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POLITICAL RIGHTS OF 1/0MEN 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Addendum 

l. The main report of the Secretary-General on the political rights of women 

(A/8132), prepared in accordance with Economic and Social Council resoluti::m 

ll32 (lli), included information furnished by thirty-nine Member States an the 

implementation of the Conventi:::m an the P::Jlitical Rights ::Jf 1-i::Jmen up t::J 

15 Oct::Jber 1970. By 17 December 1970, nine additional replies had been received 

fr::Jm the foll::Jwing Member States: Afghanistan, Australia, Ethi::Jpia, Ireland, 

Kenya, Kuwait, Nigeria, Norway and Rorr,ania. The information received in these 

aiditionH-l replies is surr.rr:arized telow. 

2, Any additional information received subsequently will be incorporated in the 

report on political rights of women which the Secretary-General will submit to 

the General Assembly at its t\>1enty-sixth sessi:m. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

Loriginal: Englisb7 
29 Oct::Jber 1970 

Article 25 ::Jf the C::Jns<tituti::Jn gr6Ilts equal p:Jlitical rights t::J men and 

w:Jmen. The Parliamentary Electi:Jn Law in :Jrder t:J implement the C:Jnstituti::Jnal 

law expressly states that vDmen may V:Jte (article 6) and be candidates f:Jr electi:Jn 

(article 7) :Jn an equal basis with men. 

The f::Jll:Jwing inf:Jrmati:Jn is furnished c:Jncerning w:Jmen elected t:J 

parliament. 

Number :Jf ·,nmen Percentage :Jf w:Jmen 

Senate 2 

The gr:Jwing awareness by Afghan women of their political rights and duties 

is manifest by the past hn elections. In the twelfth parliamentary election 

held in 1965 six women were candidates for seats in the Parliament. For that 

session there were f:Jur w:Jmen among 216 members in the House ::Jf Representatives 

and tw:J members were women am:Jng the fifty-three members in the Senate. 

In the thirteenth parliamentary election, held in 1969, there was one w:Jman 

candidate. Ohe was not elected~ however. 

llomen have also gained high government posi ti:Jns. In 1965 two women were 

appointed as senat:Jrs. In the same year a vnman was appointed to the Cabinet 

as Minister of Public Health. At the present time there are women serving as 

Minister with:Jut P:Jrtfolio, Head of the Publications Department, Minister of 

Zducati:m, President of the Afghan llomen's Institute and as principals :Jf w:Jmen's 

high scho:Jls in Afghanistan. In addition several w:Jmen have been appointed by 

the Supreme Court as judges in the Juvenile C:Jurt of Kabul and other c:Jurts. 

Afghanistan does not currently have women serving in any diplomatic p:Jst, 

although women have served as representatives :Jf Afghanistan to some United 

Nations and other internati:Jnal conferences in the past. 
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Loriginal: 
3 December 

English? 
1970 -

The follotring information is furnished concerning women elected to the national 

parliament and those holding high posts: 

Number of women Percentage of women 

Senate 

State Parliaments 

State Legis la ti ve 
Councils 

Local Government 

M:qor, President, Chairman 

Deputy Mayor, President or 
Chairman 

Deputy Lord Mayor 

Judiciary 

Stipendiary Magistrate 

Foreign Service 

3 (one is 
a Minister of State 
for Housing) 

4 

9 

251 

7 

5 

l 

l 

l 

lO (two have 
Counsellor rank) 

Women are frequently included on Australian delegations to international 

conferences, 

Civil Service 

Assistant Directors-General 

Senior positions in the 
clerical/administrative 
structure 

2 

There are no women at present holding Head of Department rank in the 

Commonwealth Public Service, although this rank is open to women officers. 
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ETHIOPIA 

/Original: English/ - -17 December 1970 

The f:oll::n;ing inf :ormation is furnished concerning w:omen elected t:o Parliament, 

and th:ose h:olding high posts: 

Parliament (1970 election} 

Senate 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Ministry of Education 

