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O r i g i n a l : S p a n i s h E/NL.1951/81 

ACT 84 of 1946 

(26 December) 

regulating the practice of pharmacy 

and containing other 

provisions 

The Congress of Colombia 

DECREES: 

ARTICLE 1. As from t h e e n t r y i n t o f o r c e o f t h e p r e s e n t A c t , t he f o l 

l o w i n g s h a l l be t h e o n l y persons a u t h o r i z e d t o p r a c t i s e pharmacy i n the coun

t r y : 

( a ) Persons h o l d i n g a degree o f p h a r m a c i s t from a n a t i o n a l u n i v e r 

s i t y approved by the Government, or f r o m a f a c u l t y w h i c h may be 

e s t a b l i s h e d t he c u r r i c u l u m and t e a c h i n g methods o f which are not 

i n f e r i o r t o those o f the F a c u l t y o f Pharmacy o f t h e N a t i o n a l U n i v e r 

s i t y ; 

( b ) P h a r m a c i s t s h o l d i n g l i c e n c e s or p e r m i t s a u t h o r i z e d under the 

terms o f A c t 44 o f 1935 or o f E x e c u t i v e Decree 1,500 o f 1945; 

( c ) P h a r m a c i s t s h o l d i n g f o r e i g n d e g r e e s , d u l y a u t h o r i z e d i n ac

cordance w i t h t he p r o v i s i o n s l a i d down by the N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y ; 

and 

( d ) Those who have h o n o u r a b l y and c o m p e t e n t l y e x e r c i s e d t h e p r o f e s 

s i o n as c h i e f p h a r m a c i s t s f o r more t h a n 10 ( t e n ) years b e f o r e t he 

da t e o f t h i s A ct s h o u l d be e n t i t l e d t o c o n t i n u e t o do so i n m u n i c i 

p a l i t i e s , d i s t r i c t s and v i l l a g e s where t h e r e i s o n l y one pharmacy 

o p e r a t e d by a gr a d u a t e or l i c e n s e d pharmacist.. 

The sworn s t a t e m e n t o f 4 ( f o u r ) q u a l i f i e d d o c t o r s and 2 ( t w o ) w i t n e s s e s 

o f good c h a r a c t e r s h a l l be r e q u i r e d t o t e s t i f y t o p r e v i o u s p r a c t i c e , good 

r e p u t a t i o n and competence. 

. A R T I C L E 2. The p r a c t i c e o f pharmacy s h a l l be u n d e r s t o o d t o mean the 

p r e p a r a t i o n and a n a l y s i s o f medicaments. The word "medicaments" means any sub

stance or p r e p a r a t i o n i n t e n d e d e x c l u s i v e l y f o r t h e t r e a t m e n t , i m m u n i z a t i o n or 

p r e v e n t i o n o f d i s e a s e i n human bei n g s or a n i m a l s . 

SUB-PARAGRAPH. Medicaments s h a l l be s o l d o n l y i n p h a r m a c i e s , d r u g 

s t o r e s , l a b o r a t o r i e s or l e g a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d s t o r e s o p e r a t e d by a r e s p o n s i b l e 

p h a r m a c i s t . 

ARTICLE 3. Only p h a r m a c i s t s w i t h u n i v e r s i t y degrees s h a l l o p e r a t e new 

f i r s t - c l a s s pharmacies and l a b o r a t o r i e s m a n u f a c t u r i n g p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r o d u c t s . 

SUB-PARAGRAPH. L i c e n s e d p h a r m a c i s t s may o p e r a t e new f i r s t o r second-
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c l a s s pharmacies and l a b o r a t o r i e s m a n u f a c t u r i n g p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r o d u c t s when 

th e y a r e t h e e x c l u s i v e owners o f such e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . 

ARTICLE 4. Any per s o n p r a c t i s i n g pharmacy i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e Re

p u b l i c , who f a i l s t o comply w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s l a i d down by t h i s A c t , s h a l l 

be l i a b l e t o a f i n e o f 100 (one hundred) pesos f o r t h e f i r s t o f f e n c e and 500 

( f i v e hundred) pesos f o r t h e second. A d d i t i o n a l o f f e n c e s s h a l l be puni s h e d by 

imprisonm e n t o f from 6 ( s i x ) months t o 1 (one y e a r ) . 

