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A. Development Planning Division

1. During the period under review, the activities of the Development Plenning
Division of ECWA were directed towards assisting nationel and regional eiforts
in the fields of economic and social developnent plenning and policies,
development finance and administration, labour and employment, trade and
development, and statistics. More specifically, and as envisaged under the
1974 interim period and the 1975 work programnes, the following is an account
of the major activities carried out under the various substantive progranmes of

the Division.

2. ECWA's obligations in ccnnexion with the mediwm~tern review and appraisal
of progress in the implementation of the International Developuent Strategy for
the Second Development Decade and the implementation of the Decleration end
Programme of Action on the Zstablishment of & New International Econonic Order
were studied and guidelines were established to assist the various Divisions
towards their contribution.

3,  Work on the evaluetion of development performance in the region continued,
in connexion with the implementation of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, and culminated in the up-dating
and revision of the study on "overall growth performance in the countries of
Vestern Asia" as ECWi's conitribution to the mid-tern review and appraisal
exercise. The study, which analyzes major growth indicators, nighlights achieve-
ments during the first half of the seventies, as couapared to the ocbjectives
envisaged under the Second Development Decade. Moreover, the first couprehensive
biennial review and appraisal report of progress in the implementation of tie
Strategy for the Second Development Decade was revised and edited, where
appropriate, for submission as a background document to ECWA's report on the
nid—-term review and appraisal of progress in the countries of the region.

4. Tn addition to the review and appraisal exercise, work was undertaken for
the preperation of the 1975 publication of ECWA entitled "Selectied Studies on
Developnent Problems in Countries of Western Lsian". Work in this connexion
included selection, finalization and editing of studies, as well as preparation
of the Annex, "Sectoral Development and Development Indicators", to the 1975
annual publication.

5. The provisional study on "Regional FPinance Availabilities and the Needs of
Various Countries in Western Asia (1974-1975)", the projections and analytical
fromework of which were completed late in 1973, was finalized and issued as an
ECWA document (ECWA/DPP/L.1).

6. The Division undertook preparatory work for and participated in ECWA's
discussions with the Lebanese Government and UN Headquarters in connezion with
the forthcoming Interregional Symposiuz on Co-operation in Petroleun among
Developing Countries.
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T. Preparatory work for the Joint ECWA/ILO Seminar on "Manpower and Employment
Planning in the Arab Countries" continued under the Labour, Imployaent and
Management Programme of the Division. This has included the review, perusal,
translation and reproduction of more then ten papers prepared by consultants on
various aspects of manpuwer and employment, as well as those prepared by
nominees from participating countries and regional organizations. The Senminar
is scheduled to be held in Beirut from 12 to 24 May 1975.

8.  With respect to regional co-operstion and trade expansion, the Development
Planning Division in co-operation with UNCT4AD and UNDP finalized +the regional
project document on "Multilateral Trade Negotiations". The project, which aims
at assisting ECWA member countries in their preporations for and participation
in multilateral trade negotiations, has been approved and prejparations are being
nade for its implementation.

9. Work continued towards the finalization of the preliminery dralis of the
following four consultancy studies: (a) "Restriction on exports in foreign
collaboration agreements in Lebanon". The purpose of this study is %o identify,
analyze and functionally classify both tariff and non-tariff barriers which
manifest themselves in such collaboration agreements and hamper the exports of
the manufacturing sector in Lebanon; (b) "The trade regine in Lebenon", This
study examines certain aspects of the commercial policy of Lebanon, particularly
as they relate to the external sector of the economy, the industrial sector and
to Lebanon's role in transit trade within the region; (c) "Intra-frab transit
trade". The purpose of this study is to identify and analyze the problens
confronting the development and efficiency of transit %rade among countries cnd
examine its prospects for the region; (d) The study entitled "Actual and
anticipated payments surpluses of selected Middle Eastern countries: their
alternative uses in the context of the evolving International Monetary Systen",
exanines the major developments in the international nonetery systen since 1971,
a8 they affect the economies of the countries of the region.

