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I &~ very happy indeed to have been able at last to accept your invitation 

to corne to this great Universityo As a matter of fact, this is my first visit to 

San Francisco -- and to California. I must say that it was high time such an 

iinproper state of affairs was set right for the Secretary-General of the World 

Organization that was born across the bay just nine years ago this springl 

Needless ta say, my long standing impression that the United Nations was fortunate 

in tha choice of its birthplacè has been more than sustained by all that I have 

seen in the few heurs since my arrival yesterday afternoon. 

As we look back upon it now, we can soe that the spring of 1945 was a 

favorable time for such an .historie act of creation as the writing of the United 

Nations Charter. :Je can also see how far the hopes that were then aroused in niany 

hearts out-ran the limitations of human nature. The mood of disillusion and of 

doubt that has followed is not, of course, a new phenomenon of oùr civilization. 

wrote: 

It was 1.30 years ago that Shelley, in bis essay on "The Defence of Poetry, 11 

11We have r.1ore rr.oral, political &nd historical wisdom than we know 

how to reduce into pra.ctice; we have more scientific and economical 

knowledge than can be accommodated to the just distribution of the 

produce which it multiplies, 11 

T,hese words seem to apply to our present situation. We justly pride ourselves in 

the creations of human genius and in the enormous achievements of science. You as 

teachers, students and friends of a great University know how far we have got in a 

technical smse, but is not Shelley right when · he holds that our development as 

men, and the develor;ment of h1..unan society, has not kept pace? 

(more)



Press Release SG/382 
lJ h3.y 1954 

Eorall V, the finàings of n~od~rn psychology àr1d the tho'ught of m

philosor;hors, should h e.ve made'us ·hêttèr 'equipped to tackle our prnb].ems. So 

should the developr.ient. of de;,:ocr2.cy; • and of_: liberal,- institutions as tool::; of 

dcm::icracy, by s1Jreading knowledge and by stimulating in an atmosphc0 e of 

a wid3r awareness -. of essential issues. But for all thls : "progress ,11 are we real!.y 

better than our fore-r-unners? l'ihen we are ridden by fear, do. wë not experience 

as often as before, brutal or me211 reactions? Do we not seek to pass the burden 

of our res:r:;onsibility over to innocent scapegoats? Do we not forget the suffer­

ings of our neigr.bor? . Do . vre not covet his possessions? And when we think of 

brainwashing and mental. torture,. what must we _ say of - such fruits from the tree of 

psychologi cal. knowledge a,pplied in a refinemont of evil -- to kill the man 

 i!1stead of the body.

Politicall:v, SOciology ha.s taught us much of the working of society and of 

the _la1·Js governing the intercourse between peoples; but are the actions of 

governments any wiser than • before? Do we show n,ore creative political ability 

tha.71 our prcdecessors?· 

Historicallv, we are, perhaps, beginning to undcrstand 'the laws governing 

the growth, c~ùr.1:.natiori, dccline and fall of political systems and civilizations, 

;,t any rate, we know ·much more' than our predecessors 'about the facts of the past, 

I,:odem history is documrnted, studied and debated beyond what has ever been the 

case before. But wnat have ue done to 11 reduce 01.ir khowledge into practice"? 

Econonically, we have progressed further in our arialysis of the mechanisms 

governing the creation and distr1bÛtiôn of wealth. We have developed a few tools 

for control of the disrupti~e force; in economic life. 1!e have built up insti­

tutions servi.."1g collective economic needs. • But have we found a tmy to ensure 

freedom from want - in fairness and justî~e to all? 

Finally, science has given us access to new sources of povier,' to new natural 

resources, to more powerful tools for the creation of all that is required to meet 

the n_eeds of man, to new means • of fighting ·sickness and of prolonging our life­

span. But what are the uses to which we put these achievements? Are they not 

too often destructive? 

