
UNiTED NATIONS 

GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/5179 
:26 November 1970 

Of(IG Ht"L: I:!IGLISH 

~.venty-fifth sessicn 
Agenda item 28 

QUESTION OF CHEi"~ICAL i:U'JD Bi\C~'ERIOLOG-ICAL (BIULOGICi\L) -vJF.APONg 

l. 1lle item entitled nQues-ti.on of c.:i-Jenr1 .. cal and bacter·i_ological (biological) 

weapor:.s: report of the Conference o:f the Comrr.ittee on Dj_ssrmarnent,.1 
HaS ir.cludecl 

by the Secretary -Ger~eral ir: the p::.·o,/j_sior:al agenda of ..~...:;he .f:.~·;enty--fiftb session 

on the basts of Generc1 As;3cn-Ol.:r re::nlution 2603 (XXIV) of l.G December l959· 

2. At its l8L~3rd p12L-.. c;y :tl.._J;tins, or. 18 0"?J;tember 1970, the General Asserr..Cly; 

en the l~ecorr.:rr::_endation of :~.he GeneraJ.. Committee, decided to incLJ.de tti.s LtetY'. in 

the ae;endo and allocated j:f; to the B'ir ::_:t \~omr;;.ittee for con si de:!..~B tl.on and report~ 

). At its 1'(26th meeting~ on .3 Cc:tober, the First Conmitt.ec decidej to :nulcJ a 

combined general debote on all seven agenda itetn.s relating tc c~j_;::,armr~me::t 

al_Located tc it, r:amely: 

(l) Q.ue st ion of general 
of the Co~mni ttee on 

ancl comclete disarrnament: 
Disa:cma;n("'nt (itern ? () _; 

rer..loTt of the Con:C'e.ren2e 

Question of ctemical e..nd bacte:~:Lological (bioJ.ogical) l'lear 'ns: 
of the Conference ~Lf the ·-=nmr:J..itte.e or: I:d.u:t:cmam_errt (ite:-.c. 2Cl.) _; 

rep crt 

(3) -;.Jrgent need fo:-c ,susper.s icn o~ nuclear Ult]_ the:crJor:::r._c L:::ar tests: report 
of the Cor.ference of th0 Ccmmittee on Disarmament (item 29); 

(4) Implementation of tlle ~-:--esults of l}le Ccn:E'eren-:-:e o.t Non ·Nucleal'-\'•re:J.pon 
States: rep·~·xc-~ o:f tbe 8f~cref;ecJ'Y·"Ger::e:r:_~]_ (item 3J); 

I ... 



,:,/8179 
En!::lish 
Page 2 

(5) Establish:;:ent, Hi thin the framework of the International Atomic Energy 
.~.\gency, of an inte~national ser-vice for nuclear explosions for peaceful 
purposes under appropriate international control: report of the 
International Atomic Energy J\gency (item 31); 

( 6) Status Df the implementation of General Assembly resolution 2456 B (XXIII) 
concerning the s:Lgnat ure and rat ificati.on of Additional Protocol II of 
the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 1/leaponEJ in Latin America 
(T'reaty of' Tlatelolco) (item 93); 

('"r) Eeoncrnic and social consequences of the armaments race and its extremely 
:1armful effects en world peace and securit;y (item glt). 

L~. J:'he general debate on these seven items too~~ place at the l748th to 17G2nd 

meetings, from 2 to l6 November 1970. 

5- The First Ccmmittee had hefcre it, j_n connexion vdth agenda item 28, the 

fcll01qing documents: (l) the repo:ct of the Conference of the Committee on 

Disarmament (A/80)9); and (2) a letter dated 23 October 19'{0 from the Permanent 

Rep2:·esentative of :::oland to the President of th~ ~e.neral Assembly (A/8136), 

subrr.itting) on behalf of Dulgc;ri.aJ the :i"3yelorussian Soviet Socialist Eepc.blic, 

Czechoslovakia:. Hungary, l(ongolia, PcL·,ndJ 1\or;:uni.r::=., the U}:rainian Suvie t Socialist 

Republic and. tl1e Union of Soviet Soc_ialist Republics, the text of a revised draft 

convention on the p:rcf'_ibition of t~Je developrnent, p:r:-cducti.on end stockpiling of 

chemica] ond bacter"iological (biological) ~~~·eapons and on the destruction of suet_ 

v1ea pons • 

6. On 6 November~ the Unite:J. Kingd~~ of GE_~~t Brit~in anQ Northern Ireland 

submitted a dra.ft reso.luticn (t\/C.l/L.52G)~ v7h:i.cb. read as follo~·lS! 

