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SANITARY CODE 

CHAPTER XI 
N a r c o t i c Drugs 

Ar t i c l e 216 
The t r a d e in, impor t , expor t , t r a n s p o r t in any 

fo rm, sowing, cul t ivat ion, ha rves t ing , manufac tu re , 
acquis i t ion , p o s s e s s i o n , p r e s c r i p t i o n for medic ina l 
p u r p o s e s , p r e p a r a t i o n , u s e , consumpt ion and, in 
g e n e r a l , any ac t r e l a t ing to the t r a d e in o r supply of 
na r co t i c d r u g s o r p r o d u c t s r e g a r d e d a s such in the 
Republ ic of Mexico, a r e subject to : 

I. In te rna t iona l t r e a t i e s and convent ions ; 
II . The p rov i s i ons of th i s Code and i t s r e g u l a 

t i ons ; 
III. The regu la t ions i s sued by the G e n e r a l Heal th 

Board ; -
IV. The r e l evan t penal l aws , and 
V. The in s t ruc t i ons and regu la t ions i s sued by the 

D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare . 
Ar t i c l e 217 

The following a r e r e g a r d e d a s na r co t i c d r u g s 
for the p u r p o s e s of the p reced ing a r t i c l e : 

I. The opium poppy (Papave r somni f e rum L); 
n. Opium in i t s r aw, medic ina l o r any o ther 

f o r m ; 
III. Opium a lka lo ids and s a l t s with the except ion 

of papave r ine ; 
IV. Opium d e r i v a t i v e s with the except ion of apo -

morph ine ; 
V. P r e p a r a t i o n s containing opium, i t s a lka lo ids 

o r d e r i v a t i v e s o r analogous synthe t ic p r o 
duc t s ; 

VI. Morphine , he ro in , dionine, codeine and t h e i r 
s a l t s o r d e r i v a t i v e s ; 

VII. The subs t i tu te d e r i v a t i v e s of morph ine : D i -
hydro^ydroxycodeinone (Eucodal) ; d ihyd ro -
codeinone (Dicodid); dfl iydromorphinone (Di-
laudid) ; ace ty ld ihydrocodeinone o r ace ty lod i -

methylodihydrothebaine (Acedicone); d ihy-
d r o m o r p h i n e ( P a r a m o r f a n ) ; me thy ld ihydro-
morphin6 (Metopon); morph ine -N-ox ide (Ge-
nomorphine) ; N-Al ly lno rmorph ine (Nall ine); 
t h e i r e s t e r s and the s a l t s of any of the above 
s u b s t a n c e s and t h e i r e s t e r s , and the o the r 
d e r i v a t i v e s of morphine with a pentavalent 
n i t rogenous b a s e ; 

Vin. Synthetic n a r c o t i c d r u g s : 1-methyl-4 -phenyl-
p ipe r id ine-4 -ca rboxy l i c ac id e thyl e s t e r 
(Demero l , Pe th id ine) ; 1 -methyl -4-phenylp i -
pe r id ine-4 - ca rboxy l i c acid i soprppyl e s t e r 
hydroch lor ide (Gevelina); A l p h a - 1,3 - d i m e -
thy 1- 4 -phenyl - 4- p r opionoxy pipe r idine (Alpha-
prodine) ; Beta-1,3- d ime thy V 4- phenyl - 4- p r o -
pionoxypiper idine (Betaprodine) ; 1 -me thy l -
4 -methahydroxyphenylp iper id ine-4 -ca rboxy-
l ic acid e thyl e s t e r (Bemidone); l -methy l-4-
(metahydroxyphenyl) - p iper id ine - 4 - e thy lke -
tone (Ketobemidone); Alpha-4-propionoxy-4-
phenyl-1- me thy l - 3 -e thylpiper id ine(Alphame-
prod ine) ; Be ta - 4- propionoxy-4- phenyl-1- m e 
thyl -3-e thylp iper idine (Be tameprod ine) ; 6-
dimethy lamino-4 -d iphenyl -hep tan- 3-1 (Me
thadone); 6- d ime thy l a m i n o - 4 ;4-diphenyl- he -
ptanol-3 (Metriadol); 4-4 -d iphenyl-5 -methyl-
6 -d ime thy lamino- hexanone- 3 ( Isomethadone) ; 
6- d imethy l a m i n o - 4,4- dipheny 1- hepty 1- a ce t a t e 
-3 (Methadyl); 6-morfolino-4;' 4-difenil-3-
heptanone (Phenadoxone); 3-hydroxy-N-me
thy l -morph inane (Dromoran) ; t h e i r e s t e r s 
and the s a l t s of any of the above s u b s t a n c e s 
and t h e i r e s t e r s ; 

