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O r i g i n a l : French 

ROYAL ORDER OF 31 DECEMBER 1930 
as amended by the Royal Order o f 20 September 1951* 

A r t i c l e 1. - T h i s Order s h a l l a pply t o the f o l l o w i n g substances and a l l 
preparations containing them: 

J ( 1 ) coca l e a f ; 
(2) raw c o c a i n e , ecgonine and its d e r i v a t i v e s , c o c a i n e and i t s s a l t s , a l l 

e s t e r s o f ecgonine and t h e i r s a l t s ; 
J (3) raw opium, m e d i c i n a l opium, p r e p a r e d opium ( i n c l u d i n g the dross and a l l 

r e s i d u e of opium a f t e r smoking); 
> {ij morphine and i t s s a l t s ; 

,/ ( 5 ) d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e and i t s s a l t s and t h e o t h e r e/sters ( e t h e r s a l t s ) o f 
morphine and th e ^ i r s a l t s ; e t h e r s of morphine such as oenzy Imorphine and its s a l t s , 
except methylmorphine and ethylmorphnne and t h e i r s a l t s i ' , which are d e a l t w i t h i n 
a r t i c l e 1 6 is; J l / 

( 6 ) dihydrom"(yphine, d i h y d r o m o r p h i n o n e , methyldihydromorphinone, d i h y d r o -
codeinone, d i h y d r o o x y c o d e i n o n e , a c e t y l d i h y d r o c o d e i n o n e , o r a c e t y l d e m e t h y l o d i h y d r o -
t h e b a i n e , theb&ine, t h j e i r e s t e r s and t h e s a l t s o f any o f these substances or t h e i r 
e s t e r s , except dihydrocodeine and acety Idihydrocodeine and t h e i r s a l t s , which 'are 
d e a l t j w i t h in a r t i c l e 1 b i s ; 

( 7 ) morphine-N-oxide and i t s compounds, as w e l l as t h e o t h e r p e n t a v a l e n t 
n i t r o g e n morphine compounds and their s a l t s ; 

Jj(8) d i h y drodesoxymorphine (desomorphine) and i t s s a l t s - ' ; 
\ J ( 9 ) , t h e e t h y l e s t e r o f 1 m e t h y l - 4 p h e n y l p i p e r i d i n e - 4 c a r b o x y l i c a c i d and i t s 

s a l t s ^ j ^ J 

(10) the e t h y l e s t e r of 1 methyl-U metahydroxyphenyIpiperidine-4 c a r b o x y l i c 
\id. - y 7 i * r rn 11 t ; 

(11) 1 methyl-h (3 hydroxyphenyl)-U ethylketone piperidine»and its " n / t ^ , 
( 1 2 ) cC -1.3 dimethyl-A phenyl-U prop ionoxypiper idine/ ajxd-J^-8~*&&lt s; 
(13) % -1.3 dimethyl-U pheny 1-4 pr op ionoxy p i p e r idine, and Ha a u l f f ; 
X14) 4.4 diphenyl-6 dimethylaminoheptanone-3 QM4 i t s — s u I fSf' 
^-15) 6 morpholino-U.it dipheny Iheptanone-3\Mid if'J "V IllTT"; 
£16) 4.4 dipheny I -5 me thy I - 6 djimethy lamindhexanone- 3sandit^i—s-a Its; 
1(17) 6 dime thy lamono-4 . 4 dipheny lheptatiol-3 'mitd Hi Halls,"' 
( 1 8 ) 6 dime thy lamino-4. 4 diphenyl-3 avetoxybeptane, aruii its li&ris; 
( i y ) I n d i a n hemp, i t s r e s i n , p r e p a r a t i o n s h a v i n g t h e r e s i n as a base ( h a s h i s h , 

e s r a r ^ v c h i r a , djamba), e x t r a c t and t i n c t u r e o f I n d i a n hemp. 
T h i s Order s h a l l not apply to the f o l l o w i n g : 
( 1 ) preparations containing e x t r a c t or t i n c t u r e of Indian hemp for e x t e r n a l 

us e; 
( 2 ) when in f i n i s h e d form, c a u s t i c pastes for nerves used in d e n t i s t r y and 

known as d e v i t a l i z i n g p a s t e s , prepared with the amount of c r e o s o t e or phenol 
necessary to g i v e them the consistency of a paste and containing, b e s i d e s s a l t s of 

* Words in i t a l i c s supersede or amend e a r l i e r wording. 
1/ Dealt wit', in the Royal Order of 20 October 1933-
21 Classified as a narcotic drug by the Regent's Order of 9 March 19t9. 
3' Classified as a narcotic drug by the Regent's Crder of 9 March 1918. 
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cocaine or morphine or both, at least 25 per cent of a r s e n i c a c i d or arsenious a c i d 
(anhydrous a r s e n i c ) , e i t h e r f r e e or in combination. 

A r t i c l e 1 b i s . 
1. T h i s decree s h a l l a p p l y t o : 

( 1 ) m ethylmorphine and i t s s a l t s ; 
( 2 ) e t h y l m o r p h i n e and i t s s a l t s ; 
C3) dihydrocode ine and its s a l t s ; 
( 4 ) acetyldihydrocodeine and its s a l t s ; 

t h e i r m a n u f a c t u r e , i m p o r t , p o s s e s s i o n , e x p o r t , s a l e or o f f e r for s a l e , t r a n s p o r t , 
t r a n s f e r with or without cons i d e r a t ion, and wholesale trade up to and inc l u d i n g 
purchase by the pharmacist-'» 
2. W i t h r e s p e c t t o f o r e i g n t r a d e t h i s Order s h a l l a p p l y t o p r e p a r a t i o n s c o n t a i n 
i n g one o r more o f t h e substances l i s t e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g p a r a g r a p h i n q u a n t i t y 
exceeding: 

( 1 ) 10 per cent i n m i x t u r e s o r s o l u t i o n s ; 
( 2 ) 0.1 g. i n each p i l l , g r a n u l e , l o z e n g e , t a b l e t , c a c h e t , e t c . 