ARTICLE 5. The Department o f Pharmacy s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d as a s e c t i o n 

o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f Labour, H e a l t h and S o c i a l W e l f a r e o r th e M i n i s t r y o f Phar

macy s h a l l be c r e a t e d , w i t h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i n s p e c t i o n and c o n t r o l o f 

the p r e p a r a t i o n and s a l e o f medicaments and n a r c o t i c d r u g s , and s h a l l be headed 

by a p h a r m a c i s t h o l d i n g a u n i v e r s i t y d e g r e e . I n agreement w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l 

U n i v e r s i t y , t h e M i n i s t r y o f Pharmacy s h a l l p r o c e e d t o t r a i n a body o f i n s p e c 

t o r s o f pharmacies and l a b o r a t o r i e s m a n u f a c t u r i n g p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r o d u c t s , com

posed o f p h a r m a c i s t s l e g a l l y e x e r c i s i n g t h a t p r o f e s s i o n and coming under the 

Department o f Pharmacy e s t a b l i s h e d by t h i s a r t i c l e . 

SUB-PARAGRAPH. The Government s h a l l have t h e r i g h t r t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 

p e r s o n n e l r e q u i r e d and t h e f u n c t i o n s t o be as s i g n e d t o them i n a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

the f o r e g o i n g a r t i c l e , and t o a p p r o p r i a t e t h e n e c e s s a r y c r e d i t s i n t h e N a t i o n a l 

Budget A c t . 

ARTICLE 6. The Government s h a l l be a u t h o r i z e d , i n agreement w i t h t h e 

N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y , t o p r e p a r e and p u b l i s h the n a t i o n a l pharmacopoeia. 

ARTICLE 7. R e g i o n a l or p r i v a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l u n i v e r s i t y f a c u l t i e s s h a l l 

n o t have t o meet r e q u i r e m e n t s o t h e r t h a n those f i x e d by the N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y , 

and t h e degrees w h i c h t h e y c o n f e r s h a l l have e q u a l v a l i d i t y . 

Any e x i s t i n g laws c o n t r a r y t o t h i s A c t s h a l l be amended i n accordance 

w i t h t h e f o r e g o i n g p r o v i s i o n s . 

ARTICLE 8. The p r e s e n t A c t s h a l l come i n t o e f f e c t as soon as promul

g a t e d . 

Done a t Bogota on the f o u r t e e n t h o f December, one thousand n i n e hundred 

and f o r t y - s i x . 

Ricardo Bonilla Gutierrez, P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Senate. 

Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala, P r e s i d e n t o f t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

Arturo Salazar Grillo, S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Senate. 

Andres Chaustre B,, S e c r e t a r y o f t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

R e p u b l i c o f Colombia - N a t i o n a l Government - Bogota, 26 December 1946. To be 

p u b l i s h e d and e x e c u t e d . 

MARIANO OSPINA PEREZ 

Bias Herrera Anzoategui, M i n i s t e r o f Labour, H e a l t h and S o c i a l W e l f a r e . 

Mario Carvajal, M i n i s t e r o f N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n . 

( O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l No. 26,317 o f 30 December 1946.) 
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E/NL.1951/82 

DECREE No. 1,032 OF 1943 

(26 May) 

containing provisions governing essential commodities. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, 

in exercise of his powers under Act 7
a

 of 1943, 

DECREES: 

ARTICLE 4. For t h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l emergency, 

th e P h a r m a c e u t i c a l P r e p a r a t i o n s Commission s h a l l g i v e p r e f e r e n t i a l c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n t o a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r l i c e n c e s s u b m i t t e d p r i o r t o t h e dat e o f t h e p r e s e n t 

Decree and t o those w h i c h may be lodged i n f u t u r e by n a t i o n a l p r o d u c e r s . 

The Commission s h a l l , when a p p r o p r i a t e , r e v i e w l i c e n c e s a l r e a d y i s s u e d . 

ARTICLE 5. I n a d d i t i o n t o the reasons g i v e n i n A r t i c l e 4 o f A c t 116 o f 

1937 f o r the s u s p e n s i o n o f l i c e n c e s f o r p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r o d u c t s , t h e Pharma

c e u t i c a l P r e p a r a t i o n s Commission s h a l l suspend them i n the f o l l o w i n g cases: 

( a ) When, on t h e b a s i s o f s c i e n t i f i c s t a n d a r d s e s t a b l i s h e d by r e 

s e a r c h conducted a f t e r t he i s s u e o f t h e l i c e n c e , t h e l i c e n s e d prod

u c t must now be c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y i n e f f e c t i v e when 

compared w i t h r e c e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d p r o d u c t s . 

( b ) When the i n d i c a t i o n s i n t h e l i c e n c e i s s u e d f o r the p r o d u c t 

have been a l t e r e d on the c o n t a i n e r s o r i n a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ; 

( c ) When the p r e p a r a t i o n or m i x t u r e o f the i n g r e d i e n t s i s d e f e c t i v e 

and when the p u b l i c i t y does n o t c o r r e s p o n d e x a c t l y t o t h e t h e r a 

p e u t i c a l i n d i c a t i o n s s p e c i f i e d when a p p l i c a t i o n was made f o r t h e 

1ic e n c e *. 

