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C o m m u n i c a t e d b y the G o v e r n m e n t of P a n a m a 

NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL — In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention of 13 July 1931 for Limiting the 
Manufacture and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the Protocol of 11 December 1946, the Secretary-
General has the honour to communicate the following legislative text. 

R E G U L A T I O N O F T H E I M P O R T A T I O N , 
P R E P A R A T I O N A N D USE O F C E R T A I N 

DRUGS A N D P E N A L T I E S F O R O F F E N D E R S 

A C T N o . 23 

(of 16 F e b r u a r y 1954) 

R e g u l a t i n g the i m p o r t a t i o n , p r e p a r a t i o n and use of 
n a r c o t i c d r u g s and p r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s c o n 
t a i n i n g t h e m , and p r o v i d i n g p e n a l t i e s f o r o f f e n d e r s . 

T h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y of P a n a m a , 

w h e r e a s : 

1 . I t i s the d u t y of the N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y t o t a k e 
s teps t o see t h a t the h e a l t h of the c i t i z e n s i s no t 
endangered b y the i m p o r t a t i o n , p r e p a r a t i o n and 
use of n a r c o t i c d r u g s b y i m p r o p e r p e r s o n s and 
w i t h o u t o f f i c i a l a u t h o r i z a t i o n ; 
2. A n d w h e r e a s , u n d e r the p r o v i s i o n s of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n f o r L i m i t i n g the M a n u 
f a c t u r e and R e g u l a t i n g the D i s t r i b u t i o n of N a r c o t i c 
D r u g s , s i g n e d a t Geneva on 13 J u l y 1931 and a p 
p r o v e d b y A c t 76 of 29 D e c e m b e r 1934, the R e 
p u b l i c of P a n a m a , as a s i g n a t o r y n a t i o n , c o n t r a c t e d 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o w a r d s t h e S u p e r v i s o r y Body of the 
P e r m a n e n t C e n t r a l O p i u m B o a r d , w i t h h e a d q u a r t e r s 
i n Geneva, S w i t z e r l a n d , w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e p o r t s 
on the i m p o r t a t i o n , p r e p a r a t i o n and use of n a r c o t i c 
d r u g s f o r s c i e n t i f i c and m e d i c a l p u r p o s e s i n the 
t e r r i t o r y of the R e p u b l i c . 

H E R E B Y D E C R E E S : 

A r t i c l e 1 . A n y p e r s o n w h o i n t e n t i o n a l l y sows 
o r c u l t i v a t e s t h e p l a n t o r i g i n a t i n g i n I n d i a c a l l e d 
Cannab is i n d i c a , c o m m o n l y known i n A m e r i c a as 
canyac , o r i l l i c i t l y p r o d u c e s the substances t o w h i c h 
the p r e s e n t A c t r e f e r s , s h a l l be p u n i s h e d by 

i n t e r n m e n t r a n g i n g f r o m f i v e t o t e n y e a r s i n the 
p e n a l co lony of C o i b a . 

A r t i c l e 2 . N i n e t y days f r o m the p r o m u l g a t i o n 
of t h i s A c t , t h e P u b l i c H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t of t h e 
M i n i s t r y of P u b l i c H e a l t h , w i t h the c o - o p e r a t i o n 
of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d , s h a l l p r o c e e d t o d e s t r o y 
c o m p l e t e l y any p l a n t a t i o n o r c u l t i v a t i o n of the 
p l a n t Cannab is i n d i c a o r canyac e x i s t i n g i n any 
p a r t of the R e p u b l i c , e s p e c i a l l y w h e r e i t i s c u l 
t i v a t e d o r p r o d u c e d i n i t s n a t u r a l f o r m . 