(Royal Order, 20 September 1951) 
A r t i c l e 2. - For t h e purposes o f t h i s Order " n a r c o t i c drugs" means one o r 

more o f t h e substances or p r e p a r a t i o n s d e a l t w i t h i n a r t i c l e 1; " N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e " 
means t h e s e c t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c h e a l t h department ( M i n i s t r y o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f 
H e a l t h ) 2 ' charged w i t h e n f o r c i n g t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f the A c t o f 24 February 1921 and 
o f t h e Royal Orders made under i t ; and t h e term "competent o f f i c e r " s h a l l mean a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

Chapter I: Foreign trade 

A r t i c l e 3 - The i m p o r t a t i o n o f n a r c o t i c drugs i s s u b j e c t t o p r e v i o u s 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n by t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h ^ ' . 

The i m p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l be i s s u e d on a w r i t t e n r e q u e s t c o v e r i n g one 
consignment o n l y and s t a t i n g t h e n a t u r e , q u a n t i t y , and a l k a l o i d c o n t e n t o f t h e drug 
t o be i m p o r t e d , the names and addresses o f t h e i m p o r t e r and e x p o r t e r , and t h e time 
i m p o r t a t i o n . 

Together w i t h t h e i m p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n , an i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e s h a l l a l s o be 
i s s u e d , t o be sent t o t h e f o r e i g n e x p o r t e r . I n a d d i t i o n t h e i m p o r t e r s h a l l r e c e i v e 
address l a b e l s t o be a f f i x e d by the f o r e i g n e x p o r t e r t o t h e consignment proposed t o 
be i m p o r t e d i n t o Belgium. 

The i m p o r t e r may t a k e p o s s e s s i o n o f the drugs o n l y upon p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
i m p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n and a f t e r v e r i f i c a t i o n by a competent o f f i c e r , who may take 
samples. T h i s o f f i c e r s h a l l r e t u r n t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e , 
which s h a l l i n f o r m t h e government o f t h e e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y t h a t t h e i m p o r t a t i o n has 
been completed, s t a t i n g t h e q u a n t i t i e s a c t u a l l y i m p o r t e d . 

A r t i c l e 4. - I f an i m p o r t e d consignment i s t o be s t o r e d i n a customs ware­
house, t h e r e q u e s t , t h e i m p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n , t h e i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e and the 
n o t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e government o f the e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y s h a l l each c o n t a i n an ex­
pre s s s t a t e m e n t t o t h a t e f f e c t . 

N a r c o t i c drugs s t o r e d i n a' customs warehouse may n o t be w i t h d r a w n t h e r e f r o m 
f o r r e t u r n t o t h e e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y o r f o r shipment t o ano t h e r c o u n t r y except on 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n p r o v i d e d f o r i n a r t i c l e 5 h e r e o f and an 
i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e . 

1/ The words here given in i t a l i c s should'be compared with the e a r l i e r wording, which retained the phrase "sale to the 
pharmacist" in place of "purchase by the pharmacist". 

21 Now the Ministry of Public Health and the Family. 
3' Now Minister of Public Health and the Family 



The owner o f drugs so s t o r e d may n o t w i t h d r a w them f o r consumption i n Belgium 
except by s p e c i a l a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

N a r c o t i c drugs s t o r e d i n a warehouse may n o t be s u b j e c t e d t o any o p e r a t i o n 
which m i g h t change t h e i r n a t u r e . Wrappings may be a l t e r e d o n l y w i t h t h e p r e v i o u s 
p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

A r t i c l e 5. - The e x p o r t a t i o n o f n a r c o t i c drugs i s s u b j e c t t o a p r e v i o u s 
. a u t h o r i z a t i o n by the M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h ^ ' . 

T h i s a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l be i s s u e d on a w r i t t e n r e q u e s t c o v e r i n g one con­
signment o n l y and c o n t a i n i n g a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d by a r t i c l e 3 f o r the 
i m p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n , and s h a l l be accompanied by an i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e i s s u e d by 
t h e government o f t h e c o u n t r y o f d e s t i n a t i o n and a t t e s t i n g t h a t i m p o r t a t i o n i s 
approved. 

The e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l g i v e t h e number and date o f i s s u e o f the im­
p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e , the a u t h o r i t y i s s u i n g i t , and t h e t i m e l i m i t f o r e x p o r t a t i o n . 

A copy o f t h e e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l a l s o be d e l i v e r e d t o the e x p o r t e r , 
and s h a l l accompany the consignment and be p r e s e n t e d t o t h e customs a t t h e t i m e o f 
e x p o r t a t i o n . A f u r t h e r copy s h a l l be sent by t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e t o the govern­
ment o f t h e c o u n t r y o f d e s t i n a t i o n , which w i l l r e t u r n i t upon c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e 
i m p o r t a t i o n , s t a t i n g t h e q u a n t i t i e s a c t u a l l y i m p o r t e d . 

Where n a r c o t i c drugs are t o be s t o r e d i n a customs warehouse i n t h e c o u n t r y 
o f d e s t i n a t i o n , the e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l c o n t a i n a s t a t e m e n t t o t h a t e f f e c t . 