SUB-PARAGRAPH. I n f u t u r e , the h o l d e r s o r b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f l i c e n c e s i s 

sued by the P h a r m a c e u t i c a l P r e p a r a t i o n s Commission s h a l l submit press or r a d i o 

p u b l i c i t y m a t e r i a l f o r t h e v a r i o u s p r o d u c t s t o t h e competent d e p a r t m e n t a l 

h e a l t h i n s p e c t o r s . 

ARTICLE 6. I n e v e r y case, the h o l d e r or b e n e f i c i a r y o f a l i c e n c e or h i s 

p r o x y or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h a l l be n o t i f i e d o f a proposed r e v i e w , and i f he can

n o t be t r a c e d , he s h a l l be summoned t o appear by means o f a n o t i c e p u b l i s h e d i n 

the O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l on a t l e a s t t h r e e o c c a s i o n s a t i n t e r v a l s o f one month. 

ARTICLE 7. As from the e n t r y i n t o f o r c e o f t h e p r e s e n t Decree, persons 

d e s i r i n g an a n a l y s i s o f s p e c i a l p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n s s h a l l i n each case 

be r e q u i r e d t o pay the sum o f 100 (one hundred) pesos as a f e e f o r the examina

t i o n and a n a l y s i s made i n connexion w i t h t h e i s s u e o f a l i c e n c e . Fees p a i d i n 

* See Article 8 of Resolution 1 of 1932 and Article t of Act 116 of 1937. 
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t h i s way s h a l l a c c r ue t o the N a t i o n a l H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e and s h a l l be used ex

c l u s i v e l y t o purchase equipment r e q u i r e d f o r a n a l y s i n g p h a r m a c e u t i c a l prepa

r a t i o n s . The N a t i o n a l H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e s h a l l keep a s p e c i a l account showing 

t h e movement o f such f u n d s . 

ARTICLE 8. The r e v i e w o f l i c e n c e s s h a l l n o t e n t a i l t h e payment o f a 

f e e . 

ARTICLE 9. I n o r d e r t o implement t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n s f o r the 

s u p p r e s s i o n o f i l l i c i t t r a f f i c i n n a r c o t i c drugs and measures t o combat d r u g 

a d d i c t i o n , t h e M i n i s t r y o f Labour, H e a l t h and S o c i a l W e l f a r e s h a l l e s t a b l i s h a 

c o n t r o l s e r v i c e , t h e c o s t o f w h i c h s h a l l be met fr o m t h e N a r c o t i c s R o t a t i n g 

Fund and fr o m t h e proceeds f r o m f i n e s imposed f o r i l l i c i t t r a f f i c i n h e r o i c 

drugs and t h e i l l e g a l p r a c t i c e o f medi c i n e and i t s b r a n c h e s . 

ARTICLE 10. For t h e purposes e n v i s a g e d i n the f o r e g o i n g a r t i c l e , t he 

Government may a p p r o p r i a t e a d d i t i o n a l c r e d i t s i n t h e Budget o f c u r r e n t ex

p e n d i t u r e , s u b j e c t o n l y t o c e r t i f i c a t i o n by t h e O f f i c e o f t h e C o n t r o l l e r - G e n 

e r a l o f the R e p u b l i c r e g a r d i n g the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f u n d s . 

As f r o m t h e f i s c a l year 1944, t h e r e s h a l l be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the Na

t i o n a l Budget o f Revenues as a s p e c i a l i t e m a sum r e p r e s e n t i n g revenue a c c r u 

i n g t o the N a r c o t i c s R o t a t i n g Fund and t h e proceeds o f f i n e s imposed f o r i l 

l i c i t t r a f f i c i n h e r o i c drugs and t h e i l l e g a l p r a c t i c e o f medi c i n e and i t s 

b r a n c h e s , and an e q u i v a l e n t amount s h a l l be i n c l u d e d i n t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n A c t s , 

S e c t i o n o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f Labour, H e a l t h and S o c i a l W e l f a r e , t o be a p p l i e d 

e x c l u s i v e l y t o d e f r a y i n g the c o s t s o f the campaign a g a i n s t d r u g a d d i c t i o n and 

s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e use o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s . 

* * * 

ARTICLE 12. The p r e s e n t Decree s h a l l become e f f e c t i v e from t h e d a t e o f 

i t s p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l . 

To be p u b l i s h e d and e x e c u t e d . 

Done a t Bogo t a , t h e 2 6 t h day o f May 1943. 