10, During the period under review, a variety of contributions werc nede in
support of United Nations technical co-operation activities and advisory services
to Governments in the field of development planning, finance and adninistration,
international trade, lasbour and employment, and statistics. The Developuent
Planning Division has been working, through its developuent finance and adninistra-
tion programme, in close collaboration with the Regional Project for Training in
Public Finance and Adninistration (PROPFAD). Substantive contribution was made to
the Beirut-based training programme of the Project, which is desizned to offer
training to senior officials of the Ministries of Finance and the Treasury of
Deunocratic Yemen, Onan, the United Arsb Euirates and Yemen. In addition to
briefing and debriefing UNDP experts assigned to the region and providing
substantive review and comments on their reports, as well as the reports of the
three Special Fund Projects (i.e., the Arab Institute for Economic and Social
Planning in Kuwait, the Planning Institute in Danascus and the Lssistance in
Development Planning and Execution in Baghdad), the Developuent Planning Division
of ECWA contributed to preparations for and active participation in the following
meetings and seminars:
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(i) The Twelvth FAQO Regional Conference for the Near East
' (Amman, September 1974);

(ii) United Nations iorld Food Conference (Lome, November 1974);

(iii) Round Table Confereace on Tax Administration (Beirut,
November 1974);

(iv) Preparatory Meeting of the Committee on the Formulation of
Development Strategy for the Arad World (Cairo, February 1975);

(v) Seminar on Human Resources Development in the Gulf States
(Bahrain, February 1975); and,

(vi) Fourth Arab Labour Organization Conference (Tripoli, Libya,
March 1975).

11. At the request of the Government of Jordan, preparations were made to
assist in the country's efforts to introduce the concept of 'regional planning'
into the overall planning exercise of Jordan along, with the appropriate
machinery for the formulation and implementation of regional (sub—national)
development plans and programumes.

12, At the request of Governments, the Regional Adviser in Statisties visited

the Democratic Yemen, Qatar and the Syrian Arab Republic, where he assisted in

the setting up of the new system of National Accounts, developing of production
accounts of various economic sectors and input-output tables of various industries,
while advising on various other matters in the field of statistics. The Adviser
also represented ECWA at the eighteenth session of the Statistical Commission, held
in Geneva, in October 1974.

13. The Regional Adviser in Trade Promotion, who joined ECWA late in 1974 visited
Iraq, to participate in the National Seminar on the "Generalized System of
Preferences", and to assist in the establishment of & "Research and Training
Centre in Export Promotion".

B. Public Finance and Admin;stration

1. During the period under review the Project for Public Finance and Administra-
tion in Beirut revised the work programme of the second half of 1974 and prepared
a detailed programme for the first half of 1975. '

2. In its effort to supply the governments of its region with the necessary
advisory services, the Projec:t, upon a request from the governments of the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen, and the Yemen Arab Republic recommended two experts
in the field of customs, who are being recruited.

3. Upon the request of the Yemen Arab Republic for an expert in the field of
fiscal control and auditing to help in the setting-up of the newly estabiished
"Central Organization for Fiscal Control and Auditing'", the Project recommended
one expert who was accepted by the Government. In fact the said cxzpert finished
the first part of his assignment during the period under review.
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4, The Project prepared a detailed programme Jor the second Beirut-based
training programme which is designed for training senior government officials
holding key positions in their countries. The programme took place during the
period 22 October to 20 December 1974 inclusive.

Following consultations with the Governments concerned, five candidates from
each country of the region were chosen. The United Arab Emirates, as was the
case in the first Beirut-based training programme, sent four participants at its
own expense.

5. PROPFAD prepared detailed programmes for the locally-based training programnmes
in the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, the Sultanate of Oman and the Yemen
Arab Republic. They are designed for Government officials at the medium level
holding supervisory posts chosen by the Governments concerncd in congultations with
PROPFAD. The first programme was scheduled in Aden during the period 26 January
through 1 March 1975. A second and third brogrammes are scheduled to be held later
in the year in Muscat and Sansh respectively.

