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A. Attendance and Organization of Work

1. The Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Expert Committee on the Medium-term
Plan for the period 1984-1989 met in Baghdad, Iraq from 9 to 12 May
1982, Its deliberations covered 6 meetings.

2, The following members of the Commission attended the Committee ;/:
Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt,Iraq,Jordan,Kwuait,Leébandr,Oman
The Palestine Liberation Orgenization, Qatar, The United Arab
Emirates and Yemen. ‘

3. The following States Members of the United Nations not members
of the Commission attended the meeting as observer: Tunisia.

4. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies attended the Committee ag obgervers:

United Nations Secretariat (New York), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgenization, United
Netions Industrial Development Organizatim, United Nations
Environment Programme, United Nations Development Programme,
Pood and Agriculture- Organization of the Unitcdupqd;gug .
International Telecommunicationd Union.

5« The following regional and intergovernmental organizations
attended the Committee 1/:

Arab Labour Organization, Arab Telecommunications Union,
League of Arsb States and Arab Industrial Development Organigzation,

l. Tor the names of the participants in the Committee, see
document E/ECWA/CMTP/INF.,3/Rev.2
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the Committee unanimously elected the

6. At its first meeting,
t ) ; \:1'1_‘

pureau as follows: - : 3 =
Chairman . Mr. Ismail A. Al-Delaimy

V. Chairman: Mr. Hayyan Haider, Member, Council for Development
and Reconstrauction, Lebanon

vV, Chairman: Mr. Jalal Moula, Assistant Deputy Minister of

Planning, PDRY

Rapporteur : Dr. Ahmad Salim Ahmed, Economic Expert,
Ministry of Economy and Commerce.

mmittee adopted E/ECWA/CMTP/2/Rev.2

o

7. At its first meeting, the Co
for its organization of work, The representative

of Iraq called for flexibility in dealing with the

items.

various agenda

B. Agende

8, The Committee adopted at its first meeting the following

agenda (contained in B/ECWA/CMTP/1/Rev.1)

1, Opening of the meeting
o, Tlection of officers
3. Adoption of the agenda

4, Orgenization of work
5. Programme priorities for the period 1984-1989

6., The Medium-term Plan for the period 1984-1989

7. Institutional arrangements for the implementation of the

Medium—term Plan for the period 1984-1989

B8e Other business

9. Adoption of the reporte
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Ce égoount of proceedings

9, In his opening address, lire Mehammad Said Al-Attar, the

Executive Secretary of BCTUA, described the meeting &as & gignificant
step towards the integration of the RCWA's work programme and
priorities into the Medium~term Plan 1984-1989., He referredL:c... 7.
to General Assembly resolution 32/197 in which the roles and

functions of the regionel cominigsions are outlined. ECWA would
digcharge its responsibilities more effectively inthose regpects

if programae priorities were defined on the basis of the needs and
interests of the region. A well structured Medium~term Plan should
be attuned to the development requirements of the reglon but also not only
to the implementation of global mendates and strategies., To those
ends, the Committee might. focus its work, on the determination of
priorities among the various subprogrammes within each major programme
and on the specification of the implications of relevant regional

and global development strategies for the Medium~term Plan. He
furthermore expressed the view ® thet consideration should be given

to the egtablishment of institutional arrangements within the
Commission to assist it, on a permanent basgis, in the performance

of its various programming functions.

10, In his introductory atatement pertaining to agenda item 5.
Programme Priorities for the period 1984~1989 (E/ECWAJCMTP/WP.Z/ReV.l)
lir. George Abu-~Jawdeh, Chief, Programme Planning and Co—~ordination
Unit of BCWA, gave an outlook of the various stages of the
preparation of the United Nations Medium-%erm Plan. In that
connection, he drew attention to General Assembly resolution 36/228
on Programme Planning, which provided a new bagis for the general
process of Planning, programming and management, particularly

ag regards the determination of priorities between programmes and gub-
programmes : o 3 -
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The Medium—~term Plan proposed by ECWA eontained ten priorities,
including food security, rural development and the develepment of
humen resouvces development which wefe added in the light of their
importance in the context of various regional strategies such ag the
strategy for™oint Arab Economic Action® adopted by the eleventh
Arab Summit (November 1980 Amman, Jordan) and the conclusgions of the
Symposium on the Arab world in the year 2000 (5-10 May 1980,
Tangiers,Morocco).,

