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AND OBSERVANr.E OF HUMAN RtnHTS

ELIMINATION OF M.I. FORMS OF RACIAl, DIAC1UMINM'!ON

Letter ~ate~ 6 Februarv 1987 from th~ Permanpnt Reprpspntativp.
of Yemen to the Unite~ Nations a~~re!s~~ to thp

Secr~~arv~Gpneral

I shOUld like, in my cap~city a~ Chairman of the Group of Arab Rtat~A for thA
month of Februarv 1987, t~ ~raw attention to thA 1ett~r from thp P~rmanp.nt

Representative of the Uniter! Stlltes of Americl'! to thp. tlnitprJ Nations an" th~

resolution of the United StateA Conare~a r!ater! 15 AuauAt lQeS annexerl ther~to

container! in document A/42/67 date~ 2 Januarv 1987.

The Group of Arab StatAs is amaz~d thftt reAort shoulrt bp hart to an attftck on
relolutinn 3379 (XXX), whioh was adopted mor~ than 11 vear! aao bv the General
Assembly in accordance with the procedures CI)Atomarv 1n thp. Unjt@~ Nations an~ with
the number of votes in favour more than ~oublp. the numher of votAS aaain~t

(72~3 5.. 32) •

The Group of Arab Stat~A is amazed al~o that such an attack shnul~ b~ ma~e

reaarding a lub1ect that was decided ~nce and for all in a Durelv ~emocrltio manner
more than a deca~e aao, without the PBrticiPltion of I~rael .. which il, b~sically,

the party concerned with zionism al a loaths~me racist id,nloav .. in a clear In~

iqnominioul attempt to exploit the diffioult circumetaneeJ currpntlv besettina thp.
United Nations and with the aim of prel8urina ftn~ emharraRsina the Oraani!ation.
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In the liQht 0' the ahnv8, it il qui~~ c1Aar that the aim is nnn~ othtf than
to torce this OrQanization to ~i~!o~iate it.elf from a portion nf. thft aohievement.
of which it can 1uBtitiablY f981 prou~. Thi~ make. it incumbent on it. Members to
stand faIt in the f3CI of "uch attempts, which, it orown.~ with luoce•• , would Bet
~ precedent that mJQht hftv8 the ~ir8et conRequenoes.

The annex to the l~ttlr cantainert in document A/42/67 ~ in.pir8~ by the
~.fiance and disdain which ar8 inherent in all forms of racism Inrt which art
totallY un1u8tifi~~ in view of the lack of any forward-lookinQ vision that miQht
serVI al a basis fnr the em8rQenC~ of a new reality in the Middle BaIt, reltore
riQht and 1ustioe and ensure the impIAmentation of the inali.nahle riQhtl of t~e

Pale.tinian people, includina its riQht t~ return an1 it~ riaht to
•• lf~d.t.rmination and to the eltablishm~nt of its independent State in it. own
tftrt'ttory .. adopt, a thuateninQ tone of vilificltion a" an instrument 0' Dr....un
wiftlded hy Zionist circles inlid8 and outside I.rael tor the purpo.I of breakina
out of the isolation resultinQ from it! aQQrelBive pracliee. in th~ reaion and in
othu reaianR.

It is most amazina that thi. attempt should come at thil time, when the
aaQre.lion of zioniem aOlinlt the Paleetinian people and aaain~~ Llbanon Ind the
other n8iQhbourina Arab States has reach.d itl culmination. ~hi8 under.cores,
beYond Iny d~ubt, the tlot that IIrae1 persists in the lame philosophy .n~

oontinues to use the ~.m. m.th~~s that led th~ Gen~rl1 AssemblY morA than 11 y~ars

aQO to adopt its l.iRtodc resolution 3379 (XXXI.

Those who set themselvel UP as detenders of zionism Ihoul~ re fAr t~ the
debates that have taken clace on the Buh1ect, whethAr in the Thir~ Committee or in
the Generll ABsAmbly at th~ AIBAmbly'R thirtieth s~88ion, in order to IBoertain
that the oppononts of zionism as an 0~iOU8 type ot racism are le fir rAmoved as
they could pOSBib1Y be from anti~gemitilm and oppnsition to Judlism.

The Arahl, as Atatea and aB a nltion, reBPect an~ revere Ju~.ilm IB I revealed
re!taion and do not see in its .n~ient heritaQe any connection, as reQlr~s belief
or as reQards teaohinas and concepts, with the Zionist movement, which baBes it~

philosophy on lnlthsome racial Beparatiem, as rf!lfhlctftd in its shameful practices
and ianominious measures.

The Arahs, who are Semites b)' blood descent, ~annot be anti-Semi tic, Unlell8 a
man can be his own enemy.

w. therefore hnpe, b.cauc~ ot our concern tor the oredibi1itv and pre.~iQe ot
the United Nationl as a ma10r international oraanization, that the door will not be
opened to luoh danQerous attemptl, tor otherwise Member States will find their
••1v•• abroaatinQ on the morrpw what they do~i~A today. That i' I very arave
matttr.

I request you to have this letter circulatod I' a document ot the Oenlral
As.embly, undttr the item. entitled "Report ot the Economic Ind Social Council",
"Implementation ot the PrOQrammt of Action for the Seoond Oec.l1e to Combat Rloi.m
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Ind Rloill Di.orimin.tlo~", "Imoortance at the univer.al realilltion of the riaht
of people. to .elf-determination and ot the .oeedy ~r.ntina of ln~eo.n~eno. to
oolonial oountrie. &nd oeoole. tor the effeotive aUlrante. Ind obeervance of human
riahte" and "Elimination at III forml ot rloial dilorimination".

tSi~ned) Moh.med Salem BASBNDWAH
C airman 0' the Group ot Arab Stlte.
Ambl•••dor of the Yem.n Arab Reoublic

to the United Nation.
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