_The se questions rnight secm to indicate a · very negati ve view of our civiliza­

tion in its present phase o·f development. I do not hold such a view, Ey questions 

are posed simply to underline the belief that our _ generation has been dangerously 

outdistmced by the developnent' of our tèchnical knowiedge o{ society and of 

nature. It is an understatement ta say that this development rcprcscnts u r.:ajor 

challenge ta our civilization. The demancls putto us~ be met -- if our civili­

zation is to survi· ve. ~ • th , 1 t · t ·ver since , e o.awn of the present revo u ionary developmen 
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of science the thinkers have :r;e_cognized this trutho .. The inventions c1.1J.min2.ting 

in the hydrogen bomb should now n:ake it. clear _to all. 

I do not intend to speak here about the basic m0:cfù :i.ssues involved, but 

~1ill limJ.t myself to thé question of our pra:;tical means to cope with the 

s ituation which we are facing,, 

I do not believe that any ready-:made solutions can be found or tbat we ca...'1 

avoid a painfo.l period of t:-ial and error in the elabor.ation of the necessary 

toolsc It, will undoubteàly be a slow process requiring much patience, registering 

many shortcomir,gs and .rni::;takes, suffe:cing serious . setbacks. But I am sure tb.:.t 

such a process i·r.i.11 ·ultirnately yield results if approae;hed and coriducted in the 

right spirit~ . 

The r:i..ght spirito .• From what I have said it is obvious that the first 

thing required is patience, the patience inspired by a . firm faith in our ability 

to 1·each the go:ilo But. we need more than patience in the passive sense~ We need 

perseverance, of the k:i..nd that equips us not to take defeatn to hee.rtl in the 

lmow.ledge that defea:.s are unavoidable, and that if our efi'orts do not seem to 

get results., it may be because i-.re have not yet applied the n ecessa.ry degree of 

pers ffi."crance ~ 

This brings me to an essential point in the consideration cf our possibili­

ties to translate our knowledge into practiceo For some people the dri ving force 

in life is fai th in the success of their efforts. For others it is sj_.:nply a sense 

of dutyo Ue need bath t;'{pes of men. We need the man of faith and his imagination, 

his inspiration, in tha search for grent é1Chievement. .Eut wa also need. the other 

one, who is animated by his feeling of collective responsibility, without 

consideration of such recompense. We need bath the architect a.'1d the bricklayer. 

Hhere, :j_n the light of this philosophy, do we find the United Nations? 

First of all, let us recognize that the United Nations was set up in resp-:i:nse 

to the collective needs to wl1ich I have refarredo It is an attempt to giire a 

firs:. rough corn, titutional form to the .fact of world i.."'lterdependence~ It is an 

approach to the problem of world • organization for a still anarc:lic wo:::J.d comrr.l.l!:ity. 

By regarding the United Nations in this pra.gmatic way, I feel that we vï:i.ll 

be more ,just in. üi.ll" appraisal both of its achievemmts and of its failtœe3 c vfe 

vri2-l look at the 3.chievements as the first moàest yield we have besn able to reap 

froc our efforts, and we will lcok at the failures a::; n atural and unavoide.ble ii'l 

such a pilot ve::-it11re7 where we learn as much from the rnistakes . as from the 

p~si"'.:.ive cxperi er:ces o ~1:ie U:r..ited Nations is not and should not be é)Il Œ~g<'.lnizat:tcnal 

st:cait-jacket on the world or on the independent stetes v:hich &ra ita Hc::i1bc:cc< 

(more) 
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The Organization does not exert y powe1:s beyond what th~ Eer.iber states at any 

given Ir.ornent, and L.'1. any giveh· situation, c~llectively :are :wilUng t,o give to it 

in order to copè • with problems they have in . c0Irmon 0 It is an organ .for f_~ cc­

opcr·ation of the nations,' inside the framework of agreed procsdures, a...'1d supported 

by a perm:ment civil service. 

The four:ùing fathers in San Francisco were the archi~ects,. the men of faith 

and imagination 1,;ho wrote the Charter, under which the world community has a 

chance· to develop from anarchy int,o order. Those in the Governments and 

Delegations, or in the S'ecretariat, who pursue the day-to-day operations, tqing 

to meet emergencies as the;r arise, trying to explore possibilities and trying to 

gi ve to the tools created by the Ch_arter their Ir.aY..imÙ..'Il value, are the bricklayers 

who must devote themselves ·Hholly to the effort regardless of any hopes of 

reaping and rewa:.-ds of success·. 

