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Introduction 

The Economic and Soci�l Council in its Resolution 
2 2 J e ff ia Record L-.A;,r,.r,,.,nomi� and Social 

Counc 1·i econ ession, page o o . June 191+6 ·,. . · 
origina ly issued as document E/43/Rev,2 1 -July 1�6),. 
implementing Article 71 of the Charter of'the United Nations, 
established the Committee �n Arrangements for Consultation 
with Non-Governmental Organizations (Council NGO Committee), 
composed of the Pres1dent and five members of the Council. 
The Council subsequently elected China, France, the Union
or Soviet Socialist Republics, the·united Kingdom and the 
United States of America as mem't:ers. The Committee by 
Resolution No,2/3 was given the duty of reviewing and 

-ma�ing recommendations on applications for consultative
status submitted by non-gover:nmental ·organizations. By
Resolution No.16 (III) the Committee was also to act as the
standipg committee referred to in section N, paragraphs 3
and 5 or Resolution No.2/3, to carry on consultations �!��-·
organizations given consultative status. . · 

In accordance with the above-mentioned Resolutions1 the Council NGO Committee-met at Lake Success on 21 and 22
June 19+8 under the chairmanship of Mr. Charles Malik.and
on 23 June 1948 Uhder the acting chairmanship of Mr, T.Y,Wu.
The Committee also met at Geneva on 26 July 1948 under the
chairmanship or Mr. Charles Malik and on 27, 20 and 29 July
1948 and on 2, 3 and 4 August 1948 under the acting chair
manship of Mr. J.A.c.c. Alexander to consider documents
E/C.2/W,lO, E/C.2/W.lp/Add,1, E/C.2/W,10/Add,2, E/C.2/W,10/
Add,3, E/C,2/W.10/Add.3/Corr.li E/C,2/W.10/Add,41 E/C.2/W, 
lO/Add,5

1 
E/C,2/W.ll, E/C.2/W. 2, E/C,2/98, E/C.2/109, and

to hear the views of ·the oiganizations with consultative. 
·status which so requested. 

The Committee accordingly submits its Report in tive · ..
parts for the consideration of the Economic and Social
Coun0'.�1 :-

l. Part I of•the Report of the Committee to the
Economic and Social Council - Resolution or 11
March 1�8 of the Economic and Social Council
(Communications from the World Jewish Congr�ss
E/710) .. 

2, Part II or the Report - Consultatioris with Non
Governmental Organizations 

K See also E/C.2/SR.35-39 for meetings at Lake Success and· 
E/C.2/SR.40-48 for meetings at Geneva. 
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3. Part II-I of .the Report - Reconsideration of the . 
Council I s Resolution No, 57 (IV) ·on International Noh..; .. 
Governmental Organizations having M~~bcrs in Spain. 

4. P~rt IT of the Report - Functioning of 
Consultative Arrangements 

,. Part V or the Report - Applications of Non
Governmental Organizations relating to Consultative 
Status " 

K These parts ·may be separately submitt0d, in whole or in 
·part, as they become :available and as circumstances dictate. 
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· PART I OF THE F$POBT .OF THS. COMMIT'.PEE. 
· RESOLUTION OF 11 MARCH 19'+8· .· .' .- . 

{RESOLUTION No. 133 (VI) ,H.). OF ·THE.·ECONOMIC ·AND SOCIAL COUNCIL · 
' . . . 

(COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE W?RLD JEWISH CONGRESS - E/710) · 

,,. ' ~ . . ' 

l,; jhe Eoonomio and Social Council adopted the 
, .following resolution on the 11th of March 1~8: · , . 

"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

TRANSMITS to the Council NGO Committee the s~~ry 
record of its discussion ot ll March 1948 concerning , .· 
docmnent E/?10, with tho·request that •the Committee submit 
to the Council nt its next session whatever recommendations 
it may deem. useful." . 

/ 2. The Committee at its first sessl. on on the 21st of 
June decided to inform the World Jewish Congress and the 
following eight governments - Egypt, Iran, Ir~q, Pakistan, 
Saudi-Arabia, Syria Turkey and Yemen that they could be 
represented at· meetings ·of this-Committee when this subject 
was under consideration, It.furthermore decided that it 
would be prepared to hoar the Representative of the World 
Jewish Congress and itennsidered it the right of the States 
mentioned above to participate in the discussion wi tll9~t vote. 

