -co su;)press liberat,j_or: D10vernents in colonia]_ 
Terr:i.tol~ies nnd that these -iJases a.rc clismantled itm~·tediately Oy those States 
concerLed 2nd that no ne1-,r bn.scs are established.!_/ 

or 

/fiember States shall also carry out a sustained anCl_ vic;o:rous ce_topa:LQ;~l 
ac;ainGt. r,lilit.f'.ry a.ctivitieG 11hicl1 constit:;u_te an obst-ecle C,o t~1e fu..l::'c. ir"pler,~e:·1"Lcr"Gion 
of' resolutl.on l)l~- (XV)j__/ 

(f) ( i) All f'reedcr:t. fiL:;hters unaer detention shall be considered as 
pr_i_s,__.-:_el'::: c~~· ·w:-~r and shf.i.~.l >e trea:,cd ln ac-~orda:1ce with the 
l'l~l.ev.:::int pl'CPiisj_Oi1B cf the c-er!Fv"cl Con·vcnt~~or: of 1)4); 

(ii) IJ:'he specialized 3GC~1Cies and international institutions 
associated 1-1ith the United Na-:.;ions sha.ll irrGensify their ac·civities 
related. to :~~~e iD-:_JleLLenta.tion of resolu·C,io~1 1511! (XV); 

(iii) Representatii.res of liberation raove~·::etYGS shall ~Je invitee: vl")eneve:c­
necessary b~;t the Unitccl NationG and o-L.her in·Cc:cnational 
orc;anizatim1s 17ithin the Uni::eci_ Nations f:~yste~J -to participate 
in an appro_p:-cia~e capacity in t!Je proceedings of those orc;3rw 
relatinG Go their e:ountrie'J; 

(iv) Efforts shall ~Je intens:i.f"iccl to IJrovidc -increcsed educational 
opportL1nities for -L.he lnha-::;:Ltants of Non-Self-G-Jvern:i.ne; 
Territories. All States ::;_;hell render gre2.·C;er assistance in ·Cllis 
.field both inci.ividuall:_:r -~·,hrou;_;_;h pro;;rar . .Jmec in -:.:,ne countries 
concerned, e.nc.l collective1.;y 1JJ' cor..tributions t~·1rcugh the Un.itecl 

(g) All Stntes shall t~nderta~~e w1easL1.res ai:ned at enhancing _rublic a11areness 
oi t:1e need for active e.ssistc:.Elce in the achievement of co:::plete decolocj_za-Gion 
ar.cl, in par-l:;icular, creatine; satiGfc~ctory conditions for activi-Gies by Gat.io:~nl 
anD 1nternational non-govern~~lent,al or[:;anizations in sup:~orc of the peoples u_nc1er 
colonial domination; 

I ... 
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(h) The United Nations as well as all States shall intensify their efforts in 
the field of public information in the area of decolonization through all media 
including p•blications, radio and television. Of special importance will be 
programmes on United Nations activities on decolwnizatio:c, the sit'.lation in colonial 
Territories and the struggle being waged by colonial peoples and the national 
liberation movements; 

(i) The Special Committee shall continue to examine the full compliance of all 
States with the Declaration and with other relevant resclutions on the question of 
decolonization. The question of territorial size, geographical isolation and limited 
resources should in no way delay the implementation of the Declaration. Hhere 
res<"lution 1514 (XV) has not been fully implemented >Iith regard to a given Territory, 
the General Assembly shall continue to bear responsibility for that Territory until 
such time as the people concerned has had an opportunity to exercise freely its 
right to self-determination and independence in accordance with the Declaration. 
The Committee is hereby directed: 

(i) To continue to assist the General Assembly in f'inding out the 
best ways and means for the final liquidation of colonialism; 

(ii) To cnntinue to give spe'""'ial ::cnside:ration to the views expressed 
cra:ly or in written communications by representatives of the 
peoples in the colonial Territories; 

(iii) To continue to send visiting missions to the colonial Territories 
and to hold meetings at such places where it can best obtain 
first-hand information on the situation in c<"lonial Territories 
as well as to continue to hold meetings away from Headquarters 
as appropriate; 

(iv) To assist the General Assembly in making arrangements, in 
co-operation with the administering Powers, for securing a United 
Nations presence in the colonial Territories to participate in 
the elaboration of the procedural measures for the implementation 
of the Declaration and to observe the final stages of the process 
of decolonization in the Territories. 

(v) To prepare draft "Rules and Regulations for Visiting Missions" 
for approval by the General Assembly. 
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17. At the same meeting, the Special Committee took note of the Chairman's 

statement that, on behalf of the Special Conm1ittee and in accordance with the 

relevant provision of General Assembly resolution 2521 (XXIV), he would transmit 

the draft text of the suggested programn1e of action, as contained in the fifty­

fifth report of the v/orking Group, to the Special Committee on the Policies of 

Apartheid of the Government of the Republic of South Africa and to the United 

Nations Council for Namibia for their views and suggestions. 

18. The Special Committee considered the draft text of the suggested programme 

of action at its 765th to 770th meetings, between 25 September and 2 October. 

Statements in that connexion >fere 11ade, at the 765th meeting, by the representatives 

of the United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Yugoslavia, Syria, the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, the Ivory Coast and Afghanistan, as >fell as by the 

Chairman (A/AC.l09/PV.765) and, at the 766th meeting, by the Chairman and by the 

representatives of Bulgaria and the United Republic of Tanzania (1:1/AC.lO',)/PV. 766). 

2. :f!!nen~Jents submitted by Iraq on behalf of a group of delegatio!'.". 

19. At the 767th meeting, on 30 September, the representative of Irag, on 

behalf of a number of African and Asian delegations, submitted the following 

amendments to the draft text contained in the fifty-fifth report of the v/orking 

Group: 

text: 

(a) The fourth preambular paragraph \fould be replaced by the follo>fing 

"Heaffi_n.ging that all peoples have the right to self-determination 
and independence and that the subjection of the peoples to alien 
domination constitutes a serious imped~1ent to the maintenance of 
international peace and security and the development of peaceful 
relations among nationsn; 

(b) In operative paragraph 1, the seconn alternative >fOuld be deleted; 

(c) Operative paragraph 2 would be replaced by the following text: 

"2. Reaffirms the inherent right of colonial peoples to struggle 
by all necessary means at their disposal against colonial Po>fers which 
suppress their aspiration for freedom and independence"; 

I 
I • • • 
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(d) In operative paragraph 3 (c)(ii), the second sub-paragraph in brackets 

would be replaced by the following text: 

"To give careful consideration to the question of imposing sanctions 
on South Africa and Portugal, in view of their refusal to carry out the 
relevant decisions of the Security Council"; 

(e) In operative paragraph 3 (e), the two alternatives would be replaced 

by the following text: 

"(f) Nember States shall carry out a sustained and vigorous campaign 
against all military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in 
Territories under their administration as these constitute an obstacle to 
the full implementation of resolution 1514 (XV)"; 

20. At the same r,Jeeting, the representative of the United States submitted the 

following amendments to the draft text contained in the fifty-fifth report of 

the v!orking Group: 

(a) In the third preambular paragraph, the words "continue to plague 

vast areas of the world" would be replaced by the words "continue to exist in 

certain areas of the \>JOrld, notably southern Africa"; 

text: 

(b) The fourth preambular paragraph would be replaced by the following 

"ReaffiEEJing that all peoples have the right to self-determination 
and independence and that the subjection of peoples to alien domination 
could constitute a serious impednaent to the maintenance of international 
peace and security and the development of peaceful relations among nations"; 

(c) In operative paragraph 1, the first alternat;_ve would be deleted; 

(d) In operative paragraph 1, the second alternative would be replaced by 

the following text: 

"l. Declar~ that the continued suppression of the legitimate 
aspirations of colonial peoples represents a denial of fundamental human 
rights and is in conflict with the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples"; 

I ... 
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(e) In operative paragraph 3, the word "full" would be deleted; 

(f) Operative paragraph 3 (a) would be replaced by the follmring text: 

"(a) Eember States shall do their utmost to promote, in the United 
Nations and the international institutions and organizations within the 
United Nations systelil, effective measures for the full implementation of 
the Declaration in all Trust Territories, colonial Territories and other 
Non-Self-Governing Territories"; 

(g) Operative paragraph 3 (b) would be replaced by the following text: 

"(b) In their resistance to actions which deprive peoples of the 
right to self-determination, such peoples are entitled to seek and to 
receive support in accordance with the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations"; 

(h) Operative paragraph 3 (c)(i) would be replaced by the following text: 

"(i) Member States undertake to promote in the General Assembly and 
in other bodies of the United Nations, as appropriate, resolutions designed 
to facilitate these objectives in relation to the Territories concerned, 
bearing in mind the need for the effective implementation of the resolutions 
of the General Assembly and the Security Council relating to Territories 
under colonial dominationlt; 

(i) Operative paragraph 3 (c) (ii) would be replaced by the following text: 

