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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1. The Second Interagency Meeting on the Arab Regiocnal Centre for
the Transfer and Development of Technology was orgenized by ECWA and
held in Beirut between 27 February - 1 March 1978.

Attendance
2. The Mecting was attended by the following UN Organizations:

Bconomic Commission for Africa (ECLA), Food end Agriculture Organization (FAO),
International Lebour Organization (ILO), United Nationstonference on Trade

and Development (UNCTAD), Uniteld Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United
Nations Environment Progromme (UNEP), United Nations Bducational, Scientific

an¢ Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Industrial Developnent
Orgenization (UNIDO) and World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

bD The following Regional Organizations were represented:

Areb Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD), Arab League

Bducational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO), Counicil of

Arab Bconowmic Unity (CAEU), Industrial Developnent Centre for Arab States (IDCAS),
Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils (ACARS) and Islemic Development
Bank.

4, The following governmental organizations were present:

Abu Dhebi Fund for Arsb Bconomic Development, Acadeny of Scientific Research

and Technology (Egypt), Centre for Scientific Research and Studies (Syria),
Foundation for Scicntific Resecarch (Iraq), Notionel Council for Scientific Research
(Lebanon), Royal Scicntific Society (Jordan) and Saudi Pund for Develcpment.

5 The list of participants is presented in Annex I.

Opening Address

6. Dr. Isugil, Deputy Executive Secretary of ECWA opened the Meeting

by welconing the participants and reviewing the coupleted phases of the Plan
o1 Action for the establishment of the Arab Regional Centre for the Transfer
and Developnent of Technclogy. The full text of Dr. Ismail's speech is

given in Annex II.
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Te The Meeting then moved to its agenla. All sessicns were chaired
by the Chief of the Natural ‘Resources, Science and Technology Division of

ECWA.
Agenda
8. The Meeting adopted the following Agendas
(1) Opening Address by the Deputy Executive Sccretary.
(2) adoption of the Agenda.
(3) Organization of the work of the Mecting.
(4) Presentation of the Draft Feasibility Studye.
(5) Discussion of the Draft Foasibility Study.
(6) Other business.
(7) Adoption of the report of the lMeecting.

(8) Closure of the Meeting.

II. PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT FEASIBILITY STUDY

(agenda iten 4)

10. After e short introduction by the chairnan, Professor A. Zahlan,

ECWA's consultant, presented the Draft Foasibility Study in detail.
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ITII. DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT FEASIBILITY STUDY

(Agenda item 5)

11. Some speakers interpreted the draft feasibility study as

calling for the establishment of a consulting firm whose services are
determined by commercial considerations. In response to this it was remarked
that the proposed Centre aims at providing public services. Payment for the
cost of these services has no relation to the benefits secured by the Arab

States from these services.

12. The privileges and status called for were the subject of discussione
It was clarified that these are no more than what is granted to existing
regional organizations and that these conditions are important to safeguard

the stability and smo¢th performance of the Centre.

13, ECLA's approach to strengthen existing centres was pointed out.
It was remarked that Letin American institutions have been providing many of
the services under discussion and their decision therefore to strengthen

existing institutions is not applicable to the Arab States.

14. It was stated that the proposed size of the Centre was four times
the one presented in the original working paper and discussed at the first
Interagency Meeting. Some observed that size should be speecified and

the Centre designed to fit o smaller size while others expressed the
opinion that the size should be determined by the needs and the types cof
services called for. In response to these comments it was cmphasixed that
the size prosented in the Draft Report was based on the findings of the
missions and the scale of the transactions in the technologicél field

undertaken by the Arab States.

15. The manpower requirements of the Centre were discussed at length.
Some expressed the view that the Centre may experience difficulty in
recruiting the staff indicated. In rcesponse it was pointed out that the

pool of Arab professionals in and out of the Arab World was considerable



and it should not be difficult to receruit the numbers callcd fore Furthermore,
roughly only half the menpower involved will be on & permanent basis, the
balance will consist of consultants serving on short-term contracts. The
Centre will also recruit fron amongst the considerable nuaber of new graduates
fron Areb and foreign universities. The large number of Arabs that continue
to brein drain annually also constitute an important resource from which to

recruit.

16, It was pointed out that there exists a danger that the Centre nay

drein nanpower from existing institutions. In response it was indicated that
the numbers of professionals so recruited will be relatively small and
certainly not in excess of the novements of professionals presently cxperienced
in the region. The Centre could assist institutions so affected in finding

replaccrents.

17. It was nentioned that the Centre may have to be involved in the

initial period in training its young recruits.

18. It was pointed out that the feasibility study reflected the findings

of the nissiomsaccurately.

19. One participant felt that the pnissions were of short duration and the

volune of information collected could have been more extensive.

20. The subject of co-ordination betwecn ECA and ECWA was raised and
it was stated that co—operative efforts botween ECWA end ECA in establishing

this Centre have been underway since the inception of the project.

2l. It was urged that the Draft Feasibility Study should include
specific reference to services to be rendered by the Centre to the Least
Developed Arab States and that favoursble treatment should be given to these

countries.

