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The present report covers the progress and development of the secretariat's

technical co-operation activities financed from the United Nations regular

programme for regional advisory services, the United Hations Development
Programme (UNDP), the Voluntary Fund for the United ilations Decade for Women,
the Fund cf the United “ations Environment Programme (UNEP), the International
Labour Organization (ILO) and the United l'ations Industrial Development
Organization (7JIDO), In the paragraphs below the programmes are reported
upon according to their source of funding., Progress on activities financed
from the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) are reported

on in E/ECYA/162, "Progress made in the implementation of the work programme'",

TECHMICAL CO-OPERATIOI! ACTIVITIES IIT PROGRESS OR COMPLETED

A. Regional advisory services (ECYA)

1. The ECVA regular programme of regional advisory services for 1982 provided
for services in the following eight areas: public finance; development planning;
human resources development; industrial project identification and formulation;
financial development; economic statistics and national accounts; household
survey design and execution; transport and communications. During 1982 the

post of regional adviser for public finance was vacant,

2, In the area of development planning assistance was provided: to the Government
of Democratic Yemen in improving the working mechanism structure of the Hinistry
of planning in relation to the planning units in Government entities; to the
Government of Yemen in the Yemen International Development Conference; to the
United Arab Emirates in regional planningj to the Syrian Arab Republic in

development planning.

3. In the field of human resources developrent, advice was provided: to

the Government of Yemen on formulating plans for the social sector within

the framework of the national development plan; to the Governments of Jordan,




E/ECHA/162/Add.2
Page 2

Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman and Yemen through regional seminars on social development;

to the Government of Jordan on preparing for the ECWA/UNESCO training workshon

on communication skills for women in rural areas; to the Government of Bzhrain

to prepare the three-year plan of the :linistry of Social Affairs; to the Government

of Oman on implementing a national community-develovment programme.

4, In the area of industrial project 1dent1f1cat10n and formulation, assistance
was provided to the Government of Jordan in 1dent1fy1nc and formulating a vproject
on the manufacturing of cables and steel sheets., The reg10na1 adviser also
participatad in workshop II (ECYA/United Nations Financing System for Seience

and Technology for Development (UUFSSTD) regional training programme) and in
preparing for a symposium on plastic applications. The regional adviser
participated in the second Arab Erergy Conferénce organized by the Ofganization
of Arab Petrcleum Exporting Countrles (0OAPEC) which was held from 5 to 12 :larch
1982 in the United Arab Emirates,

5. In the area of financial developuent, advige was provided: to the Government
of the United Arab Emirstes on evaluating its .planning department financial
activities; to the Covernment of Bahrzin to survey the country's needs in the

field of financial develooment,

6« In the area of economic statistics and national accounts, advice was provided:
to the Government of Jordan on preparing an international .trade index study and

-an industrial survey symposium and on formulating welghts for the cost-of-living
index. '

7. In the area of household-survey design and execution, assistance was provided:
to the Governments of, Bahrain and Xuwait and Oman in assessing prospe ‘ts for
initiating national household-survey activities; to the Governments of Jordan,
Qatar and the Syrian Arab Republic in preparing reports on family budget studies,
The regional adviser participated in the Council of Arab Econouic Unity Statistical

Committee meeting held in Jordan from 17 to 25 September 1982 and in the 8th

meeting of the Arab League Standing Comnittee on Statistics.,




E/ECVYA/162/Add.2
Page 3

8, In the arca of tramsport and communication, advice was nrovided: to the
Government of FKuwait on reviewing the draft reports of the tranmsport study for
the Arab worlds on the technical studies needed for promoting an efficient
transvort system; on the need for a trainiqg prograﬁme for personnel in the
technical field of transportj and on a course syllabus and related preparatory
activities for a regional transportation course to be held in Tunisia. The
regional adviser lectured at the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development

in Amman on evaluation of rural roads and regional project scheduling,

B. Regional advisory services (UHDP)

9, 1In the context of the UNDP-supported household-survey project, advice was
provided: to the Government of Jordan on reviewing the sample designs for the
demographic labour force and agricultural household surveys; to the Government
of the Syrian Arab Republic on the design that cauld be adopted for the household
income and expenditure survey; to the Governnment of Bahrain on the planning and
exccution of the household income and expenditure survey; to the Government of
Yemen on the master s2mple design to bte adopted for the demographic survey and

on the sub-semples to be used for income and expenditure and labour force surveys,