"(ii) In this connexion the General Assembly draws the attention of 
the Security Council to the need to continue to give special attention to 
the pro bler1s of southern Africa"; 

(j) Operative paragraph 3 (c)(iii) would be replaced by the following text: 

"(iii) Henber States shall also intensify their efforts to oppose 
any collaboration between the regimes of South Africa and Portugul and 
the illegal racist regime of Southern Rhodesia for the preservation of 
co.lonialisn in southern Africa 11

; 

(k) Operative paragra;oh 3 (d) ;rould be replaced by the follmfing text: 

" (d) Member States sh::~ll take steps to discourage and linli t the 
activities of any foreign economic interests operating in Non-Self­
Governing Territories which are prejudicial to the interests of the 
peoples concerned and which, in consequence, may impede the attainment 
of self-deter,;lination, freedom and independence"; 

I .. . 
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(l) In operative paragraph 3 (e), the t1·IO alt<ernatives would be dGlet<ed; 

(m) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(i) would be replaced by the follm1ing text: 

"(i) All freedom fighters under detention shall be extended humane 
tr<eatment in accordanc<e >~ith the humanitarian principles outlined in the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of 1•Tar"; 

(n) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(ii) would be replaced by the follm1ing text: 

" ( ii) Ih<= specialized agencies and international institutions 
associated with the United Nations shall, to the extent consistent with 
their r<espective statutes, intensify their activities relating to the 
implem<entation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)"; 

(o) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(iii) would be deleted; 

(p) In operative paragraph 3 (g) the phrase preceded by the words "and, 

in particular" would be deleted; 

(q) In operative paragraph 3 (i), the introductory paragraph would be 

replaced by the following text: 

"(i) The Special Committee shall continue to bear the responsibility 
for examining the question of decolonization until such time as the peoples 
of the Territories under study have had an opportunity to exercise freely 
their right to self-deterBination, freedom and independence. The Committee 
is hereby requested:". 

21. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of Italy, 

the United Tiepublic of Tanzania, Mali, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, the United Kingdom and the United States, as uell as by the 

Chairman (AjAC.lGS/PV. 767). 

4. Draft text of the suggested programme of action proposed by_Ita;Ly on 
beha;L:(of_ a-grm;_p;.,"f1e1e-;;:ti01os · 

22. At the 768th r.reeting, on 1 October, the representative of Ital:;c, on behalf 

of a grou~' of delegations, submitted a draft text (see Annex I belmr) of the 

suggested programJUe of action for consideration by the Special Committee. Statements 

in that connexion were made by the representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Poland and the United Republic of Tanzania, as well as by the Chairman 

(A/AC.l09;PV. 768). 

I ... 



A/8o86 
English 
Page 18 

23. At the 770th ~eeting, on 2 October, the representative of Italy, on 

behalf of the group of delegations, informed the Special Co~ittee that the 

above proposal would not be pressed to a vote (A/AC.l09/PV.770). 

5. Other amen~ents to t~~!!_~ext contained in the 55th report of the 
Horking Grour, 

24. At the 769th and 770th meetings, on 2 October, further amen~ents to the 

draft text contained in the fifty-fifth report of the Working Group, were 

submitted orally, as follows: 

(a) In the third preambular paragraph, India, on behalf of the same 

delegations referred to in paragraph 20 abov8, proposed that the >rords "continues 

to plague vast areas of the world" should 'be replaced by the words "continues 

to exist in many areas of the world''; 

{b) In operative paragr-«ph l, Ec~ proposed that the words "against 

h1mani ty" should be deleted; 

{c) In orerativc paragraph 3 {c){iii), India, on behalf of the same 

delegations referl"ed to in paragraph 20 above, proposed that the word "combat" 

should be replaced by the word "oppose"; 

(d) In operative paragraph 3 (f)(i), the United Republic of Tanzania 

proposed that the words "considers as prisoners of war and shall be" should be 

deleted and that, at the end of the paragraph, the words "relative to the treatment 

of Prisoners of Har" should be added; 

{e) In operative paragraph 3 (i), the United Kingdom proposed that the 

following new sub-paragraph should be inserted between the second and third 

sub-paragraphs : 

"(iii) Having regard to the special problems of small Territories 
and the effect of these on progress in decolonization in Territories 
outside Africa, to take into account tho fact that in appropriate cases 
tho exercise of the right to ·self-detennination and independence may 
be attained by various means, namely full independence as a separate 
State, or by free association with another sovereign State, or by 
integration with another sovereign Stateu .. 

I 
I " • • 
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25. At its 769th and 770th meetings, on 2 October, the Special Committee voted 

on the draft text contained in the fifty-fifth report of the Horking Group and 

the amendments thereta (see paragraphs 19, 20 and 24 above), as follo1<1s: 

(a) The second preambular paragraph was adopted .,,Jithout objection. 

(b) Third preambular paragraph -

The amendment by India (see paragraph 24(a) above) was adopted by 17 votes 

to none, •;,rith 2 abstentions. 

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(a) above) was not pressed to 

a vote. 

The third preambular paragraph, as amended, was adopted without objection. 

(c) Fourth preambular paragraph -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(b) above) Has withdraHn. 

The amendment by Iraq (see paragraph 19(a) above) was adopted by 18 votes 

to 1, with 1 abstention. 

(d) Operative paragraph 1 -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(c) above) Has rejected by 

14 votes to 3, with 2 abstentions. 

The amendment of Iraq (see paragraph 19(b) above) was adopted by 14 votes 

to 1, with 4 abstentions. 

The amendment by Ecuador (see paragraph 24(b) above) Has adopted by 13 votes 

to 3, 1-!ith 4 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 1, as amended, Has adopted by a roll-call vote of 17 

to 3, with 1 abstention. The result of the voting >Jas as fallows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Ecuador, Ethiopia, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Madagascar, l'1ali, Poland, Sierra Leone, Syria, Tunisia, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Against_: Italy, Unitced Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

Abstain_i_gg: Nonmy. 

(e) Operative paragraph 2 -

The amendment by Iraq (see paragraph l9(c) above) >ms adopted by 17 votes 

to none, with 4 abstentions. 

; ... 
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(f) Operative paragraph 3 -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(e) above) was rejected by 

15 votes to 2, with 2 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 3 was adopted without a vote. 

(g) Operative paragraph 3 (a) (introductory paragraph) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(f) above) was rejected by 

14 votes to 4. 

Operative paragraph 3 (a) was adopted by 18 votes to none, with 3 abstentions. 

(h) Operative paragraph 3 (b) -

The United Si;ates amendment (see paragraph 20(g) above) was rejected by 

14 votes to 4, with 3 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 3 (h) Has adopted by 18 votes to none, with 3 abstentions. 

(i) Operative paragraph 3 (c)(i) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(h) above) was rejected by 

14 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 3 (c)(i) 1oras adopted by 16 votes to none, with 4 

abstentions. 

(j) Operative paragraph 3 (c)(ii) -

The United States amendoent (see paragraph 20(i) above) 1>'as rejected by 

15 votes to 4, with 1 a bs tent ion. 

The amendment by Iraq (see paragraph 19(d) above) was adopted by 16 votes 

to 2, with 3 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 3 (c)(ii), as a Hhole, as amended, Has adopted by 16 

votes to 2, 1vith 2 abstentions~ 

(k) Operative paragraph 3 (c)(iii) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(j) above) wa" rejected by 

15 votes to 2, with 2 abstentions. 

The amendment by India (see paragraph 2i+(c) above) was adopted without 

objection. 

Operative paragraph 3 (c) (iii), as amended, 1·ms adopted by 19 votes to 2. 

(1) Operative paragraph 3 (ci) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(k) above) was rejected by 

12 votes to ) , with 1 abstention. 

Operative paragraph 3 (d) 11as adopted by 13 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions. 

/ ... 



(m) Operotive paragraph 3 (e) -

A/8086 
English 
Page cl 

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(1) above) was rejected by 

16 votes to 4. 

The amendment by Iraq (see paragraph 19(e) above) was adopted by 11 votes 

to 2, Hith 6 abstentior:.s. 

(n) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(i) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(m) above) was rejected by 

12 votes to ~' with 5 abstentions. 

The Tanzanian amendments (see paragraph 24(d) above) '"ere adopted without 

objection. 

Operative paragraph 3 (f)(i), as amended, >~as adopted by 19 votes to none, 

with 2 abstentions. 

(o) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(ii) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(n) above) was rejected by 

13 votes to 4, >~ith 4 abstentions. 

Operative paragraph 3 (f)(ii) was adopted by 19 votes to none, with 

(p) Operative paragraph 3 (f)(iii) -

The United States amenwnent (see paragraph 20( o) above) was rejected by 

16 votes to 4, with 1 abstention. 

Operative paragraph 3 (f)(iii) was adopted by 19 votes to none, with 2 

abstentions. 

(q) Operative paragraph 3 (f) (iv) was adopted without objection. 

(r) Operative paragraph 3 (g) -

The Unii:;ed States amendment (see paragraph 20(p) above) was rejected by 

16 votes to lf. 

