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Report of the Secretary-General 

1. On 16 December 1966, at its 1496th plenary meeting, the General Assembly, by 

resolution 2200 A (XXI), adopted and opened for signature, ratification and 

accession the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 

International Covei1ant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Optional Protocol 

to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and expressed the hope 

that the Covenants and the Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded 

to without delay and would come into force at an early date. The Assembly also 

requested the Secretary-General to submit to its future sessions reports concerning 

the state of ratifications of the Covenants and the Optional Protocol. 

2. In response to that request, reports on the status of the International 

Covenants and Optional Protocol have been presented annually to the General 

Assembly as from its 

on 16 December 1969, 

twenty-second session in 1967. At its 1835th plenary meeting, 

the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 

Committee, took note of the report of the Secretary-General to the twenty-fourth 

session (A/7682 and Add.l) and requested him to submit at the twenty-fifth session 

another report, which would be considered as a separate agenda item. 

3· Accordingly, the Secretary-General has the honour to submit the following 

information relating to the status of the International Covenants and Optional 

Protocol. As of 15 September 197&. both Covenants had been ratified or acceded to 

by eight States: Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ecuador, Libya, Syris, TUnisia and 
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Uruguay. The Optional Protocol had been ratified by four States: Colombia; 

Costa Rica, Ecuador and Uruguay. Forty-six States had signed the Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; forty-four States had signed the Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights; sixteen States had signed the Optional Protocol. The 

States <1hich have signed, ratified or acceded to the Covenants, and the dates of 

their signature, ratification or accession are listed in the annex hereto. 

4. Each of the two International Covenants will come into force three months 

after the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or accession has been deposited)/ 

The Covenants are open for signature ar.d ratification or accession by any State 

Member of the United Nations or State member of the specialized agencies, by any 

State Party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice and by any other 

State "hich has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to 

become a party to the Covenants. The Optional Protocol is open for signature and 

ratification or accession by any State which has ratified or acceded to the Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol will cotre into force three 

months after the tenth instrument of ratification or accession to it has been 

deposited. 

Article 27 of the Covenant on Economic,~Social and Cultural Rights and 
article 49 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
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A. International Covenant on ~conomic, Social and Cultural Rights 

State ---

Algeria 

ATgentina 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

CyprLlS 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Finland 

Guinea 

Guyana 

Honduras 

Hungary 

Iceland 

I :ran 

Iraq 

Israel 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Liberia 

Date of 
signature 

10 December 1968 

19 February 1968 

10 December 1968 

8 October 1968 

19 March 1968 

16 September 1969 

5 October 1967 

21 Iecember 1966 

19 December 1966 

9 January 1967 

7 October 1968 

20 March 1968 

29 September 1967 

21 September 1967 

9 October 1968 

ll October 1967 

28 February 1967 

22 August 1968 

19 December 1966 

25 March 1969 

30 December 1968 

4 April 1968 

18 February 1969 

19 December 1966 

18 January 1967 

19 Decerr,ber 1966 

18 April 1967 

Date of 
ratification or 
accession (a) 

29 Octe>ber 1969 

29 November 1968 

2 April 1969 

6 March 1969 
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Libya 

Madagascar 

Malta 

Mongolia 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Philippines 

Poland 

R:omania 

S1c1eden 

Syria 

Tunisia 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 

Union of Soviet Socialist Rer)ublics 

United Arab Republic 

United Kingdom 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Yugoslavia 

Date of 
signature 

14 A~ril 1970 

22 October 1968 

5 June 1968 

25 June 1969 

12 November 1968 

20 March 1968 

19 December 1966 

2 March 1967 

27 June 1968 

29 September 1967 

30 A~ril 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

4 August 1967 

16 September 1968 

21 February 1967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 

Date of 
ratification or 
accession (a) 

15 May 1970 (a) 

21 April 1969 (a) 

18 March 1969 

l April 1970 



B. Inter-national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

s-Late ---

Algeria 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Bu.lgaria 

Byelorussian S:)viet S:Jcia.list Republic 

Chile 

China 

C:Js Ca Rica 

Czech::;slovakia 

Denmark 

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Finland 

GIJ_inea 

Gu.yana 

H . .;:J.duras 

Htmgary 

Iceland 

Iran 

Iraq 

Israel 

Italy 

JaElaica 

Liberia 

Libya 

Date of 
signature 

lO December 1968 

19 February 1968 

lO Dece'":ber 1968 

8 Ocb'oer 1968 

19 March 1968 

16 September 1969 

5 Oct cber 1967 

21 Deceti1ber 1966 

19 December 1966 

9 January 1967 

7 OctCJ1Jel' 1968 

20 March 1968 

4 April 1968 

21 September 1967 

9 October 1968 

ll October 1967 

28 February 1967 

22 August 1968 

19 December 1966 

25 March 1969 

30 December 1968 

4 April 1968 

18 February 1969 

19 December 1966 

18 January 1967 

19 December 1966 

18 April 1967 
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Date of 
ratification :Jr 
accession (a) 

29 Oct::>ber 1969 

29 November 1968 

2 April 1969 

6 March 1969 

15 May 1970 (a) 
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State ---

!1adagascar 

Mongolia 

Netherlands 

Ne" Zealand 

Nonmy 

Philippines 

P·CJland 

Romania 

Syria 

Tunisia 

Ul~rainian Soviet Socialist Repti~Jlic 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

United Arab Republic 

United Kingdom 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Yug:Jslavia 

Date of 
signature 

l 7 Se ~te mber 1969 

5 June 1968 

25 June 1:769 

12 November 1968 

20 Marcl1 1968 

19 December 1966 

2 March 1967 

27 June 1968 

29 Septewber 1967 

30 April 1968 

20 March 1968 

18 March 1968 

4 A ue;ust 1967 

16 September 1968 

21 FeiJruary 1967 

24 June 1969 

8 August 1967 

Date of 
ratification or 
accession (a) 

21 April 1969 (a) 

18 March 1969 

l April 1970 

j. .. 



·C. Opti:mal Protocol to the L1ternational Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights 

State ---

China 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

Cyprus 

Denmark 

Ecuad:Jr 

E1 Salvador 

Finland 

HondL1ras 

Jamaica 

!iJadagas car 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Philippines 

Uruguay 

Date of 
signature 

5 October 1967 

21 December 1966 

19 December 1966 

19 De camber 1966 

20 March 1968 

4 A~ril 1968 

21 Se Qtember 1967 

ll December 1967 

19 December 1966 

19 December 1966 

17 SeQtember 1969 

25 June 1969 

20 March 1968 

19 December 1966 

29 September 1967 

21 February 1967 
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Date of 
ratification or 
accession (a) 

29 October 1969 

29 November 1968 

6 March 1969 

l April 1970 