11. The representative of the Government of Iraq - . .

referring to document u/ECWA,CMTP/WP.Z/Ado.l/ReV.l empha31ved the
importance of food security, rural development and humen resources
development as well as industrial development and the transfer of
technology in the development process of the ECWA region., In his view,
the esteblishment of a balanced dévelopment‘in the region™ -..-":.
required that the special needs of the least developed countries of
the region should be taken into account. Thus, he supported the
importance attached to the subprogramme on activities for the Teast
Developed Countries. He furthermore suggested that the energy
programme be glaveéd . to the first level of priorities. In this
connection, he stressed that particular attention be given to the
development of human resources in the energy sector., He expressed

the view that the establishment of a Committee for the Programmes
would be conducive to a more effective performence of the
responsibilities of the Commission the programming planning and review;
The Committee should draw, as gppropriate, oh the documentation and -
recommendations considered by relevant regional organizations, with a
view to ensure greater responsiveness to regional priorities and to
avoid unnécessary duplication of efforts.
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12. The Secretariat introduced document, E/ECWA/CNTP/WP.1/Rev.1:
Proposed Medium-term Plen for the period 1984-1989 (Note by the
Executive Secretary) by focuging ettention o itgannex

$hieh cortuine Tiests 6. ~ subprogrammes within each major
programme. he importance of determining relatively high end
low priority subprogremmcs was emphrgized.

13. The representotive of Egypt stressed thnt the proposed
progremmes did not gufficiently teke - dndan B oeduntecohomi c
integration and expressed the wiwW thot thig reruired further
rttention by the gecretarirt. |

14. TFollowing the introduction by the Secretrrint of
E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1/13/Rev.1l on Industrirl Development the delegnte
of Bahrrin strted that development of heavy industry wos not
emphosized in the industry progromme rlthough it was on

important priority arec in the Gulf Region, where the Gulf
Co~operation Council is concentr-ting on sever-l importrnt
projects such og steel, ~luminium «nd dry dock industries. It"was
suggested thot the secretrri-t trkesg into account. these
development needs gince these could moke importmnt contributions
to the economic integrotion of the region.

15. The repregsentctive of Om-n supported the - ~iew expressed
by Brhrrin st-ting th~t the exprngion of the region~1l m-rket is
conducive to regionrl integrrtion rnd would render the region
more economicrlly competiti-e with industrirlized countries.

1¢. Represent~ii~es of Ir-q concentrrted on gevercl -spects of
he industry progrfmme dr-wing stteniion to the importrut frect
thet rlmost 90% of OPEC couniries nctivities consist of crude
0il export. Therefore it wrs emph- gized thnt industrinl
diversificrtion would help to reduce dependence on this sector.
17 - "Me represertative of Cma In fils ir rerveriior otserved that
there wre only slight reference to the importrnce of industriel

geientific reserrch.
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18, The representative of FDRY emphagized the importance of getting
up light end medium-industries in the context of rursl development.

19, The wepresentative of the Arab Indusirial Development Organization
urged that the Commission give due attention to the importance of
industrial planning and called for greater co-ordination between
organigntions at the regional level.

20. In responding to the various observations the Secretariat noted
that the Medium-term Plan wns only o general fromework. Details of the
programme were to be worked out in the context of the preparatien of
the biennial programmes of work.

21l. The representative of Egypt expressed the view that the
attainment of food. security is indispensable for the stability
and development of the region fle was plenged to note that ECWA
has given top priority to this ~ren,

22. The representntive of “emen Arab Republic’émphqsized that -
particular attention should be given to the energy requirement of the
lenst developed countries in the region.