Operative paragraph 3 (g) \Jas adopted by 19 votes to none, \·lith 2 abstentions. 

(s) Operative paragraph 3 (h) was adopted without objection. 

(t) Operative paragraph 3 (i) -

The United States amendment (see paragraph 20(q) above) was rejected by 

15 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions. 

The United Kingdom amendment (see paragraph 24(e) above) "as withdrawn. 

The first sentence of op<erative paragraph 3 (i), on which a separate vote was 

requested by the United Kingdom, •,ms approved by 20 votes to 1, with 1 abstent·ion. 

/ ... 
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(u) Operative paragraph 3 (i) (v) was adopted by 15 votes to 1, with 

3 abstentions. 

(v) Operative paragraph 3 (i) (i) to (v), as a whole, was adopted by 20 votes 

to none, with 2 abstentions. 

(w) First preambular paragraph -

The Special Corr®ittee decided without objection to maintain the first 

preambular paragraph in its present form, pending the decision by the General 

Assemoly concerning the timing and modalities for the commemoration of the tenth 

anniversary of the Declaration (see section D below). 

26. At its 770th meeting, the Special Committee adopted the draft text as a 

whole, as mrcended, by a roll-call vote of 18 to 2, with 2 abstentions (see 

paragraph 40 below). The result of the voting uas as fallows: 

ln favour: Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Ecuador, Ethiopia, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali, Poland, Sierra Leone, Syria, 
Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America. 

Abstaining: Italy, Nor,,ay. 

27. At the 769th and TrOth neetinzs; stutements in connexion T"'i ~h the voting ~·,'e::cs 

made by the following delegations (A/AC.l09/PV.769 and 770) with respect to 

specific paragraphs and a~tendments relate1 thereto: 

Concerning 

(769th n:eeting) 

third preambular paragraph 

fourth preambular paragraph 

operative paragraph 1 

Delegation~ 

India, United Kingdom, United Republic of 
Tanzania, USSR 

Afghanistan, United States, United Kingdom 

India, Iran, Afghanistan, Ira~, Venezuela, 
United Ilepublic of Tanzania, Tunisia, 
United States, Bulgaria, United Kingdom, 
Ecuador, Sierra Leone, USSR, Poland, Syria, 
Ethiopia, Yugoslavia 

~ References relate to one or more interventions. 

j. <. 



Concerning 

(769th meeting) (continued) 

operative paragraph 2 

operative paragraph 3 (a) 

operative paragraph 3 (b) 

operative paragraph 3 (c) (ii) 

operative paragraph 3 (c) (iii) 

(770th meeting) 

operative paragraph 3 (d) 

operative paragraph 3 (e) 

operative paragraph 3 (f) (i) 

operative paragraph 3 (f) (ii) 

operative paragraph 3 (f) (iii) 

operative paragraph 3 (f) (iv) 

operative paragraph 3 (h) 

operative paragraph 3 (i) 

operative paragraph 3 (i) (v) 

Delegation~ 

United Kingdom 
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Ecuador, United Republic of Tanzania, 
USSR, United Kingdom 

Venezuela, United Kingdcm 

United Kingdom, Ecuador 

India, United States, Venezuela, United 
Kingdom 

United Kingdom, India 

Venezuela, United Kingdom, Syria 

India, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States 

Bulgaria 

United States, United Kingdom 

Venezuela 

United Kingdom 

United Kingdom, India, USSR, Venezuela, 
United States, Ecuador, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Iraq 

Ecuador, USSR, Poland, India 

28. At the 770th meeting, statements were made by the following delegations 

concerning the draft text, as a whole, as amended: Norway, the United States, 

the Ivory Coast, Italy, Madagascar, India, the USSR, Y11.goslavia, the United 

Kingdom, the United Republic of Tanzania, Syria, Si.erra Leone, Poland, Ecuador, 

Venezuela, Bulgaria, Ethiopia and Afghanistan (A/AC.l09/PV .. 770). 

29. At the same meeting, the Chairman made a statement (A/AC .. l09/PV.770). 

/ ... 
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D. Holding of a s~ecial commemorative meeting to mark the tenth anniversary 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-pendence to Colonial Countries 
ar:d F"oples 

30. At its 77oth meeting, on 2 October, the Special Committee recalled that the 

General Assembly, in paragraph 7 of resolution 2499 A (XXIV) of 31 October 1969 

concerning the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, 

decided that "the same period of the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 

of the United Nations should provide an opportunity for the celebration of the 

tenth anniversary of the ~eclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples, which should conclude with the adoption of an appropriate 

document by the General Assembly during the commemorative session". 

31. The Special Committee noted in that connexion that, on ll September, the 

Chairman of the Special Committee, in the light of paragraph 3 of General 

Assembly resolution 2521 (XXIV), transmitted to the Chairman of the Committee for 

the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the United Nations the following views of the 

Working Group of the Special Committee concerning the modalities for the 

commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration: 

(a) During the commemorative session scheduled for 14 to 24 October, one 

meeting (or a substantial portion thereof) of the General Assembly should be set 

aside for the commemorati.on o:f the tenth anniversary of the Declaration; 

(b) The commemoratiCJn might take the form of addresses to be delivered by 

the President of the General Assembly, the Chairman of the Special Committee and 

by the Secretary-General of the United Nations; 

(c) In view of the solemnity of the occasion, and since references to the 

suggested programme of action would no doubt be made during the commemorative 

meeting, consideration of that programme and its adoption by the General Assembly 

could take place at plenary meetings prior to the commemorative session. 

32. The Special Corrmittee also noted in that regard that, as at 2 October, no 

decision had been taken by the Committee for the T-wenty-fifth Anniversary of 

the United Nations with respect to the modalities for the commemoration of the 

tenth anniversary of the Declaration. 

33. In view of the foregoing and on the proposal of the Chairman, the Special 

Committ.,e, at the same meeting, decided '"ithout objection to nrmr t:he attention 

of the General Assembly to the urgent need for a decision concerning the 

I 
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modalities of the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of tL2 I:eclaration in 

accordance >~ith paragraph 7 of resolution 2499 A (XXIV) and taking into account 

the aforementioned vie>~s of members of the S:fecial Committee in this respect. 

34. At the same meeting, the Special Committee recalled that, included in the 

recommendations of the Preparatory Committee for the Tenth Anniversary of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

and endorsed subsequently by the General Assembly in its resolution 2521 (XXIV), 

>~as the follo1<ing provision: " ... specialized agencies, regional organizations 

and interested non-governmental organizations, as well as representatives of 

dependent peoples and of national liberation moverr.ents" should, whenever possible, 

be invited r~as observers or participants 11 to the commemorative meeting. 

35. At the same meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Special Committee 

decided without objection to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the 

aforementioned decision in order that appropriate arrangements might be made 

for its imrf.ediate implementation. 

E. Analytical study on the sub.iect of decolonization 

36. vfith respect to the preparation of the documentation on the subject of 

decolonization, referred to in paragraph 6 above, it is the intention of the 

Special Committee to submit a further report thereon in an addendum to the 

present document. 

F. Adonti on of' the report 

37. At its 770th meeting, on 2 October, the Special Cowmittee decided without 

objection to authorize its Rapporteur to submit its report directly to the 

General Assembly. 

/ ... 
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38. lit its 770-th neeting;> on ~~ October 1S70)l -t~he Special Committee clecicleG.. 

11ithout o-ojection to draw the a-:./cention of the General Asser:Ibly to the urgent 

need for a decision concerning the lJodali ties :Lor the corJmemoraJcion of the tenth 

anniversary or the Declal"a~cion in accorclance VIi th paragraph 1 or resolution 

2499 A (]CCIV), tal:inc:; in-\:.o accow1t the vievrs e.XPl"essed. by B€lilbers of the Special 

Cqtt1ni ttee 9 as svJ.1..1ari zed in parac;raph 31 above. 

39§ 1~t the sam.c ltlceting) ·the Special Committee d.ecided lrithout objection to 

cl:r"all the attention of -Ghe Gene1 ... al r~sseubly to the recOlJJ.tlcncl.ation i!mde by the 

Preparatory Counittcc :2or the rrenth Annivel~sary of the Declaration on the Granting 

of Independ.encc to Colonial Co·untries anC!. Peoples 
9 
which~ am one; othei·s, 11as enclo1 .. seD 

in parac;:caph l of General Asser10ly I·esolution 2521 C~XIV) 9 to the effect that 

specialized agencies, ::regional organizations and interested non-Goverru;.lCntal 

ort:;anizations, as uell as rep::tescntatives o:L· depenclent peoples and of national 

li"oel"J.;'cion l!lOVeuents should, uheneve.::c possible, be invited as obseiYex·s or 

partic:ipan-'c.s to the conm1er~1orative l"11eeting for the ~~centh ..:-1.nniversary of the 

Declaration. 