IX. The v a r i o u s v a r i e t i e s of coca leaf, e spec ia l ly 
Ery th roxy lon novograna tense ( M o r r i s ) ; 

X. Cocaine and i t s s a l t s , including p r e p a r a t i o n s 
made f rom a p u r e coca leaf b a s e ; 

XI. Ecgonine and i t s d e r i v a t i v e s ; 
XII. Cannabis indica (Marihuana) in a l l i t s f o r m s , 

i t s d e r i v a t i v e s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s ; 
Xin. 1- /methyl- 3 -e thyl-4 -phenyl-4 -propinooxypi-

pe r id ine (a lso known under the symbol NU-
1932): 
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XIV. 3 ihych;oxy-N-methyl -morphina / ie fknown un-
de^rJrtheN^yjnlDb^J}^^ and 

XV. Any o ther p r epa ra t i on o r p roduc t containing 
one o r o ther of the s u b s t a n c e s ment ioned in 
the p reced ing s ec t i ons and, in g e n e r a l , those 
of a s i m i l a r n a t u r e . 

A r t i c l e 218 
The G e n e r a l Heal th Board i s the author i ty 

r e spons ib l e for deciding whether a p roduc t i s of a 
s i m i l a r n a t u r e to those ment ioned in the p reced ing 
A r t i c l e . 
Ar t i c l e 219 

The prohibi t ion to engage in the Republic of 
Mexico in any of the ac t i v i t i e s ment ioned in 
a r t i c l e 216 appl ies to the following s u b s t a n c e s : 

I. Opium p r e p a r e d for smoking; 
II. Diace ty lmorphine (heroin) , i t s s a l t s o r p r e p 

a r a t i o n s ; and 
III. Cannabis indica (Marihuana) in any of i t s 

f o r m s , d e r i v a t i v e s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s . 
Ar t i c l e 220 

A s i m i l a r prohibi t ion may be extended by the 
G e n e r a l Heal th Board to any of the s u b s t a n c e s 
ment ioned in Ar t i c l e 217 should it be cons ide r ed 
poss ib le to r e p l a c e it, for the rapeu t i c o r o ther 
p u r p o s e s , by another which, in i t s opinion, i s not 
hab i t - fo rming . 
A r t i c l e ^ 

T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ H ^ ^ H V a n n a b i s 
the o p r n m p o p p y ^ ^ ^ l ^ T O r s o m n i f e r u r n , L.) and the 
coca t r e e t E r v t h r o x y l o n novograna tense M o r r i s ) a^mMHHHHira Republic of Mexico . 
Ar t i c l e 222 

The t r a n s p o r t in t r a n s i t through the Republic of 
Mexico to a des t ina t ion in ano the r country of the 
s u b s t a n c e s ment ioned in a r t i c l e 217, and of such 
o the r s u b s t a n c e s a s the Gene ra l Heal th Board may 
d e t e r m i n e under a r t i c l e 218, i s p rohib i ted . 
Ar t i c l e 223 

The Depar tmen t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare i s 
the so le author i ty in the Republic au tho r i zed to i s s u e 
p e r m i t s in connexion with na r co t i c d r u g s . 
A r t i c l e 224 

Narco t i c d rugs may only be p r e s c r i b e d by 
m e m b e r s of the p ro fe s s ions l i s t e d below and 
provided that t h e i r d ip lomas a r e r e g i s t e r e d with 
the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Health and Welfare, tha t 
they comply with the p rov i s ions of th i s Code and the 
r e l evan t r egu la t ions and that they fulfil such r e 
q u i r e m e n t s a s the sa id D e p a r t m e n t may specify: 

I. D o c t o r s and s u r g e o n s ; 
II. V e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s , for the t r e a t m e n t of 

a n i m a l s only; 
III. Dental s u r g e o n s in connexion with t h e i r 

p r a c t i c e ; 
IV. Homeopa ths , and 
V. Midwives , in o b s t e t r i c a l c a s e s only. 