A r t i c l e 3. A n y p e r s o n w h o s u p p l i e s , by s a l e , 
g i f t o r any o t h e r m e a n s , any of t h e substances 
m e n t i o n e d i n a r t i c l e s 1 and 2 of t h i s A c t , w i t h o u t 
h a v i n g o b t a i n e d f o r t h e m , i n each case , a p r e s c r i p 
t i o n f r o m a p h y s i c i a n o r s u r g e o n l e g a l l y a u t h o r i z e d 
t o p r a c t i s e h i s p r o f e s s i o n , s h a l l be p u n i s h e d by 
i n t e r n m e n t r a n g i n g f r o m f i v e t o e ight y e a r s i n the 
p e n a l c o l ony of C o i b a . 

A n y p e r s o n who a g r e e s to r e c e i v e t h e substances 
r e f e r r e d t o , on w h a t e v e r g r o u n d s , f o r p u r p o s e s 
of g a i n , s h a l l be p u n i s h e d b y the s a m e p e n a l t y . 

A r t i c l e 4 . A n y o n e m a k i n g p e r s o n a l use of any 
of the substances t o w h i c h t h i s A c t r e f e r s , w i t h o u t 
f i r s t o b t a i n i n g a m e d i c a l p r e s c r i p t i o n , s h a l l be i n 
t e r n e d by the D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c H e a l t h , f o r as 
l o n g a s ' m a y be n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e i r r e c o v e r y , i n 
s u c h h e a l t h e s t a b l i s h m e n t s as t h a t D e p a r t m e n t 
m a y d e t e r m i n e . 

A r t i c l e 5. T h e p o l i c e a u t h o r i t i e s and the m e m 
b e r s of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d , s h a l l c o - o p e r a t e w i t h 
the h e a l t h a u t h o r i t i e s i n e n s u r i n g the s t r i c t e n 
f o r c e m e n t of t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s A c t . Shou ld 
the of fence be r e p e a t e d , the r e l e v a n t r u l e s of t h e 
P e n a l Code s h a l l be a p p l i e d . 

A r t i c l e 6. T h e pena l o f fences c o v e r e d by t h i s 
A c t s h a l l i n the f i r s t ins tance be w i t h i n the j u r i s 
d i c t i o n of the C i r c u i t Judges of the P e n a l D i v i s i o n . 



A r t i c l e 7. P e r s o n s c u l t i v a t i n g , m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
o r s u p p l y i n g the substances c o v e r e d by the p r e s e n t 
A c t s h a l l no t be e n t i t l e d t o r e l e a s e on b a i l . 

A r t i c l e 8. A l l o f f i c i a l s h a v i n g knowledge of the 
cases r e f e r r e d t o i n t h i s A c t s h a l l be u n d e r the 
o b l i g a t i o n t o s u b m i t t h e m t o the G e n e r a l D i r e c 
t o r a t e of P u b l i c H e a l t h , w h i c h s h a l l keep a d e t a i l e d 
r e c o r d of t h e m . 

A r t i c l e 9. A n e x t r a o r d i n a r y c r e d i t f o r the s u m 
of 10,000 Ba lboas s h a l l be opened i n the c u r r e n t 
Budget , c h a r g e a b l e t o c h a p t e r C . . . a r t i c l e f o r 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of c l i n i c s f o r d r u g a d d i c t s and 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of the p l a n t a t i o n s and c l a n d e s t i n e 
f a c t o r i e s o r l a b o r a t o r i e s w h e r e t h e substances i n 
q u e s t i o n a r e p r o d u c e d o r m a n u f a c t u r e d . 

A r t i c l e 10. A l l p r o v i s i o n s c o n t r a r y t o the p r e s e n t 
A c t a r e h e r e b y r e s c i n d e d . 

A r t i c l e 1 1 . T h e d e f i n i t i o n s c o n t a i n e d i n A r t i c l e 1 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n f o r L i m i t i n g the 
M a n u f a c t u r e and R e g u l a t i n g the D i s t r i b u t i o n of 
N a r c o t i c D r u g s , s i g n e d a t Geneva, S w i t z e r l a n d on 
13 J u l y 1931 and r a t i f i e d by v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , 
a m o n g t h e m the R e p u b l i c of P a n a m a , s h a l l a p p l y 
t h r o u g h o u t the n a t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y . 

