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Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session

1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary GQuestions has
condidered the report of the Sceretery-General on pattern of coufereaces (A/SlﬁB)
and the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1971 and preliminary calendars

for 1972 and 1973 (A/8135/add.1).

2. Thé Becretary-General submitted his report in accordance with the terms of
General Assenmbly resclution 2509 (XXIVY), which called for an extension of the study
provided for in Economic and Social Council resclution L1460 {XLVII), to include the
whole area of conferences and meetings held by subsidiary organs of the General
Assembly. Economic and Social Counecil resclution L4AC (XIVII) requested a study of
the trends in the number and leagth of meetings and conferences held in the
economic and social fields and in the fleld of human rights, of the resulting
changes in the number of 1lnterpretation, translation and servicing personnel for
the conferences and of the costs of temporary assistance services related to the
conferences. In addition, General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) called on the
Secretary-General to incorporste into the study "proposals coucerning the calendar
of conferences for 1971 and following years, which would allow for the most
rational and economic use possible of the administrative premises and staff
essigned to confereuce and meeting services both at Headgquarters in New York and at

the United Nations Office in Geneva".
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3. The report of the Secretary-General shows that the total number of meetings
and conferences held by United Hations bodies at Headguarters and Geneva (excluding
mectings of the specialized agecucies) increased from 4,652 ia 1965 to 5,959 in 1989.
. The Secretary-General reporis that there is a trend towards an Increase in the
numcer and length of meetingzs by the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly at
New York and Geneva, primarily as a result of the c¢reatlon of new subsidiary organs.
The number of meetings of such organs held ia 1969 totalled 1,010, compered with
455 in 1965} and the sum total of length of sessions ia 1959 was 728 days, compared
with 337 days in 1965.

5. The number and length of meetings held in the economic aad soclal field and

in the field of human rights which took place at Geneva also show an increase
between 1965 and 1969, while those held at New York have decreased, owing to the
transier of the United Naticuns Conference on Trade and Development Trom New York

to Geneva in 1966 and the transfer of the Uaited Nations Industrial Development
Organization from New York to Vienna in 1967. Reference should also be made ©o

the provision of General Assembly resolution 2116 (XX}, which allows up to three
sesslons of Headguarters-based functlonal commissions or commivbeeg of the

Economic and Social Council to be held at Geneva duriang the period from September
to December.

5. The Advigory Committee notes that the number of meetings of regional groups
and cbher informal meetings have increased both at Headquarters and at Geneva.

The number of such meetings which ook place at Headouarters in 1969 was 596,
representing nearly a 100 per cent increase over the number held in 1965, which

wag 307. A total of 989 meetings were held at Geneva in 1959, compared with 756

in 1955, which represents a smaller increase.

7. To cope with the growth iun the over-all programme of mectings and conferences
and the corresponding volume of documentaticon, records and publications, the number
of interpretation and translation posts at Headquarters and Geneva have been
inereased over the last five years. The lncrease at Geneva has been more marked.
As a result of the transfer of the United Nations Confereunce on Trade and
Development, mentioned in pavagraph 5 above, twenty-eight new permanent posts for
translators and revisers and sizht new permanent posts for luterpreters have been

created at Geneva., The costes of temporary assistance 1o service meetings of the

/..



4/8172
English
Fage 3

subsidlary orgeuns of the General Assembly and meetings in the economic and social
Tiela and in the field of human rights at Geneva also showed a steady increase
between 1965 and 1959. At Headduarters, temporary staff has been engaged only

for the sessions of the Gencvral Assembly.

g. The calendar of confersnces for 1971 and the preliminary calendars for 1972
and 1973 were established in accordance with General Assembly resolusion 2609 (XXIV)
and do not include meetings which are not covered by the provisions of the
resolution. Conferences which might be convened and meetings of bodies which

might be created as a result of deliberations at Ghe twenty-fifth session of the
General Asseunicly are not provided for in the calendar.

9. The Advisory Committee notes thet the calendar makes provision for some bodies,
of which the duration of the sessgions and the number and location of meetings have
not yvet been decided. The nature of some of those bodies 1s such that their
meetings could easily be fitted in at no additional expense ©o the Organization.
There are others, however, such as the Scilentific and Technlcal Sub-Committes and
the Lezal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space,; in
regpecs of which the level oi che costs could be greatly affected by the choice

of dates and venue. The Advisory Committee trusts that these will be decided in
the light of the over-all programms of meetings and the avallability of conference
gservicing stalf and facilities, to achieve the greatest possible economies.

10. The calendar of confeveinces doegs not Lake into consideration any additional
meetlags which might be transferred from New York to Geneva through decisions of
the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session. In this connexion, the

Advisory Comnittee recalled that the guestion of extending the practice of holding
meetings of United Nations organs at the Palais des Nationg, Geneva, where additicunal
conf'erence rooms are being bullt was discussed during the twenvy-fourth session of
the Geuneral Assembly. The Acdvisory Commlttes has been informed that the Secretary-
General will review this cuestion in 1971. The Advisory Committee understands

that whereas additional teams of interpreters could be asslgned to Geneva as the
facilities in the Palais extension come ioto use, the location of translators and
typists 1s determined by the locaticn of substantive staff who are responsitle for

the pre-session and post-session documentaticn.
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11. TIn his report, the Secreiary-General suggests that the question of changes in
the distribution of meetings petween Geuneva and New York be deferred uatil the
twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly for the following reasons: (a) the
study of the optimum distribution of Secretariat functlons called for by General
Asseriply resolution 2618 (XMIV) will be submitted to the General Assewbly at its
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twenby-sixth session; (b) the Joint Inspection Unit will submit its report on
documencaticn related to meetings and on the proceedings at neetings during 197%;
{c) the manpower survey of the United Nations Office at Geneve will be undertalken
and completed by the Administracive Management Service in 1971; aand (d) additional
conference rooms at the Palals des Watlons are expected 4o come into use 1a 1972.
In this coansxicn, the Advizory Committee understands that the conference rooms in
gquestion may become available at a date later thaun that anslclpated by the
Secretary-General.

12, W%While recognizing that she widening field of iuterests of the United Nations
family mey necessitate an expansion in the programme of conferences and meetings,
the Committee urges that Lhe responsible organs exercise the utmost caution in
calling for additional meetinzys, keeping in mind the budgelfary imgplications of
tnelr decislons. The proliferation of conferences and meetlngs in recent years
has aggravated the problem of priorities. In the opinion of the Advisory Committee,
the Secretary-General, with his cver-all responsibility for the Organization, is
ian uhe best position to sugressc an order of priorities on the basis of which the
competent lntergovernmental organs would determine the pattein of conferences in
any zlven year.

15. B8ubject to the above chscrvations, the Advisory Committee concurs in the
recomnendation of the Secretary-Gensral that the question of changes in the
disbrivutlion of meetings betueen New York and Geneva be deferred until the twenty-
sixtn session of the General Assembly and that the pattern of conferences as

escablished in CGeneral Assembly resolution 2609 {XXIV) be extended for another year.





