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1, The Advigory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has considered
a report by the Secretaryv-General (A/C.S/lﬁOh and Corr.l) transmitting a report
gubmitted by the Chairman of the Joint Tnspection Unit on the Unit's activities
during the year from 1 July 1969 to 30 June 197G. In an earlier report, submitted
to the Genersl Assembly at its twenty-fourth session,i/ the Unit had covered the
first eighteen months of its activities; the Adviscry Committee's observatiocns

on that report were submitted to the Assembly.2

2. The Advisory Committee has also taken note of document A/C.5/1299 in which

the Secretary-General indicates that the initial four-year pericd for which the
Unit has been egtablished will expire on 31 December 1971. 8o that the governing
bodies of the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency can
take asppropriate action before the end of that period, it will be necessary for the
General Assembly, at its current session, tc consider the question of the
continuation of the Unit and to mske recommendations thereon to the organizations

in the United Nations system.

L/ #fTicial Records of the Genersl Assembly, Twenty-fourth Sessicn, Annexes,
agenda item 61, document A/C.5/1541,

2/ 1Ibid., document A/7728.
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3. In their report on the Unit'e activities in 1969—1970, the Inspectors call
attentlon T2 some positive developments 1n the period under review. For example,
in paragraph 3 they refer to a progressive development of ccnsultations with other
bodies whoge activitics are cleosely related toc those of the Unit. The Advisgory.
Cormittee, which for ils part heag encouraged and participated in such consultations,
ig pleased to note that they have helped avoid duplication of activities related
Lo sdministration and management. Moreover, in the conclugion to their report
(para. 32), the Inspectors observe that the procedural aspect of the handling of
their reports has improved. The Advisory Ccmmittee notes that, in his report of
transmittal, the Secretary-General has called attenticn to the fact that the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) had reported

to the Qoverning Council at ite tenth session (June 1970) on reports of the Unit

of concern to UNDP,é/ thug partly meeting the resgervation in the Inspectors’™ report
as to the exlsting handling procedures.

b, Tn paragraph 4 of their report, the Inspectors refer to certain agreed
positicne arrived at during their meeting in April 1970 with the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination. Tn the view of the Advisory Committee, the creation
of 2 close understanding between the Unit and the executive heads of the specialized
agencies ang the International Atomic Energy Agency 1s of fundamental importance
if the Unit is to have the impact which the Assembly envisaged in setting it up.

In thig connexion, the Committee notes that, despite evidence of better
"receptivity" of Joint Inspecticn Unit reports by the United Nationsz and other
organizations, the Inspectors remain concerned at what they consider to be a
tendency tc defer action and at the d4ifficulty they experience in ascertaining
precisely the status of implementation of their recommendations (para. 33},

5. The Inspectors indicate in their report that they have gelected five priority
areag of study and investigation: conferenceg and documentation, programming and
budgets, decentralization, the organizaticn and cperation of United Nations
development assistance, and personnel questions. The first four themes have been
the gubject of reports already sucmitted, as detailed in convenient form in

paragraphs 7 to 25 of the Unit's report (A/C.5/1304 and Corr.l, annex). As for

3/ DF/L.137.
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persconnel questicnsz, the Unit indicates that it may submit a report in- 1971.
Indeed, the Unit's report describes for all five priority areas not only the

work already carried ocut or, where appropriate, in progresgs, but alsc the Unit's
future plans.

6. The Advisory Committee takeg this opportunity to suggest that, when submitting
observations on particular issues of limited significance for the United Nationg
system as a whole, the Unit consider making greater use of confidential letters

or notes to executive heads, rather than Tormal reports calling for the attentiaon
of legislative bodieg. In the Committee's view, such communications provide in
selected cases a gimple and convenient channel for effecting improvements of
detall in United Nations procedures and activities.

7. In his report (A/C.5/1304 and Corr.l) transmitting the report of the Unit,

the Secretary-General hag included a detailed fakle indicating the status of all
reports of concern to the United Nations issued by the Unit since itsg inceptibn

and up to June 1970; the Committee found this table convenient for reference and
commends it to the attention of the General Assembly.

8., In the same report, the Secretary-General records hie appreciation of the
efforts made by the members of the Unit and addg that their contributicn to the
improved efficiency and econcmical cperation of the United Nations and its family
of organizations hag already assumed significant proportions (A/C.5/130Lk and Corr.l,
para. 4). He recognizes the continued constructive approach adopted by the members
of the Unit tc the tasgks they have undertaken.

9. The Advisory Committee agreeg with thie evaluation. The Committee suggests
that at its current session the General Assembly might wish to decide {o continue
the Unit on an experimental bagis for a further pericd of two years beyond

31 December 1971,

10. In the meantime an opportunity will be provided for a thorough review of the
activities of the Unit so that the General Assembly, takling into account the views
of all the competent organg, may take such decisione as it deems appropriate

regarding the terms of referénce of the Unit.