I . .. 
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40. The Special Committee recommends for consideration by the General Assembly 

the following suggested programme of action for the full implementation of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

(see para. 26 above): 

SUGGESTED PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE FULL I~jpLEMENTATION 
OF THE DECIAPATION ON THE GRI\NTH!G OF INDEPENDENCE TO 

COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 

The General Assembly, 

/Having held a special commemorative session on the occasion of the 
tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples~* 

Considering that, by arousing world public oplnlon and promoting 
practical action for the speedy liq_uidation of colonialism in all its forms 
and manifestations, the Declaration has played and will continue to play an 
important role in assisting the peoples under colonial domination in their 
struggle for freedom and independence, 

Conscious of the fact that, although many colonial countries and peoples 
have, in the last ten years, achieved freedom and independence, the system 
of colonialism continues to exist in many areas of the world, 

Reaffirming that all peoples have the right to self-determination and 
independence and that the subjection of the peoples to alien domination 
constitutes a serious impediment to the maintenance of international peace 
and security and the development of peaceful relations among nations, 

1. Declares the further continuation of colonialism in all its forms 
and manifestations a crime which constitutes a violation of the Charter of 
the United Nations, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples and the principles of international law; 

2. Reaffirms the inherent right of colonial peoples to struggle by 
all necessary means at their disposal against colonial Powers which 
suppress their aspiration for freedom and independence; 

* Note by the Rapporteur: At its 770th meeting, the Special Committee decided 
without objection to maintain the paragraph in its present form pending the 
decision by the General Assembly concerning the timing and rwdalities for the 
commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration (see section D above). 

I ... 
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3. Adopts the following Programme of Action to assist in the full 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples: 

(a) Member States shall do their utrr,ost to promote, in the United 
Nations and the international institutions and organizations within the 
United Nations system, effective measures for the full implementation of 
the Declaration in all Trust Territories, Non-Self-Governing Territories 
and other colonial Territories, large and small, including the adoption 
by the Security Council of effective measures against Governments and 
regimes which engage in any form of repression of colonial peoples, which 
would seriously impede the maintenance of international peace and security. 

(b) Member States shall render all necessary moral and material 
assistance to the peoples in colonial Territories in their struggle to 
attain freedom and independence. 

(c) ( . ) ,l Member States shall intensify their efforts to promote the 
implementation of the resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council relating to Territories under 
colonial domination. 

(ii) In this connexion, the General Assembly draws the attention 
of the Security Council to the need to continue to give 
special attention to the problems of southern Africa by 
adopting measures to ensure the full implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 
and its own resolutions, and in particular: 

Tel widen the scope of the sanctions against the illegal 
regime of Southern RhCJdesia by declaring mandatory all 
the measures laid down in Article 41 of the Charter; 

To give careful consideration to the question of imposing 
sanctions on South Africa and Portugal, in view of their 
refusal to carry out the relevant decisions of the 
Security Council; 

To give urgent consideration, with a view to promoting the 
speedy elimination of colonialism, to the question of 
imposing fully and unconditionally, under international 
supervision, an embargo on arms of all kinds to the 
Government of South Africa and the illegal regime of 
Southern Rhodesia; 

To consider urgently the adoption of measures to prevent the 
supply of arms of all kinds to Portugal, as such arms 
enable that country to deny the right to self-determination 
and independence to the peoples of the Territories under 
its domina tiona 
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Member Sta.tes shall also intensify their efforts to oppose 
collahoration between the regimes of South Africa and Portugal 
and the illegal racist. regime of Southern Rhodesia for the 
preservation of cc·lonialism in southern Africa and to end the 
political, military, economic aEd other forms of aid received 
by the abcve-mentioned regim8S; which enables them to persist 
in their policy of colonial domination. 

(d) Member States shall wage a vigorous and sustained campaign against 
activities and practices of foreign eccn·:omic, financial and other interests 
ope.,-ating in colonial Territories for the benefit and on behalf of colonial 
~ewers and their allies, as these constitute a major obstacle to the 
achievement of the goals embodied in resolution 1514 (XV). Member States 
shall consider the adoption of necessary steps to have their nationals and 
companies under their jurisdiction discontinue such activities and practices; 
these steps should also aim at preventing the systematic influx of foreign 
immigrants into colonial Territories which disrupts the integrity and social, 
political and cultural unity of the peoples under colonial domination. 

(e) Member States shall carry out a sustained and vigorous campaign 
against all military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in 
Territories under their administration, as such activities and arrangements 
constitute an obstacle to the full implementation of resolution 1514 (XV). 

(f) (i) All freedom fighters under detention shall be treated in 
accordance with the relevant provisions cf the Geneva 
Ccmvention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War 
of 12 August 1949. 

(ii) The specialized agenc.ies and international institutions 
associated with the United Nations shall intensify their 
activities related to the implementation of resolution 
1514 (XV). 

(iii) Representatives of liberctio:ct movements shall be invited, 
whenever necessary, by the United Nations and other 
international c:>rganizabions within the United Nations system 
to participate in an apprc:>priate capacity in the proceedings 
of those organs relating to their countries. 

(iv) Efforts shall be intensified to provide increased educational 
opportunities for the inhabitants of !\on-Self-Governing 
Territories. All States shall render greater assistance in 
this field, both individually through programmes in the countries 
concerned and collectively by contributions through the 
United Nations. 
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(g) All States shall undertake measures aimed at enhancing public 
awareness of the need for active assistance in the achievement of complete 
decolonization and, in particular, creating satisfactory conditions for 
activities by national and international non-governmental organizations in 
support of the peoples under colonial domination. 

(h) The United Nations as well as all States shall intensify their 
efforts in the field of public information in the area of decolonization 
through all media, including publications, radio and television. Of special 
importance will be prograw~es relating to United Nations activities on 
decolonization, the situation in colonial Territories and the struggle being 
waged by colonial peoples and the national liberation movements. 

(i) The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples shall continue to examine the full compliance of all 
States with the Declaration and with other relevant resolutions on the 
question of decolonization. The question of territorial size, geographical 
isolation and limited resources should in no way delay the implementation 
of the Declaration. 1!/here resolution 1514 (XV) has not been fully 
implemented with regard to a given Territory, the General Assembly shall 
continue to bear responsibility for that Territory until such time as the 
people concerned has had an opportunity to exercise freely its right to 
self-determination and independence in accordance with the Declaration. 
The Special Committee is hereby directed: 

(i) To continue to assist the General Assembly in finding the 
best ways and means for the final liquidation of colonialism; 

(ii) To continue to give special consideration to the views 
expressed orally or in ''ritten communications by representatives 
of the peoples in the colonial Territories; 

(iii) To continue to send visiting missions to the colonial 
Territories and to hold meetings at such places where it can 
best obtain first-hand information on the situation in 
colonial Territories, as ,,,ell as to continue to hold meetings 
away from Headquarters as appropriate; 

(iv) To assist the General Assembly in making arrangements, in 
co-operation with the administering Powers, for securing a 
United Nations presence in the colonial Territories to 
participate in the elaboration of the procedural measures for 
the implementation of the Declaration and to observe the 
final stages of the process of d.ecolonization in the Territories. 

(v) To prepare draft rules and regulations for visiting missions 
for approval by the General Assembly. 
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DRAFT TEXT OF THE SUGGESTED PROGRAMME OF ACTION PROPOSED BY 
ITALY ON BEHALF OF A GROUP OF DELEGATIONS 

The General Assembly 

Conscious of the significance of the occasion of the tenth anniversary of 

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Co~onial Countries and Peoples, 

Considering the role which the Declaration has played during the ten years 

since its adoption in arousing world opinion and in encouraging action to bring 

about a speedy end to colonialism, 

Recognizing that in the course of the last ten years many colonial countries 

and millions of peoples formerly under colonial rule have achieved freedom and 

independence in accordance with the terms of the Declaration, 

Gravely concerned that at the same time in various regions of the world, and 

especially in large areas of southern Africa, the peoples have yet to exercise 

their right to self-determination, freedom and independence 

Affi~ing that the suppression of the legitimate aspirations of the colonial 

peoples constitutes an affront to human dignity and a violation of fundamental 

human rights contrary to the provision of the Charter of the United Nations and 

to the principles of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples, 

Acknowledging that all peoples who are being denied the attainment of their 

legitimate aspirations and the fulfilment of the goals set out in the Declaration 

are entitled to assert their right to self-determination, freedom and independence 

by every means at their disposal consistent with the purposes and principles of 

the Charter, 

Welco~~~ the programme annexed to this resolution. 
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PRCGRM1ME OF ACTION 

!J'ember States in discharge of' their responsibilities under the Charter of' 

the United !lations undertake to make every ef'f'ort, both within the United Nations 

and elsewhere, to bring about the attainment of' the goals set out in General 

Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of' 14 December 1960 and to enable the peoples of' 

all remaining Trust and other Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise their 

right to self-determination, freedom and independence in accordance with their 

freely expressed wishes on the basis of the principles enshrined in the Charter. 