I admit that for G,')vernnierits and peoples; as. for individuals serving the 

0:-gmiza:tion~ the experiences r.!ay sometimes be most frustrating. For example, who 

does not feel d:' .. ::é'.ppointed whên a disa:greement reflected in use of the veto pre­

vents or dela.ys è:l. usef1.ù action which seems to be in the inter-est of all?, But 

let us remember that such a disagreement is not the re~~lt of our efforts of 

co-operaticn. It is one of thos e conditions fa. sp~te of whi~ and .~f.;c.ir;_st wh:Lch

we must · keep trying to develop co-operatio_n. 

An effort to Jœep the disagreements that divide our world outside the frame­

work of the Forld' Orgmüzation, would lose more than it _gains. It would gain c::üy 

the appearance of harmony a:t the cost of real influence. In spec:tfic terms and 

r eferring to the East-West · conflict: we should r ecognize that it is worth more 

for world peace to achieve what little agreement is possible between the. two 

con:llicting parties} than to register the much broader area of . agreement of one 

side only by. excluding the other, knowing that such.one-sided agreements cannot 

be implemented ae;ainst the will of the party excludedo 

The challenge vi'hich we • canriot • escape :-- the challenge for which we must 

seek the answer - is a peaceful resolution of the conflict betHeen the Cormnunist 

'JJorld énd the West.· The United Nations would not be strengtbened but gravely 

wee.1.<:ened, if, by exclusion of Corrmunist Hembers, it were to attempt to push the 

:C.:1,:,t-West conflict outside its council chamberso 

But l et us turn from such general obs ervations t:) concrete problems. Then 

we rr:eet, in the first place; the· current conflicts of a political nR.ture , like 

tho1.rn v,e s ee ir.. P.'3.:'.estine, Indo-China or Korea. In the second place we -meet the 

long-term problems of peoples who h·ave been left beh:....'1d in econonic develo_p:nent:; 

(ir.ore) 
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for CE:nturies dependent on the colonial powers of the world and now assu.':l.bg the 

responsibilities and rights of self-governing uaits. 

_The first set of problems is clos ely related to the seco~d~ If you go 

beneath the . surface in the three acute political cqnfliets to which- I have refe!'red, 

you "Will find :3trong elements of th_e long-term problems also,. - It is in the so­

called mde1·-developed area,s of the world that some of .. the shsrpest frictions are 

likely to develope ·In ther;i we find far too much of the fuel which might start 

a big conflagration. Andthey are also the scene of some .of the most decisive 

conflicts of ideologies for the souls of men. 

We may cape with B.1.1 immediate problem by a truce, but we· haye done so only 

for today and torr:o:crcw, or for . the next few years, if we do not follow up the 

result by a consistrnt effort to im:Jrove the lives of the peoplcs concemed) by 

assistance to th8ir Governnents in the political sphere, as well as in the spheres 

of social policy and esonomic policy. 

In the inter·national field we must make an attempt to r epeat on a world 

s cë:.le the proc-}·:.:s by which -- inside the developed countries of western 

civilization -- · progre:,s towards political, social a~d econo1;1ic · justice has been 

sufficient to ward off the risk of revolutions and created inner equilibrium. 

This is not a taslc for any single nation. It is a task for nJ_l nations, 

This is so , · first of all, because no s5_ngle country is strong encugh to car:::-y 

the whole burden and the full responsibility. It is so, also, becàuse the 

approach gains in value if supported by world confidrnce and carried thro11gh with 

the backing of world opi.·1ion. Finally, it is so because the peopl3s to be 

assisted gmerally prefer to receive help from the community of nations rath er 

than from any single country or group of countries. 

When it is a question of acute political conflictsJ the United Nations 

serves primarily as a n ew diplomatie device for collective negotiation~ Li the 

field of econorr,ic and socia.l policy, and of guidance -'.lad assistance to the under­

deve2.oped a:::-eJ.s, the Organization is in the first place to be regarded as an 

international administre,ti vc .instrument, • complementing the nati-:mal administr<ltions. 