Ministry ~f Community and 
Development 

Ministry of Information 

Ministry of Public Health 

Statistics Bureau 

Development Bank 

Planning and Development 
C0mmissi::m 

Institute ::>f Public 
Administration 

His Imperial Majesty's 
Cabinet 

~thi:opian T::>urist Department 

Telec:o~municati:ons B:oard 

Number :of w:omen 

l 

3 (Vice­
Minister, Acting 
Director-General, 
Acting Director, 
3ducati:onal Attache) 

23 ( l 
Assistant Minister) 

4 

7 (2 Directors­
General, 4 Direct::>rs) 

57 

3 
l 

l 

l 

l 

5 (l Director) 

3 

Percentage of w:omen 

:over 2 
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loriginal: 
23 Oct:ober 

Englis_g/ 
1970 

Article 16.1 of the C:onstitutbn pr:ovides that every citizen with:mt 

distincti:on ::Jf sex, wh:o has reached the age :of t1:enty-:one and wh::J is n:ot 

disqualified by law, shall have the right to v:ote and t:o be elected in the 

Nati::Jnal Parliament. 

The f::Jll:owing inf:ormati::Jn is furnished c::Jncerning w:omen elected t:o 

Parliament and h:olding high p::Jsts: 

Number ::Jf w::Jmen Percentage :of w:omen 

Nati::Jnal Parliament 

Dail Eireann (L:ower H::Juse) 

Seaned Eireann (Upper H::Juse) 

High g::Jvernmental p::Jsts 

C::mncil ::Jf State 

National Drug Advis:ory 
Board 

Irish ~ed Cross Society 

Judiciary 

Educati:Jn 

Higher Education Auth:ority 

Committee of Enquiry into 
Reformatory and Industrial 
Schcnls 

UNESCO National Commissi::Jn and 
"Executive C:muni ttee 

T.JNZSCO General C:onference 

3 (1 Assistant 
Whip in the G::Jvernment 
Party) 

5 

1 

1 (Medical 
Direct:or) 

1 (Chairman) 

l (Children 1 s 
Court) 

1 

3 (1 Chaim.an) 

2 

Several 

Out :of a total :of 
144 
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C::>uncil ::>f Eur::>pe 

N1.1lllber ::>f -w::>men 

l (Permanent 
Representative) 

Percentage ::>f w::>men 

As regards the implementati::>n ::>f the principles ::>f the United Nati::>ns 

C::>nventi::>n ::>n the P::>litical Rights ::>f H::>men, the G::>vernment has recent)¥ set up 

a C::>mmissi::>n ::>n the Status ::>f ~-bmen under the chairmanship ::>f a w::>man. It is m::>st 

unlikely that the C::>mmissi::>n -will deal with the matters ab::>ut which reservati::>ns 

-were made -when the C::>nventi::>n was ratified by this c::>untry. 

I ... 
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The C0nstituti0n 0f the Republic 0f Kenya guarantees the exercise 0f political 

rights by all, with0ut discrimination on gr0unds :Jf sex. 

In the 1969 general election, a woman was elected to Parliament, and another 

nominated by the President t0 Parliament. 

In the delegations to sessi:Jns :Jf the United Nati:Jns General Assembly, 

Kenya n:Jrmally includes at least one delegate. As far as employment is concerned, 

the number of women has steadily increased, as the enclosed list of 1968 and 

1969 indicates. 

I . .. 



A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

' 

---

EMPLOYMENT AND MONTHLY AVERAGE INCCME BY JOB CATEGORY, SEX AND SECTOR 

1968 and 1969 

1968 1969 

PRIVATE PUBLIC PRIVATE PUBLIC 
JOB CATE:GORY SEX 

Employees Monthly Employees Monthly Employees Monthly Employees I 
Av. Av. Av. 