23, The representative of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen
obgerved that mnny countries of the region would benefit from the
further development of consgtal fisgheries; the Medium-Term Plan
should properly reflect the importence of the Commigsion's expanded
involvement in this sector

24, The representntive of Lebnanon underlined the importonce of the
programmé on rural development in the Jedium-Term Plan. ’

25. The represeﬁtative of Bahrain supported the effort to establish
levels of priority among the various programmes; it should be kept
in mind, however, that all programmes are inter-related.¢ore should
be taken thet emphasis plnced on individunl prograﬁmes ghould not
detract from the overnll implementation of the Plam. '




e

6. The represent-tive of Omen called ettention to the importence
of the congtruction industry, trcngport end tourismg due
-ttention ghould be given to progr-mmes 1n these crecs in the

context of the Medium~Term Plrn,

27  The Secretsrirt in regponding to the nbove comments rnd
observrtions, indicnted thet the grouping of progrommes into
three priority levels did not prejudge the importence of the
regpective sectors in the nrtionrl economic ~nd gocirl policy-
mcking process. he purpose of the classificﬁtion wos rother
to facilitote the establistment of o 1link on on indicrtive ~nd .

flexible bosis between progrommes rnd cnticiprted resources.

28. TFollowing %he introduction by the Secretariat of working
rapers E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1, 8,9,10 and 16/Rev. 1.

The representative of Oman stated that although the
proposed programme for international trade and development
discussed the need for ECWA countries to expand export trade,
it did mot take into account the trade with advanced countries
which were important trade partners of the ECWA countries. It
should be borme in mind thet the institution of- & preferentieltorde
gystem would not as such lead to a larger volume of export from -
the ECWA region. The observer from the Arab Industrial '
Development'Organization noted that the level of interregional
trade had remained relatively low, and was, in effect, declining,
despite the conclusion of major trade agreements in recent years,
Without a significant strengthering of the industrial production
capacity, prospects for expanded interregionsl trade were to
"remain low.




29. The secretariat replied that in view of the limited

resources anticipated for activities in this sector, a selective
approach should be followed. It was estimeted that activities aimed
at the rationalization of import policies of member States would

Prove to be both feasible and urgently required in the region and
should therefore deserve attention on a Priority basis in the
Medium~term Plan.

30. The representative of Iraqg urged that the proposed

programme on international trade should focus on 1mport
substitution, expansion and diversification of regional trade,
end, eventually, the creation of an integroted . market that would
be competitive with the national and regional markets of
developed countries. The Commisgsion, in closge co-operation with
Arab regional orgenizations, could support member countries in

the preparation of policies and measures aimed at or strengthening
the economic posgition of the region in these respects and make
wider provision, in the context of the Medlum—term,Plan, for
supporting activities 1nclud1ng, inter alla, expanded programmes
for the exchange of trade information and for the strengthening of
international arrangements at the national and regional levels.
More attention should aiso be given to the analysis of the
practices of the multinational corporatlons operating in the
region and to the strengthenlng of the negotlatlng capaolty

of the countries of the region vis: lvis these corporktlons

31. The obaectlves and strategies of the Programme on statistics
were generally supported,

32. Support was also expressed for the proposed programme on the
environment, In that connexion it was, inter alia, observed

that particular attention should be given to the gtrengthening
of institutional arrangements at the national level for the
formulation and co-ordination of environment policies.
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33. In reference to the proposed progrrmme of netur-l

regources ( E/ECWA/CMTP/W.P.1/15/Rev 1 ),

the . . representotive of Irne crlled ~ttention to the need for
regul~ting lorge rivers perticulrrly those thet run through more
th-n one country in the region. Furthermore, there wrs on urgent
need for impro-ed menrgement of basgic ground woter ond wetershed
tesources irn desert ond semi-desert regions cnd in plntecu end
mountein rrerg. The Medium-Term Plen should propefly reflect

these needs ond in thet connexion, ploce - prrtiéulrr emphr gis

on troining sctivities for middle-level and high-letel experts in
woter m-nogement; provision should alsc beomade for detailed groundwate:
gtudies involving o comprehiensive mupping of woter resources in

the region covered by the "Sanl r1-Hrmed" project now being executed
by Ir-q, Jordsn, Scudi Arcbis ~nd Syrir.

