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Background
1. On 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted resolution 31/184

entitled "United Mations Conference on Science and Technology for Bevelopment”,
in which inter glig it decided to convene the United llations Conference on
Science end Technology for Development during 1979, and that the Cormittee
on Science and Technology for Development, open to the porticipation of all

states, should act as the Preparatory Committee for ICSTD,

2. The Preparatory Committec held its first session at Lkl Headquarters
from 31 Jonuary to 14 February 1977. During this session, resolutions on
co-ordination of, and financicl resources for the preparatory work of
UNCSTD, as well as decisions on programme of work for the preparatory period
of the Conference and guidelines for the preparation of national papers

were adopted.

3. Preparations for the Conference were made at the national, regional
and internotional levels throughout the period Januery 1977 - August 1979,
At.the national level, and with the exception of one country of the ECHA
region, all other thirteen members prepared national bapeis which reflect
their respective positidns on the substantive issucs of the Conference,
Two regional preparatery meetings for the said Conferance were held by
ECWA respectively in 1977 and 1977, and were praceded by an ECWA seminar
on technology transfer ancd change in the /xab iliddle Ecsf. An ECWA
regional paper reflecting the problems of the region in using science and
technology for development, and containing recommendations for action at
national, recional and international levels was prepared‘and later discussed,
omended and approved by member States at the Second [legional Preparatory
Veeting for UICITD (Amman, Jordan, 12-15 Sept, 197.), This document was

subsequently circulated in the fifth session of ECWA which was held in Arman,



Jordan betwsen 2-5 Cctober 197%, and in the Ui Conference on Science and
Technology for Ueveleopment which was held in Vienna, Austric between
20-31 hugust 1979, /Advisory servicss for the preparation of national
papers were provided by [CWA to selacted countrizs of the region upon
their request., Jimilar efforts were made in other regions and a lerge
number of nationgl, subregional and regional seminars and internctional
meetings were held in and outside the ZCWA region in preparation for this

Conference.

Crganization and Agenda of the Conference

4. The United Netions Conference on Science and Technology for
Development was held jn Viennc, Austrig, between 20-31 August 1979. About
142 pYember Stotes attended, 411 member Stotes of ECWA as well as PLO
were represented, The Agenda of the Conference was as follows:

1= Opening of the Confersnce |

2- Election of the President of the Conference

3- Orgahizational natters

(a) Adopticn of the rules of procedure;
(b) Adoption of the agenda;
(c) Crgani ction of work;
(d) Election of officers other then the President;
(e) Cradenticls of representatives to the Conference
(i) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee;

(ii) Remort of the Credentials Committee.

4~ Science and technology for development
(a) Choice and transfer of technology for development;
(b) Elimination of obstacles to the better vutili:ation of
knowledge and capabilitiss in science and technology for the development

of all countries, particularly for their use in developing countries;



(¢) Viethods of integrating science end technology in economic
and social development;
(d) New seience and technology for overcoming obstacles to

development,

5~ Institutioncl arrangements cnd new forms of international

co-operation in the applicction of science and technology

(a) Building up und expansion of institutional systems in developing
countries for science and technology;

(b) Research ond development in the industriali-ed countries in
regord to problems of impertence to developing countries;

(c) 'echenisms for the exchonge of scientific and technological
information and experience significant to devalopment

(d) Strengthening of international co-operation cmong all
countries and design of concrete new forms of international co~operation
in the fields of science and technology for development;

{e) Promotion of co-operction among developing countries ond

role of developed countries in such co-operction,

é- Utilization of ¢he existing United Mations system and other

international organi:ations

7= Science ond technology and the future

8- Adoption of the report and final documents of the Conference.

Programme of /cticn on Science and Technolooy for Development

5. In resolution I, the Confarznce adopted the Programme of Action®

on Science and Technology for Development, which contains the agreed

* The Programme of fction was subsequantly issuved as ¢ United Mations
Publication based on UN Document A/CGiF.C1/16.



recommendations of the Conference for consideretion by the General .ssembly
at its 34{th session; urged cll governments to take effective actions for
its implementation; requested the organi-ations of the United Nations
system and other intergovernmental orcani: ations to comply with its
recommendations; and invited the scientific and technological community

to be guided by its provisions, The Conference further decided to refer
issves of the draft Progromme of /ction submittad to it by the Preparatory
Committee on which agreemznt hed not been recched %o the Genoral Assembly
at its thirty-fourth session and invited the /ssenbly to consider those
issves or to refer them to the Intercovernmental Committec on Sciznce and
Technology for Development, to be established at thot session of the
Assembly, or to other bodies of the United iiations system, as appropriate,
in order that further nrogress may be made tcwords agreement on those

issves,

¢, This Progromme of /ction sets forth the rezuirements for specific

action at the national, subregional, regioncl, interregional ond international

levels, inter alic, on the following:
(@) Creation cnd/or strengthening of the policy-moking copacity

of developing countries in sciontific and technclogical matters:

(b) Promotion of the self-reliont offorts of the developing countries

to strengthen their scientific and technological capccity;