CExcept f o r Belgian-made p r o d u c t s where t h e r e q u e s t f o r an e x p o r t a u t h o r i ­
z a t i o n i s s u b m i t t e d by t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r , t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s g r a n t e d o n l y f o r t h e 
e x p o r t a t i o n o f o f f i c i n a l o r n o n - o f f i c i n a l p r e p a r a t i o n s covered by t h i s Order or o f 
n a r c o t i c a l k a l o i d s e x p o r t e d i n normal q u a n t i t i e s as p a r t o f a s u p p l y o f medicaments. 
I n e x c e p t i o n a l cases i t may be i s s u e d i n o r d e r t o a l l o w d e a l e r s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
Belgium t o r e t u r n n a r c o t i c drugs t o t h e f o r e i g n f i r m s u p p l y i n g them. The r e s t r i c ­
t i o n s s e t f o r t h i n t h i s p a r a g r a p h s h a l l n o t apply t o p r o d u c t s s t o r e d i n a customs 
warehouse. Persons a u t h o r i z e d by t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e t o warehouse drugs may be 
r e q u i r e d t o f u r n i s h a s p e c i a l bqnd i n an amount t o be d e t e r m i n e d by the M i n i s t e r o f 
t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h i ' . ] 

(Royal Order o f 11 May 1933) 
A r t i c l e 5 b i s . - The e x p o r t a t i o n o f d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e o r i t s s a l t s , o r o f 

p r e p a r a t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e or i t s s a l t s , i s p r o h i b i t e d ; p r o v i d e d t h a t , 
a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e government o f a c o u n t r y which does n o t m a n u f a c t u r e t h e d r u g , 
t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e may a u t h o r i z e e x p o r t a t i o n t o t h a t c o u n t r y on c o n d i t i o n t h a t 
t h e r e q u e s t s h a l l be accompanied by an i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e and t h e consignment ad­
d r e s s e d t o t h e department o f government named i n t h a t c e r t i f i c a t e . 

( R oyal Order o f 20 October 1933)-' 
A r t i c l e 6. - Consignments o f n a r c o t i c drugs may o n l y be moved from one p a r t 

o f the c o u n t r y t o another d i r e c t l y by r a i l > v i a customs s t a t i o n s t o be d e t e r m i n e d by 
t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h i ' , accompanied by t h e copy o f t h e e x p o r t 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s s u e d by t h e e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y . The s a i d copy s h a l l be stamped by 
t h e s t a t i o n s o f a r r i v a l and d e p a r t u r e or by the customs o f f i c e s o f t h e p o r t s o f un­
l o a d i n g and l o a d i n g , as t h e case may be. Such s t a t i o n s o r p o r t s s h a l l n o t i f y t h e 
N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e o f the a r - r i v a l and d e p a r t u r e o f t h e consignment on a form t o be 
drawn up by t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h - ' . 

1/ Now Minister of Public Health and the Family 
2/ Two Royal Orders were issued on 20 October 1933, only one of which, that limiting and regulating the distribution of 

narcotic drugs, was superseded by the Royal Order of 20 September 1951 To avoid any confusion i t should be remembered 
that the decree relating to foreign trade issued on the same date is s t i l l in force. This explains why a r t i c l e 5 bis 
i s retained. 
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A c o n s i g n m e n t may n o t be d i v e r t e d to a s t a t i o n n o t i n d i c a t e d on t h e copy o f 
the e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n u n l e s s t h e d i v e r s i o n i s a u t h o r i z e d by a s p e c i a l d i v e r s i o n 
c e r t i f i c a t e b e a r i n g t h e o f f i c i a l stamp o f the d i v e r t i n g s t a t i o n . The N a r c o t i c s 
S e r v i c e s h a l l be n o t i f i e d o f s u c h d i v e r s i o n by t h a t s t a t i o n on a form to be drawn up 
by the M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h ^ ' . 

Where a c o n s i g n m e n t o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s i m p o r t e d f o r d i r e c t t r a n s i t by r a i l 
e n t e r s o r l e a v e s t h e c o u n t r y o r i s d i v e r t e d by s h i p , t h e customs o f f i c e o f t h e p o r t 
s h a l l a f f i x t h e stamp and n o t i f y t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e as p r o v i d e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g 
p a r a g r a p h s . 

The s p e c i a l d i v e r s i o n c e r t i f i c a t e s h a l l be i s s u e d by t h e government o f t h e 
e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y . D i v e r s i o n may a l s o be a u t h o r i z e d by the N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e on 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f an i m p o r t c e r t i f i c a t e i s s u e d by t h e c o u n t r y to w h i c h t h e consignment' 
i s t o be d i v e r t e d I n t h a t c a s e t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e s h a l l i n f o r m t h e government 
o f t h e e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r y o f t h e d i v e r s i o n , and t h e o r i g i n a l e x p o r t a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
( o r t h e d i v e r s i o n c e r t i f i c a t e ) s h a l l be r e t u r n e d to t h a t government. 

A r t i c l e 7. - Unused i m p o r t , e x p o r t , w a r e h o u s i n g and d i v e r s i o n a u t h o r i z a t i o n s 
s h a l l be r e t u r n e d to t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

A r t i c l e 8. - I m p o r t s and e x p o r t s o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s by m a i l a r e p r o h i b i t e d . i 
(As amended by t h e R e g e n t ' s O r d e r o f 10 March 1949.) ( 
A r t i c l e 9. - The customs o f f i c e s w h i c h may c o n t r o l i m p o r t s , e x p o r t s , d i r e c t 

t r a n s i t by r a i l and w a r e h o u s i n g s h a l l be d e t e r m i n e d by t h e M i n i s t e r o f F i n a n c e w i t h 
t h e agreement o f t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h i ' . 

