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SITE OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMISSION

Note by the Executive.Secretary

The following commnications were exchanged between the Government of
Lebanon and the United Nations in connexion with the subject matter of this item

of the agenda.

e Note verbale from the lfinistry of Forcign Affairs of Lebanon to the

Fconomic Cormission for Western Asia, reference No. 1006/8 dated 19 March 19743

"he Ministry of Foreigh Affairs presents its compli--
nents to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Western Asia and has the honour to inform him that the
Council of IMinisters has taken a decision on 27 February 1974
approving thé éppropriation'of a parcei of land of an area of
3 fifty thbusand square metres for the construction of a Centre
for International Conferences and the office building of the
' Tconomic Commission for Western Asia. The Council of Ministers
has further decided, in principle, to loan the United Nations,

without interest, half the construction costs of the said
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building which will be used by the Economic Comnission provided that

the anount will be refunded to the treasury in annuel instalnents.

The Ministry seizes this opportunity to express to the Executive
Sccretary of the Economic Cormission for Western Asia its deep apprecia~-

tion and respect."

2. Note verbale fron the Pernanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations
to the Sceretary-General of the United Nations, reference No. 84,/201/10b, dated
19 March 1974: o

"The Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations
presents his conplinents to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and, referring to the Sccretary-General's note No. 201/10B/28
of 26 January 1974, has thc honour to inforn the Scerctary General that
the Council of Ministers of Lebanon has decided to appropriate new parcels
of 1and of an area of fifty thousand squerc netres for the construction of
o Centre for International Conferences and of the office building for the

Bcononic Comnission for Western Asia.

The Council of Ministers has further deecided,in principle, to loan
the United Nations half of the construction costs of the new building

for the above-nmentioncd Econonmic Connission.

The Permanent Representative of Lebonon to the United Nations subnits
this prelininary information to the attention of the Seerctary~Gencral
and avails hinsclf of this opportunity to coxpress to the Scerctary—
General his highest esteen.”

3. Wote verbale fron the Sceretary-Gonersl of the United Netions to the Permanent
Representative of Lebanon to the United Hatioms, rofercnce Ho. AD/122/BEIRUT, dated
26 April 1974:

"The Sceretary-General of the United Nations presents his complinents
to the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations and with
reference to the Sccrectary-General's note of 26 February 1974, has the
honour to inform the Permanent Represcntative that the United Nations has

now conpleted a preliminary study of the futurc space requirenents of
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he officcs of the United Netions and the specialized agencics now
situated in Beiruf and ofvfhe projected requirenmcents of the Econonic
Cormission for Western Asia. ‘The space requirenents of the Econonic
Conmission for Western Asin are based on certain assumptions regarding
its growth and it will be necessary to rc-exanine then following the
consideration of its proposcd work programme at the first session of

the Comnission in Junc.

Should it be decided by the appropriate legislative bodics of
the Unitcd Nations that the pernmanent headquarters of the Econonic
Commission for Western Asia be located in Beirut, the Uhited Nations
estinates that a building with a gross area of twenty-six to twenty-
seven thousand squarc netres would be required. The cost of such a
building has becn cstinated at approxinately twelve nillion dollars‘

on a prclininary basis.

In his lottor of 27 November 1972 to the Direcctor of the United
Nations Econonic and Social Office in Beirut regarding this projcct,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs requested that the United Nations
provide the Government of Lebanon with a detailed list of requirenents
of the various United Notions offices in torms of space and conference
accormodations as well s estimates of future expansion. The study
referred to above contains prelininary information on this subject.
The Secretary-General has the honour to cnclose two copics- of this
report and to ask that they be transmitted to the Ministry of Foreign

Affoirs, in fulfilnent of its request.”

A seccond note vefbale fron the Sccretary-General of the United Nations to the

Permanent Represcntative of Lebanon to the United Netions, reference No. AD/lZZ/BEIRUT,
deted 26 April 1974:

"he Sceretary-Gencral of the United Notions presents his conmpli-
nents to the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations
and has the honour to acknowledge the rcceipt of his note 84/201/10b
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of 19 March 1974 regarding the decisions of the Council of Ministers
to appropriatc land to permit the construction of an office bullding
for the Economic Commission for Western Asia and to loan the Unitecd

Nations half the cost of its consgstruction.

The Secretary-General requests that the Permanent Representative
convey to the Council of Ministers the apprcciation of the Secretary-

General for this gcnerous offer.

The Sccretary-General has been informed that the Economic Com-
mission for Western Asia has reccived o note from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs dated 19 March 1974 on this subjcct, and that a
necting was held on 19 April 1974 at the Presidential Palace gttondod
by the Executive Sccrotary of the Comnission and represcntatives
of the Ministry of Foreign Affeairs. It was indicated that certain ad-
ditions and clarifications to the Govermment's offer might be forth-
coning with regard to the Govermnent's financial support of the
tenporary end pernancnt headquartors of the Cormission and its staff.
The Sccretary-General has the honour to inform the Peornanent Representa—
tive that thc question of the permanent site of the headquarters of the
| Economic Conmission for Western Asia has been included in the provisional
agonda, of the Commission's first scssion which opens on 3 Jume 1974.

The Sccretary-General would appreciatc it if the Govermment of Lebanon
could inform him prior to 3 Junc of the full details of the Government's
offer in order that it may be included in the Comnission's considera-

tion of that iten of the agenda."

5. Notc verbale from the Ministry of Porcign Affairs of Lebanon to the LEcononic

Cormission of Western Asia, reference No. 855/8, dnted 4 May 1974:

"The Ministry of Forcign Affoirs presents its conplinents to
the Office of the Exccutive Sceretary of the Beononic Comniission
for Western Asia and with roference to the Comnigsion's memorandun
of 28 February 1974 regarding the Headquartcr's Draft Agreement

between the United Nations and the Lebancse Goverament, the Ministry
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of Foreign Affairs has the honour to inform the Ixecutive Secretary
that the Lebanese Governnment agrees, in principle, to the Draft
Agrecencnt proposed by hin, with the addition of the following
paragraph to Chapter 38:

c— "Without prejudicce to the independent and proper working
of E.C.W.A., the Governnent may, after consultation with
the Exccutive Sccretary, toke all precautionary mcasures

with regard to national security".

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs seizes this opportunity to
express to the Office of the Ixecutive Sccretory of the Econonic

Connigsion for Western /Asia its deep appreciation and respect."