34, The representctive of Irce rlso supported the ~iew th-t the
energy plan should give due cttention to the developmeni of slter—
nrtive sources of energy with o view to conserving the hydrocnrbon
regources of the region. He colled rttention to the est~blishment
of =~ nrtionrl energy commigsion in Irna to undertcke energy plenning
in the country cnd to oct as .o motivating force DA OPEC countrie® so
thet the Irceri experience is sh-red by -1l Arcb etrtes - He
mentioned tlh~t the rising cost of energy is only ome of a number of
obstreles freing the development of devcloping countries - Thesc
obst-cles include the rising costs of imported gbods ond services
from de eloped couniries, increcoged public dcbt of de eloping
countries -nd high cost of imported technology products.

Thcge consider-tions slould be duly reflected in the relewont prrts

of the Medium—term Plru under congideration.




- 10--

35. The rcpruScntatiVe of Egypt guggested thrt speci~l provision
ghould be mode for cctivities bencfiting of the ler.st de-eloped
countries in the region in the fields of food gecurity ond cgri-
culturcl development in the energy gector, it wos of the essence

thet the rTegion ~cti-ely pﬁrticipated in the de- elopment of new

-pd renewrble sources of cnergy. BCWA could play an prportant role
in the co-ordination of pelevant gctivities in the region 78 regrrds
the proposed progromme on Sciencc ~nd Technology he falt thet it
ghould not only cover nctivities relrted to the trrngfer of techinology
but ~lgo support the strengthening of region~l coprcities for the

de- elopment of gecience 'nd Technology - The deleg-te of Omrn gtresscd,
in thisg connexion, the role of locel technology ~nd technicnl
expertise obtrined through pr-ctice. ‘

36.  With regerd to “he Scicnce rnd Teehnology progromme (E/ECWA/
CMTP/W,P,l/E/ReV;l,the delegote of Irra urged thrt the plrn should

mr ke provision for n~ctivities cimed -t the negotiztion of prtents

~nd technology contracts. He ~1go emphrsized the necd to gtrengthen
andé expond congulting -nd cngine.ring gervices in the region. The
delegrte of Bgypt gtrasced tie need to study priority iggues in jrensfer
of technology in Tood nnd Agriculture ™8 well o8 Energy, p'rticulrrly
New -né@ Rencwrble gources of energy.

37. Referring to the proposed progr-mme: on food rnd rgriculture

(B /ECWA/CMTR /W p.1/5/Rev.2) the representotite of Ir~e supported

the frrmework rnd priorities” of the plesn -nd commented on the need
for - comprehensi-e gtrrtegy of ~gricultur-l ~nd rur-l development

in the region, %o be brged on the full utilivetion of domestic poten-
tiels., Treining, m-nr gement ~nd brsic infrogtructure were congidered
critvicrl re~uirements for succegsful rurrl de clopment. The impor-
i~nce gi-en to the subject of comboting degertificotion in the
Medium-term Plen woe endorged; in this connexion prriiculrr reference
wreg mnde to g0il erosion ~nd sclinigrtion problems; flood hrz-rds;
rrtioncl woter use -nd soil m-n-gements; etc. Specific emphrsis w'S

to be pl-ced on the deovelopment of men-gement ¢c-prbilities; frrm
mech-nigetion; the goci~1l revivel of rurrl communitiess hgriculturﬁl

extengion; ~rketing cnd stor-ge of rgriculturrl products.




38. Delegates of Egypt, Ircqg snd Qatar cgreed with the
structure ond priorities of the Medium-term plcon pointing to
the need for r study of the linkoges between cgricultural

educntion -nd employment in nagriculture. Reference wrs olso
mnde to the crucirl role of policies providing strong incen-
tives for employment in the agricultur-l sector.

39. During the course of the meeting representctives expressed
their opinion on the relctive priorities -~mong subprogremmes in
the vrrious progr-mmes reviewed. The conclusion in this regurd
cre contrined in -nnex I to this report.

Institutionsl urr-ngements for the implementotion of the Medium-
term Plon for the period 1984-1989 (Agend~ item 7).

