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SITE OF THE HE.DQU.RTERS OF THZ COMMISSION

Note by the Secretarint

(Item 7 of the provisional agende)

1. Hlember States will recall that =t its firet special session in Beirut,

9-10 September 1974, the Commission decided to select Beirut as the provisional
headquarters of the Commission for a period of five years, and, while meintaining
the iten on the agenda of the 1975 regular session, to teke o final decision on
the location of the perucnent headquarters of the Comnission ot its third regular
session in 1976.1/ The secretariat reported to the Comnission, at its second
regular session 5-10 Moy 1975 in Beirut, on the progress nade in the establishnent
of the provisional headquarters os well ns on offers received for nosting the

.. 2
permonent headquarters of the Cormission,

1/ ECWA Resolution 6(S-1) on the Site of the Hondquarters of the Commission
2/ BfuCus/25
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2 The precent note will, theréfore, deal with the interin cs well as

the permenent headquarters.

.. ~dninistrative progress report on arrangements

relating to the provisional headquarters

3. For reasons well known to nember States it has not been possible to
group all ECVA services into o single location. However, efforts have been
nade by ECUL to locate a building which would meet the requirements of the
secretariat and negotiate terms of a lease which night be acceptoble to both
the londlord and the United Nations Hecdquoarters, It is the belief of the
secretarint that, os soon as circunstances pernit, positive neasures will be

taken to elininate or ninimize the scattering of HCW..'s services.

B, Site of the permonent hecdquarters of the

Comnnission

4, This iten has Dbeen under consideration by the Commission since its first
regular sescion, 3 .8 Junc 1974. 4t thot session, the Cormission had before
it threc offers from: The Republic of Lebanon;/the Syrian Arab Republic,4

and the Republic of Iraq.5

5. Briefly, the Lebenese offer consisted of a plot of land of 50,000 sq.m.
for the construction of o Centre for International Conferences and the office
building of BCU., ond o decision in principle by the Council of Minigters on
an interest-free locn to the United Nétions of half the construction cost of

the building. The loon wns to be refunded to the treasury in onnuol instolnents,

[ene

3/ B/ECUL/T
4/ T/BCui/7/:48.1
5/ ©/mCvs/7/4d4.2




The Syrion .reb Republic offer was a communicotion from the Deputy Foreign
Minister and Choairman of the Delegation to the effect that the Syrian ..rab
Republic would welcone the opportunity of hosting the Permanent headguarters
of ECU. in Damascus, .4is to the offer by the Republic of Iraq, it consisted of
a note by the Minister of Plonning and Chairmon of the Delegntion indicating
that the Republic of Iraq would also welcone the opportunity to host the

headquarters of ECQVA in Baghdad,

6, It vill be recalled that no final decision was taken on this nmatter

during the first session,

7. The iten was further considered during the second regular seséion
Beirut,: 5 « 10 May 1975, 1In addition to the documents nentioned above, the
Comnission had before it, for consideration, E/ECVA/L.5 and ..dd.! which
contained o detniled offer by the Republic of Iraq and E/ECWA/L~5 :dd,2 which
consisted of o letter dated 7 May 1975 from the Chairman of the Delegation

of the Syrion iArab Republic reaffirnming his previous communication to the
effect that his Government was preparing proposals ns requested in paragraph

2 of ECVA Resolution 6(S-I) of 9 September 1974,

8. After consultetion anong heads of delegations, the Comnission further
decided to postpone final decision until its third session in 1976, and invited
nenber Stotes interested in hosting the pernenent headquerters of ECWA to
subnit, if they had not clready done so, detailed proposals on the subject to
the secretarict as soon as possible in orderto ollow tine to consult with the
conpetent outhorities of the United Notions in New York and to distribute those
proposcls to menber Stetes ot least six weeks before the opeming of the thira

. 6
Ses3lon, /
o0

6/ B/mCuL/28 paragroph 36
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9. Following the second regulor session, the secretoriat received a Note
Verbele doted 19 .ugust 1975 fron the Enbosay of the Republic of Iraq in Beirut
inforning the secretarint of ECU.L that the Republic of Iraq was prepared to
bear the cost of building the hecdquarters of the Connission in Irng and that
the sun of eight. nillion Dinnrs (spproxinctely & 27 nillion) hed been earncrked
for the purpose. TFor ease of reference, the full text of the Note Verhale is
attoched os an annex tg this note.Z/ Furthernore, in o Note Verbazle of the
sane dote,(see cnnex 2 he Enbassy of the Republic of Irag requested technical
conuents on the proposed headquarters building as conteined in E/ECU;/L;B.
Comrents nade by the United Wations Hecdquorters are reproduced in an cnnex to
this note. =
10. It is vorth recallihg that fhe‘socrefariat distributod, for considerction
by the Pirst Special Sg;sion, o docunent setting fofth,the requiréménts Qf’the
perncnent headquarters of ECUA.lQ/That docunent indluded a questionnaire which
had to be conpleted by interested nenmber Sfates. In order to foecilitate thé
task of the Cormmission E/ECV../11/Rev.1 is attached as an annex il/ in the- |
expectotion that the questionnacire conteined therein will be duly conpleted

and returned to the secretariat.