C,» Regional advisory services (ILD)

10, ILO contributed labour force nanpower statistics to the household-survey
project, Assistance was provided to the Governments of -Jordan and Yemen in

prenaring manpower-survey questionnaires.
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D, Regionel advisory services (UFIDO)

11, UNIDO provided resources for advisory services on industrialization and
mechanical engineering., The regional adviser assisted in the ECHA/UIFSSTD
regional training programme workshop II and symposium. The workshop was on
technology ani processing design update: petrochemicals, fertilizers, oil

and gas-processing, The symposium was on plastic technologies and applications,

E. 7nited l'ations Development Prograrmme (UIIDP)

12, - During the period under review the Commission acte? as executing agency for

the following UNDP projects: The Arab Planning Institute in Kuwait; The Arab
Institute for Training and Research in Statistics - Baghdad; Assistance in the
development of statistical services in Yemen; The International Drinking Water

Supply and Sanitation Decade in the ECWA region; The Mational Household Survey
Capability Programme in the ECWA region; The Arab Institute for Banking and Financial
Studies (preparatory assistance); The Regional Training Programme for the Development

of Incustrial Technological Capabilities in Petroleum-Based Industries in Western Asia,

F. The Arab Planning Institute in Yuwait

13. During the period under review !i'DP assistance to the Arab Planning Institute
was limited to the provision of funds for fellowships with the objective of
establishing the Institute's own research and academic staff, In this connection,
ECYA as an executing agency assisted the Institute in administering the fellowship
programmes in close collaboration with the Department for Technical Co-operation

for Dewvelonment,

14, 1In 1932 six fellowshirs were awar:ied to nationals from Arab countries to

continue their studies abroad in various fields of economics, town and regional
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planning, operations research and statistics. TUpon completion of their studies
these fellows are eupected to return to the Institute and undertake lecturing
and research activities on selected problems of economic and social development

which are of snecial significance to the participating countries,

15, The Institute continued to offer an annual training programme in comprehensive
develonment plenning, as well as a aumber of short-tern courses, seminars and
workshoos on specialized areas of development planning, administration anil

managenent.,

G. The Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics - Baghdad

16, The regional Institute continued i¢s research and training activities in the
areas of economic statistiecs, agricultural and rural statistics, demographic and

gocizl statisticse.

17. ECIA as an executing agency continued to participate as a number of the Roard
of Directors of the Institute, which sets the general policies governing the

operation of the Institute and neriodically reviews the work programme.

18, 1In 1982, from funds contributed by UNDP, an international expert was

assigned to the Institute to assist in the training prograrme on agricultural
and rural statisticse. The present phase of UNDP assiétance came to an end in
September 1982, The nature and extent of future UID? assistance is currently

being considered both by UNDP and ECHi.

4. Assistance in the development of statistical services in Yemen

19, 1In accordance with the work programme and priorities outlined in the project
S ] i 1

wi
cfforts were intensified to strengthen the technical and adninistrative canabilities
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of the Central Plenning Organization of Yemen to enable it to meet its growing
requirements for planned economic and social developuent, Assistance provided

during the review period includes the followins:.
(a) Design of master samdles for multi-round multi-purpose surveys;

(b) Completion of questiomnaives on agricultural household activities,

the lsbour force and migration;

(¢} Training of field assistancs in data collection for various socio-

econonic surveys,

In addition to the sbove preparations were under way for establishing statistical
indices including wholesale »rice indices, quartum index numbers for industrial
production, and unit index numbers for foreign trade statistics. Preparations

were 2lso made for training counterparts in the relevant fields of activity,

20, UIDP supnort to this project included the services of a chief technical
adviser an expert in economic statistics, and support personnel, as well as
the nrovision of equiyment.“ Arrangements for the purchase of three vehicles

fo. field activities have already been made,

I. The Internatianal Drinking Water Sumply and Sanitation Decade

in the ZCWA Region

21, 4s a follow-u3> to the iar del Plata Action Plan resolutions an:
recormencations this regional project becane onerational in 1981, The primary
objective of this co-operative action was to assist Member States of the
Tnited Yations to accelerate »lans and progrdmies for achieving the adopted
Decade goals of "access to a safe water susply and adequate sanitation

facilities by the year 129Q."
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22. 1In the imnlenentation of this proiect consultancy services were provided
to all memher States of RCUA with the objective of rendering active sunnort to
the process of raviewing their develomnent nlans ani initiating actions to

improve thelr vrocromme capebilities,

23, The preparatory phase of the aroject came to an end in 1982 and the fipal
report entitled "'The International Drin%ing Water Suvnly and Sanitation Decade:
activities in the ECVA region: is ready for nublication and subsequent circulation
to the member States of the Conmission. This report, together with similar
studics undertaten in pravious years, will constitute the basic framework for

the Cormission's activities during the Decade.