6. PROPFAD is continuing to build up its livrary in public finance and to acquire
data and reference materisls on the countries of the region as well as on countiries
of comparable stages of development for the use of its staff members and participants
in its different programmes.

7. A manual of Arabic/English terminology in the field of public finance was put
in the hands of the participants following the first one which was an English/Arabic
monual. PROPFAD's ultimate aim here is to issue a comprehensive manual containing
8 unified Arabic terminology in the field of public finance with the original
English and French terms.

C. Social Development and Human Settlement Division

1. The Division is charged with the responsibility of implementing the 1974 and
1975 ECWA work programmes in the fields of social development and human settlement.
These fields include programmes for youth and for women, social aspects of integrated
rural development, developmental social welfare, housing, building, urban planning
and urbanization. Continuing co-operation with the UN specialized agencies and
other inter-governmental or regional bodies is especially necessary in the social
field which, by its very nature, is cross-sectoral and involves different agencies.
Therefore, during the reporting period the Division has developed very close
working relations with UNESCO, FAO, ILO, WHO, UNICEF, UNRW4, UNDP, UNEP, UNFPA znd
other bodies at the regional level including the League of Arab States and its
Specialized agencies, other Arab organizations and Government departments working
in the social field.

2. In the field of youth, a general survey of the participation of youth in
development in the ECWA region was initiated and will be completed by June 1975.
The reports of the survey and of the case study will be presented to the Second
Regional Conference on Children and Touth in National Planning and Development in
the Arab States, to be held in Cairo in November 1975. ECUWL is sponsoring this
conference, together with UNICEF and the League of Arab States.




3. Concerning the participation of women in development, the Division completed
two studies, initiated a third one, and tock part in a number of meetings. The
first study entitled "A Preliminary Report on the Status and Participation of

Women in DeVelopment in Selected Countries of the ECWA Region" (ECWA/HR/L.Z),

dealt mainly with Iraq, Kuwait and Lebanon. It indicated areas for future action
with regard to the legal, educational and employment status of women in these
countries and in the ECWA region. The second study, entitled "Institutions and
Organizations Concerned with the Participation of Lebanese Rural Women in ‘
Development" (E/ECWA/SDHS/1), identified the institutions and organizations which
sponsor programmes for rural women, the type of such programmes and the extent of
their coverage. In addition, the study attempted to determine the nature of problems
which these organizations have in implementing their programmes and suggested some
practical measures to solve such problems and increase the effectiveness of the
organizations. The Division co-sponsored, assisted in organizing and participated
in the Near East Seminar on the Participation of Women in Integrated Rural Develop-
ment, held in Cairo from 26 October to 3 November 1974. At the Seminar, which was
also sponsored by FAO, UNICEF, and the League of Arab States, the Division, inter
slia, presented two studies mentioned above.

4. The Division also participated in the formation of the United Hations Inter-
agency Working Group for International Women's Year. The Working Groupn brings
United Nations agencies in the Middle East together with a limited number of other
organizations with regional programmes for women. The Working Group has prepared

o report based on the programmes of the member agencies, including 2 chart showing
the activities planned by the agencies for Internationel Women's Year. The Division
played an important role in the formation of this Group, keeping records of the
meetings and providing members with essential documents.

5. Within the context of the International Women's Year, other activities have
been initiated by the Social Development and Human Settlement Division. Prepara-
tions have been made for the Regional Seminar on the Role of Women in National
Development with Special Reference to Population Factors. This Seminar, to be
organized under the auspices of ECWA, is expected to take place in September 1975.
Also, a study has been initiated to evaluate the effectiveness of hone-based
employment programmes for women in rural areas of Lebanon. This study is a follow-
up to a study completed in 1974 entitled "Institutions and organizations concerned
with the participation of Lebanese rural women in development".

