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Introduc’.ion

1. The third regular meeting of the ACAST Regional Group for Western Asia
wae held in Beirut, Lebanon, during 18~20 May 1978. The meeting was opened by
Mr. Khair El-Din Haseeb, Chief, Natural Resources, Science and Technology Division,
BCWA, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Executive Secretary of ECWA
and pointed out that BECWA's ‘team will act as the Secretariat of the meeting..

Tlection of Officers
(Agenda Item 1)

o, Dr. Bgsan Gelal wag unanimously elected Chairman of the Meeting.
Mr. Anthony Tsou served as Rapporteur of the Meeting., Names of participanta are
given in Appendix A. ‘

Adoption of the Agenda
(hgenda Item 2)

3, The provisional sgenda was adopted. Ttem (4), "Regional Aspects of a
ha.rmonizeci Science and Technology Policy for Programmes within the ¥ System", was
later dropped at the guggestion of Mr. V. Vasiliev, since this item will be
discussed at the third session of ACAST Ad Hoc Working Group on Science and
Technology Policy to be held in Paris, 22-26 May 1978. Lppendix B contains the
provisional agenda.

Comments and Advice on the
Draft Regional UNCSTD Papexr

(Agenda Item 34)

A. The draft ECWA regional report for the forthcoming Second Regional
Preparatory Meeting for TUNCSTD was briefly presented. Detailed discussions of the
report took place. Comments on the contents of the report were made in the
following oxders:

General Commentss

5. It was pointed out that the report did not place enough emphasis on
international co-operation in sclence and technology which might be considered as
a basic function of the Conference. Hoﬁever, 1t was felt that the countries of
the region have not taken the initiative in compiling data on over—-pricing,
licensing and restrictive practices aggociated with their international
transactions, it is thus difficult to emphasize areas that have so far escaped
the concern of the States in the region. As a form of co-operation, consultation
among the countries of the region and the guppliiers of hardﬁa.re technology may be
a forward step, but not for technological orientation purposes.



6. It wos felt that the fromework of the report need to be reorganized
and it will be left for the ECWA secretariat to perform such a tagk later.
Furthernore, it was suggested that o paragraph to place UNCSTD in perspective
be added. ‘

Objectivess

T. One participant felt that an importont objective of the; Conference
is the mobilization and upgrading of government and non-govermment agencies
involved or concerned with science and technology.

Issues:

8., The iﬁeeting noted that the issues concerning the turn-key approach
and non-govermmental regional co~operation need further elaboration.

The Regional charaoteristic
9. It was pointed out that the lack of national plans and indigenous

tools to build up local capabilities in most countries of the region calls
for further elaboration.

10. It was suggested that the Presentation of the five subject areas
should adopt a format where the basic parometers are utilized in analysis.

11. The subject of free technology drew nore attention and thought of
a8 an important component for development, hence the presentation need to

be augmented.

12, In response to o comment regording more in-depth ennlysig in
conjunction with shortfalls of present gystems, it wos pointed out that netional
papers ought to dwell more on the obstacles fa.cing the utilization of existing
capacities, i.e., planning machineries, etc.

13. It wos pointed out that mony of the behaviour of the society
regerding technology oriented thinking noy be closely sssociated with the
troditional schooling starting from the elemnentary level,




14. It was folt thot the following topics be considercd for recormendations
at the nationsl level: policy formulcotion; mandatory linkege betwecn policy
meking and decision tokers; public awareness and critical assescment of science

and technology policies,

15. It wos noted that a possible overlop mey take place between the
recommended Arab Registry for licences and the proposed Lrab Regional Centre

for the Transfer and Develonment of Technology. Clorification is nceded.

16. More suggestions were given with respect to recommendotions at the
international level to cover other areass oid and ossistonce; trades investnents
rmulti-notionnl componiess transfer of apprepriate technologies, consultations

on o mlti-national and/or bilateral basis.