3. At· the nrternoon meeting of 21 June and the-morn
ing. session or 22 June, ntatements were made accordingly by 
the Represontativos of'Egypt, Pakistan, Syria and Turkey and 
by- ~ho Roprosentative ot the World Jewish Congress. ·:_ 

4. The Committo~ decided to recommend to tho 
Economic and Social Council, the follow!ng Draft Resolution: 

"THE ECONOMIC AND 'SOCXAL COUNC:CL 

TAKES NOTE or the Report or the Council NGO Co:cJ:1ittee 
prepared in response to Council Resolution ~o,133(VI)iH of 
11 March 1948, regarding 11 Conu~m11,ications from the Wor d·. 
Jowish Congress, 11 . 

DECIDES tno.t it hijs &t the present· -t;imo no compoteh~J:~ 
to judge and honce to rocommer.i.d. any u~c;()l+ tiotion mr tho · 
stntoment by the World Jow:1.sh Oongross, · · 

RECOGN!ZES, howevel', that the unsottlod conditions in 
Palestine may affect th~ observan.ce of ;!unda.montal humnn 
rights in Pnlostine and so~e othor areas,·~~ 

EXPRBSSES the. hope that govornmont~ and nuthorit_ies 
concerned will not oeaso to exert whatever efforts nr.e ~ 
necessary to safeguard the tunC,.amentAl ti~anriehts pf 
individuals and g~oups 9f diff'~r~pt fa:i.thl3•" ·· ·· 

Having disposed of ~ho s1,1.bstantivo pilrt of this iten 
of the Agenda, the Cor.u:rlttoo adopted by four votes to none 
with one abstention the following text tor inclusion in tho 
Report to the Committee: 
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urn considering the procedure fo~ repo~ting to the 
Council on the results of consulto.tions with the non
govornmentnl organizations in categories (b) and (c) as 
provided for in paragraph 5, Section IV of tho Council's 
Resolution of 21 Juno 19½-6, the Council NGO Corn:ni ttoe 
concluded that it should not make speqific :-cocomr.10ndations 
regarding the substance of the consultation·unJ.os.s 
specifically roquostod by the Council,. rt furthornore agreed 
that its Reports on Consultations should be sufficiontly-
·aotnilod and explicit to pernit the r.iombcrs of tho Council 
to fern the~r own juderaont regarding thri inportnn~c of the 
subject under consideration nnd any action to bo t:'.kon 
thoreon. 11 

Tho Reprosontativo of the U.S.S,R. wished ~o reserve 
the right to oxpross· tho viows of his Gctrernr:10nt ,m this 
statonont ate later ~nte. 

bNI~Z -~ 

1. At the 'beginninc of its discussion on· the o..r;onda. i tee 
11 Considcra tiori of Cor:municn. tions from tho World Jewish 
Congress" , the Ccr!1:,1i ttee spent sor:10 tine in mo.k1nG clear 1 ts 
ter~s of reference in roeard to the item in question. It 
was ·pointed out b~t several nmJ.bers of the Co:r.mi ttoo thn.t 
noithcr tho Ecoriomic .:1.nd Socia.I Ccuncil nor the Council NGO 
CoP..mittcc hatl the conpotcnco of an intornn.tional court; it 
had no judicinl or other powers at the present tine to settle 
any disputed hunan rights issue. It ·:ould, hm•:cvc:r, r.inko 
·recoor:1Gndations to the Cot1ncil di:!."octcd towa:.i:·d tho prouotion 
of hurmn riehts. 