Medical s tuden ts in the soc ia l s e r v i c e s may 
p r e s c r i b e n a r c o t i c d r u g s within the l i m i t s la id 
down by the above-ment ioned D e p a r t m e n t . 
Ar t i c l e 225 

P h a r m a c i s t s may d i spense p r e s c r i p t i o n s for 
na r co t i c d r u g s only when they a r e made out by 
m e m b e r s of the above-ment ioned p ro fe s s ions whose 
d ip lomas a r e r e g i s t e r e d with the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Publ ic Heal th and Welfare , o r by med ica l s tuden t s 
in the soc ia l s e r v i c e s and provided that the 
p r e s c r i p t i o n i s made out on the p r o p e r fo rm and 
conta ins a l l the p a r t i c u l a r s r e q u i r e d by the r e l evan t 
r egu l a t i ons . The dose mus t not exceed that au tho r 
ized in the P h a r m a c o p o e i a of the United S ta tes of 
Mexico o r the r e l evan t o r d i n a n c e s . 
Ar t i c l e 226 

N a r c o t i c d r u g s may only be handled by the 
p e r s o n in cha rge of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , who sha l l be 
held r e spons ib l e for any mis take u n l e s s he can 
prove h i s innocence . 
Ar t i c l e 227 

M e m b e r s of the p ro fe s s ions l i s t ed in a r t i c l e 224 
may only p r e s c r i b e na r co t i c d r u g s for pa t i en t s 
whom they a r e t r e a t i ng d i r e c t l y . P e r s o n s infringing 
th i s a r t i c l e wil l be l iable to the co r r e spond ing 
p e n a l t i e s . 
Ar t i c l e 228 

P r e s c r i p t i o n s for n a r c o t i c d r u g s sha l l be made 
out on spec i a l f o r m s o r spec i a l p e r m i t s i s sued , 
au thor i zed and suppl ied by the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic 
Heal th and Welfare on the unders tand ing that : 

I. p r e s c r i p t i o n s for pa t ien t s r equ i r ing t r e a t m e n t 
for not m o r e than five days may only be 
d i spensed by p h a r m a c i e s au thor ized to do so , 
and 

II. p e r m i t s i s sued to m e m b e r s of the p ro fe s s ions 
au thor ized under th i s Code and i t s r egu la t ions , 
for pa t i en t s r equ i r ing t r e a t m e n t for m o r e 
than five days may be d i spensed by p h a r r 
m a c i e s o r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s au thor i zed to do s o . 

A r t i c l e 229 
P h a r m a c i e s and o the r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s d i spens ing 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s o r supplying d r u g s aga ins t p e r m i t s 
in a cco rdance with the p reced ing a r t i c l e sha l l 
invar iably r e t a in t hem, e n t e r the p a r t i c u l a r s in t h e i r 
n a r c o t i c d rug r e g i s t e r and hand ove r such p r e 
s c r i p t i o n s o r p e r m i t s to the au thor i zed p e r s o n n e l 
of the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
when r e q u i r e d to do s o . 
Ar t i c l e 230 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^ h ^ ^ ^ f f l ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ E r e s a ^ i r d e e m s advisable to ^^^^^^^cSoperTrea tmen t and rehabilitation of 
d r u p H M r 
A r t i c l e 231 

F o r the p u r p o s e s of the p reced ing a r t i c l e the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare sha l l 
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decide which d rug addic t s sha l l be r e q u i r e d to e n t e r 
official o r au thor i zed p r iva t e ins t i tu t ions for t r e a t 
men t and rehabi l i ta t ion , and for how long and under 
what condi t ions they sha l l r e m a i n t h e r e . 
Ar t i c l e 232 

F o r the i m p o r t o r expor t of n a r c o t i c d r u g s and 
p roduc t s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s containing them a p e r m i t 
f rom the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare , 
made out a s p r e s c r i b e d in the r egu la t ions , i s 
e s s e n t i a l . 
A r t i c l e 233 

The D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
sha l l g r a n t i m p o r t p e r m i t s for na r co t i c d r u g s 
exclus ively to : 

I. wholesa le d rug houses for sa l e to p h a r 
m a c i s t s , d r u g g i s t s , mobi le d i s p e n s a r i e s o r 
l a b o r a t o r i e s o r for the f i r m ' s own au thor i zed 
p r e p a r a t i o n s ; 

II . l a b o r a t o r i e s o r patent medic ine manufac tu r 
e r s so le ly for the manufac ture of p roduc t s 
r e g i s t e r e d with the sa id Depa r tmen t . They 
may not s e l l the d r u g s to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
ment ioned in th i s Code except w h e r e , a f te r 
p r i o r cance l la t ion of the r e l e v a n t en t ry in the 
r e g i s t e r , they c e a s e to manufac ture a patent 
medic ine containing n a r c o t i c d r u g s and a r e 
left with a s tock of such d r u g s . The p e r 
mi s s ion of the sa id D e p a r t m e n t i s , however , 
r e q u i r e d in e v e r y c a s e before the d r u g s in 
quest ion can be handed over o r sold . 

