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OPIUM A C T (No. 6) B . E . 2494 (1951) 

IN T H E NAME OF HIS MAJESTY 
KING PHUMIPHOLADULYADEJ 

DHARNINIVAT 
KROM MUEN BIDAYALABPRUTHIYAKORN 

Regent 

Enacted on the 22nd of May B . E . 2494, 
Being the 6th year of the Present Reign. 

WHEREAS it is deemed proper to amend the law 
governing opium, 

HIS MAJESTY T H E KING, by and with the advice 
and consent of Parliament, is graciously pleased 
to enact an Act as follows: 

SECTION 1. This Act shall be called the 
"Opium Act (No. 6) B . E . 2494". 

SECTION 2. This Act shall come into force 
on and from the day following its publication in 
the Government Gazette. 

SECTION 3. Section 49 of the Opium Act B . E . 
2472 as amended by the Opium Act (No. 4) B . E . 
2481 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 49. Whoever cultivate poppies or have 
poppy seeds in possession without official per­
mission shall be punished with a term of imprison­
ment not exceeding three years or a fine not 
exceeding ten thousand baht or both." 

SECTION 4. Section 51 of the Opium Act B . E . 
2472 as lastly amended by the Opium Act (No. 4) 
B . E . 2481 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 51. Whoever in offence against this 
Act 

(1) Imports into or exports out of the Kingdom 
opium or opium dross or 

(2) Arranges to have opium or opium dross 
imported into or exported out of the Kingdom or 
have the same transhipped in the Kingdom during 
transit 

shall be punished with a term of imprisonment 
from six months to twenty years and with a fine 
equivalent to four times the price of the opium or 
opium dross concerned but not less than five 
hundred baht. 

In calculating the price of opium or opium dross 
for the purpose of fixing the fine the price of 
opium and opium dross shall be taken as equal and 
equivalent to the price per weight of prepared 
opium sold by the Government at the time of 
committing the offence." 

SECTION 5. Section 51 bis of the Opium Act 
B . E . 2472 as lastly amended by the Opium Act 
(No. 4) B . E . 2481 is hereby repealed and replaced 
by the following: 

"Section 51 bis. Whoever arranges by whatever 
means for another to have in possession or to 
trade in opium or opium dross in offence against 
this Act shall be punished with a term of imprison­
ment from six months to twenty years and with a 
fine from five hundred to one hundred thousand 
baht." 

SECTION 6. Section 53 of the Opium Act 
B . E . 2472 as amended by the Opium Act (No. 4) 
B . E . 2481 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 53. Whoever in offence against this 
Act 

(1) Has opium in possession or 
(2) Buys or sells opium 



shall be punished with a term of imprisonment 
from six months to twenty years or with a fine 
equivalent to ten times the price of the opium 
concerned but not less than five hundred baht. 

In calculating the price of opium for the 
purpose of fixing the fine the said price shall be 
taken as equivalent to the price per weight of 
prepared opium sold by the Government at the 
time of committing the offence." 

SECTION 7. The following shall be added as 
Section 53bis of the Opium Act B . E . 2472: 

"Section 53 bis. Whoever in offence against 
this Act 

(1) Has opium dross in possession or 
(2) Removes opium or opium dross from an 

opium den or a place with a special licence per­
mitting opium smoking or 

(3) Smokes opium or opium dross 

shall be punished with a term of imprisonment not 
exceeding ten years and with a fine equivalent to 
five times the price of the opium or opium dross 
concerned but not less than two hundred baht. 

In calculating the price of opium or opium dross 
for the purpose of fixing the fine the price of 
opium and opium dross shall be taken as equal and 
equivalent to the priceperweight of prepared opium 
sold by the Government at the time of committing 
the offence." 

SECTION 8v Section 57 of the Opium Act B . E . 
2472 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 57. Whoever 
(1) Being the holder of a special licence or a 

licence to buy opium dross has in possession on 
any given day a quantity of opium or opium dross 
in excess of or less than the quantity which he 
should have on such day in accordance with the 
licence or in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 17, 33 or 46 or 

(2) Being the holder of a licence to operate 
an opium den has in possession a quantity of 
opium or opium dross in excess of or less than 
the quantity which he should have in accordance 
with his own accounts or in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 33, 

shall be punished, as regards the said quantity 
of opium or opium dross, with a term of imprison­
ment not exceeding three years or with a fine 
equivalent to five times the price of the opium or 
opium dross but not less than two hundred baht, 
or both. 

In calculating the price of opium or opium dross 
for the purpose of fixing the fine the price of opium 
and opium dross shall be taken as equal and equiva­

lent to the price per weight of prepared opium 
sold by the Government at the time of committing 
the offence." 

SECTION 9. Section 58 of the Opium Act 
B . E . 2472 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 58. Whoever, being the holder of a 
licence to operate an opium den 

(1) Sells or delivers opium to another for the 
purpose of being removed from the den or himself 
removes opium therefrom 

(2) Mixes other substance into the opium kept 
for sale to opium smokers 
shall be punished with the same penalty as provided 
in Section 57 . " 

SECTION 10. Section 59 of the Opium Act 
B . E . 2472 is hereby repealed and replaced by the 
following: 

"Section 59. Whoever being the holder of a l i ­
cence to operate an opium den or a special licence 

(1) Removes or allows another to remove 
opium dross from the den or the place with a 
special licence permitting opium smoking in of­
fence against Section 31 

(2) Sells or offers to sel l opium dross to any 
person other than the official 

(3) Mixes other substance into the opium dross 
collected or by any other means prepares such 
opium dross 

(4) Has in possession the said mixed or pre­
pared opium dross 

(5) Smokes, sel ls , exchanges, delivers or a l ­
lows another to smoke the said collected opium 
dross, irrespectively of whether such opiumdr^jss is 
mixed or unmixed ' ' */ % '*f%r. 

(6) Offers to s e l l mixed or prepared'oplam 
dross to the official or 

(7) Fai l s to deliver and sell the entire quantity 
of collected opium dross to the official in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 28 

shall be punished with the same penalty as provided 
in Section 57 . " 

SECTION 11. The following shall be added as 
Section 67bis of the Opium Act B . E . 2472: 

"Section 67bis . Any official or officer of any 
branch of the government or other organisation 
under the charge and control of the Government 
who offends or becomes an accessory in the com­
mission of an offence against Section 4 9 , 5 1 , 5 1 bis, 
53, 53bis , 57, 58 or 59 shall be punished with 
double the penalty provided in Section concerned." 

Countersigned by: 
Field Marshal P . PIBULSONGGRAM, 

President of the Council of Minister!. 
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