J. The lational Housechold Survey Capability Programme in the

24+ 4s part of the global strategy for the ilational Household Survey

Capability Prograrme (. HSCPY, this 2roject was initiated in the ECUA region in
“igrch 1331. Its objective was to assist participating Governmants to develop
continuous 2n” integrated houschold surveys that can nrovide vital information
required for nationzl develorment nlans, policies and prograrmes, The nroject
also zcims as making ontinun use of available resources and develowing an effective

.

and enduring statistical infrastructure in the arza of household statistics.

25, Duaring the reporting neriod several multidiscinlinary nissions were undertalten
to Bzhrain, Democratic Vemen, Jordan, the Jnited Arab Emirates and Yemen in

copnection with the implementaticn of the ITGC? nrogramvies in these countries.

25, 4As a result of the technical assistance nrovided, the Statistics. Department
of Jordan has storted implerenting the first chase of thz HSC? aroposal regarding

&

monpower survey; the soveranent of Democratic Yenen has aprroved a project

j}

sronosal and subnitted it to P for consileratiou as a country prcgrarme; the
Central Statistiecs 0ffice of the United Arab Fairates has initiated a houscehold
income and exnenditure survey; the ULiLT has already annroved the Government of
veren's statistics development project and the nroject's TISCP component has

becoue onerctional,
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27, A joint Unitead lations Sahelian Qffice (U'SC)/7CWA team undertook a mission

to Oman during the period 28 “oril to § llay 1982 and a draft NHSCP nro-osal was

rrepared and submitted to the apnropriate acthorities for approval,

Xe The Arab Instituie for Banking and Financial Studies

23, Within the framework of the preparatory assistance nroject docunent
& consultant was recruited to un:dertae an cztensive field survey and prepare
the full~-scale project document for the establishment of a regional Arab

Institute for Banking and Financial Studies,

29+ During the period under reviev a field survey was conducted covering seven
nember States of ECWA: Zahrain, Iraq, Yuwait, Omen, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates, The main purzose of the survey was to assess the

xisting anc future training needs of the countries concerned in the arcas of
banking and finznce and furthermore, to determine the scove and curriculunm of
the training programme of the nroposed TInstitute. At vpresent the survey result
is being analysed for the purzose of nreparing a detailed f-ll-scale nroject

docunent,

30. The consultent's interim report shows that each of the seven countries
covered in the survey supports the establishment of a regional Arab

Institute for Ban%ing and Financial Studies,

L. The Regionzl Training Programe for the Develonment of

Industrial Technological Canabilities in the Petroleun-

Baged Inductries in Western Asia

31, The objectives of this training jrogramme are to strengthen indigenous
scientific and technological capabilities in the region and to promote better

contrel and nanagenment of the process oI technology transfer the econonmic and

social advancenent of the rezion,
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32, The programe consists of these activitiess The first activity (workshop I)
is a regionzl worlkshoy on ungrading the canability of industrizal nlanners to

assess immorted technologzies. Work on this wofkéhop in 1922 comnsisted of field
~issions for the ilentification of case studies an! lecturers, A number of
neetings were held with selected institutions and organizations and arrangements
for holding the meeting in the second quarter of 1973 are now unier vway., The two
other activities of the nregrarme consist of worlshor IT on technology and process
desisn update: onetrochemicals, fertilizers aad oil and gas-nrocessing; and of

a symmosium on vplastic technologies an? apnlications, Early in 1922 a co-ordinator

h ]

and an organization cormittee were assigned to these two activities, The worl
plans for workshop II and the symposiun were completed in April 1982 by this
cormittee, and a mission was subsequently undertalen by the co-ordinator and

a comsultant to Bzhrain, Jordan, Zuwait, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco,
Qatar and Tunisia to follow-up on a previous nission undertaken in 1931, to
present the finsl work plans, to select trainees for the workshop and to invite
narticisants to the symposium. By July 1982 lectureres for both activities were
identified ani contraéted. In September 1932 an agreement was concluded with

