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STATUS OF THE INTERNATICONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SCCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS, THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT CN CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND
THE OPTIONAL FROTOCCL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
POLITICAL RIGHTS

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral

1. On 16 December 1966, at its 1496th plenary meeting, the General Assenmbly, by
resclution 2200 A {XXI), adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession the International Covenant on Heonomic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Politicai Rights, and the Optional Protocol

to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and expressed the hopé
that the Covenants and the Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded
to without delay and would come intoc force at an easrly date. The Assembly also
requested the Secretary-Genersl %o submit to its future sessions reports conecerning
the state of ratifications of the Covenants and the Cptional Protocol.

2. In response to that request, reports on the status of the International
Covenants and Optional Protocol have been presented annually to the General
Assembly as from its twenty-second session in 1967. At its 1835th plenary meeting,
on 16 December 196G, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee, took note of the report of the Secretary-General to the twenty-fourth
gession (A/7682 and Add.l) and reguested him to submit at the twenty-fifth sessicn
another report, which would he considered ms a separate agendas ltem.

3. Accordingly, the Secretary-General has the honour to submit the following
information relating to the status of the Internationsl Covenants and Optlonsl
Protocol. As of 1% September 1978&, both Covenants had been ratified or acceded to

by eight States: Colowmbia, Costa Rica, Cypyus, Ecuador, Libyas, Syris, Tunisia and
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Uruguay. The Optional Protoccl had been ratified by four States: 'Colombia,

Costa Rica, Ecuador and Uruguay. Forty-six States had sighed the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; forty~four States had sighed the Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights; sixteen States had signed the Optional Protococl. The
States which have signed, ratified or acceded to the Covenants, and the dates of
their gignature, zratification or accession are listed in the annex hereto.

L. Each of the two International Covenants will come into force three months

after the thirty-fifth instrument of rstificatiocn or accession has been deposited.i/
The Covenants are open for sighature and ratification or accessiocan by any State
Member of the United Nations or State member of the specialized agencies, by any
State Party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice and by any other
State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to
become a party to the Covenants. The Opticnal Protocol is open for signature and
ratification or accession by any State which has ratified or acceded to the Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant on
Civil and Pclitical Rights, the Cptional Protocol will come into force three

months after the tenth instrument of ratification or accession to it has been

deposited.

g/ Article 27 of the Coverant on Econcmie,-Social and Cultural Rights and
article 49 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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ANNEX
A. International Covenant on Zconomic, Social and Cultural Rights
State Pate of Date of
gilgnature rgtification or
accession (a)
Algeria 1G December 1968
Argenting 16 February 1968
Belgium 10 December 1968
Bulgaria 8 October 1968
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 19 March 1965
Chile 16 September 1969
China 5 October 1967
Colombis 21 December 1966 29 October 1969
Costa Rica 19 December 19656 29 November 1958
Cyprus 9 January 1967 2 April 1969
Czechoslovakia 7 Cetober 1968
Denmark 20 March 1968
Ecuador 29 September 1967 6 March 1969
1l Salvador 21 September 1967
Federal Republic of Germany 9 October 1968
Finland 11 October 1967
Guinea 28 February 1967
Guyana 22 August 1968
Honduras 19 December 1966
Hungary 25 March 1969
Iceland 30 December 1968
Iran 4 April 1968
Iraq 18 February 1969
Terasl 19 December 1966
Italy 18 January 1967
Jamaica 19 December 1966
Liberia 18 April 1967
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State

Libya

Madagascar

Malta

Mongolia

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Philippines

Poland

Romania

Sweden

Syria

Tunisia

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic

United Kingdom

Uruguay

Venszuela

Yugoslavia

Tate of Date of
sighature ratification or

accession (a)

15 May 1970 (a)

1k April 1970
22 October 1968

5 June 1968
25 June 1969

12 November 1958
20 March 1968

19 December 19665

2 March 1967
27 June 1968
29 September LO67

21 April 1959 (a)

30 April 1968 18 March 1969
20 March 1968

18 March 1968

4 Avgust 1967

16 September 1968
21 February 1967 1 April 1970C
2l June 1969

8 August 1967



B. Taternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

State Date of
gighature

Algeria 10 December 1068

Argentina
Belgium

Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republie

"

Chile

China
Colombia
Costa Riea
Cyorus
Czechioslovakia
Denmark
Ecyador

Ll Salvador
Federal Republic of Germany
Finland
Guinea
Guyansas
E.nduras
Huwgary
Teeland
Iran

Iraq

Israel
Ttaly
Jemaica
Liberia

Libya

19 February 1668
1C Deceasbver 1968
8 Octoper 1980

19 March 1968

16 September 1660
Octsber 19AT
21 December 1966

19 December 1966

N

Janvary 1937
Qecoher LOGE
20 March 1968
4 April 1968
21 September 1967
October 1968
11 October 1967
28 Februvary 1967
22 August 1968
19 Decenber 1966
25 March 1569
30 December 1988
L April 1968
18 Febrvary 1969
1S December 1966
18 Januasry 1967

—~ W0

O

o

19 Decemper 1866

18 April 1967
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Date of

ratification or

accession (a)

29 October 1959
29 November 1968

2 April 1969

& March 19569

15 May 1970 (a)
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State

Madagascar
Mongolia
Wetherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Romania
Sweden
Syria

Tunisia

Ukrsginian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Boviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic

United Kingdom

Uruguay
Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Date of
signature

17 Sentember 1559
5 June 1368

25 June 15869

12 November 1568

20 March 1968

19 December 1965
2 March 1957

27 June 19€8

29 September 1967

30 April 1668
20 March 1968

18 March 1965

4 Avgust 1967

16 September 1968
21 February Lo67
24 June 1969

8 Avgust 1967

Date of

raetification or

accession (a)

21 April 1959 (a)
18 March 1969

1 April 1970
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“C. Optional Protocol to the Internationsl Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights
State Date of Date of
signature ratification or

accegeion (a)

3

China
Colombia
Costa Ricea
Cyprus
Denmark
Eeuador

£1 Salvador
Finland
Honduras
Jamaica
Madagascar
Netherlands
Horway
Philippines
Sweden

Uruguay

5 October 1967
21 December 1956
19 Dccember 1966
19 December 1966
2C March 1968

L April 1968
21 September 1987
11 December 1367
19 December 1966
19 December 1966
17 September 1969
25 June 196G
20 March 19€8
19 December 1966
29 September 1967
21 February 1967

29 October 1939
29 November 1960

& March 1969

1 April 1970