Regional Contribution to prelininary UNCSTD programne of action
(Lgende, Tter: 3B)

17. In discussing this topic, ACAST intention wos cxpressed as being
interested in soliciting regional views and ideas for further considerations
by UNCSTD regional oné prelininary meetings aside from the regional report.

Ls for the role of BCWL, it was pointed out that ECVWA has been pursuing o very
extensive progromme ot nationsl, regional ond international levele by convening
neetings ond seninors cnd by organizing and prepering documents on the status

of science and technology in the region, the estoblishnment of o regional centre
for the transfer and developnent of technology, ete. Other relevant activities
will be followed by BECWA in the course of implementing its prograime oh science

and technology gluring the next few nonths.

Involvenent of regional non-governnental orXgzanizotions
(Agenda Item 3C)

18. It was pointed out that regional scicentific technological
commnities and relevant non-govermnental organizations need to be identified
first in order to be involved in the United Nations activities, partienlarly
in the preparation foxr UNCSTD.

19. TICWA hasg been inviting a good nurber of concerned non-governmental
and regionol orgonizations to its neetings os observers and in o sense os
participants. Many such organizations have responded. More of these organizations
can be approached to solicit their opinions for o nore active role during the
forthconing neetings.
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"Regionol Aspects of a hormonized Science ond Technology
Policy for Progrommes within the Unitved Notions Systen”

(Agenda.ltem 4)

20, This iten was dropped (See parcgroph 3 of this report).

BCWA's Work Prograrme in Science and Technology for 1980-1983
(Azenda Iter: 5)

21, This iten was introduced by o representative of the ECWA secretariat.
The Group took note of the prograrme of work of HECWA in the field of science
and technology for the period 1980«1983, a8 it is presented in the Cdocunent
No., 3. Because the programe should reflect the decigions of the/ig%%%rence
(1979) and of regionaf?%%%%%rence (July 1978) in porticular, the Group decided
to posgtpone the consideration of this iten till the later stege when the
regional recormendations to the Prograrme of Lction of the Conference is
finalized, L4 proposal was nade that the Group night have an additional neeting
to be convened by the ECWA secretariat to consider %hé%%%%ﬂ programme of work
for 1980-1981 in the field of science and technology.

Preparations for the 24th Sceggion cf ACLAST
(31 July -~ 11 lue, 1978, Geneva)

(Agenda Item‘6)

22, In his introduction to this iten of the agenda, the representative

of the Officc for Science and Technology of the UN Secretariat stateld thats

2%, After the adoption of the provisional agenda for the 24th session
of ACAST by the 234 session of LCAST in November 1977, o number of cvents
took place including the second session of the Preparatory Committee for UNCSTD,
the fourth session of CSTD ond first 1978 session of ECOSOC, decisions of which

have an impact on the agenda of the 24th session of LACLST;

24. At the joint neeting of representatives of the Conference
Secretariat ond Office for Science and Technology, suggestions were nede thots
(1) iten 3(d) of the nentioned provisional sgenda "Blaboration of
Harmonized UN Policy in the Field of Science and Techmology™,
ought to be discussed not under the general heading of agenda
iten "Preparation of UNCSTD', but as o separcte iten of the agenda.

The reason for suggesting this is becouse the elaboration of

T e S e




harmonized UN policy in the field of science and technology

is o question concerning not only the Conference preparations,

but also o long stonding request of ECOS0OC ond it should. be discussed
in the light of the recormendations on restructuring of the econonic
and social sector of UN systens

(11) iten 5 of the mentioned provisional sgenda, "World Plen of lLetion
for the Application of Science and Technology to Development, ought
to be withdrawn. BReason for suggesting thig is beceomse at the first
1978 session,ECOSOC made the recormendation to stop all activities
reloting to current revision of the World Plan of Letion till the

end of the Conference;

(iii) During the 24th session, ACASE ehould consider and noke recormendations
on the following questions in light of decigions of the 2nd session
of the Preperatory Cormittee; the 4th gession of CSTD and the
first 1978 session of ECOS0C:

~ the resolution A4(II) of the Preparatory Commitiee on the question
of the obstacles, which may arise in the developnent, adoptation
ond application of scienco and tochnology for developnent of
developing countries. This could be discussod under iten 3(b)
of the provisional agenda.