11 ~ec.2_~~_in_s_ ~~ts !'esolution 2603 B (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 

11TI!elcoming the •:Jork of Governments :in aursuance of that resolution in 
acquaiilting pub-lic opinion of the report of the Secretary-General on chemical 
and bacteriologic.ctl (biological) r,.ieapons and the effects of their possible 
use, 

"Noting the report of' the Director-General o:t' the ';/orld Health 
Organization on health aspects of chemical and biolcgical ~~reapons, 
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'
1Resff:ir:::ing the impcn·-cance (;-f ·-(,~ e P:::-otoco}_ .fc;r the P::·chibi.tion uf tLe 

Use _i_r:, -\~ia-rO~!;Spbyxi2-L.i . .ng ~ Poi .:;onou ,:; or Vcner ~'uses and cf Bacter:L( -1ogice.l 
JVletho6 s cf ;,.,•nrfare, s igued at Gen>::va u:rl 17 ,J lU~.e 1925" 

11 ~~£~~-~-~-?~§. o:Z· the conti.nuing need t:.l t::ai.nta:i.n inviolr.1te the Genev-a 
Protocol GDd "to ensur·e its cnive::·,::;al upr,:U_r;ation 5 

:rNi:r..iJfFl of the conc:!lusion of the:: n;;port Dy the Cnited. J:·Jc:;_"i:;ion~ 
Sec:rct:i'ry'.:Gen.er:::~l that th2 p:rosr-ec~s foT generB1 and ccmplete disarmamer~(~ 
·:1nder effect.ive international control. a~1dj henc~e_;j for J!eD.c:e -t-:;hy-oughuut tbe 
,.,,rorld \10uld Cn·ighten sip)::.if:icontl.:v· if L:C.~: de,.reJopment;J prc,duction a:ce. 
stoc~;<,:pi.ling of che·.:nical and t,c_c(:.e:r:LolD£?)-ca1. (1;~l.ologi(·.z<l.) agents i:r..tended 
:":'or purposes of -\\'21' 'dere tc e:::-1d ;;~nd if they ~"!ere el.itnin:rb:;j_ from all 
militaTy aruenalsJ 

11 Rec~~K02:.zinp,_ t!12 .J"mpo:ctance \·:h:Lct the: nati.c-ns :Jf th2 ·\)CXcld ettach to 
the search for effect,J.ve rneamxroes to de&l with ·t:.be p:rol:Jlems o:f cht~P-iical an::l 
biological ';leapon8~ 

,· 1 1~ Calls anew for .Jcll.e strict obser·,r&Lce 
objectives Of-tlie-:Prut.occ::_ for tLe 'l:;:;:·ohiDition 

of t~J.e f,r:Lne iple s an. C. 
of -u_,e Tf.se in v..far ::~r£' 

/•,sph,yxiating_1 Po:l_sorHYv.S ·~~:.c Othe:c Ga::::es;> and of .L<~:tcte2:·iolc:e;icaJ l_,letLods of 
H.::n·fare~ .signed. c_tt Gen.e-\ra c,~l 17 .Tunc l " en.·l I.Yge.c.__: ail ~~totes ,,.ihich hove 
not yet d.one so to cwceue to c~r retit'y ttc: Gellt::\"8. f·::'CY[-Jco.l..;, 

11 2. ~~elcome~_ tll0' a:.:.tion c__;,f o. n~miber C·.:" Sta.tes j_;:l t:ae coLrse of 19'-7 D 
t.o beecm.e part .. ies tn i...nE Gene·v·a J?rotocc1 in particlj_l:u·? tLe cJcces.:.d.cn 
o:c rRtification of t.~1e Cru,.rernrD_e:rts ct ?:ce,:?,il, i:ctJ.<.J.dor) Ivoi'y- Coast) ,Jarrlaic~a.~ 

Japan, Kenya; _:_';'[aJawi, l·-1&::Ltu c.nci :·:iOf'Ccco; 

nj. ::f.iakes note of the rc~po:ct vr: l>:1e Confc::rcl~e:c of t,be Ccrr..mi ttee on 
Disarmament, c:Jnt8."iniEg an ae:.c:c _mt of' tile extensi·i/t: diJC._!_ssior_s o.-2' e.l1 
aspects of -:-.he problems of :..:ht:mical rtn:i 'oiclogica -L Tde2 puns, and ·tte :'n.tml,er 
of c cnerete and posl t_~_ve pro~-~ o;se _t s put _for\-;rarJ in tfle Ccc::mlittee on 
Disarmament in. the see.rcf• :fo:_c ef:f'ec:tive -..-;~3.JS of t:3.!:dJ .. ne; and ·ver_'lfying 
a:u.y agreements J.n tt:e fiei..d o~.· clle::,icc:.l dDd biological -;veapon.s; 