Income -Income Income 

REGULAR EMPLOYEES 
Directors and top level Males 5,875 2,126 900 3,220 8,931 2,200 1,058 
administrators ••..•.. Females 444 907 133 l 670 635 l 000 ll 

Professional • • • • • • • . Males 2,083 2,359 2,256 2,156 2,084 2,b00 2,825 
Females 921 l 863 967 2,000 631 2100 339 

Executive and managerial .. Males 5,275 2, 543 6,005 2,2~0 5,509 2,~00 6,5~4 
Females 470 l 550 553 1,360 810 1600 461 

Technicians works, managers, 
workshop foremen and other Males 8,203 1,322 9.395 1,220 9,278 1,450 13,124 
supervisory personnel . . . Females 399 979 447 860 314 l 300 2,141 
Teachers . . . . . . . . . . Males 6' 2li:J 291 27' 102 390 l,b97 320 2~~ 721; 

Females l 602 514 6 776 6oo 4, 5515 520 716 
Secretaries, stenographer's Males 510 912 ~08 71:!0 575 950 ~09 
and typists . . . . . . . . Females 2,903 l 102 l 850 l 010 3,034 1200 1,857 
Clerks • • • • • • • • • • • Males 10,120 b97 l6,bl4 500 11,004 700 l9,15tl , 

Females 1,070 781 1,661 630 1,083_ 790 l 097 
Book-keepers, cashier Males 2,932 935 953 1,150 3,190 1,000 1,655 
and book-ke.eping clerks . . Females 297 926 95 1100 305 990 95 
Operators of office Males 613 71:!7 669 560 tllO I:JOO 1,057 
machines . . . . . . • . . . Females 292 782 23 550 349 Boo 252 
Technical sales representa- Males 1,1:!4) __ 1,261_ 2~- 1:!30 1,51:!0 1,300 ' ~i1 tives and brokers . . . . . Females 92 829 470 56- 908 
Shop assistants . . . . . . Males 2,223 373 171' 400 2,397 ::. 129 

Females 372 432 31 440 468 30 
Skilled and semi-skilled Males 53,1JOO 371 46,670 290 55,61!3 31JO 50,797 
not included above • • • • . Females 2 222 321 l 728 240 3 009 360 4 000 
Unskilled labourers . . . . Males lt\4, 091 l4b 50,446 2b0' 11:!4,659 200 50,1:!94 

Females 21,551 107 :;:,_310 190 21,488 180 2__,_ 475 

TOTAL Males 283,786 365 161,859 490 288,397 400 173,830 
Females 32,635 335 19,588 46o 36,783 355 22,087 

L___ ___ 
--------- ' ·- - ·- - ---- - --- -- -----

Monthly 
Av. 

Income 

3,200 
1 Boo 

2,400 
2,000 
2,000 
1400 

1,4oo 
1,000 

~00 
6oo · 
720 
980 
500 
6oo 

1,150 
1,100 

560 
550 

l,QOO 
55D 
420 
450 
300 
250 
260 
200 

515 
485 

.'U "' > '" :; --­
'""'" (X) CDI-'1-' 

>-'· "' 
(X) "' 1\) l:l':;;-

0. 
0. . 
1-' 
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28 Oct::>ber 

Englisl:J 
1970 

Vbmen in Kuwait are eligible t::> high g::>vernmental p::>sts with::>ut 

discriminati::>n, pr::>vided they have the required qualificati::ms f::>r such p::>sts. 

M::>reover, Kuwaiti laws pertaining to g::>vernment service contains provisions 

which take int::> consideration the special circumstances of married women. 

However, until now women in Kuwait have not occupied certain positions such 

as Member of the National Assembly, a judicial post, a Cabinet posi, Ambassador 

or a member of any Kuwait delegation to sessions of the General Assembly. 

I ... 
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NIGERIA 

LOriginal: Englis~7 
16 Oct::>ber 1970 

The G::>vernment has adhered strictly t::> the provisions of the Conventi::>n on 

P::>li tical Rights ::>f \'/::>men, in particular articles :I t::> III. 

The f::>ll::>wing infe>rmati::>n is furnished c::>ncerning ,,,;:,men h::>lding high p::>sts: 

Number ::>f w::>men Percentage ::>f w::>men 

Civilian C8mmis s i:mers (Minieters) 

Judge ::>f the High C::>urt 

Permanent Secretary ::>f a Ministry 

2 

l 

l 

Several w::>men are h::>lding seni::>r p::>sts like chief magistrates, principal 

State c::>unsel, medical ::>fficers, university lecturers, administrative ::>fficers 

and State c::>unsel. 

