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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, at its 1843rd plerary meeting, on 15 September 1970,

allocated to the Third Committee agenda item 48 entitled "Housing, building and
planning: report of the Secrstary-General'.

2. The Committee had before 1t a report by the Secretary-General (ﬂ/SOﬁT) on

problems and priorities in human settlewents.

b
-

FRCCEEDINGS TN TEE THIRD CUOMMITTEL

A. Dra’t resclution and amendments

5. AT the 1820th meeting of the Third Committee, cn 11 December, the
representative of Pakistan made an introductery statement stressing the impeortence

of the subject and introduced, on behalf of the delegations of Afghanistan, ®razil,

Chile, Cclombia, Ethiopia, Finlend, Ghana, Greece, Guyans, Honduras, India,

Indcnesia, Iran, Kenys, Libys, Norway, Morocco, Nigeria, Bwarda, Saudi Arabia,

Somalia, the Sudan, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobage, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia

and Zembia, a draft resointion (A/C.3/L.18%6/Rev.l) entitled "Housing, building

and planning”. Subsequently the delegations of Cogta Rica, Denmark,

the Dominicar Republic, Gabon, Mali and Niger joined in sponsoring the draft

regclution, which read as follows:
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"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resclutions 2036 (XX) and 2598 (XX1V),

"Mindful of the dedication of the Covernments on the threshold of the
1970Us to create conditions of social justice, stability and well-being for

gll and to ensure a minimum standard of living consistent with human
dignity through economic and sccizl progress and development,

"Further recalling paragraph 7L of the International Develcopment
Strategy for the Second United ‘Nations Development Decade ;/ relating
to the policy measures in the housing sector,

"Congidering that a greater effort needs to be wade to provide
effective international assistance for the improvement of the situation
with regard to housing and human settlemente in most develcoping
countries,

"Bearing in mind that the United Nations International Seminar on
Improvement of Slums and Uncontrolled Settlements held in Medellin,
Colcmbia, in February-March 1970, has identified the problem of human
settlements as one which reguires national and international solutions
through the adoption of a global strategy,

"Noting the report of the Secretary-General contained in document
A/IOBT on the problems and priorities in human settlements,

"1. Recomzends that Member States, with assistance, upon request,
of the United Nations bodies concerned and in the context of their
over-all economic and sccial development planning, formulate definite
and long-term housing, building and planning policies and programmes
for the improvement of human settlerents devoting particular attention
to:

(a) Comprehensive measures to solve the problems of rapid
urbanization, housing and uncontrolled human settlements, thereby

achieving more national urban growth patterns;

(b} Steps for a rapid and significant improvement of housing,
community facilities and environmental sanitation in rural areas;

(e) Application of comprehensive planning approaches to integrate

the physical, economic, social and administrative aspects for improvement

of human settlements in both rural and urban aress;

(d) Evolution and application of regional planning for balanced
rural and urban development, especially in developing countriee;

Gereral fssembly resolution 2626 (XXV) of 2b October 1970.
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{e) Development of building industry and building technology,
including research and training;

(f) Review, if necessary, ¢f the legislative framework governing
and tenure, transfer of land and buildings In urban and rural areas; and
the planning of over-all patterns of land use and appropriate
Infrastructural facilities;

"2, Further recommends that Member States and the United Nations
organizations concerned undertake the follcowing measures for the
amelioration of the conditions in the field of hcuging and human
settlements:

{a) The elaboration by each country of its national policies and
programes for develcopment of housing and human settlements network during
the 197085, fully integrated into national development plans, including,
if necessary, the elaboration of legal, 1nstitutionel and physical
arrangements relating to urban and rurel land use;

(b) The establishment of national and regionsl centres for studies
in planning, deslgning, social and administrative aspects and experiments
in low-cost housing techniques and activities, including increasing use
and application of indigenous and, as appropriate, new building materials
and local skills;

(¢} The develovment of national institutions for training in
regional and physical planning, housing and building;

{d) The acceleration of domestic savings through the establishment
of appropriate financial practices and specialized institutions, including
co-operatives, for financing the housing and ccnstruction sector;

(e) Measures for environmental improvement, particularly those
that shape the future structure of human settlements;

{f) Expansion of low-cost housing, through both public and private
programmes and on a self-help basies, including co-operatives; and the
advancement of pilot and demonstration projects on such housing;