.- Recormendations on the orgonization ond gtructure of "The Forun A"
which is recormended to be held one week before the Conference.

This could be considered under iten 3(c).

- Recormendations to the Conference Secretariat on preporation of
prelininary draft of o Programme of Action of the Conference.
‘ 25. The Group took note of the infornation given on possible chanzes
of the provisional agenda and decided to recommend to include in the agenda of
the 24th session of the ACAST the following new itens: "Future orientation
of the work of the ACAST in the light of the Conference preparations and

recormendations nade on restructuring of econonic and social sector on UN systen'.

26, The Grouy woe informed thot sone elenents in the biennial 1978/79
Science and Technology Work Prograrme of ECWA nay bear relevance to the
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provisional agends of the 24th session of LOLBR.  Specifically, ogenda iten 6
"Resecrch and Development on Non-Conventional Sources of Energy" ond iten 2
"Appropriate Technology". The biemmial 78/79 Science ond Technology Woxk
Programe of ECWA will be sent to nembers of the Group and the work of HCWA
in these areas could be taken into account during the discussion of these
agenda itens during the 24th session of ACLST. '

Ldovption of the Session Renort

(Lgenda Iten 7)

27. A draft report highligheing the deliberations of the Mecting was

approved and adopted..

Closure of the Meeting

28. Tollowing closing speeches nede by Dr. Galol on behalf of the
participants and Mr, Haseeb on behalf of ECWA, the Chairnon declared the
neeting closed,

e AN W85t
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NPPENDIX L
LIST OF PRTICIPANTS

The 3xd ACLST/ECWA Mecting
18-20 Moy 1978, Beirut

The Regional Group of ACAST

Dr. Bssan Galal
Mr. Wassek Chohid
Prof. Lntoine Zohlan

Tnited Notions Secretoriat

Deputy Director, Office for Science and

Mr. V., Vasiliev
Technology

Teononic Cormission for Western Asia

Mr., Khoir Bl-Din Hoseeb Chief, Noturzl Resources,
Sciecnce and Technology Division

Mr. Tariq Al-Khudayri Regional Adviger
Mr. Anthony Tsou Scientific Lffaire Officer

Mise Bon Khoyyat Research Lssisgtont
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APPENDIX 3B

Third LCAST/UCWA Meeting
18-20 Moy 1978
Beirut, Lebanon

PROVISIONLAL AGEITDA

Election of Officers

Ndoption of fgenda and Orgonization of work

Preparation for UNCSTD

5.4 Comments ond advice on draft regional UNCSTD paper to be subnitted to
2nd regionel UNCSTD meeting (scheduled 10-14 July, Beirut).

5.B Regional Contribution to preliminaxy UNCSTD Progrommce of Action

3.C Involvement of regional non=governnental orgenizations ond the
scientific~technological cormunity in the preparations for UNCSTD.

Regional Aspecte of a harmonized science ond technology policy for

within the UN systen

ECVA's work prograrme in science and technelogy for 1980-1983

Preparation for the 24th sepsion of ACAST (scheduled 31 July - 11 lLug. 78,

Ldoption of session report.

1.
2.
3
4e

Programmes
5.
6.

Geneva)
Te
DOCUMENTS
1. For sgenda
2. TFor agenda
3. TFor agenda
4o For ogenda
5. TFor agends

iten 34 - Draft Regional UNCSTD Poper,
item 4 - Report of ACAST (E/C.8/49) Dec. 20, 1977.

iten 5 = Draft 1980-1983% Science and Technology Work Programne
of ECWA,

item 5 = Programe of work in Sciecnce and Technology for
1980 to 1983 (ACLST/RGWA.III) April 3, 1978.

item 6 = ACAST Thirtecnth Report (1/C.8/57) Dec. 19, 1977.