I ... 
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The f0ll0wing inf~rmati0n is furnished c0ncerning w0men elected t0 

Parliament and h0lding high p0sts: 

Nati0nal Assembly 

N:Jminated 

Elected representatives 

Elected alternates 

Number 0f w0men 

343 

14 

80 

Percentage 0f women 

18.8 

9·3 

26.4 

In the Parliamentary electi:Jn in 1969 the foll0wing votes were cast in 

percentage :Jf total elect:Jrate: 

Cities and urban areas 

Rural districts 

High administrative posts 

Applicatbns 

App0intees 

R0yal Commissi:Jns, G:Jvernment 
Committees, other official 
b::Jdies 

53 

8 

547 membere 

84.1 (85.2 men) 

81.8 (84.6 men) 

3-5 

1.8 
( c0nstituting 
15 per cent 0f v/Omen 
applicants). 

9-7 

Increase in percentage 
of women over 1965/66 
was 1.8. 

In 1968 and 1969 no w0men were appointed delegates to the United Nati~ns. 
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ROMANIA 

Loriginal: Frenc~ 
ll N~vember 1970 

In the S~cialist Republic ::Jf Romania the full equality of rights, including 

political rights, of women and men is established as a fundamental principle of 

all social activity under articles 17 and 23 of the Constitution adopted ::m 

21 August 1965. This equality of women and men was also established by the 

Constitution adopted in 1952 and 1948. 

In application of the constitutional provisions, Act No. 28/1966 relating 

to the election of deputies to the Grand Nati::mal J\ssembly and to the People's 

Councils guarantees to women the right to elect members to and to be elected 

to the organs of State authority :m equal terms with men. The f::>l.J.::>wing 

inf::>rmation is furnished concerning women elected to parliament and holding 

high p::>sts: 

Number of women Percentage ::>f women 

~rand National Assembly ( ::,c.iG of a total ::>f 465 
deputies) 

Vice-President of the State 
C::>uncil 

Members ::>f the State C::>uncil 

People's C::>uncils deputies (f::>r 
departments, municipalitie7, 
municipal districts in Bucarest, 

l 

2 

towns and communes). 41,000 

Standing Co~mittees ::>f People's 
Councils over 

National Council of the 
Socialist Unity Front 

Judges ::>f the Supreme Court 

C::>urts ::>f the first instance 

H::>men active in the g::>verning 
c::>mmittees ::>f trade union 

10, ceo 

51 

3 

l/3 ::>f the t::>tal 

organizati:Jn 154, COO 

l/3 ::>f the t::>tal number 
::>f deputies 

Council handicrafts co-::>peratives 2C~ 

Consumer co-::>perative councils 16% 

Council ::>f the National Union 
of agricultural co-operatives 40 

I ... 



Members ::>f creative unions of 
writers, composers, plastic 

Number ::>f w::>men 

artists, actors and journalists over l,OOO 
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Percentage ::>f w::>men 

The principle ::Jf equality between men and women is also applied in 

recruitment t::J and the participati::>n ::>f women in the w::>rk of the organs ::>f 

State administrati::>n and justice. 

A considerable number ::>f w::>men w::>rk in the e::ecutive committees of the 

departmental, municipal, urban and communal councils ::Jf the National Socialist 

Unity Fr::>nt, a number of them h::Jlding the office ::>f chairman or vice-chairman. 

Dozens ::>f w::Jmen exercise directive functions - Secretary-General, Direct::Jr­

General, Director or Deputy Director - in the ministries or ::>ther central 

instituti::>ns or enterprises. In the judicial services, fr::Jm which w::Jmen were 

excluded in the past several hundred women exercise the functi::Jns ::Jf presidents 

::>f courts, p:rosecut::>rs, judges, notaries, etc. 

vbmen at present form part of the Romanian delegati::Jns to the sessi::>ns ::>f 

the General Assembly ::Jf the United Nations and ::Jtber United Nations b::>dies, to 

internati::>nal congresses and meetings ::Jf internati::>nal ::>rganizations ::>f which 

R::>mania is a member. 