In order to assist the peoples of these Territories in their efforts to 

exercise the right to self-determination, f'reedom and independence, and in order 

to promote the objective of' complete decolonization, Member States undertake to 

refrain from any forcible action contrary to the purposes and principles of' the 

Charter which might impede the exercise of this right. 

Member States similarly undertake to promote in the General Assembly and in 

other bodies of the United !lations, as appropriate, resolutions designed to 

f'acilitate these objectives in relation to the Territories concerned, bearing in 

mind the need f'or their effective implementation. 

Member States recognize the need. to assist to the best of' their ability and 

in accordance with the resources at their disposal in promoting the economic,, 

social and cultural advancement of the peoples in llon-Self'-Governing Territories. 

Such efforts shall be directed towards ensuring that the peoples of' the Territories 

concerned exercise their right to self'-determination, freedom and independence in 

the most f'avourable conditions. 

Member States shall take steps to discourage and limit the activities of those 

foreign and economic interests operating in Non-Self-Governing Territories which 

are prejudicial to the interests of the peoples concerned and which, in 

consequence, rrsy impede the attainment of self'-determination, f'reedom and 

independence. 

In the belief that effective ef:forts to attain these goals depend for their 

success on the development of an informed public opinion in the Territories 

concerned and on the spread of knowledge about the range of choices open to their 

peoples in exercise of their right to self-determination, intensified ef'f'orts will 
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be made to widen the educational opportunities open to them. All Member States 

undertake to render greater eff:Jrts commensurate ;~ith i.heir responsibilities a.1d 

resources to extend assistance in this field, ;~hether thr:JUgh bilateral programmes 

or through the United Nations and international institutions and organizations 

'\Jithin the United Nations system. 

Member States recognize the urgent need to give special attention t:J the 

problems of ·:rerritories in southern Africa, and t:J this end agree to pursue the 

f:lllo"ing measures with the aim of securing the early attainment of the goals set 

forth in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV): 

(a) to render, as they deem appropriate, moral and material support 

consistent ;~ith the purposes and the principles of the Charter to the peoples of 

the :rerritories concerned in their efforts to attain freedom and independence; 

(b) to ensure that the Security Council keeps under review the situation in 

these Territories until such time as their people attain self-determination, 

freedom and independence on a basis of human equality; 

(c) to condemn the use of military force in repression of the attainment of 

these objectives and to consider the promotion of effective measures to prevent the 

sale or supply to Governments and regimes of arms which are intended to be used for 

such repression. 

I 
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INTHODUCTION 

l. By operative paragraph l of its resolution 2521 (XXIV) of 9 December 1969, 

the General Aosembly approved tile report of tile Preparatory Committee for tile 

tenth anniversary of the Declaration on tile Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples2/ and endol~sed the recommendations contained therein 

concerning tile programrr:e of activities to be undertaken in connexion with the 

tenth anniversary of the ]:;eclaration. In that report, the Prepr.ratory Committee 

had recommended, inter alia, that "the Special Committee should be requested 

to prepare, "ith the assistance of the Secretary-General and taking into account 

the variouG v:Le1·1s and susgesti one- submitted by Member States to the Preparatory 

Committee, a succinct analytical study on the sub,ject of de colonization with 

a vie\} to mobilizing public opinion as 1-1ell as tl1e international comrr:unity 

to,mrds the fulJ_ implementation of the Declaration (A/76f4, para. 22 ( 5)). 

2. Follo1·1ing the general debate concerning the organ.ization of :i.ts work for 

1970) and on the recommendation of its Hor};:ing Group (A/AC.l09/L.625), the 

Special Corrmittee, at its 735t;c mee·ting, on l April 1970, decided that it shou.ld 

include in the agenda for the year an i tern entitled !
1Special programme of 

activities in connexion with tl1e tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoplee 11 and the.t the tasks 

assigned to it. in connexion \-Jit.h tbat item sltould be referred to its v..rorking 

Group fo:r consideration and re-port. 

3. At its TirOth and 74lst meetings, on 21 April and 4 Hay 1970, by adopting 

tl1e forty-eigbth and forty-ninth reports of it::: l.Jorking Group relating to this 

i_tem (A/.AC .109 /L .624 and 629) tl1e Special Committee decidedJ ifl:~=r ali_§._, to 

dispatch an .[\d Jf_oc Group of' rcpre~.;cntati ves to Africa for tl'JC purpose of 

establishing eontact 'dith re:presentati ves of nat tonal liberatj on movements irO"(G 

colonial Territories in tbat conti.nent. In taking tbat decision, i.t was tbe 

~nderstandinr, of the Special Committee that the vie'HE> of the li1;eration mover::ent::::. 

v.roulG be fully ta:Ken into account by tlle Committee in the rn·eparation of tbe 

analytical study and programme of measures called for i.n connexion with the tenth 

anniversary of tbe Declaration~ In addition to the reports of its \t/or~zing Group) 

tbe Special Committee had be_fore it the report of the Secretary--General 
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(A/AC .109 /L .626) concerning the financial implications of the recommendation 

contained in paragraphs 5 to 7 of the forty-eighth report of its Horldng Group 

(A/AC.l09/L.624). 

4. The Special Committee further decided in that connexion that, suh,ject 

to the convenience of the respective Governments, the Ad Hoc Group should, in 

principle, visit for two to three working days at eacr1 of the following capitals 

beginning 2!: Hay 1970: Lusaka, Dar es Salaam, Addis Ababa and Algif.rs. In 

taking that decision, it was the understanding of the Special Committee that 

the Ad Hoc Group would be at liberty to make such modifications or reductions 

in the aforementioned schedule as would facilitate tr•e necessary contacts with 

the leaders or the national liberation movements. 

5· At its 7~lst meeting, on 4 JVIay 1970, the Special Committee, on the proposal 

of the Chairman and having regard to parag:·aph 6 of the forty-eighth report and 

paragraphs 2 to 6 of the forty-ninth report of its Horldng Group, decided, 

without objection, that the J',c! Ho"- Groctp tCJ be dispatclwd to Africa should be 

composed of the follo~o-Jing: the Chairman, H.E~ Dr. Dav1dson Nicol, Ambassa.do:c and 

Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone, the Happorteur, l\tr. D.M.S. Chadha of' 

India, Mr. Horacia Sevilla Borja of Ecuador, Mr. Kifle ~c!odajo of Ethiopia, 

Hr. Ad nan Raouf of Iraq, JVir. lliassi.mo Castaldo of Italy, r·lr. 'l'adeusz Strulak of 

Poland and JVIr. Hohmr.ed Fourati of Tunisia. 

6. The Ad Hoc Group met in the various capitals according to the follm;ing 

schedule: 

Algiers, Algeria 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Dar es Salaam, United Repu'blic of 
Tanzania 

Lusalza, z.ambia 

beb-7een 

between 

betl.,;cen 

beb,veen 

~-?l-i and 

2'' and 

30 t'~AS 

3 and 

?7 Iviay 1970 

2'' Hay 1')70 

anr1 3 June 1')70 

~) June 1970 

7. Except for its opening meetings in eacl1 en pi tal, tl.1e 6__<Ll!95'~ Group held its 

meetings in closed session and heard the :representatives of each litera-Lion 

movement separately. The Ad Hoc Group met represent.ati ves r~~f al.l liberation 

movements which expressed a desire to be heard :i.n rer::ard to Territories in the 

Special Committee 1 s purview. Hepreoentati ves of the hoet Governments concerned 

were invited to observe the n;eetings. 

I ... 



A/8o86 
Ent.,l!_sh 

. Annex I~ 
Pa;;;e l; 

8. In addition to its meetings >lith representatives of the liberation movements, 

an account of which is set out in section I below, the Ad Hoc Group met in 

Addis Ababa, on 29 May, with Mr. Diallo TELLI, Secretary-General, 

Mr. Mohamed SAHNOU}l, Assistant Secretary-General (Political), and other senior 

officers of the Organization of African Unity ( OAU). Also, on the same date, 

the Group met with Mr. Robert K.A. GARDENER, Executive Secretary, and other 

officers of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

9. In Dares Salaam, on 2 June, the Ad Hoc Group met with Mr. George Magombe, 

Executive Secretary, and Mr. Ahmed M. Sadki, Assistant Executive Secretary 

(Defence), of the Liberation Committee of the Organization of African Unity 

(OAU) .2/ A summary of the Group's discussions appears in section II below. 

10. In Lusaka, on 5 June, the Ad Hoc Group met with Mr. Anatole M. Komorsky, 

representative for Zambia of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR). A summary of the Group's discussion appears in section III below. 

11. vlhile in Lusaka, the Ad Hoc Group felt that there was some uncertainty as to 

whether the Gouvernement revolutionaire de l'Angola en exil (GRAE) of Angola, based 

in Kinshasa, •ras fully acquainted with the itinerary of the Ad Hoc Group. Keeping 

in view its objective of meeting the largest possible number of liberation 

movements from colonial Territories in Africa, and in particular those recognized 

by the OAU, the Ad Hoc Group attempted to inform the GRAE of its presence in 

Lusaka through the Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in Lusaka, 

but it was not known by the time of the departure of the Ad Hoc Group from Lusaka 

if it had been possible to contact the GRAE. 