A r t i c l e 10. - P e r s o n s a u t h o r i z e d to i m p o r t n a r c o t i c d r u g s s h a l l i n d i c a t e 
b e f o r e 1 O c t o b e r o f e a c h y e a r t h e a p p r o x i m a t e amount o f t h e i r r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r t h e 
f o l l o w i n g y e a r o f e a c h o f t h e s u b s t a n c e s d e a l t w i t h i n t h i s O r d e r , and s h a l l a t t h e 
r e q u e s t o f t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e g i v e t h e names o f t h e f o r e i g n f i r m s w h i c h a r e to 
s u p p l y them. They s h a l l s e n d to t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e n o t l a t e r t h a n 1 F e b r u a r y o f 
e a c h y e a r a s t a t e m e n t o f t h e s t o c k s i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n on 1 J a n u a r y . 

Chapter I I : Domestic trade 

A r t i c l e 10 b i s . - I t i s f o r b i d d e n to t r a d e i n o r m a n u f a c t u r e f o r t r a d e any 
p r o d u c t d e r i v e d from one o f t h e p h e n a n t h r e n e a l k a l o i d s o f opium o r o f t h e e c g o n i n e 
a l k a l o i d s o f c o c a l e a f w h i c h a t t h e d a t e o f t h i s O r d e r i s n o t b e i n g u s e d f o r m e d i c a l 
o r s c i e n t i f i c p u r p o s e s and t h e m e d i c a l o r s c i e n t i f i c v a l u e o f w h i c h h a s n o t been 
c o n c l u s i v e l y e s t a b l i s h e d to t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

( R o y a l O r d e r o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 3 . ) - ' 
A r t i c l e 11. - No p e r s o n may m a n u f a c t u r e , p o s s e s s , s e l l , o f f e r f o r s a l e , 

d e l i v e r o r a c q u i r e n a r c o t i c d r u g s w i t h o r w i t h o u t c o n s i d e r a t i o n u n l e s s he h a s f i r s t 
o b t a i n e d an a u t h o r i z a t i o n t h e r e f o r from t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h - . 
S u c h an a u t h o r i z a t i o n s h a l l n o t be t r a n s f e r a b l e and s h a l l be v a l i d f o r one y e a r o n l y ; 
i t may be w i t h d r a w n a t any t i m e and may be i s s u e d s u b j e c t t o a bond to be d e t e r m i n e d 
by t h e M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h ^ ' . I t s h a l l i n d i c a t e t h e p l a c e where 
the h o l d e r i s to c a r r y o u t t h e o p e r a t i o n s m e n t i o n e d . 

P h a r m a c i s t s k e e p i n g d i s p e n s a r i e s , open to t h e p u b l i c , and p h y s i c i a n s and 
v e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s a u t h o r i z e d to keep a s t o c k o f medicaments, s h a l l be h e r e b y 
a u t h o r i z e d a s a f o r e s a i d to t h e e x t e n t o f t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e i r d i s p e n s a r i e s o r 
s t o c k s ; p h y s i c i a n s and v e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s n o t k e e p i n g s t o c k s s h a l l a l s o be so 
a u t h o r i z e d w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s o f t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l r e q u i r e m e n t s a s l a i d down h e r e i n ­
a f t e r i n a r t i c l e 22. 

The f i r s t p a r a g r a p h s h a l l n o t a p p l y t o a c q u i s i t i o n o r p o s s e s s i o n by v i r t u e o f 
a m e d i c a l p r e s c r i p t i o n . 

1/ Now Minister of Public Health and the Family 
2/ As amended by the Royal Decree of 20 October 19-3-3, -article 1 
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A r t i c l e 11 b i s . • Persons authorized to manufacture n a r c o t i c drugs may not 
produce, in q u a n t i t i e s exceeding those to be communicated to them not before 10 
November of each year by the Narcotics S e r v i c e , the substances l i s t e d below and de­
f i n e d in a r t i c l e 1 ( 3 ) of the Geneva Convention of 13 J u l y 1931-': 

Group I. - Sub-group ( a ) 

( 1 ) Morphine and its s a l t s , and o f f i c i n a l or n o n - o f f i c i n a l preparations hav­
ing raw or medicinal opium as t h e i r base and containing more than 20 per cent of 
morphine; 

( 2 ) Diacetylmorphine and the other e s t e r s ( e t h e r s a l t s ) or morphine, and t h e i r 
s a l t s ; 

( 3 ) Cocaine and its s a l t s , o f f i c i n a l or n o n - o f f i c i n a l preparations having coca 
leaf as t h e i r base and containing more than 0.1 per cent of cocaine, a l l the e s t e r s 
of ecgonine and t h e i r s a l t s ; 

( 4 ) Dihydrooxycodeinone, dihydrocodeinone, dihydromorphinone, a c e t y l d i h y d r o -
codeinone or acetyldemethylodihydrothebaine, dihydromorphine, t h e i r e s t e r s , and the 
s a l t s of any of these substances or t h e i r e s t e r s , morphine-N-oxide and its compounds 
and other pentavalent nitrogen morphine compounds. 

Sub-group ( b ) 

Ecgonine, thebaine and t h e i r s a l t s , the e t h e r s of morphine, such as benzyl-
morphine, and t h e i r s a l t s , with the exception of methylmorphine, ethylmorphine and 
t h e i r sal.ts. 