A r t i c l e 12. Raw o p i u m , m e d i c i n a l o p i u m i n a l l 
i t s f o r m s , m o r p h i n e , m e t h y l m o r p h i n e , d i h y d r o m o r -
p h i n e , d i h y d r o c o d e i n o n e , d i h y d r o h y d r o x y c o d e i n o n e , 
a c e t y l d i h y d r o c o d e i n o n e , c o c a i n e , I n d i a n h e m p , the 
o t h e r d e r i v a t i v e s and s a l t s and the s y n o n y m s of 
each of t h e m and p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n s and 
p r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s c o n t a i n i n g any of the s a i d 
substances f o r use i n t r a d e , i n d u s t r y and sc ience 
a r e s u b j e c t t o the p r o v i s i o n s of the p r e s e n t A c t . 

A r t i c l e 13. N a r c o t i c d r u g s i n t h e i r p u r e f o r m , 
t h e i r d e r i v a t i v e s and s a l t s , s h a l l be used o r 
p r e p a r e d f o r m e d i c a l and s c i e n t i f i c p u r p o s e s and 
i n t h e p h a r m a c e u t i c a l i n d u s t r y s o l e l y b y q u a l i f i e d 
p h y s i c i a n s , v e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s , d e n t i s t s and p h a r 
m a c i s t s . 

A r t i c l e 14. N a r c o t i c d r u g s , t h e i r d e r i v a t i v e s and 
s a l t s and p r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s c o n t a i n i n g t h e m , 
m a y o n l y be i m p o r t e d t h r o u g h the C u s t o m s of 
P a n a m a b y t h e p u b l i c h e a l t h i n s t i t u t i o n s of the State 
and by d u l y a u t h o r i z e d p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t s m a n a g e d by a p h a r m a c i s t , i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h 
the r e g u l a t i o n s i n f o r c e . T h e l a t t e r s h a l l be i n 
c h a r g e of and d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the i m p o r t a 
t i o n , p r e p a r a t i o n and sa le of the s a i d d r u g s and 
p r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s . T h e F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r -

I m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e of the P u b l i c H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t 
s h a l l , b e f o r e a u t h o r i z i n g t h e i r c l e a r a n c e , i n s p e c t 
c o n s i g n m e n t s of n a r c o t i c d r u g s w h e n t h e y r e a c h 

, the C u s t o m s o f f i c e of P a n a m a , e i t h e r d i r e c t l y o r 
t h r o u g h , the m a n a g e r o f the i m p o r t i n g e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t , w h e n the r i g h t of i n s p e c t i o n has been g r a n t e d 
h i m i n the i m p o r t p e r m i t . 

P r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s c o n t a i n i n g n a r c o t i c d r u g s 
w i t h a t o t a l d a i l y dosage no t exceed ing 0.015 g. s h a l l 
be e x c l u d e d f r o m the p r o v i s i o n s of the p r e c e d i n g 
a r t i c l e ; but i m p o r t e r s s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o n o t i f y 
the F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e of any 
c o n s i g n m e n t of t h i s t ype of p r o d u c t t h e y w i s h t o 
b r i n g i n t o the c o u n t r y . 

A r t i c l e 15. F o r the i m p o r t a t i o n i n t o the t e r r i t o r y 
of t h e Repub l i c of n a r c o t i c d r u g s and p r o p r i e t a r y 
m e d i c i n e s c o n t a i n i n g t h e m w i t h a t o t a l d a i l y dosage 
of o v e r 0.015 g . , an annua l l i c e n c e , i s s u e d by the 
G e n e r a l D i r e c t o r a t e of the P u b l i c H e a l t h D e p a r t 
m e n t of the M i n i s t r y of L a b o u r , S o c i a l W e l f a r e and 
P u b l i c H e a l t h , s h a l l be r e q u i r e d . T h e v a l i d i t y of 
such l i c e n c e s s h a l l c o m m e n c e f r o m the date of 
i s s u e . 

