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I. INTTiODUCTION

l-. At its f554th pfenary meeting, on 2J Septemb ex Ii67, the Generaf Asseubly

decided to include the item entitled "united Nations Prograrrme of Assistance ln
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of Internationa-l Lart:

TFl.j.ri. .,f thp g..erptaf1r-General-" in the agenda of its twenty-second session aJ:Id

a-Ilocated the itern to the Si:'-th Corr:rittee.

2, The item was incl-uded in the provisionaf agenda of the twenty-second session

in pursuance of paragraph B of Generaf AssembJ-y resol-ution 22c4 (K(I) of

16 lecenber 1!66. By that resol_ution the GeneraL Assembfy, lnter afia, authorized

the Secretary-General to carry out in 1!61 the activities srecified in his

reportl/ on the implementati.on of Genera.l Assembly resol-utlon 2099 (xX) of

20 December 1965 establishing a progranne of assistance and exchange 1n the fleld
of internatlonal law; requested him to report to the Gene"al Assembly at its
twenty-second session on the preparation anrl execution of the items of the

prognanme for perforr0an ce In li6l a:ld f96B; and asked hirn to subnit, following

consultations ruith the Advisory conmittee on the united Nations Pl'ograrne of

Assista:rce in the Teaching, Study, Disseninatj-on and Wider Ap3leciation of

Internahiona-l- Law, reconmendations rega-rdinG the execution o-l' the prograrme in
subsequent yeaJs.

J. The draft report of the Secretary-General, giving an accor.:lt of the steps

t a.hen o" proposed by the United Nations, by the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (INESCO ) and by the Unlted Nations Institute
for Training and Research (uqftaa ) in furtherance of the obiectives of the

hogranme, was considered by the Advisory Cox4mittee at its seconc. session, held

between 1 and L) Octobe" 196?. ftre Advisory Ccrnrnittee adopted a number of

re cornmendat ions , which the Secretary- General accelted in fufl-. The Secretary-

Generalts report (a/68f6 and Corr.l), having been revised to t ake account of the

proceedings of the Advisory Connlttee ' was issued on 28 Oc-,ober 1967 and placed

before the Slxth Conmittee. fhe Committee also had before it a register of experts

and schofars in the fiefd of internation aJ La,r (a/667? and Add.I) prepared by

the Secretariat.

494!,
92 and Add.l.

!/
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4. The Sixth Comnittee considered the iten at lts lOOlth to fOO9th meetings,
nerc oerween z+ and lo l\ovember lyor,

rr. PROpOsAr,

,. On 2l Novenber 1967, a draft resolution nas submitted by A.fghanistan, @]g,
Ghana, Hunsary and the uni.ted RepuElic of Tanzania. (a/c.6/1,.61t). Subsequently,

Sierra lecne (e/c.6/r,67/ead.1) and Botivia A/c.6/t.6lt/tdd.2) joined. the fist
of sponsors.

b. At the lcOlth meeting, on 2U November |j6l , it was ora11y agreed by the

representative of Ghala, on behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution, that
the word !'ineluding'r in the first sentence of operative paragraph 1 shoul-d be

repJ-aced by the words "and in particular". fhe text of the draft resoluticn, as

so anended, was identical with that adopted by the Sixth Corunlttee (see

paragrapn ,-L ne-Low r.
7. Also at the IOOlth neeti-ng, the representative of the Secretary-Genera-I cal_led

the attention of the Sixth Conmittee to paragraph 7J of the Secretary-General- t s

report (a/6816 and Corr,l) in which the financial inrpJ.ications of the ttogranrne

for 7)68 were recorded. lle confirmed that the adoption of the drafb resolution
before the Cornmittee vroufd not entail financiql implications in addition to
those af.ready indicated. in paragraph 7J,

fII. DEBATE

A, Gegeral observations

B. The representatives who spoke in the debate expressed. satlsfaction at the
successfu-l- completion of the first yeaf of activities und.er the United Nati-ons

Pragrannne of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, lissemination artd Wide" Appreciation
of International Law. Many of them noted with appreciaticn the efforts of the

Secretary-Genera-I and the eonstructive parti-cipation of UltrESCO, of UNITAR and

of various llerrber States in the Progra,trnie. The co-operation achieved between

the United. I\iations, UI-IESC 0 and UNITAII prevented duplication of effort, which woul-d

dissipate the resor:rces avarlabl-e for the Progranne, and ensured that each of the
three organizatlons concentrated its efforts in the sphere best suited to its
ccmpellencc.
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9' The Advisory conmittee was conmended for the work it had accornplished dualng
its second session and for the useful reccnmendations it had given tc the
Secretary-General. The recormendations represented the val-uable consensus achieved
within the Advisory Committee and forned the basis of the draft resolution before
the Sixth Cornnittee.