( O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l No. 25, 263 o f 31 May 1943.) 
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E/NL.1951/83 

DECREE No. 2,251 OF 1948 

(4 July) 

containing provisions for the review of licences granted for 

pharmaceutical preparations 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, 

i n exercise of his legal powers, p a r t i c u l a r l y those conferred upon him by 

A r t i c l e 4 of Act 116 of 1937 and A r t i c l e 5 of Legislative Decree 1,032 of 1943, 

DECREES: 

ARTICLE 1. The L e g a l Department o f the M i n i s t r y o f H e a l t h or t h e body 

p e r f o r m i n g i t s f u n c t i o n s s h a l l , f o r the purposes o f r e v i e w , c a l l upon h o l d e r s 

o f l i c e n c e s f o r p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n s g r a n t e d t o d a t e under the terms o f 

A r t i c l e 4 o f A c t 116 o f 1937 and A r t i c l e 5 o f L e g i s l a t i v e Decree 1,032 o f 1943. 

The r e v i e w s h a l l proceed i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o r d e r and a f t e r t h e L e g a l Department 

s h a l l have i s s u e d t h e a p p r o p r i a t e o r d e r s and i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

ARTICLE 2. The l a b o r a t o r y f ee f o r each p r o d u c t a n a l y s e d by the "Samper-

M a r t i n e z " N a t i o n a l H e a l t h I n s t i t u t e f o r purposes o f t h e proposed r e v i e w s h a l l 

be f i x e d a t 100 (one hundred) pesos. The s a i d f e e s h a l l be p a i d by the l i c e n c e -

h o l d e r concerned t o the T r e a s u r y o f the I n s t i t u t e and a r e c e i p t f o r the amount 

p a i d s h a l l be a t t a c h e d t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r r e v i e w . 

ARTICLE 3. The L e g a l Department o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f H e a l t h , i n t h e 

o r d e r s i t s h a l l i s s u e , s h a l l s t a t e what documents are t o be s u b m i t t e d by per

sons a f f e c t e d by t h e l i c e n c e r e v i e w s . 

ARTICLE 4. One month a f t e r p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e a p p r o p r i a t e n o t i c e r e 

g a r d i n g l i c e n c e r e v i e w s i n accordance w i t h t he terms o f L e g i s l a t i v e Decree 

1,032 o f 1943, the L e g a l Department o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f H e a l t h s h a l l suspend 

l i c e n c e s f o r p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n s whose h o l d e r s have n o t s u b m i t t e d them 

f o r r e v i e w . , 

ARTICLE 5. When t h e r e v i e w o f t h e p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r o d u c t s has been e f 

fected, the L e g a l Department s h a l l e x t e n d t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e l i 

cences f o r t e n y e a r s or suspend them f o r t h e reasons s t i p u l a t e d i n A r t i c l e 4 

o f A c t 116 o f 1937 and A r t i c l e 5 o f L e g i s l a t i v e Decree 1,032 o f 1943. 

ARTICLE 6. The p r e s e n t Decree s h a l l come i n t o e f f e c t as soon as p r o 

m u l g a t e d . 

To be p u b l i s h e d and e x e c u t e d . 

Done a t Bogota on the 4 t h day o f J u l y 1948. 

MARIANO OSPINA PEREZ 
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Jose Maria Bernal, M i n i s t e r o f Finance and P u b l i c C r e d i t 

Jorge Bejarano, M i n i s t e r o f H e a l t h 

( O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l No. 26 ,765 o f 12 J u l y 1948) 

E/NL.1951/84 

COLOMBIA 

DECREE No. 1858 o f 1951 

(4 September) 

c o n t a i n i n g c e r t a i n p e n a l and p o l i c e m e a s u r e s . 

T H E P R E S I D E N T O F T H E R E P U B L I C O F C O L O M B I A , 

i n e x e r c i s e o f the powers c o n f e r r e d upon him by A r t i c l e 121 o f the N a t i o n a l 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , and 

CONSIDERING: 

That by Decree No. 3518 o f 9 November 1949 p u b l i c o r d e r was p r o c l a i m e d 

t o be d i s t u r b e d and t h e e n t i r e c o u n t r y i n a s t a t e o f s i e g e : 

That t h e a d o p t i o n o f more e f f e c t i v e measures a g a i n s t c r i m e w i l l c o n t r i b 

u t e t o t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f p u b l i c o r d e r , 

DECREES: 

ARTICLE ONE. Under t h e terms o f A c t 48 o f 1936 and t h e p r o v i s i o n s supplement

i n g and r e v i s i n g t h a t A c t , persons who c u l t i v a t e , p r e p a r e , t r a d e i n or i n any 

manner use or i n c i t e o t h e r s t o use marihuana (Cannabis S a t i v a or Cannabis I n d i c a ) 

s h a l l be o f f e n d e r s a g a i n s t t h e l a w . 
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