Group I I 

Methylmorphine, ethylmorphine and t h e i r s a l t s . 
T h i s Order s h a l l apply to the substances mentioned above even if s y n t h e t i c a l l y 

produced. 
(Royal Order o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 4.) 
A r t i c l e 12. - Persons p o s s e s s i n g n a r c o t i c drugs f o r s a l e or s u p p l y s h a l l s t o r e 

them i n a l o c k e d c a b i n e t o r room r e s e r v e d f o r t h a t purpose o n l y . Access t o t h i s 
c a b i n e t or room s h a l l be a l l o w e d e x c l u s i v e l y f o r t he purpose o f c h e c k i n g or d i s p e n ­
s i n g d r u g s . A key ke p t i n a se a l e d envelope s h a l l be h e l d a t a l l t i m e s a t the d i s ­
p o s a l o f o f f i c e r s bound t o e n f o r c e t h i s Order. 

P h a r m a c i s t s k e e p i n g d i s p e n s a r i e s open t o the p u b l i c , and p h y s i c i a n s and v e t ­
e r i n a r y surgeons a u t h o r i z e d t o keep a s t o c k o f medicaments, may keep n a r c o t i c drugs 
i n t h e i r p o i s o n s c a b i n e t s . 

A r t i c l e 13. - With t h e e x c e p t i o n o f raw opium and coca l e a f , n a r c o t i c drugs 
may n o t be possessed, s u p p l i e d , i m p o r t e d , e x p o r t e d , t r a n s p o r t e d or caused t o be t r a n s ­
p o r t e d e x c e p t i n g l a s s or m e t a l c o n t a i n e r s b e a r i n g i n l e g i b l e c h a r a c t e r s t h e name o f 
the substance o r p r e p a r a t i o n as l i s t e d i n a r t i c l e 1 o f t h i s Order. 

Such c o n t a i n e r s s h a l l a l s o c a r r y a s p e c i a l o r a n g e - r e d l a b e l b e a r i n g a d e a t h ' s -
head and t h e words ''POISON--VERGIFT" p r i n t e d i n conspicuous b l a c k c h a r a c t e r s . 

No person may t r a n s p o r t or cause t o be t r a n s p o r t e d n a r c o t i c drugs except i n 
c o n t a i n e r s c o n s p i c u o u s l y and l e g i b l y marked w i t h t he names and addresses o f the 
sender and t h e r e c i p i e n t . 

A r t i c l e 14. - I t i s f o r b i d d e n t o t r a n s p o r t n a r c o t i c drugs on b e h a l f o f a per­
son n o t a u t h o r i z e d under t h i s Order. 

A r t i c l e 15. - I t i s f o r b i d d e n t o s e l l , o f f e r f o r s a l e or d e l i v e r n a r c o t i c 
drugs t o persons o t h e r than those a u t h o r i z e d i n accordance w i t h a r t i c l e 11. 

- As amended by the Royal Order of 20 October 1933, a r t i c l e 3 (the wording is d i f f e r e n t ) . 
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No person o t h e r than a p h a r m a c i s t k e e p i n g a d i s p e n s a r y open t o the p u b l i c may 
s e l l , o f f e r f o r s a l e or s u p p l y n a r c o t i c d r u g s , w i t h or w i t h o u t c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t o a 
p h y s i c i a n o r v e t e r i n a r y surgeon whether k e e p i n g a s t o c k or n o t . 

A r t i c l e 16. - D e l i v e r i e s o f n a r c o t i c drugs may be made o n l y upon p r e s e n t a t i o n 
o f an o r d e r d a t e d and si g n e d by the a u t h o r i z e d p u r c h a s e r , r 

The form o f t h e p h a r m a c i s t ' s o r d e r s h a l l be d e t e r m i n e d by the M i n i s t e r o f the" 
I n t e r i o r and o f H e a l t h - ' . Each p h a r m a c i s t s.hall p r o c u r e books o f such o r d e r forms 
from the N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . No o t h e r form o f o r d e r may be used. 

D e a l e r s a u t h o r i z e d t o s u p p l y n a r c o t i c drugs t o p h a r m a c i s t s s h a l l r e m i t each 
month t o the N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e t h e "C" s t u b s o f t h e o r d e r s they have f i l l e d d u r i n g 
the p a s t month. 

A r t i c l e 17. - A l l persons p o s s e s s i n g n a r c o t i c drugs s h a l l r e c o r d i n a s p e c i a l 
r e g i s t e r , t he pages o f which s h a l l be p r e v i o u s l y numbered and i n i t i a l e d by t h e burgo­
master or the c h i e f o f p o l i c e , t h e q u a n t i t i e s o f each d r u g i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n . 

They s h a l l e n t e r d a i l y i n t h i s r e g i s t e r , w i t h o u t b l a n k spaces or i n t e r l i n e ­
a t i o n , t h e q u a n t i t i e s a c q u i r e d , s o l d or used i n p r e p a r a t i o n s or ma n u f a c t u r e . A sep­
a r a t e page s h a l l be devoted t o each p r o d u c t ; the amounts r e c e i v e d and expended s h a l l 
be t o t a l l e d a t the end o f each month. Any l o s s r e s u l t i n g from t h e f t or breakage 
s h a l l be r e p o r t e d i m m e d i a t e l y t o the N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e and t o t h e competent i n s p e c t o r 
o f pharmacies. 

P h a r m a c i s t s k e e p i n g d i s p e n s a r i e s open t o t h e p u b l i c s h a l l be a u t h o r i z e d , f o r 
the purpose o f s a l e on p r e s c r i p t i o n , t o r e c o r d i n the s p e c i a l r e g i s t e r o n l y t h e 
monthly t o t a l drugs dispensed and r e c o r d e d i n d e t a i l f o r t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g month i n 
the p r e s c r i p t i o n s book. 