2. The rcprosont,'1tivo of the World .Jewish Cone;ross 
speakine boforo the NGO Co~iittoe suggcstc~ thnt the 
Cor1r.1i t·~oc 'r.10.lrn the following· rccori.nondntions to the Economic 
and Socin.l ConncLL: 

(a) The Council should o.sk the Arab Sta t,Js, Mcnbers 
of the United Nnticnd, for their obso:rvations rof;n.rding the 
fncts r.icr.tionocl in tlrn 110r.1ornnda of the World .Tc;ri~h Congress 
nnd for infornr. tton. r.::; to the uonsnros tnkon by tllrm to 
avert the drmGor ar:isi11c out r;f the present situnti0n for 
their Jewish na t5.,:in 21s c,,." rusidonts. . . 

(b) Tho Council should drnw the nttontion of the 
Govo1.--nr:1ents concornoo to A:rticlo 1, pa:-neraph :, , Ar·ticle 55, 
parnc;r.:i.ph 2, n.nd i\.rt~clo· 56 •Jf tho. Ch3.rt.or, nnd ·~_quest them 
to inst: tuto r.10[1.::;urcs v:hich i:ou2.d help to nnintain the 
s0cu1·ity of tho Jewish populntians, should thclr security 

, bo or.daneorod, 

3, Tno Roprcscntativo of Egypt, referring to P~rneraph 2 
of k~·Uclc 62 ;_rnd pnr.'.lp'nph 7 of f.rcicle 2 of tho Chnrter, 
stc.tcu thnt the 1:1::1.ttc•:i:- u!1dc:r discus~ion w.is not within tho 
cor.1p0tcnce of nnv O:"gnn of the Uni tod Nn t ions, Hu hc:d not 
CO!J0 to the Cor.u::littcc to t.:1.kr, nnrt ln nny a.r1:;rn:10.11t 1 to □nke 
any dcfonsc -or to civo nny czol~i~tion. EBYPt had never · 
show:1 any disc:::i:.1~.:-.~~~;".on o.c;ninst thr. 1.1onbors of m·y otl1or race 
o:r 1·01igL:m. •r110 R8!)Y .:;scr-1t~ti-vo of Sy.::-1 n sr:.pp1::'tcn. the views 
exprocssccl b:; t!10 ncp-..·os0nt.:i.tive: of· Egypt. The i11.;t1.roscntative 

\ 
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of T1.J,rkey stated that the incidents refer1~ecl to in the · .. 
neno_randa on the ·consultation with the World Jowish Congress 

.. (docur..1ent E/710) had not occurred in his colmtry ar..d that·· .. 
the rel!ffrenco t6 the "Near East" implied.an accusation against 
Turkey wh.;ich he -was sure was not-the intention of tbe World . 
Jewish Cori'S4'..ess- The Representative of Pakistan .stated that 
the incident ·th~·Pe•sha:wnr was a robboryi• the fnct that the · 
vie tin was Jewish was puroly incidenta , Pakistan· · · · 
practis9d no discri□inntion. , · 

4,. . The ncmbcrs of the Council NGO Cot11:1i ttea considered at 
sor.1e length, the character of the probleo before the 
Conmittee. Sone dcler,ates enphasized the hvnanitarian 
character of the appeal r,1ade by the World Jewish Congress; 
others stressed the need of considering it as-part of the 
very conplox si tun tion existing in Palestine·, Othet: I!lembers 
oi:1phasized the politic al inplicatior..s of 'the question. Yet 
others suggested that the natter was solely within the 
conpot0nco of tho Conr.iission on Huunn Rights. · 

J. The Council NGO Cor:mittee _agreed thnt the original 
proposnl of the World Jewish Congress ·ror the a.ppointcent 
of a Connittee of thrco to investigate the incidents involv
ing Jaws in Arab .countries would involve judicial functiom 

.,.of_ .the t-yp·e on which the Econonic and Soclal Council has 
-···•'fi.1road)~ cited its inconpotonce in a resolution at its Sixth. 

Session, It w~s agreed that for the Council to establish an 
investigating body or to act ns a judicial organ would pre
judee the issue of inple□entation of hUI!lan rights, and that 
until such rJnchinery is created the Council is not competent 
to deal with this or sinilar issues. 

The Council NGO Connittoe durine·the whole discussion 
rocagnizo<l the deep respon8ibilities of the United Nations to 
pronote hunan- riehts but it was stated thnt it could only be 
done und0r the torns of existing constitution~l prov_isions. 