40. In its introduction of document E/ECWA/CMTP/B/Rev.l, the
secretori-t referred to Genernl Assembly resolution 32/197 on

the restructuring of the economic ~nd social sectors of the UN
system 2nd which defined the role of regionc-l commissions as the
main generrsl centres for economic ond goci=l development in their
respective regions. Attention wos 2lso drawn to ICWA resolution
56 (v) on the definition of o long-term development strategy -~nd
to regolution 84(VII) on the formction of the Ad HHoc Intergovern-
mental BExpert Committee which wng now meeting ond which was called
upon to cdvise the Commigsion on the estoblishment of subsidinry
bodies., The secretorint’s proposal to estrblish o Standing Com—
mittee for the Progromme wos elmborated upon.

41. The represgentotive of Irana expressed the view that the
progromming requirements of the Commigsion would merit considera-
tion of the estoblighment of a permanent expert body to nssist the
Commission in the fulfillment of its responsibilities in this
regord and proposed that the Ad Hoc Committee recommend o reso-
lution to this end. Other representatives supported this proposcl.
The Ad Hoc Committee zccordingly proposes the nttoched text

(Annex II) of o~ dr~ft resolution for congiderstion by the
Commission.




Annex T

Relative priorities emong subprogrammes in the
Medium~¥erm Plan T

or the 1984-1989

Major Programme Subprogremmes in Recommended
the Medium~term Plan order of
priority
Statistics l. Statistical 1, 2, 3
Development
(E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1/4/Rev.1) 2. National accounts

3.

and economic
statistics

Social demographic
and environmental
statistics

Transport, Communications
and Toursim

(E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.l/S/ReV.l)

1,

Development of 1, 2, 3
intergrated o
transport

Development of
Tourism

Communications

Food and Agriculture

2.

3.

Monitoring and 2, 3, 1
Management of

dAgricultural

Development and
Agricultural

resources

Food Planning
and policy

Support to agrarian
reform and rural
development programmes




Science and Technology

B/ECWA/CMTP/WP,1/6/Rev.1 1. The strengthening of national 1, 2
gcientific and technological
capabilities

2. Transfer of technology
Energy
E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1/7/Rev.1 1. Energy Planning 1, 2, 3
2. Energy Resources development.
3. Energy conservation and
efficiency
Social Development ,
E/ECWA/CUTP/WP.1/11/Rev.1 1. Social integration 1, 2
2. Human Resources development

Population

E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1/12/Rev.,1l 1. Demographic data
collection and analysis

2« Population development and
policies
3. Population education and
information
4, Employment promotion and
manpower development
Industrial Development
E/ECWA/CMTP/V/P.1/13/Rev.l 1. National Planning and 3, 1, 2

2e

3e

regional co~ordination in the
industrial sector
Trade manufactured products

and financing industrial
development

Development of selected
industrial branches.




Human Settlements
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L,/BCWL,CMTP, WP.1/14/Rev.1 1. Tntegration of physical 1, 3, 4,
planning with economic
and social planning.
2, City Management
3, Building materials
4, Survey analysis and
evaluation of the impact
and effectiveness of
prefabrication,
Natural Resources
E/ECWA/CMTP/WP.1,/15/Rev.1 1., Mineral resources 2, 1
2. Water resources
Development Issues and
Pollicies
E/ECWA/CNTP,/WP.1,/16,Rev.l 1. Perspective planning 2, 1, 3

Special measures in favour
of the Least Developed .
Countries of the region.

Review and enalysis of
economic trands.




Annex IT

The ECWA Medium-term Plzn for the period 1984-1989

e e e

The Economic Cgpmission_for Wegjg;pwéggg,

Recolling General Assembly regolution 32/197 on the
regstructuring of the economic nnd gocicl gsectors of the United
Nationg system, porticulsrly its provisions regarding the role
of the regional commigsions for the promotion of co-ordination
a2t the regioncl level =nd regurding their tc.8ks ond regponsibili-
tieg in the programme planning ond review process.

