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Note by t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

I n a c cordance w i t h A r t i c l e 21 o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n o f 1931 
f o r l i m i t i n g t h e M a n u f a c t u r e and r e g u l a t i n g t h e D i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f N a r c o t i c D r u g s , as amended by the P r o t o c o l o f 11 December 
1946 , t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has t h e h o n o u r t o f o r w a r d t o the . 
Members o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t o the o t h e r p a r t i e s t o t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n t h e f o l l o w i n g t e x t communicated by t h e Government o f 
C o l o m b i a . 
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O r i g i n a l : Spanish 

DECREE NO. 923 o f 1949 
(4 A p r i l ) 

t o p r o h i b i t the c u l t i v a t i o n of , and the trade i n , a p l a n t . 
TOE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 
i n the exercise o f h i s legal powers 
and pursuant to A r t i c l e 1 o f Law 45 o f 1946, and 
CONSIDERING 

That A r t i c l e 1 o f Law 45 o f 1946 provides pena l t i es f o r any person who c landest ine ly or 
f raudu lent ly or wi thout the permission o f the n a t i o n a l hea l th a u t h o r i t i e s c u l t i v a t e s o r 
has i n h i s possession any p l a n t from which narco t i c drugs can be extracted ; 
That marihuana (cannabis sat iva and the v a r i e t i e s thereof ) i s inc luded among the p l a n t s 
mentioned i n Law 45 since i t has poisonous propert ies and i s habi t - forming; 
That the sa id shrub has no therapeut ic p r o p e r t i e s and t h a t the c u l t i v a t i o n thereo f and 
trade therein are , on the contrary, only p r e j u d i c i a l to the heal th o f the persons engaged 
t h e r e i n , f o r which reason the c u l t i v a t i o n o f t h i s p l a n t was p r o h i b i t e d by r e s o l u t i o n 645 
o f 1939 o f the M i n i s t r y « f Labour, Health and Social Welfare. 

DECREES: 
Article 1. The c u l t i v a t i o n of , and trade i n , marihuana (cannabis sat iva v a r i e t i e s there ­

of ) are p r o h i b i t e d i n the t e r r i t o r y o f the Republic. 
• Article 2. The h e a l t h and p o l i c e a u t h o r i t i e s s h a l l immedia te ly proceed t o destroy 

e x i s t i n g p l a n t s and s h a l l be bound to repor t to the judges o f the c r i m i n a l 
courts any of fenders, who s h a l l be punished i n accordance w i t h A r t i c l e 1 o f 
Law 45 o f 1946 by imprisonment f o r a term o f no t l ess than s i x months nor 
more than f i v e years and a f i n e o f n o t l e s s than f i f t y o r more than one 
thousand pesos. 

The penalty s h a l l be increased by one t h i r d i f the p l a n t i s suppl ied or 
de l ivered i n any manner whatsoever to persons under age o r to persons addicted 
to i t s use. 

Article 3. The M i n i s t r y o f J u s t i c e s h a l l i n s t r u c t such examining magistrates as may be 
necessary t o proceed to i n v e s t i g a t e w i t h o u t de lay o f fences set f o r t h i n 
A r t i c l e 1 o f Law 45 o f 1946. 

Article 4. The a u t h o r i t i e s mentioned i n t h i s Decree s h a l l be bound immediately to n o t i f y 
the Narcotics Section o f the M i n i s t r y o f Health o f a l l p l a n t a t i o n s destroyed 
o r o f cases o f t r a f f i c i n marihuana, o f the name o f the g u i l t y p a r t y and o f 
any penalt ies t h a t may have been imposed. 

Article 5. I f an o f f i c i a l i s remiss i n the observance o f the provis ions o f t h i s Decree 
o r compounds an o f fence , he s h a l l be punished by h i s s u p e r i o r o f f i c e r by 
removal from h i s post . 

FOR TRANSMISSION AND PUBLICATION 

Given a t Bogota, 4 A p r i l 1949 

(signed) MARIANO OSPINA P E R E Z - (signed) F A B I O LOZANO Y LOZANO - M i n i s t e r o f Education 
i n charge o f the Department o f Jus t i ce - (signed) J O R G E BEJARANO, M i n i s t e r o f Hygiene 
C e r t i f i e d t rue copy, (signed) J O R G E VARGAS FRANCO, head o f personnel sect ion . 
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