A r t i c l e 16. T h e l i c e n c e s r e f e r r e d t o i n the p r e 
ced ing a r t i c l e s h a l l be i s s u e d s o l e l y on the r e c o m 
m e n d a t i o n of the T e c h n i c a l C o u n c i l of P u b l i c H e a l t h , 
on r e c e i p t of an a p p l i c a t i o n f r o m the p e r s o n c o n 
c e r n e d c o n t a i n i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g p a r t i c u l a r s : 

(a) N a m e and p lace of bus iness of the p h a r m a 
c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

(b) N u m b e r and date of the R e s o l u t i o n b y w h i c h 
i t w a s l i c e n s e d as a p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t . 

(c) N a t u r e of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , and n u m b e r and 
n a t u r e of i t s c o m m e r c i a l l i c e n c e s . 

(d) F u l l n a m e , s i g n a t u r e and l i c e n c e n u m b e r and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l r e g i s t r a t i o n n u m b e r of t h e 
p h a r m a c i s t i n c h a r g e . 

(e) F u l l n a m e , s i g n a t u r e and l i c e n c e n u m b e r of 
the o w n e r o r l e g a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

A r t i c l e 17. E a c h t i m e i t i s d e s i r e d t o i m p o r t 
any of the n a r c o t i c d r u g s c o v e r e d b y t h e p r e s e n t 
A c t , a s p e c i a l p e r m i t m u s t be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e 
N a t i o n a l D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c H e a l t h , a p p l i c a t i o n 
b e i n g m a d e on p a p e r b e a r i n g a o n e - b a l b o a ( B / 1 . 0 0 ) 
s t a m p , and t w o f i s c a l s t a m p s of the s a m e v a l u e 
b e i n g e n c l o s e d f o r the c e r t i f i e d c o p i e s . T h i s a p p l i 
c a t i o n s h a l l i n c l u d e the p a r t i c u l a r s s p e c i f i e d i n the 
p r e c e d i n g a r t i c l e , and i n a d d i t i o n : 

(a) I t s h a l l i n d i c a t e f o r each of the n a r c o t i c 
d r u g s r e q u e s t e d , t h e t o t a l quota f o r t h a t 
y e a r , a l l o t t e d b y the N a t i o n a l D e p a r t m e n t of 
P u b l i c H e a l t h t o the p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t m a k i n g the a p p l i c a t i o n . 

(b) T h e n a m e and type of the p r o d u c t and the 
q u a n t i t y p e r dose of the n a r c o t i c d r u g 
w h i c h i t c o n t a i n s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the t o t a l 
a m o u n t t o be i m p o r t e d , e x p r e s s e d i n the 
m e t r i c s y s t e m . 

(c) T h e n a m e and a d d r e s s of the e x p o r t i n g 
f i r m , the s i g n a t u r e and r e g i s t r a t i o n n u m b e r 
of the p h a r m a c i s t i n c h a r g e m a k i n g t h e 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 

A r t i c l e 18. I n a c co rdance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of 
A r t i c l e 10, c h a p t e r I V of the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d 
Geneva C o n v e n t i o n , the e x p o r t a t i o n of n a r c o t i c d r u g s 
i s p r o h i b i t e d . 
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A r t i c l e 19. T h e i m p o r t a t i o n and use i n t h e R e 
p u b l i c o f the d r u g k n o w n as d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e 
( h e r o i n ) i s l i k e w i s e p r o h i b i t e d . 

A r t i c l e 20 . T h e P u b l i c H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t s h a l l 
n o t i f y a u t h o r i z e d p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , 
t h r o u g h the F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e , 
of the quotas of n a r c o t i c d r u g s w h i c h they m a y i m 
p o r t d u r i n g the y e a r , a l l o t t i n g t h e m i n an equ i tab l e 
m a n n e r and a c c o r d i n g t o t h e v o l u m e of t h e i r b u s i 
n e s s , w i t h i n t h e t o t a l annua l quota w h i c h i s , i n i t s 
t u r n , a l l o t t e d t o the R e p u b l i c of P a n a m a by the 
P e r m a n e n t C e n t r a l O p i u m B o a r d f r o m i t s Geneva 
h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