Recr:lling further Generrl Assembly Resolution 36/228 of 18/12/
1981 on Progr-mme Plonning prrticularly its section (A);

Mindful of ECOSOC resolution 1981/64 of 23 July 198l which
cnlled upon £ll orgrns, orgonizotions nnd bodies of the United
Netions System to opply the Intern~tioncl Development Strotegy
for the Third Development Dec~de og = policy fromework in the
formuletion ond implementztion of their progrommes of work and
Medium—term Plons; :

Recr1lling clso its resolution 56(V) on the definition of
long-term development objectives ond regionnl development
gtrotegy ond its resolution 84(VII) of 23 April 1980 by which
it estrnblished ~n Ad Hoc Intergovernmentsl Expert Committee with
~ view, inter zlin, to n=dvising the Commission regzrding
institutionzl rrrongements, including the crention of technical
bodies, for the effective implementztion of the Medium-term
Plzn for the period 1984-1989; ’

1. Emphcsizes the need to ensure that the progrnomme plonning
and review procesgses of the Commigsion reflect more fully ond
consistently the development priorities und recuirements of the
Stcotes Members of the Commissiun.




2. Adopts the report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmentcl Expert
Committee on the Medium-term Plon and the recommendatons contained
therein*,

3. Endorses in thut context the Commission®*s Medium-term Plon
for the period 1984-1989;**

4. Recommends to the Economic and Socicl Council to egtoblish
o Stonding Committee for the Progromme composed of 21l members of
tlie Commission, o8 its moin subsidiary orgon to asgigt the Commissior
in the execution of its responsibilities for programme plonning and
review;

5. Recommends further that the terms of reference of the

Stonding Committee will be as follows:
(n) The Committee shall function as the main subsidicry
organ of the Commission for reviewing, :plonning, progremmin;
i evaluation and co~ordination;
(b) The Committee gholl
(i) Review the progrcmmes of the United Nctions
Economic Commigsion for Western Agic 28 defined in
the Medium~-term Plan;
(ii) Review the totality of the work programme(s) of
the Commisgion in light of the cvoilobility of resour-
ces;
(iii) Recommend an order of priorities omong the
progrommes ond subprogrammes of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Western Asin os defined in
the Medium~term Plon;
(iv) Give guidance to the Executive Secretary on the
déstzn of. the progr-mme.

L ks T T

* E/LCWA/142
** B/ECWA/142/ACA.1/Re.
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(v) Recommend getdmtinés to the cgencies of the
United Nations System mointeining programmes and
anctivities in the region toking into account their
respective functions and regpongibilities and the
need for coherence ond co-ordinction;

(vi) Consider cnd develop eveluntion procedures and
their use in the improvement of progromme degign
and implementation;

(¢) The Conmittee, 1in digchoerging its responsibilities,
shell

Consider the progremme of the Commission 28 & whole
or o8 appropricte on & sector-by~sector brgis ond mey for this
purpose convene ad 1noc subject—oriented meetings, ond

Assist the Commission in achieving competibility ond
complementarity of ite work progromme with those of other regioncl
intergovernmental organizetions in the reglon.

(da) The Committee ghr1l meet annuolly prior to the
regular seskion of the Commission and whenever it deems it
degiroble to do so for the proper discharge of its respongibilities.
It may invite for thig purpose UN bodies and agencies ~nd regioncl
organigetions to ettend its meetings.

(e) The Committee, ghall be guided o8 appropriate by
the reports of the Committee for Progromme and Co-ordination
~nd relevont reports of other UN bodies.

6. Reaquests the Txecutive Secretary to congult with the
heads of the UN bodies and ~gencies maintoining progrommes in the
region with o view to strengthening arrongemnents aimed ot improved
co~-operation ond co-ordination of nctivities corried out or
spongored by the UN system in the region, porticularly in the
context of the preparation of the respective progrommes of work
and medium—-term Plaons of the bodies involved.

7. Requests the Pxecutive Secretory to report to the
Commission at its 10th geggion on the implementetion of this
regolution.
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Pinancial Implicotions of the

Draft Regolution on the ECWA Medium-term Plan

for the period 1984-1989
(E/ECWA/IX/L8), Annex 2

1. Temporury assistance for meetings $ 20,0600 1/

1/ Estimate based on interpretation costs for two
meetings during the biennium 1982-1983.