6. In the field of integrated rural development, a study on rural industrializa-
tion trends and prospects in countries of the ECWA region is nearing coupletion.
The study analyses the problens as well as the effects of rural industrialization
on development and proposes some policy guidelines, with particular reference to
the social asgpects.




7. The Division also participated in Oman's first conference on local community
developuent held from 7 to 13 December 1974. The conference discussed the problems
of development of local communities in Oman, and especially the provision of
Government services. The Division is also involved in conducting, jointly with the
Division of Infornation of FiO, two training and orientation seninars in the field
of rural development communication. These two workshops, of one month duration
each, are being held in Baghdad, Iraq, during the period froo Wareh o June 1975.
They are pre-reguisites for the establishment, on 1 January 1976, of 2 Rural
Development Support Communication Centre by the Iraql Ministry of Agriculture and

hgrarian Reform.

8. As part of its contribution to gocial reporting, the Division prepared &
report entitled "Review and appraisal of progress in socinl development in
countries of Western Agiam. In addition, it prepared a series of soeicl indicators,
based on available statistics for the countries of the rogion, for +he sectors of
housing, education and health. The Division prepared two reporis, dealing respec—
tively with the work programne and with social indicators, for the swenty-fourth
session of the Commission for Social Development held in New York from 6 to 24
January 1975 and participated fully in‘this session.

9, In the area of human settlenment, the Division conpleted & report on "Review
and appraisal of progress in humen settlements in countries of Western Asia". It
slso initiated a study on rent control practices and policies in the ECYA region.
A report wes prepered on the co-ordination of pbuilding research in the countries
of the region, enphasizing the need for this type of activity end indicating the
desirebility of & regional centre for building regearch. A study on building
costs in the region 1s underway.

10. Work was initinted on a number of meetings in the £ield of humen gsettlenent
being organized by the Division. In_co=-operation with the United Nations Centre
for Housing, Building and Planning (CHBP), the Division organized an Expert Group
Meeting on the Co-ordination of Puilding Research in Western Asia. The lieeting
wes held from 11 to 15 Noverber 1974 in Beirut and was attended by highlevel
experts on building research fron seven countries in Western Asia and by a number
of international agencies. The Meeting produced & series of recoimendatvions

designed to advance the co-ordination of building research in the region.

11. ECVWA jointly with the United Nations Conference on Fuman Settleuments (HABITAT),
The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific is organizing and
sponsoring a Regional Seminar on Human Settlenent, %o be held in June 1975 in
Teheran. This Seninar will serve as part of the preparatory work for HABITAT: the
United Nations Conference Exposition on Hunan Settlements scheduled for June 1976
jn Vancouver, Cenada.

An sdditional activity in connexion with BABITAT was ECUHA's participation in
an induction seminar sponsored by the Secretary General of HABITAT in New York in
September 1974 and in the first formel meeting of the preparatory cornmittee for
HABITAT held in New York in January 1975.




12. The Division participated in the ECWA Expert Group Meoting on Denogreaphic
Aspects of Urbanization and Internal Migration, held in Beirut on Deceuber 1974
and was responsible for a presentation on problems and policies relating to
urbanigzation in the ECWA region.

13. The Division participated in an Inter-Governmentol Meeting, on the
protection of the Mediterranean Sea which was held in Barcelona, Spnin, from 28
January to 5 February 1975.

14. The Regional Adviser in Human Resources Development undertook, upon the
request of Governments, advisory missions to assist in: the formlation of
social sectoral plans and programmes as part of the forthcoming national develop-
nent plans (Irnq and Kuwait); assessment and development of huwilan resources
(Yeuen srab icimblic); programmes of children, youth, snd women (United Lrab
Enirates and Lebancn); and community and rural development (Oman). In co-
operation with UNDP and UNICEF, the Adviser assisted in drafting Government
requests for technical assistance (Jordan, Oman and Saudi Arebia). He also
assisted in regional training workshops and programnes at the UNESCO Regional
Office in Beirut, and at the Arab Institute for Economic and Social Planning,
Kuwait.

