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II.{PLEI4E1{TATIOII 0F THE DECLAIATIOI'I ON THE GRANTING OF INDXPENDENCE
TO COLOI\IIAL COUIITITIES AND PEOPLES

THE POLICIES OF APAFTHNID OF THX GOVXNNMEI{T Otr' SOUTH AJ'RICA

QUTSTION OF N.AMIBIA

Rer:ort of the Secretar..f-General

1. 3y paragraph l"f of resolution 2671 f (xx\j) of B December 1970, the General
Assembly requested the Secretary-General :

".,.. to convene, early in lg',a, a. joint meeting of the Special Connittee o!
Apartheid, the SpeciaL Conrmittee on ttie Situation with regard to the
Imolementation of the Declaration on the Granting of fnCependence to
colonial couatries anrr. Peoples and .he unitcd liaiions coupcil for lramibia,
in crder to consider the interrel_ationships of the problens of southern
Africa and. to propose mcasures for qreater co-ordination :t-nd more effective
acLion, so that the three olgans can ta_he the resulrs of the neeting into
account in their prograrnnes of workr'.

?. rn cornpliance r,ri-r,h the above request, the secretary-General convened the first
joint meeting of the three organs at Headquaaters on 3 May 19TL. Having held four
meetings, betveen 3 and 5 l.{ay, in tbe course of which a number of suggestions and

proposals were put forward. by the participants, the Joint i.{eeting ap1reed., inter
alia, to meet again at a later d.ate with a vielr to consid.ering the various
proposals and su€5gestions.

3. The second session of the Joint l.leeting, consisting of five meetings, was held
betveen 23 August and 13 Septenrber 19?1. At the 9th meetin61, on f3 Septerber, the
Joint I'leeting adopted a consensus, th-^ text of which was transmitted. to the
Secretary-General by the Chairrcan of the meeting.
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[. In conp]iance with the request contained in paragrap]r 10 of the consensus'

theattachedtextoftheconsensusasvellaSthechairmanlsletteroftranstr}ittal
is hereby being distributed for the information of the members of the General

Assembly.
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Letter of Transmittaf

15 September 1971

sir,
T have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a consensus by the

Joint l{eeting of the special conmittee on Aparthei{, the special conrnittee
on the situation with regard to the rnprementation of the Decr-aration on the
Granting of rndependence to coloniaf countries and pecples and the united
Nations councir for Namibia, adoptecl at the 9th meeting on 13 september 19?1.

I shoufd like to draw your attention in particular to paragraph 10
of the text whereby "The Joint lrleeting requests the Secretary_General to
convey this consensus to the General Assenbly, at its twenty-sixth session,
and to other United Nations organs and the special-ized agencies".

Accept, Sir, the assut:ances of ny highest consideration.

(slenea) E,o. oGBU
Ctr airman of the ninth meeting

of the Joint Xleeting

Iiis Excelleney
U Thant
Secretary-General

of the United liations
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ttee on d" the
q!!CC&i_9r__Eg__I9EgIg, !_9_lhe__I.pl9l1Ent-Cl!9l-cf the
Declaration on the Gfan!:frr of InCependen"

g4d p.e9p!9g__e!g-!}r9_-!rnited lr'Iations Council r /-;-;--; -:t-il::- ^; _gfor lla'nibia at the 9th neeting on 13 Sept€l&9a 1

Pursuant to the provisions of paragranh ll of Geueral Assembly resolution

A5T1 F (XXI/), the Speciat Corrynittee on Alartheid, the Special Conmittee on the

situation with regard to the Inplementation of the Declaration cn the Granting

of Independence to colonial countries and Peoples and the united l{ations council

for litamibia beld two sessions of the Joint Meeting, from 3 to J ltlay 1!11' and

from 23 August to 13 September L97I, at wl1i ch they considered the interrelationships

of the problems of southern Africa and neasures for greater co-ordination and more

effective action. After extensive and fruitful discussions, the Joint Meetini

arrived at the :eol1or,ring consensus:

1. The Joint Meeting acknowled€les the inportarce of periodic consultations

among the three bodies and reeomiencls that ioint neetings shoul"d be heid

from time to time, as desirable, jn order to continue consideration of the

int errelationships of the Droblens of southern Africa vith a view to achieving

greater co-ordination and more effective action.