224 With regard to the premotional nature of the Centre it was stated
that the proposed Centre should promote the estoblighnent and strengthening
of national centres for the transfer of technology and should establish

linkages with existing national centres.
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23. In the field of training the size and functions of the proposed
training progrannes received attention. It was noted by some that the nunber
of such programmes could be reduced. Attention was given to the financing of

the participants end the technological content of the programies.

24. With respect to technology planning it was indicated that under

the function of policy lesign the centre should provide assistance in the
preparation of national technology plans. This function will be included in the
revised version. It was also nentioned that under the saue function the

Centre could provide assistance in technology essessnent.

25. With respect to 'Information' transfer it was suggested that the
proposed Centre establish linkages with and noke use of the existing or

planned information centres and network operating in and out of the Arab World.

26. Under the item "Level of Activity" it was nentioned that the revised
docunent should present a range of possibilities for the level of effort

of the various functions.

27, It was pointed cut that several irab States need assistance in the

preparation of requests for proposals and the design and negotiation of contractse.
prox g

28, It was gencerally felt that the proposed three-tier and one-ticr
systens would not be suitable. The three-tier systea will be too cumbersore
while the one-tier systen will not provide adequate representation of all
concerned parties. The two-tier systen was favoured. The fornuls of a general
asseibly izceting cevery three years was gencrally accepteds It was felt that

a general assenbly and an executive Conmittee would be undesirsble because

of possible conflicts between the direcctor and the exccutive Comnittee.
Consequently the general assenbly should thus clect a governing Board ol

9 to 13 wembers.

29. This governing Board is to meet regularly, every six nonths or at
shorter intervals. The General iLssenbly or the Governing Boerd nay appoint
ad hoc technical cormittees to evaluate the policies and progreimes of the

Centre,



%304 The subject of location was discussed at length. It was felt
that the Governing Board will underteke the necessary negotiagtions
with interested host countries in order to determine the appropriate

privileges and status of the proposed Centre.

31, With respect to the suggested $ 100,000 subgcription fee it was
pointed out that this fee is to cover the services the Centre will provide
the users free of charge. However, it was felt that this fee should not
be the sane for all nembers and it should therefore be flexible. It nay
have to be estinated on the basis of the level of the contributions of

the Menber States to the Arab League.

32 Concerning the Action Frogramme for the establishnent of the Arab
Centre it was indicated that a period of 3 months for Phase I would not be
sufficient to undertake the work described under this Phase. It will

therefore be extended to a period of six months.

33 It was agreed that the Draft Feasibility Study will be revised to
take into consideration the comnents made. Furthernore, it shall include

all the relevant naterisls in the previcus docunents on the subjecte

34. The Meeting recomnends that UN ECWA Secreteriat contact the
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States with a view to forning a snall
committee that would start contacting the Areb States in preparation for

the forthconing imtergovernnental neeting. ECWA Secretariat will take

into consideration, in inplenenting this recommendation, the views

expressed during this neeting on this subject.

IV. ADOPTION OF REPORT OF THHE MEETING

(Agenda iten 7)

35 The Meeting adopted its report on 1 March 1978.

V. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

36
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I. U.N. Bodies and Agencies

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Mr. Emmanuel Lartey,
Chief, Science and Technology

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

Mr. Kamal Ali Sabet,
Regional Research Officer, Near East Region

International Labour Organization (ILO)

Mr. Philip Akrawee,
Director, Regional Office Beirut

Mr. Frederick J. Pidgeon:,
Regional Vocational Training Adviser

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

Mr, Vasily Gromeka,
Senior Economic Affairs Officer

United Nations Development Programme {UNDP)

Mr. Jamal Harbi,
Regional Projects Officer

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Mrs. Nadia Saad,
Acting Regional Director,Regional Office for West Asia -

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatibn.(UNESCO)

ANNEX I

Mr. Michel &. Saad,
Adviser , Regional Office, Cairo
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United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

Mr. Ahmad Shukri Salem,
Senior Industrial Development Field Adviser

Worid Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

Mr. Farag Moussa,
Counsellor, Head External Relations Section

II. Regional Organizations

Federation of Arab Scientific Research Councils (ACARS)

Mr. Nazar N. Al-Shawi
Secretary General

Mr. Ali M, Bedair,
Director General

Arab Fund for Economic and Social Developnent (AFESD)

Mr, Nasrat Rashid Fadda,
Senior Agriculturist

Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO)

Mr'a Oo A. El"'Kholy,
Assistant Director General, Science and Technology

Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU)

Mr. Mohammed Anin Jaddoa,
Head Department of Prcduction,
Consultant at the Supreme Agricultural Council, Iraqg

Industrial Development Centre fcr Arab States (IDCAS)

Mr. Khalil Khaled Abdulnour,
Director of Promotional Activities Division,
Supervisor of Planning and Follow-Up Division.,

Islamic Development Bank ‘Saudi Arabia)