D. The ECWA/FAO Joint iericulture Division

The ECWA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division becaue operational on 1 January
1975. Chief attention has been paid to:

1.  The administrative set-up and staffing of the Division;

2. The preparatory activities and the groundwork for the impleuentetion of the
projects included in the 1975 work programme, including o detailed implementation
schedule. Concerning the implementation of the 1975 projects extensive contacts
took place between FAO and other international and regional organizations, on

the one hand, and the Division, on the other hand, with a view to agsuring smooth
inplementation of the programme. Thus, for exanple, the project on Integrated
Rural Development will be inplemented in close co-operation with the FAO Regional
Office in Cairo. While in the main the FAO approach will be followed, speciel
consideration will be given to organizational and inplementotion probleus of
integrated rural development at all levels; and,

3. The preparatory activities for undertaking an agricultural sector study,
which will focus on major agricultural development policy options within a broad
macro-econonic framework and under alternative growth patterns and will emphasize
the link between policy and prograrmming.

Preparation and finalization of the nmid-tern review and appraisal of progress
in egriculture in countries of the ECWa region.

Preparation of a review on developments in agriculture and fisheries in
1973-74 in the ECWA countries and comstruction of indicators of agricultural
development for inclusion in the Annex of the Annual publication Studies on
selected development problems in Western Asia.
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B. I'ntural Recomvens, Solence and Tachnology Division

R e Tt o e (P v e, —" e ——— L " ¢ PERpRe e

Te Divizion became omnersticnal on 16 August 1974. The following activities
comprise lhe accomplishments of the Division:
1. The adninistrative set-up end staffing of the Division.

2. The preparatory work for the inplenentation of the projects included in the
1975 WOrK pregrarme.

3. Preparaticn and finalization of the nid-tera review ond apyraissl of projects
in raw neterials and development, and scisnce and technology in countries of the
ECWA region. : ’

4. Participation in the Second Arab Conference on Mineral Resources organized
by the League of Arab States and held in Jeddazh, Sauvii Arabia, 2-8 Novanber 1974.

5. The Science and Technology Programne within the Notural Resources, Scieunce
and Technology Division is expected to become only fully operational from lst
January 18765 onwards. Thus, during the period uncer review the programme
activities - based on a sta’f establishnent of ore professioncl for this period -
consisted mainly of: (a) continuing activities of an adninistrative nature;

(b) preparatory work for the envisaged activities during the 1976-1979 planning
period; and, (c) follow-up to the Regional Plan of iction for <he ipplication of
Science and Technology in the Middie East. No specific ad hoc projects were
included in the 1574 and 1975 work prograuie.

6. The Division also provided, through o consultant at the expense of ECWA, a
wide range of adviscry services on oil and mineral resources matters o the
4

Gevernneats of the Arab RKepubliic of Yemen and the Pcople's Democratic Republic of
Yewmen.

7. A preliminary ass ;sment of the status of science and technology in the ECWA
region is undertaken alnicyg at the identification of areas for regional co-
operative research and technology projects and focussing in particulor on R and D
(Cecearch and Development) efforts in various sectors, STS {Science ang Technology
Services), and S13 (Science and Technology Education) as well ae the application
of new technolcgies for developnent, institutional procedures for techunology
&ssessment and transfer and arid zone rasearch.