(a) ~The revised d:t.E:t:'f~, Co.t!.\:'E'rlt:l.c::l .fo::~ the Frohibitior: cf' 3J.8lcgical 
.Methods of 1:~1 nrfe.rc: su_brnitted C·n 18 Augtl.st l_CY(C to th_E: Co:cference of the 
Committee em D~L~3a:trilf:.ment hj !_:he 1Js.J.i ted Kh:rgCLm. c !" G·r.·eat .Grito.i r.t ::_, 1El 

Northern Ireland. (A/30~9_, C(~D/2~~~/Eev~2), inco:r:·po:c<-:t·S:_ng f:n &n",_erl.dn:ent 
suggested b~r the Un:L--Ged States o:r /1-me:c~ica to extend -t~he scope of it.s 
prohibitJ.ons to cover ·l;ox:..ns and mo8.if:i.ed. l::·:~r a .::-.llggestic;n fY\.1-G forv.;arU b-y 
the Ki.ngc10I!1 of the T'Jethe:!:<l.erU2 :, 

I . .. 
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(b) The ·revised draft Conventicn on the Prohibition of the Development J 

Production a:c.Ci Stcck;qiLLng or· CI"-tem:Leal and Bacteriological. (Biological) 
\-ies_pons c-,nd on the Dest:cuct:':....on of Ouch Ti\feapons ::n.J.bmi tted on 23 October 1970 
to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session by Bulgaria, the 
B;yelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic~ Czechoslovakia~ Hungary, Mongolia, 
Poland, Romani.a~ the Ul<rainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of 
Soviet Soc i.alist Republics (/', /8136); 

(c) The memorandum circulated in Gen"va on 25 August 1970 by a group 
of tv1el.ve States menbers of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 
(A/8059, CCD/310) and -che important and helpful contributions made by all 
delegations to the Conference; 

(d) T'he usefc.l work.:i.ng papers and expert views put forv1ard in the 
Conference of' the Co':lmittee on Disarn:,_ament; 

u) ~ Req'.le sts the Conference of the Committee on Disa:r·mament to give 
urgent eon,sideraticn to reaching agreement on effective rr~easures to deal 
'.vith the proClems of cl1ernical and biological v:reo.pons, taking account of 
the pz-oposals referred to above; 

n6~ Requests the Secreta:c':y -General tc t:ransr:dt to the Conference of 
the CommitlP.ean B."isa:r·mament all documents and records of the First 
Committee Y'elating to questi0ns coEnect.ed with the problems of chemical 
un.d biological wear ons; 

11 7. H~gt~_est~ the Conference of the Committee on 
a report on progress achieved ·~o the General Assembly 
session~ 11 

Disarmament to present 
at its tHenty-sixth 

7 ~ On 9 November, Hungary) Eongglia and E.:.?;!._~£12-¥ subrr~ittecl. a draft resolution 

(A/C .l/L-527) P J.·lhich ree.d as folJ.c·Hs: 

11 1J:'he General Assembly_... 

"Recalling its resolutions 2~54 A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968 and 
2603 B (XXIV) of 16 December lS6S, 

11Having considered the report of the Conference of' the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/8059 )~--

"Noting that the report prepared by the United Nations Secretary-General, 
in accordance ·vii th General Assembly resolvJ.tion 2454 fv (XXIII) c"li th the 
assistance of consultant experts, on chemical and bacteriological (biological) 
weapons and the effect of their possible use, and the report of the 11orld 
Health Organization 1 s group of con.suJ.tants on health aspects of chemical 
and bacteriological --deapons, underline the immense importance and urgency 

I ... 
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univeraall.;y :.:"'elt in regard to reaching agreer::ent to halt the development, 
producti.cn and c;tockpiling of all chemical and bacteriological (biological) 
• .. veapons and to ach.ieve their effective elimination from the arsenals of 
"'v.Yeapons, 

"Recognizing that prospects of international peace and security, as 
well as the achievee1ent of the goal of general and complete disarma:r:ent 
under effective international control, Hould be enhanced· if the development, 
production and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) 
weapons were to end and if they were eliminated from all military arsenals, 