A. MEETINGS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

12. The representatives of national liberation movements beard by the Ad Hoc 

Group in Africa were as follows: 

Libert··:.J".on movements 
Algiers, A 1 geria, 2 5-26 !Jiay 1970 
Partido Africano da Independencia da 

Guinea e Cabo Verde (PAIGC) 

South Hest Africa People's Organization 
(SHAPO) 

Representatives 

Mr. Joseph Turpin, representative in 
Algeria 

!Jir. Ewald Katjivena, representative in 
Algeria 

Q/ The representative of Tunisia di~ not attend the meeting. 
; ... 



Liberation movements 

Zimbabwe African People' e Union (ZAPU) 

African National Congress of South 
Africa (ANC) 

Dar es SalaBm, United Republic of 
Tanzania, 1-2 June 19'70_ 

Representatives 
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Mr. P. Katjavivij representative in 
the United Kingdom of C}reat Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

Mr. (;harles K.D. Cbikerema, 
representative in Algeria 

Mr. J. Mal<atini, representative in 
Algeria 

I 

Pan Africanict Congress (PAC) Mr. P.K. Leballo, Acting President, 

South ·Hest Africa l'eople's Organization 
( ST,TAPO) 

Frente de Liberta~ao de Hoc;ambique 
( FHELHiiO) 

African National Congress of SoutJJ 
Africa (ANC) 

Front de Libe're.ti.on de la COte de~ .. 
So, "na·T ·i ~ fp-• C") ,__ -'- -~ .._.. \ . .l.J >..) 

Af'ricnn National Congress of SouLl:1 
Africa (ANC) 

Movimento Popular de Libertaqao de 
Angola (MPLA.) 

Zimbabue Af:cican People's Union (ZAPD) 

Comi t€ Revolucionario de l'"loqambique 
(co;mv:o) 

National Secretary and Chairman of 
the Revolutionary Cornmand 

Mr. T.M. Ntantala, National Executive 
Member and Com!'1ander 

Mr. Andre\,7 Shi pang a, Direct or of 
Information and Publicity 

Mr. Ben Amathila., Secretary of 
Education 

I··1r. Marcelino doG Santos, 
Vice President 

Mr. J\1f'red Nzo, Secretary-General 

Me 9 Aden R,')ble AT:Jale, Secretary-General 

Hr. 'Jvnn Nob"e, Director of Political 
P..ffaJ..cs 

~'1:::'. Henr-i q lle C ~r:ce ira, 1-'lember of' the 
Director Committee 

Ivlr ~ G.B. NyancLn·o, National Secretary 

Mr~ T.F. 3ilu.ndil<:a, National Secretary 
for I nfo:cmation ana Publicity 

Mr. Abeolun T. Bahulc, Secretary­
Genere.l 

lvir. FanueJ.. f.'iarluz.a, Ser.retary for 
Exterrw1 Affairt:~ 
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Zimbab>;e African National Union (ZANU) 

Unity lvioverr;ent of SoutlJ Africa (UH-GA) 

Representatives 

Mr. Henry Hamadziripi, representative 
in IJusaka 

Mr. S.V. Mtamhanengwe, representative 
in Lusaka 

Hr. 1,/ycliffe II!. Tsotsi, Vice President 

13. The chief observations r:wl: 2 by representatives of liberation movements 

in their staterr.ents before the AC)-___[oc Group and in respo::.1se to questions by 

:nernber!..; of t11e Ad .J_I.oc __ Group are sur:nnarized bel0"1:·7. Points of interest emerging 

from mectint_;s ,;i th the OAU and uith the representative of the UNHCR in Lusal<a 

are also 1:iu.mmarized at the end. 

11~. i~_lrsost all the representatives conveyed a sense of deep frustration with the 

ef'Jo_tt~~ of tl"lc United T\ation2 thus far in regard to the current colonial 

prol~J.cms L1 J\i"l·ica e There YJaE a :r·eel1.ng th,qt tbe United Nations as a whole 

wus not doinc: enougb to help tbe an~i-col.oniali.::Jt struggle in Africa. Some 

repres2ntati.ves stated L"hat t·,1ey appreciated some of the resolutions that bad 

em=::rged in the General Assembly, but reali.zec) that it \.JaS on account of the 

intransigence of cert~Jin PO<Jer:-;, part:Lculm.-ly the countries belonging to the 

NorP1 Atlaniic ~"'reaty Organization (NA'rO), Portugal and South Africa, that the 

resolut.i_ons had. no"t been i~plcmcnted. r:I1'ne SliAl)C from Namibia was particularly 

bitte:::.~ about tf!.e lac~,: o: ei'Jecti.veness of" tte United Nations. It was pointed out 

tl:.at va!::'ions ~Jod"ie~~ of tl-:;e United Nations 1.~'ere abursting at tbe seams 11 ~~Jith the 

:peti L.ion:::.: and. parers tbat tad been presented to them by liberation movements but 

tlmt, in spite of resolLltion after resolution in the General Assembly, nothing 

had been ach).eved so far in re2;nrd. to IJ..1er:cito:ries such as Namibia. 

15. NN:rO r,.ras "bitterly criticized by most of the representatives, who felt that 

the relation.: o£' NNTO vi.i)·l Portugal, and of individual nations comprising NN:eo 
1vi tt1 Portugal and Soutll Afric&. constituted one of the most serious impedimente 

in the vwy of cl.ecolonization in Guinea (Bissau), lv1ozambique, Angola, Namibia and 

C; The delegate from Italy expressed a reservation on this paragraph. 
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Southern Rhoc'l_esia a It '"..ra::; :i'Ed t tJ1at Portugal, the poc:cest country in l~Yestern 

Europe, had for a number of years been able to conduct an expensive colonial Har 

against the people of Mozamhiqne, Angola and Guin<ea (Biscau) thanks largely to 

the support, both military and political, given to the Portuguese Government by 

its NATO allies. It was also stated that Portugal, in return, had given its 

allies licence to plunder the riches and exploit the human resources of 

these Territories. 

Foreign economic interests 

16. The representati.ves were unani;nous in their bitter criticism of foreign 

economic investments in Guinea (Bissau), Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, 

Namibia and South Africa. A,-,coniing to them, the investments had done immense 

harm to the colonic'l peoples and had been instrumental in prolonging the 

struggle that was le ing wagec'l in colonial Territories in southern Africa. 

Sev<eral of the big cnmpanies operating in the region were mentioned by name as 

profiting from the misery or tbc peoples of the Territories by tal<ing advantage 

of the discriminato:::·y 1-.-lbour condi t,j_ons, s_nrl at the same time i.mpeding the 

struggle of the colonial peoples 1Jy provld:i.ng revenues to the Portuguese 

Government, the Government of South Africa and the Smith regime >~hich enabled 

them to sustai y, thei.r war against the people. 

17. Both these schemes were eri tic<_?,eci as ·rurtbering the ambitions of colonial 

countries in southern Africa. It \nJ.s pointed out that a nmnUer of l..festern 

countries headed by Kru:r-··p of tbe Fedcra] Hepu};1ic of Germany ·Here involved in the 

construction of tbe Cunene River Darn. It '~''as felt tl-'1at tbe silence of tbe 

United Nationc nver· -t.llf: Cunene: I\ivcr p:r-oject 1:1as a pa:t·ticlllarly serioue matter~ 

Africa, arH.? an appeal 1--.ras made to the A1_]_oc Grou-;) to ca·J J upon the United Nations 

to declare. tbe scherr:e a threa.:L to international peace. 

1.9. TfJe collaboration cf certalr.1 countrie::; in the Caborra Bassa scheme ·was 

. ondemned in strong languagt::; ~ It -h~as fel'L that any part:i.cipatl_on in the scheme 

1-.ms tautamount to out:cight [;u.pport cr! the po1L~y of' sctt.l ir;_(: large numLers of 
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A/8c86 
Eq;lisb. 
Anaex II 
Pc.gP- 3 

white people in the area, to the detriment of the present inhabitants and to 

the advantage of Powers such as South Africa, which were striving hard to change 

the racial balance in the region. The decision of the Governments of Sweden 

and [taly to withdraw support from the scheme was noted with appreciation. The 

United Nations >;as asked to put pressure on the reamining participants in the 

scheme to effect withdrawal of their support. 

Peaceful solution to colonial problems 

20. It <~as stated that there were a number of countries in the United Nations 

which were opposed to the armed struggle of colonial peoples in Africa and which 

called for peaceful solutions to colonial problems. It had to be realized that 

Vihat one Vias dealing with in South Africa were "demented racist and fascist 

bigots devoid of any sense of humanity", who VIOuld appreciate only the language 

of force. It was suggested that advice regarding peaceful solutions generally 

came from Powers that gave support to the oppressors in southern Africa. 

