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legal aid services available to those whose human rights had been violated, to
visit prisons or detention facilities, to establish a programme to enhance
respect for human rights, to recommend to Congress effective measures to
promote human rights, to provide for compensation to victims and their
families and to monitor the Philippine Government's compliance with
international treaty obligations on human rights. The new Constitution also
contained a Bill of Rights which embodied the basic civil and political rights
set forth in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which
the new Philippine Government had ratified as soon as it had assumed power.
Furthermore, it specifically prohibited torture and other forms of violence
against persons under investigation together with inhuman forms of detention,
and it empowered the Congress to pass laws providing for penal and civil
sanctions for violations of the Bill of Rights.

5. The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances had concluded
that the practice of involuntary disappearances had persisted since 1980. A
review of the country summaries showed that a total of 12,229 reported cases
remained outstanding in 39 different countries. That meant that, of the
14,000 cases transmitted by the Working Group to Governments over the past
seven vears, only 1,771 or 12 per cent, had been clarified. Her delegation
supported an extension of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on questions
relevant to torture, but suggested that future reports should include the
number of cases transmitted to each country and the number of replies received
from the Governments concerned, as was being done by the Working Group and the
Commission's Special Rapporteur on summary or arbitrary executions.

6. Her delegation commended the Working Group for having clarified cases
which would otherwise have remained unsolved. For the families of the

1,771 disappeared persons, ascertaining the fate of their loved ones, even if
that fate were death, at least lessened the severe psychological strain they
had had to undergo.

7. Since the creation of PCHR in March 1986, over 798 cases of
disappearances, torture and summary execution accumulated over the 14 years
prior to 1985 had been referred to it. The Committee had become fully
operational in June 1986 and, as from October 1986, 118 cases had been
assigned for investigation and were pending, and 220 had been referred to
other government agencies. In that connection, mutual co-operation between
PCHR on the one hand and the Working Group and the special rapporteurs on the
other was of utmost importance. However, her delegation noted with concern
that Secretariat support for the Working Group had diminished.

8. Her delegation endorsed the criteria used by the Working Group in
determining whether or not a case had been clarified. It would be difficult
to set a time-limit for admission of cases, as that would hamper efforts by
the Working Group and the Governments concerned to lock into all reported
cases of disappearances. The reports of cases should include as many relevant
details as possible, in order to enable Governments to expedite the
investigation and clarification of cases.

9. The Working Group should also fully reflect in its report situations
where legal actions, including petitions for habeas corpus proceedings, had
duly taken place. 1In cases where such legal process had been availed of but
had not unfortunately resulted in the establishment of the whereabouts of a
disappeared person, it was fair to conclude that the disappeared person was
not in the custody of law enforcement or other government officials.





































