; ' 
'' 

Tho Raprr::sontntive of the u.s.s.n. felt, however, that 
the Connitte? hac1 thu right to. d0terr.1inc whether hunan, rights 
have boon violated in the countries □cntioned in the oeoo
ra.ndun of tho World Jewish Congress., He also stated tbat the 
Cor.mi ttoo should nddross specific rocomiendations to the 
Econor.lic and Social Council concernine the p1•otoction or 
,hunan rights in tho c~so under consideration. 

6. After the Reprosontativos had stated their ,,iews ·on the 
question in rofercnce, the Representative of the United · 
States subnittocl n Draft Resolution vJhich a.s subsequently 
o.ncndod was ntlopted (see nbove), The Reprosentnth·e of the 
u.s.s.R. felt thn.t the Rosolutio.n did not go far onoug;h, 
Spoakine on the Resolution the Representative of Eeypt ·· 
suggested thnt it should' also contnin.un npponl not only.to , 
Governncmts nnd interested nuthorities. but. o.lso to the· peoples, 
requesting then to show perfect loynity to -the Gove1•n□ents of· 
the Sta.tos and tho Territories in which they liYc>~d, • The · 
ncprosenta.tivo of the World Jewish Congress endorsed tne·· .. .' ·., 
sueeostion of tho Ropresentntive of Egypt and stated -that. the 
World Jewish Coneross had always considered it the-dlity of 
every Jew to be loyal to his country. Ho suggested that the 
nppeal to the interested peoples should be 110.de in the sense 
that they should net in n spirit of frntornity .'toward oach . 

\ ' 



other and loyalty to their Governments. The Council NGO 
Connittoe took no action on these suggestions. 

>-: ' 

.·TheRepresentative of Egyptt in his concluding renarks 
said that ·Egypt had .always shown good will nnd a broad spirit 
o! hospitality towards the different connunities with which 
it had dealings._ and she would continue to exercise this. 
policy. In this .::respect, he quoted'an exchange of letters. 
between two eminent ·pcrso!lali ties in Cu-ir9, a· Jewish and .a.n 
Egyptia!l leader. K , ,, · 

··• 
The Chnirnan of the Council NGO Connittoo, speaking_ as 

the reprtsent~tivo of the Arnb States stated that his 
position in re~ard to the J~rab S:ates wn.s the s<.1r.10 as he 
stated before the Security Council on 2 June 1947, 

x The EgYPtian leader in a letter dated 6 June 1948, Cctiro, 
writes that he f'eels that he is indeed grntified "that nidst 
the present turnoil and strif~ and despite the virulent 
canpnign of perverted propaeanda now beine wn.ged against the 
Arabs, there still are people who undorstnnd and appreciate 
Arab Liberalisn and whose confidence in A:·ab chivalry and 
sense of justice has not been shaken. 11 He c.Jds that he was 
deeply ioprcssed by a kind letter of the Jewish lender and he 
feels that he did not need to assure hin "that the Arabs -
Governnents and pooples - will forever hold fast to their 
noble principles and inherited traditions of justice and fair 
nlo.y and that no harn will ever befall the Jewish ronnunities 
now i1vine in the various Arab countries, provided they swear 
allegiance to the rulers and goverr.nents of these countries, 
n.bidc by the laws of the land and refrain fror.1 all o.ctivlties 
of a nature to disturb the peace." 

In~ letter fron New York on 11 Juno 19~8, a Jewish loader 
replying to the letter of tho Eeyptinn leader writes that he 
.was deeply inpressed by the fact that despite all the excite
nent, tho Jews of .Arab States have .:-cnninod unnolostod. He 
recogni.~·cd thnt this fact was 'due very lnrgely to the influence 
of tho Arab leader in question who inpressed hin n great·deal 
at a neeting in Cairo two years ago by his true liberaliso 
of cpirit.· In conclusion the Jovish lender states that he 
wishes to express the sincere hope that the livos and the 
honour of tho Jews of Eeypt and the Arab States will be pro• 
tocted in the difficult days to cono ns has boon the case up 
to the present. He once ur,nin uppeuls to the Arab loader 
stating that ho knows that he will do everything he can. 