The s p e c i a l r e g i s t e r , i n v o i c e s , w r i t t e n r e q u e s t s and o t h e r r e l e v a n t documents 
s h a l l be h e l d f o r t e n ye a r s a t t h e d i s p o s a l o f t h e j u d i c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s and t h e 
o f f i c e r s bound t o e n f o r c e t h e Act o f 24 February 1921. 

A r t i c l e 18. - I n d u s t r i a l f i r m s and p h a r m a c i s t s u s i n g n a r c o t i c drugs f o r t h e 
purpose o f e x t r a c t i n g t h e i r a l k a l o i d s or c o n v e r t i n g them i n t o p h a r m a c e u t i c a l p r e ­
p a r a t i o n s s h a l l r e c o r d such o p e r a t i o n s i n a s p e c i a l m a n u f a c t u r i n g r e g i s t e r . 

The f o l l o w i n g p a r t i c u l a r s s h a l l be e n t e r e d i n t h i s r e g i s t e r : t he q u a n t i t i e s 
o f raw m a t e r i a l s used i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n , w i t h t he d a t e o f t h e i r use; the q u a n t i t i e s 
o f substances governed by a r t i c l e 1 which a re m a n u f a c t u r e d , w i t h t h e i r a l k a l o i d con­
t e n t and t h e dat e o f despatch; t h e q u a n t i t i e s used i n manufacture o f p r e p a r a t i o n s n o t 
covered by t h i s Order and t h e i r a l k a l o i d c o n t e n t ; and any l o s s e s o c c u r r i n g i n 
man u f a c t u r e . 

P r e p a r a t i o n s governed by a r t i c l e 1 o f t h i s Order s h a l l be p l a c e d i n c o n t a i n e r s 
so marked and numbered as t o be i m m e d i a t e l y i d e n t i f i a b l e . 

Any l o s s e s o c c u r r i n g i n manufacture o r r e s u l t i n g from t h e f t o r breakage s h a l l 
be i m m e d i a t e l y r e p o r t e d t o t h e N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e and to. the competent i n s p e c t o r o f 
pharmacies. 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s s h a l l n o t i f y t he N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e i n q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t s o f t h e 
q u a n t i t i e s o f raw m a t e r i a l s used and t h e q u a n t i t i e s o f f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t s m a n u f a c t u r e d 
and s o l d . 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s s h a l l a t t a c h t o t h e i r q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t s , f o r each l o t o f raw 
m a t e r i a l , a copy o f a c e r t i f i e d a n a l y s i s by an e x p e r t r e c o g n i z e d by the N a r c o t i c s 
S e r v i c e . 

( R o y a l Order o f 20 October 1933.)?' 
A r t i c l e 19. -

1. A p h a r m a c i s t k e e p i n g a d i s p e n s a r y open t o the p u b l i c may dispense n a r c o t i c d r u g s 
o n l y upon p r e s e n t a t i o n o f an o r i g i n a l p r e s c r i p t i o n w r i t t e n , dated and s i g n e d by a 
p h y s i c i a n , a v e t e r i n a r y surgeon or a q u a l i f i e d d e n t i s t ( l i c e n c i e en s c i e n c e d e n t a i r e ) . 

Now Minister of Public Health and the Family. 
2/ ' 
- See note 2, page 4. 
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The p r e s c r i p t i o n s h a l l c o n t a i n , l e g i b l y w r i t t e n , t h e f u l l name and address o f t h e 
s i g n a t o r y and, s p e l t o u t i n f u l l , t he number o f ampoules, c a c h e t s , t a b l e t s , g r a n u l e s , 
c a p s u l e s , p i l l s , powders, and t h e l i k e . 
2. The p r e s c r i p t i o n may be renewed o n l y i f the p r a c t i t i o n e r has s p e l t o u t t h e r e i n 
i n f u l l the number o f r e newals a u t h o r i z e d and the i n t e r v a l s between them. The 
p h a r m a c i s t s h a l l r e c o r d each renewal c l e a r l y i n i n k on t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n form and i n 
the p r e s c r i p t i o n s book; 

Provided that a pharmacist may without medical authorization renew p r e s c r i p ­
t i o n s f o r preparations containing l e s s than 0.2 per cent of morphine or its s a l t s . 
A r t i c l e 26 governs such renewals. The pharmacist s h a l l record a l l such transactions 
on the same day in the p r e s c r i p t i o n s book, g i v i n g the name of the purchaser and the 
number of the o r i g i n a l p r e s c r i p t i o n . 
3. Upon r e c e i p t o f a w r i t t e n , d a t e d and s i g n e d r e q u e s t a p h a r m a c i s t may i s s u e n a r ­
c o t i c drugs t o t h e d i r e c t o r o f a s c i e n t i f i c l a b o r a t o r y a u t h o r i z e d by t h e N a r c o t i c s 
S e r v i c e . 

(Amended by the Royal Order o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 5.) 
A r t i c l e 20. - A p h a r m a c i s t may a t h i s d i s c r e t i o n s u p p l y , by way o f e x c e p t i o n 

and as an emergency medicament, t i n c t u r e o f opium, Sydenham's laudanum, and Dover's 
powder. The q u a n t i t y s u p p l i e d i n such a case may n o t exceed 2.5 g. o f any o f these 
substances. The p h a r m a c i s t s h a l l r e c o r d a l l such i s s u e s on t h e same day i n the 
r e g i s t e r r e q u i r e d by a r t i c l e 17 and i n the p r e s c r i p t i o n s book, i n d i c a t i n g t h e name 
o f the p u r c h a s e r . 