Armed struggle_ 

21. Most representatives felt that in the remaining colonial Territories in 

Africa today, armed struggle was the only way out for colonial peoples. They 

had come to this conclusion as all avenues for a peaceful solution had by noVI 

been exhausted. They had no illusions about the effectiveness of other means such 

as negotiations Vlitb the colonial poViers in southern Africa as, according to them, 

history bad sbo.m that such a possibility no longer existed. In commenting on the 

Lusaka Manifesto, some representatives pointed out that sufficient time bad 

already elapsed for the colonial Powers concerned to tal<e up the suggestion for 

negotiations referred to in the Manifesto, and that no such initiative bad been 

forthcoming. According to these representatives, this showed conclusively that 

negotiations were no longer possible and armed struggle, however long it might 

take, was the only way out for the colonial peoples in southern Africa. 

Legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples 

22. Almost all the representatives lauded the recognition by the United Nations 

General Assembly of the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples for their 
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self-determination. It was felt by some that, as a natural corollary to this 

recognition, the United Nations sllould go further and give direct aid to 

liberation movements in all pos~ible TJays. 

Uni tv of strup,r:le of liberation movements 

23. A large number of representatives expressed their awareness that the struggle 

against colonialism and foreign domination was universal and indivisible. Most 

of tllem stressed the affinity wi til tile liberation movements in Africa, the 

struggle of the Palestinians to re-affirm their inalienable rights, and other 

liberation movements all over tile world, particularly in S::>uth-&st Asia. A 

number of representatives stated tllat tlleir organizations maintained regular 

contacts and exchange views and experiences with liberation movements elsewllere 

in the 'wrld. 

Direct contacT, uith the United Nations 

24. It was suggested that the United Nations and its specialized agencies should 

enter into direct contact >Ji th tl1e liberation movements. Thus far, no aid had 

been received by the liberation movements directly from the United Nations or 

f:rom any of the specialized agencies. There was considerable scope for such 

assistance. Hany liberation movements, notably the PAIGC and the FRELIMO, made 

concrete suggestions in regard to the fields in which assistance could be 

provided by the variou.s specialized agencies such as the International Labour 

Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), the United 

Nations Educational, Scien·tific and Cul tu~al Organization (UNESCO), the United 

Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR). It eTas felt that in areas which had been liberated from the 

colonial yoke there was considerable scope for outside help. An opinion v.ras 

also expressed that the liberated areas, such as those in Guinea (Bissau) and 

Mozambique, v1ere comparable to sovereign States and that the remaining areas 

of the Terri tory under Portugueee domination ought to be considered as under 

illegal enemy occupation for purposes of contact with the United Nations and 

its specialized agencies. S:peeifically, there was scope for a contribution 

by the \JHO in tlce +.raining of cac.res in the field of health and for supply of 
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n~eclicim:s a:nc} equiprr:ent. Lih~'uise, UNICEF co11ld nssitot children, T~~msco could 

cah:r ·t,o traj_nine; for tccbnicia~:.s by -providing occupa·cional training scholarships, 

and El\0 could contr::"Lbut.e tmmrds eradication of problems -pertatning to 

roalnut1·ition, etc, Also, there >>Jas scope for the introduction of in!proved 

techniques in var·l.ous spheres i_n the liheraterl areas. 

Invitation -;_;q the S-pecial Commi tt.ee to visit. liberated areas 

2). Some representatives of liberation movements invited th€ Special Committee 

to visi.t tne liberated areas of colonial Territories in Africa. In their viE"'.-!, 

such visitB T,re::·e essential to the v.Jor1~ of the Committee. 

2G. All the :representatives of liberation movements that met the Ad Hoc Group 

ach.cd, ~ntei:. .... aJl_z_, for direct Ynaterial assistance fro~ the United Nations. 

'Ihey felt that the United Nations havi_ng recognized the legitimacy of their 

struggle, sl1ould provide al.d to thern by 't!ay of' funds, inedic ines and other supplies, 

ar:d even v.rea1;ons ~ SO":.ne representatives suggested setting LJ . .P a United Nations 

fund from -;.Jllich sueh assistance 'i"JOUld be provided. It ~.<!as also suggested th::ri-, 

if there He:ce constitutional difficulties in the establishment of such a .fund 

uncJer United Natione auspices, an independent special :fund cOllld be considered 

to which ·interested S·tates could contribute, and ,..;rhich l.VOuld be offici.ally 

recognized by the Special Con:mittee. 

Material as.si~~l~ance by eountries inl~ividuall:v 

2 7. It ;-rae suggested that the United Nations should call upon individual 

countries to rende:c individually all _possible assistance to the liberatl.on 

movements. 

Sanctions a~<ainst Southern Rhod~sia 

28. Sanctioes against Southern Rbodesi_a came under severe criticism not only i'J.'Oin 

representa.tives of tbe libe:cati.on lJlOvements in Southern Rhodesia but a1so from 

others. The feeling 1>1as expressed that sanctions could never be effective E-O 1o.~~g 
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as they ;Jere not extended to South Africa, and that the United Kingdom had 

pressed for the sanctions merely to provide a false sense of complacency to 

well-wishers of the people of Zimbabwe. 

Legal authority in Southern Rhodesia 

29. Representatives called for rejection of the United Kingdom 1 s claim to 

legal authority in Southern Rhodesia. It ;ms felt that the United Kingdom 

Government had failed to honour her moral responsibilities towards the j:eople 

of Zimbabwe and that, while force must be used to bring down the minor~ty regime, 

that force should be used not by the Government of the United Kingdom, but by 

the people of Zimbabwe themselves. An appeal was made foJ the explicit 

recognition of the legitimacy of the use of force by the people of Zimbabwe to 

free their country. It was felt that the use of force by the United Kingdom 

Government would have as a con::::equence the continuation of the colonial re'gime 

and that British intervention would be intended quite certainly to eliminate 

the people 1 s liberation movement and to favour the racist minority. 

30. The United Nations should plan for the "political education" of the people 

in Southern Rhodesia. This ,;as particularly important in view of the vast 

propaganda machine of the Government of South Africa and of the Ian Smith 

regime in SOLlthern Rhodesia. 

Education of Namibians 

31. A plea was made for each State to provide education for one Namibian student 

from the secondary school to university level. It was pointed out that this 

would alleviate some of the difficulties at present encountered in existing 

educational programmes for Namibians abroad. 

Reference of the Namibian question to the International Court of Justice 

32. An opinion was expressed that the Namibian question should not be referred 

to the International Court of Justice. This would merely provide a breathing 

spell for those who were not genuinely interested in the solution of the problem. 

Moreover, once the question was before the International Court of Justice) it 

would become di!i'icult for the United Nations to pass resolutions on Namibia. 

I . .. 
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Apartheid in South Africa 

33. A strong plea was made for treating apartheid in South Africa as a colonial 

issue. Only in this manner could the problem be dealt with l.n the proper 

perspective. 

Boycott of Portugal and of products from Portuguese Territories 

34. The United Nations was urged to use all possible means to isolate Portugal 

internationally and to put into effect an effective boycott of Portugal, as 

well as of products emanating from Portuguese colonies. 

35. It was pointed out, for example, that the export of coffee from Angola, 

almost all of it to the United States, constituted a half of the total exports 

of Angola. A boycott of this item alone, over a period of a year or so, would 

greatly contribute to bringing the war in Angola to an end. Another important 

single commodity exported from Angola was oil. 

Aid for refugees 

36. Most liberation movements recognized that the High Commissioner for Refugees 

was rendering useful assistance, on the whole, to refugees from their Territories. 

Some felt however, that there sl1ould be direct collaboration between the High 

commissioner for Refugees and themselves, and that aid should be channelled 

through them. In some instances, it was pointed out that the aid provided led 

to the weaning away of the colonial people from their struggle. It was generally 

felt, however, that increased aid with the proper emphasir:: in particular cases 

was desirable. 

Political prisoners 

3 7. The view was expressed that the United Nations should initiate an all-out 

effort, not only in the >10rld body tut in all possible forums for the release of 

political nrisoners in southern Africa. The United Nations should also endeavour 

to ensure that the relevant Geneva Convention was respected in regard to freedom 

fighters detained by Colonial Powers. 
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Assistance to_South Africa and Portugal 

A/8ci36 
En::list 
/,nnex II 
Pare 13 

3 8. It Has pointed out that in spite of the arms embargo voted by the United 

Nations Security Council in 1963 and 196!1 certain countries 11ere continuing to 

supply arms to South Africa. Frc:nce uas singled out for ite 11brazen defiancerr 

as the pri_ncipal supplier of 'deapons ·Hhich Here bei11g msed for tl1e extermination 

of the people of southern Africa and for aggression against independent African 

States. It ~,1as also st2~ted that z..n agreerr:ent recently concluded involved the 

supply of '12r material amounting to £200 million to South Africa. Other States 

Phich TJere ncti vely assisting the Pretoria re'girr:e and Portugal in varying degrees 

included the Federal Republic of Ger-many) the United States oi" America, the 

United Kinsdom and Japan. Several petitioners spoke critically of recent 

collaboc·otion bet,·Jeen South Africa and Malaui, and felt that South Africa 11as 

preparing to u.se Ivlalavli as a SlJl'ing-boa::cd for furthering its oggressive designs. 