2. The Joint l'leeting considers that appropriate procedural arrangements

should be institrrted to ensure that during the General AssenbLy sessions

southern African probleros are studied and debated in their fu1] perspective

and not split and distributed amon45 various comrittees of the Assenbly. To

this end, the Joint l.4eeting recounends that the General Assenbly either direct

af} matters relating to the racial and colonial problens of southern Africa

to the Special Political Committee, the Fourth Counittee and the

rl_
- l-ne re1;res€ntalave or yglglggb stated for the record that-his del-egation

ffas unable to agree to the adoption of the consensus since most of its provfslons

Consensus Jo

r+ent beyond the Joint l{eetingrs terins of reference, as lrovided in General Assembly

resoiution 26?1 F (xxv) . f'urther details of the state$ent b;v the representative of
Venezuela nay be found in the sunmary recorC of the 9th meeting (A/AC.15\/SR.9).
The re:resentative of the lvorv Coast vished to ha'/e the reservations of his
aelegalion recor:ded in resaia to certain parts of the consensus vhich, it
maintained., vent beyond the Joint l''leeting's terms of reference' The representative

tte the

of l4adaeascar e-lso expressed reservations.
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Third Conrnittee, as Lhe case rnay be, or hold joint meetirgs of thcse

Cornnittees on matters of cornmon concern.

3. The Joint Meeting acknowlecges the desirability of co-ordinated action

by the threc boclies, as aporolri3te, in fact-findi16 n-issions, hearings or

petitioners and conduct of special studies with g view to lationalizing their
efforts and obtaining rnaximum results'
\. The Joint I{eeting proposes that the presiding officers of the three

bodies, or their repre sent at ives " sllould. conducL pcriodic cansultations in

order to:
(a) Ensure tha.t each of the three bodies is kept constantly informed

of the activities of the others in areas which are relevant to its mand.ate i

(b) Co-ordinate the activities of the three bodies in establishing

fact-finding missions, arranging hearings of netitioners and conducting

studies on the proposal oi any of three bodies on subjects of connon interest;
(") Consider and recomrnend for the consideration of the three bodies

other appropriate measures for co-ordination and subnission of Joint or

para1lel reconnendations to the General Assernbly and the security ccuncil on

matters of conrnon interest: and

(a) Convene joint n'reetings of the three bodies from time to time as

rpfGrr.-d l.^ ia nararrAnh 1.

5. The Joint Meeting recognizes the desirability of having competent

subsidiary organs of the United llations adopt a consistent policy on matters

relating to southern Africa and recorcmends that such organs be requested to

consider inviting representatives of the three bodies, as appropriate ' to

particilate in their deliberations.
6, The Joint l4eeting consid.ers further that the r^'idest disseninati.on of

information on the evils and dangers of colonialism' apartheid and racial
discrimination in southern Africa, and of the activities of the three bodies'

is of utmost inportance in ensuring the effectiveness of the united l{ations

efforts to resolve the situation i-n the area. Tt considers it essential

that the Organizatlon ol African Unity, the liberation movements and no]l-

governmental organizations concerned should be kept adequately informed of

the activities of the three bodies and that efforts should be intensified,
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by a-ll- appropriate means, to promote an international campaign against
colonialisu, alartheid and racial- discrinination in southern Africa with
the co-operaticn of Governnents, intergoverrutental agencies and- non-
governi:rental organi zati.ons.

7. The Joint l4eeting viIl continue the examination of substantive problems
of southern .A.frica at subsequent sessions. However, the question of Namibia
vas raised in vie' of the i.r:rpending security council debate on that question.
rn view of the urgency of the matter, the Joint t4eeting recorurend.s that the
security council should take effective and positive measures in furtherance
of General Assemb.ly resol_utions 21)+5 (XXI) and 22L8 (S-V) and the decisions
of the Security Couneil itself, and in the l-ight of the recent advisory
opinion of the rnternational court of Justice vhich confirmed the illegality'
of South Africars occupation of Narnibia.
8. The Joint t4eeting suggests that the Secretary-General consider
anpropriate arrangenents for intensifying and co-ordinating research,
inforrnation and publicity on southern Africa, taking into account the
sug6estions rnrde during the Joint Meeting.

9. The Joint lieeting recoamends that'the presiding officers of the three
bodies or their representatives advise tbe secretary-General fron tirne to
tirae on the promotion of publicity pertaining to .urobleas of southern
Africa and 6n the efforts of the United itrations to deal rdth then.
10. The Joint Meeting requests the Secretary-Generaf to convey this
consensus to the General Assembly at its tventy-sixth session and to other
Unfted. ilattons organs and the specialized agencies.