8. With regard to follow-up to the Regional Plan of hAction for the ipplication
of Science and Technelogy to Developuent in the Middle Erst - whicl was prepared
by the erstwhile UNEIOB and endorsed by ECOSOC - it will be subzitied as a guide-
line to Governments in the region with a view to obtaining their suggestions and
roposals concerning areas for regional co-operative rosearch and technology as
outlined in the Plan, 1In addition, the operational aspects of the Plan are also
the subject of discussions and consultations with R and D institutions in the-
region in a variety of fields.
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F. Pepulation Division

1. The activities in the population field were designed with the ain of
building up the knewledze and the capacity to respond to needs in the population
fields, to promote co-cueration and co-ordinstion, to increase awareness of
porulation prohlems, its ccrrelates and posszible strategies, and to provide
assistance in forms and means rcovested by any Member Governuent. At the sane
time, ECWA managed to mast an incressing number of Governnent requests for
advigory services on demographic issues and population problems. Shori-tern
atvisory services were rendered in the elucidation of population probleus and

in the formulation, execution and evaluation of projects.

2. During the period under review, ECWA coupleted the processing of the socilo-
édemographic survey of Sana's city, a project which was inplenented jointly by

the United Nations and the Yemen Arab Republic. This project cined at providing
an overall view of the socio-dencgraphic features of the capiial city, porticulerly
with regard to data on size, siructure, composition, economic cierocteristics and
conponents of the population of Sana'a city. During the period, ECWA lounched a
gimilar survey in five cities in Oman. The latter survey served cs a pilot
exercise for the census and for estimating its personnel requirenents. ECWA also
co-operated with the Gevernment of Lebanon in the anzlysis of dave pertaining to
the sanple survey on migretion. This survey provided useful infornmation on the
socio-demographic chavacteristics of the migrants, recsons for moving and plans
regarding their future place of residencec.

3. The Tth and 8th iscues of the Population Bulletin of ECWA were published in
July 1974 and Janvary 1975 respectively covering activities in this region on
population natters. The first issue of the Arabic version of the Bulletin was
also published.

4. An Ezpert Group Meeting on the Denographic Aspects of Urbanization and

Internal Migrotion was held in Beirut in Dsceumber 1974. The nain cobjectives of
the neeting were to provide a forum for the exchenge of knowledge, experience and
views on the situatiecn, levels and trends of urbanization and internal migration
in countries of the ECWA region. Senior Goverament officials from the ECWA region
and rcprescntatives frem UN bodies participated in the neeting. The neeting nade
a nunber of recommendations which were taken intc sccount in the formuvlation of a
long—-tern work programne of ECWA in the demographic field.

5. During the period under review ECW. participeted in the World Population
Conference which wes held in Bucharest, Romania, in August 1974, and the ACC
Sub~Connittee on population which was held in Few York in Deceuber 1974, Of
particular concern to ECWA was the World Population Plan of iction adopted by a
consensus in Bucharest. This Plan of Action was to bring population policy out

of the confines of demographic concern into the wider contex®t of socio-eccnomic
developuent. The Plan enphasized the role of naticnal efforts to solve population
problems and reaffirnmed that population policy was a legitinate area for Governnent
actions designed to arfect the six najor demograph%c varicbles-natolity, mortelity,
nigration, population growth, distribution and age/sex couposition.
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6. In order to initiate effective inplementation of the World Populetion 3
Plan of Action and the resolutions of the World Population Confercnce, a decision?
wos taken to organize a Post-World Population Conference Consultation for the
ECWA region, which was held in Dohs, in March 1975 at the invitation of the
Governnent of Qatar. '

G. Transport, Comnunications and Tourism Division

1. The Transport, Comnunications and Tourisa Division is now in “he fornative
stage and it is hoped that by the niddle of the year it will be fully staffed.

The Chief of the Division was appointed in Septenber 1974 and has participated in
the Conference on Low-Cost Roads organized by the .irab Engineers Fedsration, in
Kuwait in November 1974. He also represented the Secretarint at the Round Table
Meeting on the Use of Containers in our Region, orgonized by the Naticual Lebanese
Cormittee of the International Chanber of Commerce and the Federation of Arab
Chanbers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture held in Beirut in January 1975.