Mr. AbdulRehman Yousef,
Officer-in-charge, Operations and Projects




IIT. Governmental COrganizations

Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development

Ms. Maha El.-Shawwa,
Economic Research Officer

Academy of Scientific Research and Technology (Egypt)

Mr, Ahmed S. El-Nockrashy,
Professor

Mr. Mohammed Hassan Fadl,
Professor

Centre for Scientific Research and Studies (Syria)

Mr, Adib Koulo,
Director, Department of Economy

Foundation for Scientific Research (Iraq)

Mr. Hatif H. Jalil,
President

Mr. Ghazi Abdul Wahab Derwish,
Professor

National Council for Scientific Research (Lebanon)

Mr. Elias Al-Maalouf,
Economic Adviser

Mr. Ali Mounzer,
Scientific Adviser

Royal Scientific Society (Jordan)

Mr. Albert Butros,
Director General

Saudi Fund for Developnent

Mr. Yusuf Biyari,
Economic Counscllor



IV. ECWA Secretariat

Mr. Antoine Zahlan,
Consultant

Mr. Khair El-Din Hasseeb,
Chief, Natural Resources, Science and Technology Division

Mr. Mouhieddine Soubra,
Natural Resources, Science and Technology Division

Mr. Asim Feridun,
Natural Resources, Science and Technology Division

Mp. Abdel Aziz El-Sherbini,
Chief, ECWA/FAO Joint Division

Mr. Tariq Al-Khudayri,
Regional Adviser, Joint ECWA/UNIDO Industry Division




ANNEX II

sddress by Dr. Mohammad Zakaria Ismail
Deputy Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Western isia

at the opening of the Second Interagency Meeting on the irab Regional
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology

27 February - 1 March 1978, Beirut - Lebanon

On behalf of the Executive Secretary of the Economic Comnission for
Western isia,who is presently away from Lebanon, I have the pleasure of
welconing you to the Second Interagency Meeting on the ‘rab Regional
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology.

This Meeting is one of ECW.'s activities in the implementotion of
kesolution 51 (IV) Study of the Poseibility of Establishing an Apab Regional
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology adopted in
April 1977.

In accordance with the Plan of .ietion nade by ECWL Secretoriat in
June 1977, the First Interagency Meeting was held in Beirut, 24~28 October
1977, wherein twelve U.N., Regional and National bodies concerned have
participated. TheFWCrking Paper, prepared by the Consultant, "The Arab
Centre for the Transfer =nd Developnent of Technology" was thoroughly
discussed. The paper covered Technology Transfer, Choice, and Centres
with vie& to the regional conditions and needs. In the iight of he
discussions that took place, the Working Paper was revised.

Following that and during November and December 1977, two field
nissions were launched and twenty iAreb Countries were visited, Besides
ECW.L gtaff, representatives of seven U.N. and Regional Orgonizations
have participated in these nissions. Findings and information collected
fron fhese nissions as well as from National and International sources
were incorporated in preporing the first draft of the feasibility study
by the Consultant.
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The "Draft Feasibility Study for the ireb Regional Centre for the
Transfer and Developnent of Technology" is the main working document for
this Meeting, It will be presented by the Consultant and will be discussed
in details by partieipants. The gtudy covers envisaged functions and
activities of the Centre, cshort and long~-term objectives as well as
financial implications. The outcone of this Meeting will be endorsed
by representatives of Menber Countries in an Inter—-govermiental Meeting
scheduled on 27=29 March 1978 prior tc final presentation for discussion
and approval in the Fifth Session of ECWL scheduled now early May 1978.

T do not have to over-erphosize the inportence of appropriate
technology transfer and developnent to all Arab Countries. I have to
thank all U.N., Regional and National Orgenizations that have contributed

end supported ECWA's activities in this respect.

In conclusion, I welcome all the Participants at the present Meeting,
representatives of International, Arab, and National Bodies and
Organizations, 28 well as Observers who are contributing to this Meeting.

I wish you all and the present Meeting every success,




ANNEX III

LIST OF DOCUMENTS PRESENTED AT
THE SECOND INTERAGENCY MEETING

Title Symbol

1. Draft Feasibility Study for the Arab Regional B/ECWA/NR/CTT/2
Centre for the Transfer and Development of
Technology

2. Background Document: The Arab Regionsl Centre E/ECWA/NR/B

for the Transfer and Development of Technology -
Working Paper prepared by Prof. A.B. Zahlan,
Consultant.

3. Backgrouad Document: Report on the First L/ ECWA/NR/9
Preparatory Interagency Meeting on the Arab
Regional Centre for the Transfer and Development
of Technology

4. Provisional Agenda of the Second Interagency E/ ECWA/ NR/ CTT, 1
Meeting
5. Agenda of the Second Interagency Meeting L/ECWA/NR/CTT, 1/Rev.1
6. Provisional List of Participsnts B/ECWA/NR/CTT,1/INF.2
7. List of Participants E/ECWA/NR/CTT.1/INF.2/
Rev.1l
8. Information to Farticipants. B/ECW4/NR/CTT,1/INF. 1
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