(c) Strengthening of the scientific and technological capacity
of developing countries, inter glic through external support and assistance,
to genercte scientific and technological knowledge in those countries and
to enable them to apply scicnce and technology %o their own development;

(d) Restructuring of existing international co~operction so as
to promote a better distribution of world production cnd resources in the

fields of science and technology;
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(e) /llocation of adequate finmncial resources for the development
of science and technclogy in and for the developing countries;

(f) Strengthening of scientific and technological co-oneration
among developing countries; |

(g) Adoption of special measures in the field of science and
technology in favour of least developed, land-locked, island and the
most sericusly affected developing countries;

(h) Strengthening of co-operation between developing and developed

countries in the application of science and technology to development,

7. Regarding the institutional crrangements and structural transformations,
the Conference recommended that the General /issembly of the United MNations
should establish a hich-level intergovernmental committee to be known as
"the intergovernmental committee on science and technology for development”,
The functions of this committee will be concerned with the formulation of -
policy guidelines for the harmoni:ation of policies of the organi:ations of
the UM system in science and technology ond for the co-ordination of their
cctivities on tha basis of the progromme of action, This committee is
further expected to prepare a plan for the implementotion of the progromme
of action, monitor the activities ond »rogrammes related to sciencevand
technology within the orgeni:ctions of the W system and to provide
directives and policy-making guidance to the UM financing system for
science ond technology for development, referred to later in this document.
The membership of the intergovernmental committee shall be open to all
Member Stotes, It shall meet annually and submit its report ond
recommendations to the General /ssembly through ECCSCC, which moy tronsmit

to the Assembly such comments on the report as it moy deem necessary.



All organizations of the Ui system including the regional commissions shall

be invited to participate in the mestings of this committee, The Conference
further recommended to FCOSCC thot the Committee on Science and Technology

for Development be abolished, and that the terms of reference of the

Advisory Committee on the /pplication of Science and Technology to Develeprment
(ACAST) be modified to enable it provide expert advice to the intergovernmental
committee upon the lutter's request., The Director Genzral for Development

and International Economic Co-opercation of the United ilotions was, within

the framework of his mandate, entrusted with the responsibility of exercising
overall co-ordination at the secretoriat level, in science ond technology.

It was alsc agreed that o secretariat for the intergovernmental committee,
headed by a UN officicl at o fairly hich senior level, should be established,
drowing as much as nossible on resources from within the UM system including
those of the Office for Science and Technology. The Conference requested

the Director General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
to submit to the General /ssembly, at its thirty-fourth session a report
outlining the organirationol and financiol implicotions of the estoblishment

of the intergovernmental committes.

8. On the question of finaoncicl arrangements, the Conference recommended
that the General /ssembly establish < finoncing system to finonce activities
in science cnd technology at national, regional ond interregional levels,
within the fromework of the adépted programme of action., Two types of
financial arrongements were adopted: long~term arrcngeﬁent to start as of 1982,
and an interim one for the period 1920-1981. The long~term arrangement was
thought of as a permonent mechonism which could ensure the continuous flow
of funds to finance science and technology cctivitiés. However, since
proposals for the cutomatic and continuous generation of funds needed further

discussions, the Conference recommended that the General Assembly create at



its 34th session an intergovernmentcl group of axperts whose task would

be to prepare a study on the design and operation of a long-term financial
orrangement for the consideration of the intergovernmentcl cormittee prior
to submitting it with the appropricte recommendation to the thirty-sixth
session of the General Assembly for discussion and edoption. The Conference
further decided that in the interim period 1930-1931, o fund should be
established to finance activities in science ond technology at the nationeal,
regioncl and interregionsl levels, It was further agreed thet this fund
should be set up from voluntory contributions of no less than 250 million
dollors for the two-year period, and should be reviewad by the intergovernmentcl
committee with a view to raising odditional resources, if needed, The
responsibility of administering the interim fund was enirusted to LiDP
subiact to policy guidelines and procedures sstichlished by the General
/ssembly at its thirty- fourth session and the quidelines of the
intergovernmental committec, It was also agreod that the UDP fdministrator,
in consultation with the Director General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation, shall prepare a prospectus for the operction of

the interim fund, to be submitted to the General Asseubly ot its

34th  session for discussion and adontion, Finally, the Secretary General
was requested by the Conference to ccll o pledging conference before the

end of 1979,

Follow~un /fction to FCSTU

9. fis a follow-up to the adopted Programme of /ction, an /d loc high
level intercgency meeting was convened by the Director Gensral for
Development and Internationcl Economic Co-operation at United iations
Headquarters in Hew York on 19 Cctober 1979 to discuss immediate tasks
arising out of the United lPiotions Conferance on Science and Technology

for Development, During this meeting, conference napers and notes on the
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establishment of the intercovernmentel commitfec on science and technology

for development, and the initial prospectus for the United Nations Interim
Fund on Science and Technology for Developuent were among other items
discussed, The meeting agreed subsequently on a version of the aforementioned
prospectus which was later adonted by the General /ssembly ot its 34th sessicn.
The prospectus in question contains genzzal principles and some policy
guidelines under which the Interim Fund would operote and cdefines the noture