The results of the long-term policy of helping under-developed areas to find 

their proper place in the world community do net make ne-Ils and are, on a day-to­

day basis, und.:réi..ï13.tic, For tbat reason they are easi2-y over-looked and often 

forgotten. In the political sphere attention is at ~~acted rrDre by the reflecticn 

in the debates of the maj or disagreemrnts dividing the world than by the fact 

th;•,t the ê'.l.iring 8'f t:101.,e dis2.greemen ts e.rou..id the ccnfcrence table is in it :, e.l.: 

an achievemL,t and is far to be preferred to the battlefield. 

(more) 
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The price of :r:;eace since 1945 has bôind high i..'1deed éi.rid I wmùd be the ldst 

to pretmd that I can s ee any eaoy way out ôf ' continuing to pay that price fer a 

long time to corr.e~ When I speak of _the hi,gh price of peace, I am not thinking 

of the burden of ·armaments. That is 1n the pic.ture, of ccurse 0 But I ara thi.nking 

prirr.arily of the price iri terms of ' the dèmands upon our capacity for patience and 

for steo.diness of purpose~ The process of learning to live together without war 

in this torn and distracted world or· ours is g~ing to continue to be painful and a 

constant challenge for the rest of our lives. · Yet we lmow what the choice is. 

~ither we manage it o:- we face disaster. 

The mere fact that the Governffients creatèd the lnited Nations J.!îd have 

maintained it is, in itself, evidence that ma."lkfod _is cé:.pable of respohding to 

the . ch:3.llenge of interdependence with which the evclution of hurrJJ11 society h.:i.s 

noH brought u.:; face to face as never before. We also lmow that history has many 

lessons to teach about apparently irreconcilable conflictsQ Terrible wars have 

been fought in the paêt because people thougr.t that they could not live in the 

same world to g.0c,li2r, or because they thought their beliefs were in head-on • 

collision with those o.f their neigl;'lbors, Then, with time, tr:ey found thàt it vras 

not only possible but necessary to make a working compromise that allcwe·d for the 

differmces~ They fcund that it was not only possible but necessa:-y to accept 

the principle of diversity in human society. Time itself is a great healer and 

situations that seem to defy solution can be lived ·with until that day 11hen the 

evolution of hùman affoirs may bring a more favorable opportunity o 

If we go back to our starting point, I hold that we are justified in resarding 

the United Nations as an a cièquate àttempt in world organization, to \'1hich we 

justly and soberly attach our hopes, step by step to 11reduce our bowledge ir.to 

practice 11 and to further the development . of that world co:m,1;unity which has become 

necessary for the future of civilization. 

Thosé who have·· the privilege of a liberal educ~tion and, for that reason, 

are mo::::·e aware of our ted-1nical achievements, of the délllgers ;,hich those achiG'1'e-
' . . 

înmts have created for our civilization- and of the extent to which our moral a.rid 

political developrr.ent lags behind, have a special reason to s~pport the efîorts 

rr.·:1de to close t1:1e gap and to create a world where intcr~1ô.ticnal life does not fall 

so fa.r short c..::' the standards establish0d by our kn".)Hlcdi;eo 

Thei:r insight into the slow and pe.inful growth of all hun1an institutior.s 
should equ:i_p them also with full understandin;r of ·:-:--ie àifficulties and with the . ~ . ' 

Ill ticnce to which such ,.LU insight should lead. For on~ of our rnost compelling 
necds today is for a wi.se ·perspective with re::1oect i , O ooth achi.e~,r3r;,ento and set­
b~cks~ based on the knowledge that there is no. quick road to success. 

(more) 
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It has been said that the United Nations was not created in order to 

bring us to heaven, but in order to save us from hell. I thi..--ik that ::iums up 

as well as anything I have heard both the ess€ntial role of the United NBtions 

and the attitude of mj.nd that we should bring to its support . 

# # # 