2. A draft of the Consultants' survey on the trensport situaticn in the region

referred to in the Programme of Work and Priorities adopted by the Pirst Session
of the Commission wes conpleted in Deceumber 1974,

H. Joint ECWA/UNIDO Industry Division

1. Commencing on 1 January 1975, the activities of ECWA in the Tield of Industry
are undertaken by the joint ECWA/UNIDO Industry Division, which supersedes the
1974 organizational unit with outposted UNIDO staff.

2.  In their desire to strengthen the co-operation between the tvo organizations
and evolve a nore effective and co-ordinated prograrme of industrial developnent
in the countries of the ECWA region, the Executive Secretary of ECWA ond the
Executive Director of UNIDO entered into an agreeuent on 27 June 1974 for the
establishnent of the joint division. The Division which constitutes an integral
part of the ECWA Secretariat is staffed by both ECWAa and UNIDO personnel and its
work progranmme formulated in consultation between the two organizaviong.

3. A joint ECWA/UNIDO neeting on Special Probleus and Requirenents of Industrial
Developnent in Selected Countries of the Middle East wos held in Beiru’ in
November 1974. The neeting wes held in response to the need for special assistance
in respect of the least developed countries in the ECWA region, and of co-operation
anong developing countries in their econonic and socisl developnent in pursuance

of recomnendations and resolutions of the General Lissenbly, the Beononic and Social
Council and the Industrial Developnent Board among others.




4, In its programme of industrial branch developuent, the. Industry Divisiocn
concentrated in the period under review on the food processing industries in
the countries ¢f the region.

A survey was conducted through national consultants on: (o) sugar;
(b) vegetable fat and oils; and, (c) fruits and vegetable conning and preservation
industries in preparation for a Joint BCWA/UNIDO meeting in Beirut in March 1975
on the Food Processing Industry held in the ECWA region.

'5,  The Industry Division initiated work on the 1975 work prograime project in
fertilizers by forumulating a joint work plan for its implementation in collabora-
tion with IDCAS and UNIDO.

The three stage work plen for the project which identifies the tining and
inputs of each organization for its inplementation, envisages: (2) & conprehensive
industry in the Arab countries by three teans of experts; (b) an overall plan for
the developnent of the industry on the national and multinational levels to be
prepared by international consultants on the basis of the survey; and (c) a
neeting jointly sponsored by the three organizations on co-ordinntion and promo-
tion of the industry in the Arab states to consider the overall plan.

Stages (a) and (b) of the project will be completed in 1975 end the neeting
is scheduled for February 1976.

6. Direct advisory services were provided during the period under review to a
number of countries in the region. At the request of these countrics the Regional
Industrial Adviser undertook short-tern nissions to Bahrain, Iraq, Syria and Yenmen
Arab Republic where he carried out consultations on the appraisal of a nuaber of
project prcposals incorperated in their developuent plans. These included projects
in fertilizers, pesticides, sugar, vegetable oils, cenent and petroleun refining.
He also advised the authorities concerned on various natters pertairing to the
orgenization and operation of a number of existing industrizl institutions. In
the area of training the Regional Industrial Adviser participeted as a lecturer in
a course on project formulation and evaluation at the Areb Planning Institute,
Kuwait.

7. The Division also participated in, and contributed to, the formulation of
the Cormnission's proposals for the 1976-1981 UNDP inter—country prograonning
exercise and the Comnmission's own 1376-1977 biennium progranne budget and
1976~1979 nedium—-tern plen. The preparation of the industry sector of these
prograrues was the subject of consultations between ECWA and UNIDO for the
purpose of cc—ordinating the progranne proposals of both organizations.

I. Infornation Services

1. The period under review witnessed a marked increase in the work of the
Infornation Service following ECWA's First Session,-the convening of the
Cormission's Special Session and the conclusion of several agreenents between
the Cormission and Areb organizations.

A new approach in dealing with the press by establishing personal and ready
contacts with focal points in every leading newspaper as well as radio and
television so &8s to ensure adequate dissemination was established.
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