Ar t i c l e 234 
A spec i a l p e r m i t f rom the Depa r tmen t of Publ ic 

Heal th and Welfare i s not r e q u i r e d for any of the 
ac t iv i t i e s ment ioned in a r t i c l e 216 . in the c a s e of 
p r e p a r a t i o n s containing l e s s than 0.1 g. of codeine 
o r dionine, if d ry , o r 10 p e r cent , if l iquid, p r o 
vided that t he se d r u g s a r e combined with o the r 
medic ina l s u b s t a n c e s and a r e not s imply i n e r t . 
Ar t i c l e 235 

The C u s t o m s office through which na r co t i c 
d r u g s and p roduc t s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s containing 
t h e m e n t e r the country sha l l t r a n s m i t to the D e 
p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Wel fa re , through the 
G e n e r a l C u s t o m s Admin i s t r a t ion , a monthly l i s t 
thereof including: da te of impor ta t ion , n a m e s and 
a d d r e s s e s of the cons ignor and cons ignee , n a m e of 
the n a r c o t i c d rug and t r a d e name of the p roduc t o r 
p r e p a r a t i o n , t oge the r with the n u m b e r and capaci ty 
of the ph ia l s , ampou les o r o the r c o n t a i n e r s - da ta 
which i m p o r t e r s a r e under the obligation to supply. 
A r t i c l e 236 

The p e r m i t s to which r e f e r e n c e i s made in 
a r t i c l e 233 sha l l be s en t to the G e n e r a l C u s t o m s 
Admin i s t r a t ion for t r a n s m i s s i o n to the a p p r o p r i a t e 
C u s t o m s office to enable the n a r c o t i c d r u g s , the 
impor ta t ion of which h a s been au thor ized , to be 
handed ove r to the cons ignee o r h i s lawful r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e s , aga ins t payment of the a p p r o p r i a t e 
d u t i e s . 

A r t i c l e 237 
The impor ta t ion of na r co t i c d r u g s and p roduc t s 

o r p r e p a r a t i o n s containing them, however s m a l l the 
quant i ty , may only be effected through the C u s t o m s 
office o r offices des igna ted by the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Publ ic Heal th and Welfare . 
Ar t i c l e 238 

Narco t i c d r u g s , and a l s o p roduc t s o r p r e p a r a 
t ions containing them, impor t ed without a p e r m i t 
f r o m the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
o r through a C u s t o m s office not au thor i zed by the 
sa id Depa r tmen t , sha l l be conf iscated without 
p re jud ice to the infliction on the p a r t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e 
of the pena l t i e s la id down in th i s Code o r of those 
to which they may be l iable under the C u s t o m s Law 
o r the Pena l Code. 
A r t i c l e 239 

Mexican Consu la r offices ab road sha l l e n d o r s e 
invoices for na rco t i c d r u g s and p r e p a r a t i o n s o r 
p roduc t s containing them, on product ion by the 
i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s of the following documen t s : 

I. A p e r m i t in due f o r m i s sued by the competen t 
au tho r i t i e s of the expor t ing country a u t h o r i z 
ing the expor ta t ion of the a r t i c l e s c o v e r e d b y 
the Consu la r invoice in quest ion which m u s t 
not have r e f e r e n c e to any o the r product ; 

II . A p e r m i t s igned by the S e c r e t a r y of Publ ic 
Heal th and Welfare o r by an official de lega ted 
by h im author iz ing the impor ta t ion of the 
a r t i c l e s ment ioned in the sa id Consu la r 
invoice . Such p e r m i t sha l l be r e t a ined by the 
Consul when he e n d o r s e s the invoice . 

Consuls sha l l not e n d o r s e invoices cover ing 
o the r goods a s wel l , o r those for quan t i t i e s l a r g e r 
than the quan t i t i e s specif ical ly au thor ized , o r those 
in which ment ion i s made of a C u s t o m s office o the r 
than those r e f e r r e d to in a r t i c l e 237. 
Ar t i c l e 240 

F o r the p u r p o s e s of Section n of the p r eced ing 
a r t i c l e , the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
sha l l i s s u e a p e r m i t , the o r ig ina l of which sha l l be 
sen t by the cons ignee to the cons ignor , a copy being 
kept by the C u s t o m s office conce rned af ter c l e a r i n g 
the d r u g s . 
A r t i c l e 241 

F o r the expo r t of n a r c o t i c d r u g s and p r o d u c t s o r 
p r e p a r a t i o n s containing them, a spec i a l p e r m i t 
f rom the D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
i s r e q u i r e d , which will be i s sued prov ided that , in 
the opinion of the Depa r tmen t , t h e r e i s no object ion 
and that the following condi t ions a r e compl ied with: 

I . The i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s m u s t submi t and i m p o r t 
p e r m i t i s s u e d by the a p p r o p r i a t e author i ty of 
the count ry of des t ina t ion , and 

II. The C u s t o m s office through which expo r t is t o 
take p lace mus t be one of those referred to in 
a r t i c l e 237. 