10' A nurnber of representatives cornrnented. on the main objectives of the pTogranme

and- the principles r,rhlch should guide its futr.ue course. several of them stressed
that the rnain objective of the prografine $ras to make known the frrndamentar-
principles of international law with a view to enhancing the role of lnternational
law as a major instrument for the mai-ntenance of internaticnal peace and security.
The Prog'anne should, in their view, reflect the r.ain trends of international 1aw,
united Nations efforts towards the ccdification afrd progressive development of
lnternational law, and the legal thinking of the p"incipal legal systens of the
world. Maximum resufts of the efforts towards this goa-l- could be achieved by
enhancing the rore of the united Nations as a co-ordrnator of the activities of
international organizations and of Me&ber States. other representatives emphasized
that the nature and purpose of the Progrannne was to provide techni-cal assist€uce in
international law and to stirnulate further governmental activities in the fie]d and
to conpfenent them; the p'ogranrne shour-d accordingly concentrate on practicar
and technical- branches of lnternational ].aw wlrich were of concern to the officials
in legal services of devel-oping countries and should rot involve the Organi.zation in
doctrinal controversy. As regards the rol-e of the united Nations in the over-a1l
Programe 

' there was a widespread agreement that the united Nations should. nalntain
a co-ordinating rol-e, without prejudice to the competence of the organizations
co-operati_ng in the Frogranme.
ll' rn the course of the debate, many representatives referred to the assistance
in lnternationaf law provided by either officlal or private bodies on a bilateral
basis' Gratification was erpressed by s cme representatives at the fact that
these bilateraJ- efforts were now being extended to the murtiraterar- lever, obhers
cautioned that the Progranne shoul-d concentrate on activitles suited to nufti.lateral
effort ard should not attempt to displace or duplicate bilateral- and private
efforts.
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!2- I17lth regard to the method of flnaneing the programme, nany representatlves vho
partj.cipated in the debate stressed that voluDtary cash contrlbutlons should be
j.ncreased 1n ftrture years, so that recourEe to the regutar budget as a source of
financlng would only be a last resort. Several representatives stated that they
vished. to reserre theiT positlon in prlnciple r,rith respect to such reccuree to tbe
regular budget after 1!68. The representatives vho discussed the posslbil_lty of ,

voluntary contrlbutlons r,iere in agreement that such contributions must be consistent
vlth the need.s and_ principles of the prografirBe in the fleld of lnternatlonal law and

must be made in confomity vith the norrnal procedures and practices of United Nations
progranmes of technical assistance.

I). Speclal attention vas dralin in the course of the debate to a number of specific
matters fa[ing wlthin the framework of the Prograume establlshed uncler resolution
2099 Q,x).

Register of experts and scholars in i.4ternational }av

14, Several representatlves noted that the idea of establlshing a register of
experts and scholars in international lav had net vith a very favourabl-e reception
from Mernber States, It vas hoped. that the facilities offered. by the register
(A/6577 and Add.I) }tould be ful-ty utll-ized,

Co-operatlon rith ather organizations

l-5. Posslbj.litles offeled by the co-operation betveen the United Nati,ons and other
international organizations actlve i.n the field of j.nternatLonal l-av were considered

to be profitable, One representative, however, suggested. that the organizations in
question should be asked not nxerely for general comments but for speciflc information
on the assistance r.rhich they might be able to provide for the achievenent of the
Uni-ted Nations Programme, set up under resolution 2099 (XX).

E c natters contained in the
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Publicity

l-6. A number of representatives expressed their app"eclation to the secretariat
for the useful steps it had taken to give publicity to international_ 1a.w and to
the legal r^rork of the United Nations. The book entltled The Work of the
flternational- law connj.sslon l"ras particularly useful and the d.o cument on General
As s emb]-y reso]-utions of legal j.nterest vas considered to be a practical innorrat j"on.