A r t i c l e 2 1 . E v e r y p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
i m p o r t i n g o r d i s t r i b u t i n g n a r c o t i c d r u g s o r p r o 
p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s c o n t a i n i n g t h e m i n a p r o p o r t i o n 
h i g h e r t h a n 0.015 g r a m m e p e r t o t a l d a i l y dosage , 
s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o open a s p e c i a l n a r c o t i c s c o n t r o l 
r e g i s t e r , c o n s i s t i n g of a t l e a s t one h u n d r e d (100) 
pages , w h i c h m u s t be opened, s e a l e d and s i g n e d by 
the F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e , and t o 
w h i c h s h a l l be a f f i x e d f i s c a l s t a m p s t o t h e v a l u e 
of one (1) c e n t e s i m o p e r page. T h i s r e g i s t e r s h a l l 
be kept s o l e l y by the p h a r m a c i s t i n c h a r g e , a n d 
i n i t s h a l l be e n t e r e d , w i t h d e t a i l s a l l i n w a r d and 
o u t w a r d m o v e m e n t s of n a r c o t i c d r u g s , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e exact q u a n t i t i e s of the d r u g s u s e d o r s o l d , 
e x p r e s s e d i n the m e t r i c s y s t e m and i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
o r d e r , and t h e n a m e , date and n u m b e r of t h e p r e 
s c r i p t i o n . T h e p r e s c r i p t i o n m u s t i n e v e r y case be 
s i g n e d b y a r e g i s t e r e d p h y s i c i a n w h e n the d r u g i s 
d i spensed b y a p h a r m a c y ; i n the case of p r e p a r a t i o n s 
o r p u r c h a s e o r d e r s t o o r f r o m a p h a r m a c y , d r u g 
s t o r e ( d r o g u e r f a ) , agency , w a r e h o u s e o r l a b o r a t o r y , 
the s i g n a t u r e of t h e p h a r m a c i s t i n c h a r g e i s 
r e q u i r e d . 

A r t i c l e 2 2 . T h e o r i g i n a l d o c t o r ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n 
o r the p u r c h a s e o r d e r s i g n e d b y t h e p h a r m a c i s t i n 
c h a r g e s h a l l i n each case c o n s t i t u t e ev idence , and 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o keep t h e m 
f o r at l e a s t one y e a r and t o p r o d u c e t h e m at t h e 
r e q u e s t of the F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r m a c y D i r e c 
t o r a t e w h e n e v e r t h a t o f f i c e w i s h e s t o v e r i f y t h e m . 

P r e s c r i p t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g n a r c o t i c d r u g s m a y no t 
be r e p e a t e d w i t h o u t a f u r t h e r p r e s c r i p t i o n . O n l y the 
p r o p r i e t a r y m e d i c i n e s r e f e r r e d t o i n A r t i c l e 14, , 
p a r a g r a p h 2, of the p r e s e n t A c t m a y be s o l d w i t h o u t 
a d o c t o r ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n and a r e no t s u b j e c t t o c o n t r o l 
t h r o u g h the n a r c o t i c s r e g i s t e r . 

A r t i c l e 2 3 . No p r e s c r i p t i o n m a y be m a d e up 
u n l e s s i t c o m p l i e s w i t h the f o l l o w i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s : 

(a) I t m u s t be w r i t t e n i n Span i sh , i n i n k , and 
i n c l u d e the n a m e and a d d r e s s of the d o c t o r , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the c o r r e s p o n d i n g n u m b e r of 
h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l r e g i s t r a t i o n w i t h the S e c r e 
t a r i a t o f t h e T e c h n i c a l C o u n c i l of P u b l i c 
H e a l t h . 

I t m u s t s t a t e : 
(b) the q u a n t i t y of each substance e x p r e s s e d i n 

l e t t e r s and f i g u r e s and w i t h o u t c o r r e c t i o n s ; 
(c) t h e m o d e of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the m e d i c a 

m e n t ; 
(d) the f u l l n a m e and a d d r e s s of the p a t i e n t ; 
(e) t h a t i t m a y not be r e p e a t e d w i t h o u t a f u r t h e r 

p r e s c r i p t i o n ; 
(f) the date o f i s sue and b e a r the d o c t o r ' s 

s i g n a t u r e . 