11 Conscious uf the need to maintain inviolate the Protocol for the 
lrohibition :::Jf the Use in V~'ar of Asphyxiating) Poisonous and Other Gasesj 
ar:d of BacteT:Lological l~ethods of 1Y\far.t'are, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925, 
and Co ensu1~e its urd.versal ap;;licabilit:y-, 

nNct,ing with satisfaction that ir: the forty--fifth anniversary year of 
the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in Har of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous and Other Gases, and of Becteriological lviethods of Harfare, signed 
at Geneva en 17 June 1925 ,. several count:ries have ratified or acceded to the 
Protocol:~ pui"suant to the appeo.ls of the Gener&l Assec:Oly~ and additional 
countries have announced their intention to do so, 

11 Emphusizing the urgency of the need for achieving the earliest 
elim~inatior: of~- chemical and bacteriological (biological) Heapons, 

I 

"l. Hecdfirms its resolution 2162 B (XXI) of 5 December 1966 and calls 
anev1 fer striC-:t observance by all StrJ.tes of the principles and objectives of 
the Protocol for tile Prohibition of the Use in T;Jar of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of \'Jarfare) signed 
at Geneva on 17 June l.925; 

!12. ~~tnri~s all States \·/hich Cave not :'i-'et done so to accede to or 
ratify the Geneva I=':rotocol.; 

II 

l
1l. Takes note of tD_e draft Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development~ :2Y:0ducficrl and Stockpiling of C'1emical and Bacteriological 
(Diologico.J.) ';Teapons and on -::;he rest.ruction o:: such Heapons submitted to 
the General Assembly by the delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia) Hungary:J Mongolia, PolandJ 
Romania~ the Ukrainian i.Joviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet 
;3ociaJ.i~~t RepuOl ics (..:\/8ljb) ar:d cf t~e draft Convention for the 
lJrohibition of Biological Methods rJf 'larfare submitteQ to the Conference of 

I ... 
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the Committee on Disarmament by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (A/8059, CCD/255 /Rev .2), as well as other proposals, 
including the Joint MemorandUC! on the Question of Chemical and 
Bacteriological (Biological) Methods of Vlarfare submitted at the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament by the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, 
Burma, Ethiopia} India, MexicoJ Morocco, Nigeria, :Pakistan, Sv.1eden, the 
United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia (A/8059, CCD /310); 

"2. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmamem; to give 
urgent consideration to reaching agreement on a complete prohibition and 
elimination of chemical and bacteriological (biological) '>ieapons; 

"3. Considers that such an agreement should provide for joint and 
full prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of all 
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and the exclusion of these 
means of warfare from the arsenals of States through their destruction or 
diversion for peaceful uses; 

"4. Reqy.ests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to submit 
a report on progress on all aspects of the problems of the prohibition and 
elimination of chemical and bacteriological (biological) ·weapons to the 
General Assembly at its t>venty-sixth session; 

"5. Appeals to all States, pending agreement on a complete ban of 
chemical and bacteriological (biological) Heapons to take all the necessary 
steps to facilitate and achieve at the earliest possible time such a 
prohibition and elimination of these weapons; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament all documents and records of the First 
Committee relating to questions connected Hi th the problem of chemical 
and bacteriological (biological) Heapons." 

8. On 13 November, Argentina, Brazi:!:_, Burma, Ethiopia, India, Mexico, ]l;crocco, 

Nigeria, Pakistan, Sweden, the United Arab Republic and Yugoslavia submitted a 

draft resolution (A/C.l/1.533), subsequently co-sponsored by Tunisia. The text 

of this resolution was introduced by the representative of Yugoslavia at the 

l765th meeting, on 19 November. 

9· At the same meeting, it was announced that the draft resolution submitted 

by the United Kingdom and the one submitted by Hungary, Mongolia and Poland 

(A/C.l/1.527) 1<10Uld not be pressed to the vote by their sponsors. 

10. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted the tl:lirteen-PoHer draft 

resolution (fi/C.l/L-533) by a vote of 9Lf to none, with 3 abstentions (see 

oaragraph ll beloH). 
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11. The Firr:t Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 

folloHing draft resolution: 

;;uesti,cn of chemical arod bacteriological (biological) Heapons 

Tte _Ger..eral _.,:·~ssem.Oly; 

~~:::_~_:!_fu~ of the increasing concern of the international community over 

deve::._op;;J.ents in the f'ield of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons, 

~~calling_ its resolutions 2454 A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968 and 2603 B (XXIV) 

of 1S Decer~1ber 1969, 

i·Iaving considered the report of the Conference of the Committee on " ___ 7 ___ _ 

Disa:crr.ts:cent ~ !.1 
Nc~inrz the report prepared by the Ur,i ted Nations Secretary-General, in 

accordance '.Vith General Asse::1b~.:y t8S:Jlution 2454 A (III), ~.·Jith the assistance Jf 

ccnsnltant expe.rts 5 on chemical and bacteriological (biological) loJeapons and the 

effect cf their possible use,Sf and the report of the Horld Health Organization's 

gl"oup of consultants on health aspects of chemical arld bacteriological ,,;eapons,2./ 

:Oe'-"ply convinced ttat the prospects of internatione.l peace and security, as 

Hell as the achievement of the goal of general and complete disarmament under 

effe\~ti>re international control 5 v.,rould be enhanced if the developmentJ production 

and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) agents for the purpose 

of • .. var -~·::ere to end ond if those agents were eliminated fron all military arsenals) 

Consc.ious of the need to maintain inviolate the Protocol for the Prohibition 

or t:~1e Use in \'Jar of .r\.sphYJ;:iating) Poisonous and Other Gases, and of 

Bacterioloe;.ical Methods uf v/arfare,0'. signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925, and to 

ensure its universal applicability, 

Q5:>nsci~'2_ of the urgent need for all States that have not already done so to 

accede to the Geneva Protocol of 1925, 

1/ r,j80'J9. _:; 

?) ic/7'575/Rev.l (United Nations publicotion, Sales No.: E.69.L24). 

4 j 

i·icrld Health Organization, "Health Effects of Possible Use of Chemical 
an.ci Bio~~.ogical VJeaponsn ~ 21 November 1969G 

A/7573/Rev.l (United Nations publication~ Sales No.: E.69.I.24), annex VI. 

; ... 
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l. Reaffirms its resolution 2162 B (XXI) of 5 December 1966 and calis ane;~ 

for the strict observance by all States of the principles and objectives of the 

Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in Har of f,sphyxiating, Poisonous or Other 

Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of' 'darf'are; 

2. Invites all States that have not already done so to accede to or ratify 

the Geneva Protocol; 

3· not~> of: 

(a) The revised draft Convention for the Prohibition of Biological Methods 

of Warfare)/ submitted on 18 August 1970 to the Conference of the Committee en 

Disarmament by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 

(b) The revised draft Convention on the Prohibition of the :clevelopment, 

Production and Stockpiling of Chemical and Bacteriological (Biological) -weapons 

and on the Destruction of Such Weapons,§/ submitted on 23 October 1970 to the 

General Assembly et its twenty-fifth session by Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; 

(c) The working papers, expert vie,,rs and suggestions put forward in the 

Conference of the Corrmittee on Disarmament and in the First Committee of the 

General Assembly; 

4. Takes further note of the joint memorandum on the question of chemical 

and bacteriological (biological) methods of warfare}_/ submitted on 25 August 19'70 

to the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament by Argentina, Brazil, Burma, 

Ethiopia, India, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sweden, the United Arab 

Republic and Yugoslavia; 

5. Commends the following basic approach, contained in the joint memorandum, 

for reaching an effective solution to the problem of chemical and bacteriological 

(biological) methods of warfare: 

L/ A/8059 - LC/233, annex C, document CCL/255/Rev.2. 

§/ A/8136. 

I/ A/8059 - DC/233, annex C, document CCD/310. 

I . .. 
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(a) It is urgent and important to reach agreement on the problem of chemical 

and bacteriological (biological) methods of warfare; 

(b) Both chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons should continue 

to be dealt with together in taking steps towards the prohibition of their 

development, production and stockpiling and their effective elimination from the 

arsenals of all States; 

(c) The issue of verification is important in the field of chemical and 

bacteriological (biological) weapons, and that verification should be based on a 

combination of appropriate national and international measures, which would 

complement and supplement each other, thereby providing an acceptable system that 

would ensure the effective implementation of the prohibition; 

6. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to continue its 

consideration of the problem of chemical and bacteriological (biological) methods 

of warfe:re, with a view to prohibiting urgently the development, production and 

stockpiling of those weapons and of their elimination from the arsenals of all 

States; 

7. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to submit a 

report on the results achieved to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference of the 

Committee on Disarmament all documents and records of the First Committee relating 

to questions connected with the problem of chemical and bacteriological (biological) 

methods of warfare. 