39. The United Nations r,va.s asked to by·ing pres cure on the countTies concerned 

to implement the relevant United Nati::ms resolutions concerning the supply of 

ar,ns to South Afl·ica and Portugcl. 

L~-0. It Td8.S o.lso r;ointed out thet it 1ms not sufficient for countries selling arms 

to Fortue;al to stipulate condit-lons fOJ' their use - it should be ~~S!_ by Sl'_ch 

countries that the conditions vere adhered to. Some reprc:sentatives ae;reed to ~ 

suggestion thut some form of intern2tional control over the use of v1eapons in 

such cases uo11ld be v·elcome. 

Dialoe:ue on colonial terri to1·ies in A::t'rtca 

41. According to the representnti ves there appee..red to be ample evidence th2_t 

no d1alogue on colonialism T·?BS r:ossible betv.:een the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and the South Ai':cican Government. Any dialogue on this subject 

involving the Secretal'y-Gener~d .should in fact be v.rith those Hestern. countries 

·Hbich continued to defy United NGti.ons resolutions calling for severence of 

diplomatic, economic and military rela-tions v1i tb Soutb Africa .. 

Isolation of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia 

42. The representatives felt thBt efforts should Oe maC!e by all countries to 

isolate Soutb Africa in ever·y •.-m.y. This could be done by expelling that country 

j. .. 
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from variolls official and non-official international bodies. Members of 

liberation movements from Sollthern Rhodesia felt that the Smith regime shollld 

also be isolated and that the multiracial posture in sports put forth by the 

illegal regime should not delude COlllltries into accepting participants from 

Southern Rhodesia in their fields. Some representatives felt that efforts should 

be made at the United Nations to expel South Africa from its membership, as that 

country bad clearly demonstrated that it collld not shoulder the responsibilities 

that the conditions for United Nations membership had placed on it. It was also 

felt that South Africa was increasingly feeling the fear of isolation, and that 

such a step could have a tonic effect in bringing heme to the people of that 

country the strength of world opinion. 

Inf"rmation centres on southern Africa 

43. It was suggested that there was need for regional United Nations information 

centres catering for French-spealdng and Spanish-spe11king countries. In 

particulpr, the relative ignorance of the French people of the horrors of apartheid 

had been taken advantage of by their Governn;ent, and the absence of public presst1re 

in France such as obtains in countries like the United Kingdom had resulted in 

France being the main supplier of genocidal weapons to South Africa. It vas 

therefore important to set up a sui table centre to produce material in French, 

if not in France, then in a country like Algeria vhose geographical position was 

Sllitable for serving both Europe and French-speaking African countries. 

Participation by liberation movements in tenth anniversary celebrations 

44. All liberation moven;ents expressed a desire to participate in the commemorative 

session of the General Assembly in connexion with the celebration of the tenth 

Anniversary of' the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples. Some suggested that the United Nations should bear the 

expenditure for one or more delegates from the organizations concerned. 

Participation by the liberation movements in the <-IOrk of the United Nations 

45. Some leaders of liberation movements also expressed the opinion that they 

should be periodically invited to the United Nations to explain their plight to the 

delegates assembled there and to acquaint them with the problems confronting them. 

; ... 
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46. It <ms re~oeatedly suggested to the Ad '{oc Group that Portueuese and Soutl; 

African colonialism in southern Africa as vrell as thP iller;:s.l -c&c;irr:e in 

Southern Rhodez.ia sbould be comclemned j_n the strongest poesible terms in the 

United NB.tions [Jl1d other 110rld for-um:::. 

i>. NEE'aNGS v!ITH TEE tAU 

4 7. Tbe Ad Hoc Grou.p met ;.,i th !!is Excellency, !Jlr. Diallo Telli, the Secret'lry­

General of t:1e Organiz2tion of Af2:'ican Unity, end other tOIJ officials of the 0A(J 

in Addie Ababa. Mr. Telli expressed concern at the lack of 1_)ositive results at 

the United Nations in the color:ie.l field and added that the indecision of the 

Security Council in regard to colonial questions 1-i'as a source of grec:_t concer!l, 

He said that tDe greatest contribution of the United Nations so far \-~cos tbe 

recognition oJ the legitimacy of tbe f..trugg}e against colonialism and against 

:racial discrimination, and added thc.t the United Nations should call on Memter 

States to giv·e concrete materie.l assistance to liberation n:oven:ents as r;olitic:---1 

support :'3.lone 1-:'ns not longer sufficient. A discussion v.e.s subsequently held on 

~nntters o:f common concern bet1-.1een the officers of the JAU and the membe:cs of 

the & Roc Group. It r~1as stated by the tAU inter alia that steps ·~--rere being 

initiated to liaise v-!ith the SlJEcialized agenci<2s in reg.::~rd to assistance for 

liberation movereents, and some concrete plans bad been submi tteG in this rega:r.··d. 

4H. As :cegards liberation moven~ents, members of the b_1_1_ioe: Group ·,;rere inf'orrJ.t:l 

that recognition o:f liberation rr.O'.rernents by the C'AU v-ms bcsed strictly on their 

effectivenes~, o:nd. was undeT continuing :ceviel·l. IJ.1he ·'Au felt that the ~'"!'niterJ. 

Nations should,. ns far as possi01e, te_l-;e cognizanc~ only o:l' liberation movements 

:recognized by Yhe OAU. ?here -,7ere son-:e organizations 1frd.cb had no ba;Jis in eft'Gct 

and 1-1bich ueTe m2.king a good (:-J.E::~.l of p:t·opagnnda, particula:r·ly in Ne'·.1 Yor-l<::. TbE" 

JAU felt tbat taking cogniz.s.ncG ot suc:h ol'gnnizt.tions led to tJ~1e f:custrntion of 

tile genuine ones, and to a confusion o:C the reel issues. 

49. AskE.'d as to h0\'1 the United Nations could increase ef:feci~i ve assistance in tbc 

80lonial field, tbe Secretary-General said that the best >Jay for the United Nations 

to celebrate the tenth anni vers:J.ry o:f tte L'eclaration a Ed the tPenty-fifth 
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anniversary of its founding v;as to create a s:pecial fund for decolonization. To 

make this effective, a co-ordination committee including the ~nited Nations, the 

....,AU and the specialized agencies should administer such a fund. T·ne Specie.l 

Committee should have the predominant role in this and should ensure that the 

fund V!aS used only for genuine liberation moven:.ents. 

5·). The ExeciJ_ti ve Secretary of the Liberation Cmm:1i ttee of the OAU and rreT:lbers 

of his staff, in their rr:eeting ~·:ith the Ad ~oc Group in Dar es Salaam, emphasized 

and highlighted sorr:e of the ideas end vie~~'s that had been discussed at OAU 

heaUquarters, particularly the importance of material and financial assistance 

to liberation rr:overr.ents. 

C. MEETING 'tilTH THE HEPRESENTATIVE "F THE UNITED NATICNS 
HIGH CC~ll'liSSIONER FCJR PEFCGEES IN LUSAKA 

51. The Ad Hoc Gr8up cr1et "i·lith l'f.r. Komorsky representative of the United Nations 

High Com:nissioner for Refugees in Lusr:.:.ke to obtain tnformation in regard to the 

treatment of" refugees from Sou_tfleTn nhodesie.. l\IIr. Komorsky mentioned thBt the 

United Kingdom bad taken tl:e }::Osition that all persons from Southern Rhodesia in 

Zambie ~~-:ere entitled tn the protection of the Fni ted Kingdon High Commissioner. A."' 

suchJ the Of"fice of the ~Jn:. ted N~.ticms High Commission for Refugees, in accO!'CI.c.nce 

I·Tith its statutes, T11as .e._t present unable to render any assistance to rei.'ugees f'l~om 

Southern l{nodesia in 7-c_llibia. In an ans1--:rer to n question, he .s.Cded that he l·tas not 

av1are of 1·7hat specific assistance; it any, 1;,ras being granted to such persons by 

the United Kingdom Government. 

52. It \·las pointed out by a mcrnber of the Ad Hoc Group th2-t up to l2 August 1969, 

the United Kinzdom Govern-:r-:e-nt !:1a.d maintained tLat SoutherD Rhodesia r,.;as 2.. self·· 

governing Territory, rat!H~r tiJan a Non-Self-G-ovcr·ni::1g Territory to vhich Article 73 e 

of the Charter applied. Apparently) therefore, the legal protection of the T.7nited 

Kingdom could not extend to ref'ugees from Southern Rt.odeeia before the.t date. In 

vie1,.r of this, the repre~ente.tive o:f the enited Nations Higl"l Commissioner for 

Refugees vms .s.slced t.:J stote if e.ny assietnnce bacJ been r·endered by his organization 

to refugees from Soutt:ern Rhodesie. Cefore that date. He stated that no such 

assistance had been rendered before thct elate. 