The sa id D e p a r t m e n t sha l l e n t e r the n u m b e r and 
da te of i s s u e on the p e r m i t and send a copy to the 
a p p r o p r i a t e C u s t o m s office through the G e n e r a l 
C u s t o m s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
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Ar t i c l e 242 
In no c a s e may na rco t i c d r u g s and p roduc t s o r 

p r e p a r a t i o n s containing them be impor t ed or ex 
por t ed th rough the pos t . 

Cons ignments infringing th i s p rov is ion sha l l be 
conf isca ted and handed over to the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Publ ic Heal th and Welfare for the p u r p o s e s s t a t ed 
in a r t i c l e 244, without pre judice to any penal ty 
i n c u r r e d . 

A r t i c l e 243 
F o r the p u r p o s e s of the t r a d e in n a r c o t i c d r u g s 

within the t e r r i t o r y of the Republ ic , the D e p a r t m e n t 
of Publ ic Health and Welfare sha l l i s sue spec i a l 
p e r m i t s to a c q u i r e o r d i spose of n a r c o t i c d r u g s 
which sha l l be evidence of lawful p o s s e s s i o n by the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s au thor i zed to make use of t hem; 
but the r e q u i r e m e n t s la id down by the sa id D e p a r t 
men t for such c a s e s mus t f i r s t be compl ied with. 

A r t i c l e 244 
Narco t i c d r u g s and p roduc t s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s 

containing them, with which any of the p rov i s i ons 
included in t h i s chap te r have been infringed or an 
a t t empt has been made to infringe them, toge the r 
with the a p p a r a t u s o r o ther ob jec ts used for the 
p u r p o s e , sha l l be conf isca ted and used to m e e t the 
r e q u i r e m e n t s of the ins t i tu t ions coming under the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare, o r , if 
unusab le , be de s t royed in the p r e s e n c e of r e p r e 
sen t a t i ve s of the app rop r i a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u 
t h o r i t i e s . 

Uti l izable n a r c o t i c d r u g s o r p r e p a r a t i o n s con
f i sca ted sha l l be added to the spec i a l s t ocks of the 
sa id D e p a r t m e n t and subjec ted to s i m i l a r s u p e r 
vision to tha t e x e r c i s e d over such a r t i c l e s in 
c h e m i s t s ' shops and d rug s t o r e s . 

The s a m e supe rv i s ion sha l l be e x e r c i s e d ove r 
p r o d u c t s de l i ve red to ins t i tu t ions coming under the 
s a id Depa r tmen t . 
A r t i c l e 245 

The S e c r e t a r y of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare 
sha l l e i t h e r d i r ec t ly o r through such of h i s depu t ies 
o r i n s p e c t o r s a s he sha l l appoint o r , in gene ra l , 
through the officials au thor ized by h im s u p e r v i s e a l l 
ope ra t i ons o r ac t iv i t i e s connected with n a r c o t i c 
d r u g s throughout the Republ ic , and sha l l be r e 
spons ib le for enforcing the l aws and regu la t ions 
r e f e r r e d to in t h i s chap te r . 
Ar t i c l e 246 

Under the p rov i s ions of the p reced ing a r t i c l e , the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Welfare i s e m 
powered to e x e r c i s e author i ty in m a t t e r s r e l a t ing 
t o the t r a d e in n a r c o t i c d r u g s a t s e a p o r t s and a i r 
p o r t s , the f ron t i e r s and, in g e n e r a l , e v e r y w h e r e in 
the Republ ic . 
A r t i c l e 247 

F o r the p u r p o s e s of the p reced ing a r t i c l e , the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th and Wel fa re , through 
the officials o r e m p l o y e e s r e f e r r e d to in a r t i c l e 
245, may f ree ly inspec t a r t i c l e s c a r r i e d by coas t a l 
shipping, r a i l , a i r c r a f t o r any o the r m e a n s of 
t r a n s p o r t anywhere in the Republ ic . 
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