A r t i c l e 24. E v e r y p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
a u t h o r i z e d t o i m p o r t , p r e p a r e and s e l l n a r c o t i c 
d r u g s i n the R e p u b l i c s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o send t h e 
F o o d , D r u g s and P h a r m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e a q u a r t e r l y 
r e t u r n , i n d u p l i c a t e , s i g n e d by t h e p h a r m a c i s t i n 
c h a r g e of i t s i n w a r d and o u t w a r d m o v e m e n t of 
d r u g s d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . T h e d u p l i c a t e s h a l l be 
r e t u r n e d t o the s e n d e r , d u l y s e a l e d and s i g n e d b y 
the D i r e c t o r a t e , and s h a l l s e r v e as a r e c e i p t . 

T h e r e t u r n s t o w h i c h t h i s a r t i c l e r e f e r s s h a l l 
be sent i n d u r i n g the f i r s t t e n (10) days of t h e 
m o n t h s of J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y and O c t o b e r of each 
y e a r . T h e y s h a l l be checked o r i n v e n t o r i e d b y t h e 
F o o d , D r u g s afid P h a r m a c y D i r e c t o r a t e w h e n e v e r 
i t t h i n k s f i t . 

. A r t i c l e 25 . T h e n a r c o t i c d r u g s t o w h i c h t h i s A c t 
r e f e r s s h a l l be k e p t u n d e r l o c k and k e y i n a s p e c i a l 
cab ine t o r safe i n the cus tody and on the p e r s o n a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the p h a r m a c i s t i n c h a r g e of t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t . On the c a b i n e t s i n t e n d e d f o r t h i s 
c l a s s o f d r u g s s h a l l be w r i t t e n i n a c l e a r l y v i s i b l e 
p o s i t i o n and i n l e t t e r s at l e a s t f i v e c e n t i m e t r e s 
h i g h the w o r d " E S T U P E F A C I E N T E S " ( N A R C O T I C S ) 
and such c a b i n e t s s h a l l be r e s e r v e d e x c l u s i v e l y 
f o r such d r u g s . 

A r t i c l e 26 . T h e d r u g s r e f e r r e d t o i n the p r e s e n t 
A c t s h a l l be s o l d t o the p u b l i c o n l y b y p h a r m a c i e s , 
and on r e c e i p t of a p r e s c r i p t i o n i s s u e d by a r e g i s 
t e r e d p h y s i c i a n . 

P r e s c r i p t i o n s i s s u e d by l i c e n s e d d e n t i s t s and 
v e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o the p r o 
v i s i o n s of t h e p r e c e d i n g p a r a g r a p h , p r o v i d e d t h a t 
the d r u g s a r e r e q u i r e d b y t h e m f o r the p u r p o s e s 
of t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n . 

A r t i c l e 27 . T h e N a t i o n a l D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c 
H e a l t h s h a l l r e f u s e l i c e n c e s f o r the i m p o r t a t i o n 
i n t o the t e r r i t o r y of t h e R e p u b l i c of t h e d r u g s 
c o v e r e d b y t h i s A c t t o p h a r m a c e u t i c a l e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t s w h i c h f a i l t o c o m p l y w i t h t h e r e l e v a n t p r o 
v i s i o n s . 



A r t i c l e 28. T h i s A c t s h a l l c o m e i n t o f o r c e on the 
date of i t s r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

G I V E N i n the C i t y of P a n a m a on the F i f t e e n t h 
day of F e b r u a r y , one t h o u s a n d n i n e h u n d r e d and 
f i f t y - f o u r . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t E l i g i o C r e s p o V . 

T h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l G. S i e r r a G u t i e r r e z 

R e p u b l i c of P a n a m a - N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e -
P r e s i d e n c y 

P a n a m a , 16 F e b r u a r y 1954 
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