No substance or p r e p a r a t i o n i n t e n d e d f o r use by a c h i l d under t h r e e y e a r s o f 
age and c o n t a i n i n g any amount, however s m a l l , o f any o f the substances t o which t h i s 
W)rder a p p l i e s may be d i s p e n s e d w i t h o u t a s p e c i a l m e d i c a l p r e s c r i p t i o n i n each case. 
) A r t i c l e 21. - Any p erson p r o c u r i n g or a t t e m p t i n g t o p r o c u r e n a r c o t i c drugs 
by means o f a f o r g e d p r e s c r i p t i o n , r e q u e s t or s i g n a t u r e , or by any o t h e r f r a u d u l e n t 
means, s h a l l be l i a b l e t o the p e n a l t i e s p r e s c r i b e d i n a r t i c l e 28 h e r e o f . 

A r t i c l e 22. - P h y s i c i a n s and v e t e r i n a r y surgeons, whether o r no t a u t h o r i z e d t o 
t o keep a s t o c k o f medicaments, may o b t a i n n a r c o t i c drugs o n l y by a s i g n e d and d a t e d 
o r d e r from a p h a r m a c i s t e s t a b l i s h e d i n the p r o v i n c e and k e e p i n g a d i s p e n s a r y open t o 
t h e p u b l i c . 

The p h a r m a c i s t s h a l l keep a s e p a r a t e r e c o r d o f such i s s u e s and s h a l l send a 
t r u e copy o f such r e c o r d s each month t o the N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e . 

Except f o r an o p e r a t i o n or i n an emergency a p h y s i c i a n n o t k e e p i n g s t o c k s o f 
medicaments may a d m i n i s t e r o n l y n a r c o t i c drugs s p e c i a l l y p r e s c r i b e d f o r and purchased 
by t h e p a t i e n t . 

Any p h y s i c i a n or v e t e r i n a r y surgeon who a c q u i r e s a n n u a l l y a t o t a l o f more t h a n 
t h i r t y grammes o f morphine, whether alone or i n t h e form o f s a l t s or c o n t a i n e d i n p r e ­
p a r a t i o n s , o r t h i r t y grammes o f d i h y d r o m o r p h i n e , d i h y d r o m o r p h i n o n e , h y d r o c o d e i n o n e , 
d i h y d r o o x y c o d e i n o n e or a c e t y l d e m e t h y l o d i h y d r o t h e b a i n e , or t e n grammes o f c o c a i n e or 
i t s s a l t s , o r f i v e grammes o f d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e or i t s s a l t s , or who p r o c u r e s n a r c o t i c 
drugs from s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t p h a r m a c i s t s , s h a l l , i f so i n s t r u c t e d by the N a r c o t i c s 
S e r v i c e or the i n s p e c t o r o f pharmacies by r e g i s t e r e d l e t t e r , keep the s p e c i a l r e c o r d s 
p r o v i d e d f o r i n a r t i c l e 17 and i n c l u d e each day t h e names o f the p a t i e n t s . 

A r t i c l e 23. - Any p h y s i c i a n , v e t e r i n a r y surgeon or q u a l i f i e d d e n t i s t p r e s c r i b ­
i n g or a c q u i r i n g e x c e s s i v e amounts o f n a r c o t i c drugs may.be r e q u i r e d t o j u s t i f y t h e i r 
use t o a p h y s i c i a n r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e competent p r o v i n c i a l m e d i c a l committee, a s s i s t e d 
by the i n s p e c t o r o f pharmacies. 

(Amended by Royal Order o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 6.) 
Any p r a c t i t i o n e r who n e e d l e s s l y p r e s c r i b e s , a d m i n i s t e r s o r p r o c u r e s n a r c o t i c 

d r u g s * i n such a manner as t o c r e a t e , p e r p e t u a t e or a g g r a v a t e d r u g a d d i c t i o n s h a l l be 
l i a b l e t o t h e p e n a l t i e s p r o v i d e d by t h e Act o f 24 February 1921, w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e 
t o the a p p l i c a t i o n o f a r t i c l e 402 and s u c c e e d i n g a r t i c l e s o f the Penal Code. 
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A r t i c l e 24. - P h y s i c i a n s , v e t e r i n a r y s u r g e o n s and qualified dentists a r e f o r ­
b i d d e n t o p r e s c r i b e or d i s p e n s e uncompounded morphine, c o c a i n e , d i a c e t y l m o r p h i n e or 
t h e i r s a l t s . 

(Amended by R o y a l O r d e r o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 7.) 
A r t i c l e 25. - I t s h a l l be t h e du t y o f i n s p e c t o r s o f p h a r m a c i e s and r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i v e s o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l m e d i c a l committee t o e n f o r c e i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f the j u d i c i a l 
p o l i c e t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f the A c t o f 24 F e b r u a r y 1921 and o f the o r d e r s made 
t h e r e u n d e r . 

They may e n t e r any d i s p e n s a r y , s t o r e , shop or o t h e r p r e m i s e s u s e d f o r t h e s a l e 
or s u p p l y o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s d u r i n g a l l h o u r s when s u c h p r e m i s e s a r e open t o t h e p u b l i c . 

They may a l s o e n t e r a s t o r e h o u s e annexed t o any s u c h d i s p e n s a r y , s t o r e o r shop 
a t t he same h o u r s , even i f s u c h s t o r e h o u s e i s not open to t h e p u b l i c . 

They may a l s o v i s i t a t any time any p r e m i s e s u s e d f o r the m a n u f a c t u r e o r p r e ­
p a r a t i o n o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s . 