"%, Invites developed countries snd the international organizations
concerned, especially the financial institutions, to provide during the
18708, increased assistance - technical as well as financial - to
developing ccuntriees for the purposes enumerated in paragraph 2 of this
resolution in accordance with the priorities they have determined for
their development;

"4, Purther invites the Econcmic and Social Council and the Committee
on Housing, Building and Planning to consider additional innovative
approaches for the improvement of housing and huran settlements;
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"5, Reécommends that in the elaboration of the work pProgrammes
in the field of nou51ng, bulldlﬂf and planning within the United Wations
and ite specialized agencies, parbticular ettention bhe paid to programmes
aud preojects of interesgt to develcoping countries;

"6, Requests the Jecretary-Genersl also to make availlable to the
~ Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment his report contained in document A/8057;

"7. Considers that the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning
should play a major role in the formulation and co-ordination of the
United Naticns programmes and projects relating to the problems of
housing amd humen settlements as well us & catalytic role in their
implementation and, as such} it shouwld be strengthened as a matter of
high prierity both by a greater allocation of resources znd by additionsl
pefsonnel:

"§.  Further considers that it is desirsble to strengthen regionsl
€Q- operatlon in the fle;d of heusing, bullding and planning;

. ”9, Reqﬁréfi’the Secretary-Ceneral +o submit to the General Assenbly
through the Econowic and Social Council, as soon as possible, an analytical
review and progress report on the jmplementation of this resolution,

tzking full sdvantage of the preparatory work for the United Nations
‘Conference cn the Human Fnvirornment."

L.. The representative of the United Kingdom cf Great Sritain and Northern

 Ireland on behalf of his delegstion and those of Australis, Japen and the

United States of America introduced amendments (A/C.%/L.1848) to the draft

resolution whieh called for:

(a) The replacewent of the word "and", between "Member States" and "the
United Nations organizaticns concerned”, by the worde "with the assistance, upecn
request, of" in paragraph 2;

(b} The insertion, between the words "the following measures” and "for the
emelioration of", of the words "where appropriate’ in paragraph 2;

(¢) The replacement, in the third line, of the word "increased” by the word
"appropriate” in operative paragraph 3;

(d) The deletion of the words "as well as a catalytic role” to the end of

operative paragraph 7.
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R. Voting
5. At the 1520th meeting, on 11 December 197C, the Committee voted on the draft

resolution (see paragraph 3 shove) and the four-Power amendments thereto:

(a) It rejected, by 56 votes to 21, with &+ abstentions, the first part of
the amendment to pzragraph 2 (see parsgraph 4 above);

(v} Tt rejécted, by 60 votes to 11, with 1% sbsterntions, the second part of
the amendment %o paragraph 2:

(c) Tt rejected, by 58 votes to 8, with 14 abstentions, the amendment to
varagraph 3;

(a) It rejected, by 60 votes to 21, with 2 abstentions, the amendment to
paragraph T:

(e) Tt adopted, by 79 votes to none, with ¢ abstentions, the draft

- — I'd -
resolutien as 2 whole {(see paragraph & belcw).

I1T. RECOMMENDATICN OF THE THIR® COMMITTEER
6. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

Housing, building and planning

The General fssembly,

Recalling i1ts resolutions 20%6 (XX) of 7 December 1965 and 2598 (XXTV) of
16 December 1969,

Mindful of the dedication of the Governments, on the threshold of the 1970s,
to crezte conditions ef social justice, stability =2nd well-being for all and to
ensurs a minipum standard of living consistent with human dignity through
econcmic and social progress and development,

further recalling paragraph 71 of the Internationasl Development Strategy for

the Becond United Nations Development Decadeg- relating to the policy measures in
the housing sector,

Considering that a greater effort needs to be made to provide effective
international assistance for the improvement of the situation with regard to

housing and human settlements in mcst developing countries,

bid.
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7. Considers that the Centre for Housing, Bullding and Planning should
play a major role in the formulation and co-cordination of the United Nations
programmes and projects relating to the problems of housing and humen settlements
as well as a catalytic role in their implementation and that, as such, it should
be strengthened as a matbter of high pricrity both by a greater alloeation of
resources and by sdditional personnel;

8. urther considers that it is desirable to strengthen regional

co-operation in the field of housging, building and planning;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit as soon as pogsible to the
General Assexbly, through the Bconomic and Social Council, an analytical review
and progress report cn the implementation of the presert resolution, taking full
advantage of the preparzstory work for the United Wations Conference on the Human

Envirenment.