.fnnex I

v

8/ lmnnex II

Q/ Janex IIT

10/ EATCUL/11/Rev.i
11/ Jnnex IV




ANNEX I

ENB.SSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IR.Q
BEIRUT
o.4/7/861

Dete: 19 lugust 1975

The Eﬁb;ssy of the Republic of Iraq in Beirut presents its couplinents
to the Econonic Counission for Western ..sis and has the honour to inforn
it thot of the Govermment of the Republic of Irng is prepared to beor the
cost of building the headquorters of the Comission in Irng and thot the
swii of eight million diners (approxiantely 27 nillion dollors) has been

earnarked for this purpose.

The Enmbassy tcokes this opportunity to convey the assursnces of its
highest consideration,

The Econonic Conmission for Western Asia




Annex II

EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF IR.Q

BEIRUT
No. 4/3/858

The Enbassy of the Republic of Iraq in Beirut presents its
compliments to the Econonic Cormission of Western isia end, with
reference to the first report on designs for the proposed permanent
Headquarters of the Economic Commission for Western 4sia in Baghdad
subnitted by the delegation of Irag on the occasion of the Comnmission's
neeting in Beirut on 5 May 1975, has the honour to convey the desire
of the conpetent Ireqi authorities to be informed of the Comnission's
detriled requirements with regard to the designs submitted, so thet
they nay be taken into account in the preparction of the final report
and detailed studies for the proposed Iraqi project. The Embassy would
appreciate receiving o reply as soon as possible.

The Embassy takes this opportunity to convey the assurances of

its highest consideration,

19 Jugust 1975

The Econonic Commission for Western Asia




.nnex IIT

Review of Proposal from the Government of the Republic of Iraq for
Permanent Headquarters of HCIA in Baghdad

The proposal from the Government of the Republic of Irag for the
Permanent Headquarters of ICVA in Baghdod as contained in document 5/BCVA/L,5

dated 4 May 1975 has been reviewed nnd comments are indicoted below.

In generel, the project as proposed meets the requirements of .
E/ECUA/11/Rev.1 dated 2 September 1974 which detailed a programme for the
ECW.: Permanent Headquarters. This programme wes characterized aos a tentative
indication of requirements based on assumptions and procedents established by
other regional econonic commissions., It is understood thot in the light of
experience and subsequent action by various legislative organs of the United

Nations this programme could be subject to considerable revision.,

Design Concept

The design ccncept of separating conference facilities from secreteorict
office freilities is a valid one thet would result in a positive visual
statenent for each of the functions, It would 2lso permit the divergent functions
to be executed simultaneously without interfering with each other. It is
recounended thot where possible car parks be placed below ground level to the
naxinur extent possible to permit development of gardens surrounding the
buildings, It is recomnended that nerging and crossing traffic pattems be

elininated fron the proposed tr-ffic plen.

Conference and leeting Facilities

The one large conference hall and two nediwn-size conference rooms have
been provided as required. Simultaneous interpretation booths have been
indicoted for the large conference hnll =nd will zlso be required for each of
the other two conference rooms. It is indicated that the two mediun-size
conference roons night be conbined into one large room. In view of the difficulty

in providing an acceptoble acoustic seal between the rooms, it is recoumended

that this feature not be considered., It is recommended that the conference area

/e




office sprce be relocated so that, contiguous to each conference rooil, there

would be two offices, o secretnrial aren, and a coucus roon seating eight persons,

Office Spoce

It is recommended thot the width of the proposed office building be ince
recsed to pernit better utilizotion of interior spoce for general service,
file and storage functions, os well as stairvays ond elevators. For efficient
utilization, it is recomnended that elevators be consolidated., Stoirweys
should be enclosed in fireproof walls nnd located to give naximun access to

all persons. One strirway should incorporate o fire tover,

It is indicated that the office building night be developed in two or
three citoges., In the proposed configuration, the first stage would provide
approxinately 3,500 sq.nn, of usable office spoce, including typical floors
of 512 sq.n. each on the fourth to ninth levels. ~In the second staoge, an
rdditional 3,584 sq,.n. of usable office space would be provided on floors nine
to fifteen, bringing the total usoble office gspace to 7,084 sq,ui. The third
stoge would ~dd onother 4,096 sq.n. on floors sixteen to twenty-three, raising
the totel to 11,180 sq.n. of usable office space, In document B/EC./11/Rev.t,
it ves stoted that o ninimun of 7,200 sq.:1. of net uscble office space should
be provided for ECU.. plus = 15 percent nllowance for special use oreas. In
addition,‘provision for connon prenises with other United Nations of fices
would require between 1,000 and 2,000 sq.m. of useble office space, It is
recomiended thet the office tower be coapleted in one stoge with no consideration

given to possible vertical exponsion in stoges.

Housing Requirenents

The nunber of units proposed is in cccord with progremne requirerents,
A1l of the proposed nlternctives nre viable solutions ond it is felt that this
is o notter that should be left to the discretion of ICUL staff concerning

design preference,

/oo




tower ~nd o lovw rise conference building refleets the differences in

function thot each structure houses.

It is cssuned thet information requested in the questionnaire
(B/ZCV./11/Rev.1., ‘nnex I) on the ndequcey of hotels, rccormodotions and
other support focilities for the Connission secretarict and for representa—

tives attending conferences in Baghdod, will be provided ot o latter date,
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Sun
The project as proposed, subject to the couments indicated above,
would cppear to neet the requirerents for the Permanent Headquarters of
ECUi, ~s they are anticipated at present. The concept of o high rise office