They s h a l l r e q u i r e t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n p r e s c r i b e d i n a r t i c l e 11 o f t h i s O r d e r to 
be p r o d u c e d f o r i n s p e c t i o n . I f t h i s a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s n o t p r o d u c e d or has e x p i r e d , 
t h e d r u g s s h a l l be s e i z e d . I f the a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s i n o r d e r , t h e i n s p e c t i n g o f f i c e r s 
s h a l l s a t i s f y t h e m s e l v e s that, t he p r e s c r i b e d r e g i s t e r s have been p r o p e r l y k e p t and 
r e c o r d t h e q u a n t i t i e s o f d r u g s a c t u a l l y i n hand. 

They s h a l l t a k e s a m p l e s f o r e x a m i n a t i o n o f any s u s p i c i o u s p r o d u c t s . 
A r t i c l e 26. - S i x months a f t e r t h e e n t r y i n t o f o r c e o f t h i s O r d e r , p h a r m a c i s t s 

k e e p i n g open d i s p e n s a r i e s need no l o n g e r keep f o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f s a l e on p r e s c r i p ­
t i o n t h e d r u g r e g i s t e r s p r e s c r i b e d i n a r t i c l e 17. 

P r o v i d e d t h a t t he N a r c o t i c s S e r v i c e may, on a r e p o r t from t h e i n s p e c t o r o f 
p h a r m a c i e s , c o n t i n u e o r r e i n s t a t e t he s a i d d u t y . 

S u ch d e c i s i o n s h a l l be communicated t o t h e p h a r m a c i s t by r e g i s t e r e d l e t t e r . 

Chapter I I I . - P e n a l t i e s 

A r t i c l e 27. - O f f e n c e s a g a i n s t t h i s O r d e r s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d by m i n u t e s i n ­
d i c a t i n g a prima-facie c a s e . A copy o f s u c h m i n u t e s s h a l l be communicated to t h e 
d e f e n d a n t . 

A r t i c l e 28. - O f f e n c e s a g a i n s t t h i s O r d e r s h a l l be p u n i s h e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e A c t o f 24 F e b r u a r y 1921, w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e to the p e n a l t i e s p r e s c r i b e d by t h e 
P e n a l Code. 

A r t i c l e 29. - The R o y a l D e c r e e o f 6 September 1921 i s h e r e b y r e p e a l e d . 
A r t i c l e 30. - The M i n i s t e r o f t h e I n t e r i o r and o f J i e a l t h i ' s h a l l e n f o r c e 

t h i s O r d e r . 

REGENT'S ORDER OF II FEBRUARY 19^6 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e t r a d e i n and s a l e o f c e r t a i n 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t o x i c s u b s t a n c e s 
(Moniteur beige, 21 F e b r u a r y 1946) 

A r t i c l e 1. - A r t i c l e 11 and a r t i c l e s 12 to 26 o f the R o y a l O r d e r o f 31 
December 1930 r e l a t i n g t o t h e t r a f f i c i n s o p o r i f i c and n a r c o t i c s u b s t a n c e s s h a l l 
a p p l y t o : 

( 1 ) p h e n y l a m i n o p r o p a n e ; 
( 2 ) p h e n y l m e t h y l a m i n o p r o p a n e , 

and p r e p a r a t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g them. 
(Amended by R o y a l O r d e r o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 8.) 

Now Minister of Public Health and the Family. 



A r t i c l e 2. - W i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e to t h e d u t i e s or powers o f t h e j u d i c i a l p o l i c e 
o r to t h e e v i d e n t i a l v a l u e g i v e n to t h e i r m i n u t e s by e x i s t i n g s t a t u t e s o r r e g u l a t i o n s , 
i t s h a l l be t h e d u t y o f i n s p e c t o r s o f p h a r m a c i e s t o e n f o r c e t h e p r e c e d i n g p r o v i s i o n s . 

A r t i c l e 3. - O f f e n c e s a g a i n s t t h e s e p r o v i s i o n s s h a l l be p u n i s h e d i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e A c t o f 24 F e b r u a r y 1921. 

A r t i c l e h. - The M i n i s t e r o f P u b l i c H e a l t h s h a l l e n f o r c e t h i s O r d e r , w h i c h 
s h a l l e n t e r i n t o f o r c e on 16 F e b r u a r y 1946. 

G i v e n a t B r u s s e l s , 11 F e b r u a r y 1946. 

ENACTMENTS REPEALED 

(by t h e R o y a l O r d e r o f 20 September 1951, a r t i c l e 9) 

A r t i c l e 9. - The f o l l o w i n g e n a c t m e n t s a r e h e r e b y r e p e a l e d : 
1. The R o y a l O r d e r o f 21 A p r i l 1931 amending t h e R o y a l O r d e r o f 31 December 1930; 
2. The R o y a l O r d e r o f 20 O c t o b e r 1933 r e s t r i c t i n g t h e m a n u f a c t u r e and r e g u l a t i n g 
th e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s - ' ' 
3. The R e g e n t ' s O r d e r o f 9 March 1948 a p p l y i n g t h e Geneva C o n v e n t i o n o f 1925 r e ­
l a t i n g t o n a r c o t i c d r u g s ; 
4. The R e g e n t ' s O r d e r o f 9 March 1949 a d d i n g d i h y d r o d e s o x y m o r p h i n e , i t s s a l t s , and 
p r e p a r a t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g i t or i t s s a l t s t o t h e l i s t o f n a r c o t i c d r u g s s u b j e c t 
to c o n t r o l . 

~' Two Royal Orders were issued on 20 October 1933, only one of which, that limiting and regulating the distribution of nar­
cotic drugs, was superseded by the Royal Order of 20 September 1951. To avoid any confusion it should be remembered 
that the decree relating to foreign trade issued on the same date is s t i l l in force. 
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