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indefinitely, provided that they followed the established procedures; for
instance, more than two-thirds of those who had died as a result of torture
since 1960 had been held under the notorious Section 6 of the Terrorism Act.
The same powers of detention had now been extended to the army, although it
had not been trained to deal with civilians.

42. The President of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, Mr. Mothupeng, had
been in prison almost continuously since 1960. He had been offered his freedom
if he would "renounce violence". However, Mr. Mothupeng had stated that he
could not renounce a policy of violence which he had never espoused; instead,
he had called upon the South African leader, Mr. Botha, to renounce the
régime's policy of violence against the African people. Mr. Mothupeng was
still in prison and his health was deteriorating rapidly. The Pan Africanist
Congress of Azania appealed to the Commission to intensify its campaign for the
release of Mr. Mothupeng and other political prisoners. The Commission could
do much to increase public awareness and bring pressure to bear on the racist
authorities to stop the practice of torture in prisons and detention camps.

43, Mr. HELDRING (Observer for the Netherlands) expressed appreciation for
the work done by Mr. Kooijmans, Special Rapporteur on questions of torture,
and his secretariat colleagues. The Netherlands delegation deplored the fact
that the Governments of Bahrain, Iran, Paraguay, South Africa, Suriname and
Zimbabwe had failed to respond to the Special Rapporteur's urgent appeals, and
hoped that the Governments in question would begin to co-operate as soon as’
possible. His delegation welcomed the Special Rapporteur's willingness to
carry out on-site observations, and supported his recommendation that a
Committee of Experts should undertake periodic visits to prisons and detention
centres.

44. Chapter III of the Special Rapporteur's report (E/CN.4/1987/13), on the
role of medical personnel in torture, was particularly valuable. It was to be
hoped that relevant new facts and international standards would be included in
the following report. It was encouraging to note that the medical profession
itself was concerned about the problem; the International Commission of
Health Professionals had been set up to defend the human rights and
independence of health workers.

45. It was essential to make everyone realize that torture was a truly
unacceptable practice. There should be a notice in every place of detention
stating that the Government did not condone torture and would prosecute those
who condoned or practised it. No one would then be able to justify acts of
torture by quoting orders from above or government policy. The Netherlands
was in the process of ratifying the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and hoped to complete the
necessary legislation as soon as possible.

46. The report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
(E/CN.4/1987/15 and Add.l) described almost 14,000 cases of missing persons.
Many of the cases went back several years, and it was becoming less.likely
that the people involved would ever be found. It was essential that
Governments should respond to enquiries as swiftly as possible: at the very
least, they should give some response to telegrams sent under the urgent
action procedure. It was distressing to note that some governments did not
respond at all to such telegrams. His delegation fully supported the

Working Group's methods of work, and regretted the reduction in its support
staff.
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Cuba. Cuba's prisons had been visited by United Nations officials, as well as
lawyers, scientists and other experts who had seen for themselves that human
rights were not violated there.

54. The anti-Cuba campaign encouraged people to leave Cuba, but those who
sponsored it did not give them visas once they arrived at their destination.

It was also self-contradictory to state that many persons had left Cuba and
that people were not allowed to leave. It was a well-known fact that Cuba
maintained a policy of solidarity with third world countries and that thousands
of people entered and left the country every vyear.

55. Mr. PALLARES (Guatemala), speaking in exercise of the right of reply with
reference to comments made by the representative of Human Rights Advocates,
said that the suspension of rights was a constitutional device employed in many
countries to deal with a situation of emergency. The rights of citizens of
Guatemala had not been suspended since the establishment of the civilian
Government and the promulgation of the Constitution.

56. With reference to the appointment in October 1986 of 23 army officers as
appeals court judges and the so-called "militarization" of the judiciary, he
said that it was not his place to point out to an organization of international
lawyers the difference between military courts and civil courts which had their
own jurisdiction.

57. Mr. BAISSA (Observer for Democratic Yemen), speaking in exercise of the
right of reply, noted that some speakers had referred to violations of human
rights in connection with the events that occurred in his country in

January 1986. His people were not proud of that episode which had been forced
upon them and in which a large number of citizens, cadres and political leaders
had lost their lives. The people had been deprived of the security and
stability that they had formerly enjoyed, and even the country's sovereignty
had been exposed to foreign interference. However, with the assistance of its
friends, his country had been able to recover within a relatively short time.

58. The Government, seeking to protect the country and its people, had
regained control of the situation a few days after the tragic events and had
taken comprehensive and decisive measures to restore order, preserve national
unity, and ensure a return to normality. In March 1986, the Government had
decreed a general amnesty which had been extended twice, to enable all persons
wishing to do so to return to their normal occupations. Detainees had been
released, with the exception of the few who had planned and brought about the
events in question, most of whom were currently appearing at public and fair
trials which were being fully covered by the information media. Arrangements
were being made to ensure the security and compensation of all persons injured
and to care for the families of those who had lost their lives. All the
requisite decisions and measures had been taken to ensure internal

‘reconstruction and overcome the adverse effects of the events to which

Democratic Yemen had been subjected. Citizens were again exercising their
rights, and elections to local people's councils, the Supreme People's Council
and trade-union organizations had been held.

59. His country therefore rejected all unfounded and false allegations
intended to besmirch its international reputation.

The meeting rose at 9 p.m.