The Royal Scientific Society in Jordan for hosting the two activities. Invitations
were exiended to institutions, government and non-government organizations,
industrial establishrents in the private and public sectors, chambers of commmerce
and industry, universities, ‘an? resional and internationcl orgahizations in

the Arab countries,

2. Uofkshoy II wag held from 30 Dctobar to 2 December 1932 and was attended

by 22 trainees from the followinz countries: Cahrain,Iraq, Jordan, Yuwait, Qatar,
Sauli Arabia, thz Syrian Arab Renublic and the United Arab Enirates. The

symmosiun was hell from 11 to 15 Decenber 1282 and was attended by 75 participants
frou the following countries: Algeris, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Xuwait,
Lebanon, .oroccc, Saudi frabia an! the Syrian Arab Republic, There were also
narticinants from fLustria, Cenada, ¥rance, the Federal Reputlic of Germany,

Greece, India, Japan, the United “lingdon of Great Britain and Yorthern Ireland

an¢ the United States of America,
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is  Voluntary Pund for the United llations Decade for Vomen

I3

34+ DTuring the period uniler review the Comniission executed an? administered
projects financed “rom the Voluntary Fund for the United ilations Decade for
Yomen. In addition, it alsc proviced advisory services to similar women's

programaes in Jordan and Jman,
35. The Zollowing are the main activities undertaken durinn 1932:

(a) TIreparation of JTototype educational materials for a women's extension

Programe vas completed in July 1932:

{b) A nroject on inprovirg aninal and poultry stock and processing food

nroducts was connleted;

(c) Preparation for a subregional workshop on develonment of skills for
organization znl particination in training worl:shops has been initiated, The

vorkshon is scheduled to be held in Zpril 1283;

(¢} A workshon on planning 2nd nmznagement of rnulti-purpose centres was
held in March an? Anril 1902 in Beirut, Pifty trainees from 12 multi-nurnose
centres and non=governmental orgenizaions in Lebanon participated in the

worlizhons

(e) Vourteen troinees from Jahrain, Denocratic Yemen, Rgypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation Organization, the Syrian Arab Republic and
Yenen perticinated in a vorlzshop that was held in Jordan from 20 llovember to

16 December 1022, The mein theme of vorkshon was the production of eomrwnication

and audio-visual naterials for rurel extension programues for woman,
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i, Environmental co=oriination

36, In accordance with its mandate, the Environmental Co=ordination Unit
]

carried out the following activities during the period under reviews

(a) Assessment of the state of the environrent: a report entitled "The
environmental implications of urbanization in the ECUA region" (E/ECYA/TIV /VP.3)
was prepared., The report draws attention tc the impact of extensive urban sprawl
on the deterioration of the environment an< to the necessity of incornorating
environmental dinensions into the process of econcmic dewelonnenit, The report
nrovides an interdigeinlinary asproach to the interrelations between unchecked
urbanization and other conponents of developnent, such as sanitation, public health,
corrunity water supply, housing, transportatior and a socially-patterned life-style.
The redort advises nroject managers and planners on environnental factors that 4

should be taken into consideration at an early stage in project planning;

(b) The *mit continued to ensure that the Comnmission's prograrmes an? projects
tae into zccount environmental considerations, and that the Cormission narticipates

L Giny

in the formulation and implenmentation of the UIEP Action Programmej

(¢) The Unit narticipated in the nreparation an: forrulation of the MEP
document “System~wide medium-tern nlan, 1984-1039" in which certain regional
nriorities were taken into account in the preparation of the prograrme budget for

the 1984-1085 biennium

.

(@) The Unit participated in the 1'EP consultative forum for designated
officizls on environmental matters, in order to co=orlinate between TUEP sriority

srograumes and the Comnl ission's work programe;

(e} Supvort was provided to the Regional Seas prograrme, ar? more narticularly
to the Tuwait Action Plan. The Unit narticinzated in the inter=—agency neeting

organized by U2 and in the inter-governrental neetings for the apnroval of

the Slobal Seas prograrme ir which regional characteristics were reflectad.