end scope of the Fund's activities as well as other procedural matters

o

i
pertcining to the formulation of requests for cssistance end arrancemesnts

for the execution of projecis,

1. In resclution /~/C.2/34/L,122 dated 12 Decenter 1979, the General
4

hssembly adopted the Programme of letion of I including the decision

to establish an Intergovernmental Committze on Sciunce and Technology for

Development (with terms of raTerence as indicated ia navoarcph 7 of this

¥

document) and a supporting sesrotarict ot United [aticrs Heedouorters to
be known as the Centre for Scicnce ond Tesiinclogy for Developwent, and an
Interim Fund for the two~year period 19G0--1931 of no less than 3§ 250 |
million tc be adiministered by UiDP under policy guidelines approved by the
General Assembly cnd described in the initial prosnectus for the United

Wations Interim Fund for Science and Technology for Development

(A/C.2/34/L 129 1dd 1),

11, ECWA participated in the Inter-igency Co-ordinotion {eeting (IACH)
which was held in Geneva from 17 1o 19 December 1979 to discuss the
programme anc procedural aspects of the Interim Fund for Science and

) )

Technology for Development, CCWA submitted a note to this meeting

expressing the following views on the subject:



(a) Regarding the substantive orientation of the Fund, ECWA
stressed the nsed to create and strangthen the necessary infrastructure
in science and technology, and to develop the indigenous scientific and
technological capabilities of the developing countries, This can be
achieved through the establishment and strengthening of institutional
mechanisns in science and technology and the 6rgani:ation ond financing
of training programmes, workshops, convening of technical seminars and
preparation of studiés on various aspects of science and technology.
Specific project proposals on some of these issues were submitted by
ECHA to UMDP for finoncial support on 9 ilovember 1979;

(b) Concerning procsdures to identify and formulate projects,
ECHA's view was that these procedures have to be flexible, but as much
as possible standardied to cllow easy monitoring and evaluation by the
Interim Fund, Flexibility is required in order to allow for regions and
countries to identify priority projects emanating from their own development
needs, It seems therefore reasonable, while designing the above procedures,
to bear in mind activities identified in the UCSTD Procramme of fction
ond particularly the recommendations of the regional commissions., The
project formulation of activities selected from the Programme of Action
and from the regioncl and country papers cop be made according to a
standard format prepored by UiDP;

(c) ECWA further eimphasived the adoption of procedures which
ensure accelerated implementation cduring the interim period 1980-1981,
If an impact is to be mode during the interim period, decentraliation
becomes essential, The regional cormissions are in a particularly
suitable position to assist UrDP in carrying out work relating to the
administration at the regional level of resources to be used for the
design, execution and evaluation of programmes/projects in the field of

science and technology;



(d) It wos clso explained that the mecgre human and financial
resources allocated to the science and technology programme of the regional
comnissions and particularly to ECWHA do not enable the commissions to
assume this important role and emphasis should therefore be put on the
strengthening of their capcities in this field, This has already been
stated in various resolutions‘no?ubly General Assenbly Resolution 32/197
and in the Programme of /ction which entrusted to the regional commissions
the role of team lecdership for co-ordination of science and technology
co-operative programes at the regional level, It might be necessary
therefore to finance from the Fund progrcmme separate staff for
administering, monitoring and evaluating prcjects undertaken at the
regional level and for strencthening the science and technology
orgonizational units of the secretoriats of these commissions, The
financing of programme support for the implementciion of projects of the
Voluntary Fund for the United ilations Decade for lfomen could stand as an
exomple in this regard, On the other hand, the regionol commissions will
be held accountable %o the Interim Fund, UbP and the new intergovernmental
committee on scicnce and technology for development for the adequate use

and efficient administration of resources made aveiloble to them;

(e) ECWA finally recommendad that projects which will be identified
be formulated ond executed jointly hetween relevant speciclized agencies,
and the regional commissions., Decentroli-ction and joint implementation of
activities are therefore two important orrangements which, if oadopted, will
accelerate implementation during the interim period and avoid duplication

of work among organi-gtions of the United iotions,
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12, It was confirmed during this Intexr~/gency Co-ordination !‘eeting
that a pledging conference would be called not later thon *arch 1980, and
that the Intergovernmental Committes on Science and Technology for
Development would have its firs% meeting of « procecural noture from 28
Jonuary to 1 February 1930, and its first regular meeting on 22-31 L ayl9.0

in NMew York.

13. COn the other hand, it should be mentioned that projects and
activities which are conteined in the approved 1930-1901 programme of work
of ECHA in science and technology (document F/ECH//74, presented to the
sixth session of FECUA) fall within the framework of the LICSTD Progromme
of Action., Furthermore, one particular project (521.2, E/ECUA/74) in this
progremme of work has been desicned as a direct follow-up activity to the
recommendations of the regional meetings and the United Hations Conference
on Science ond Technology for Development. The study, to be implemented
during this biennium, subject to the availability of extra-budget ary
resources, is expected to review all recommendetions in order to ascertain
the degree of their regional relevance, evaluate the likely costs and
benefits of their implementation and identify possible areas and mechanisms

for their execution.
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