The hope vas anpressed that the Secretary-General r s efforts as regards publicity
vouId, if possibfe, be increased 1n i.uture years; it vas urged in this connexion
that more equitable use of the .riorking languages of the General AssenbJ-y shoufd" be
noade vhen issuing United Nations publications on legal_ subjects. Sevelal
representatives referred to the possibirity of translatlng i.mportant fegal works,
either from the najor l-anguages lnto less conmon languages or from the fatter into
the languages princlpal-ly used in the United Nations.

Seminars and training cours es

L7. There was widespread. praise for the success achieved by t-he 1967 regional
training and refresher course held at Dar es Salaam under the jolnt auspices of
the United Nations and UNESCO. Many representatives paid a xarm trlbute to the
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania for its generous offer of host
facllltles and to the lecturers and other persons vho helped organize the first
regional course. fn the viev of some repres entat ives, the participatlon of
specialists fron a wide range of countries and the choice of subjects struck a
happy balance between traditional and neri areas of study and greatly contributed
to the success of the event, One representative vould have ]-iked. lectures,
especial-ly those on interDationaf econonic and social 1av, to be dlssemihated.
Others questioned the risdom of u€ing a muftllateral programme for direct teaching
of international law,
IB. As regards the organization and conduct of future regional seminarg and

training cour6es, a number of representatives expressed the viev that it ras
i.mproper to include in the toplcs for such seminars and courses in a technical
assistance prograrume issues vhich vere the subject of political- controversy, It
xas statd that only by concentrating on the practical and technical aspects of
international fav vould the rrFrti.ir,,?rf s derirra f,|6 greatest benefits from those

1...
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activitj.es vithin the l.inited tine available. Other repres entatives, however,

consldered that the structure of contemporary j-nternationaf l-al.' should be reflected.
1n regional seminars and. training courses; for this purlose a comprehensive

representation of the naln 1egal systems and the inclusion of basic substartive
problqns of international 1av as toplcs lere necessary in the organizatlon and

cond.uct of these regional itens. Sone representatives 6tlessed that pr.ofessional
abiJ-ity and subject-matter were the o1rfy proper criteria for representation on the
faculty of technical seninars and tTalning and. refresher courses.
L9. Many representatives noted -llith great satisfaction the hold.ing of the third
Geneva Seninar in International Ia.v, whlch offered the participants an opportunlty
to broaden tbelr knoialed.ge of internationa]- lar.r, Several- representatives referred
to the Geneva Seminar and gaid. that their Governments had decided to grant
scholarships to participants fron developing countries for tbe S€minar to be held
Ln _LVoo.

20. Warm appreciation was expressed by raany representatives io the Goverrment of
Ecuador and the Central University of Quj.to for thelr offer of host facilities for
the 1!68 reglonal seminar to be held in Le,tln America.

Fellovships

2L. A number of representatlves com&end ed. the nanner in vhich the Secretary-
General had. organized the fell-oushi! prograru[e. A combination of theoretlcal
instructlon at the Hague Academy and practical lnstruction at the legal- offices of
the United Natlons and i.ts associated. bodies was considered to be very effective.
Sone of them expressed particular appreciation to the fegaf offices of those

organizatlons vhich provided practical trainlng for the fel-loirs and hoped that,
despite the difficultl€s involved, they vould continue to provide that valuable

aervice. Another representatlve mentioned r,7ith appreciation a series of str)ecial

lectures organized for the benefit of the fell-ovs by the Registry of the

International Court of Justice and by the Netherlands Foreign Minlstry.
22, 0n the other hand, one representative thought that the present system of the

felfo shlp progranme ras open to serious doubt since the time spent at The Hague,

ttrree to slx weeks, was much too short, and consldered that too great an emphasis

was placed on the lractical- experience obtained. at the various legal offlces; in
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addition the travel costs of sending a1l_ the fel_]ovs to ?he Hague seened
unnecessarily high. As an alternative, he suggested that the fellows shoul_d be
offered. an opportunity to do research for a full s.cadenic year at a university of
their oxn choice, rrrhere they could obtain the best possible guid.ance in the
specific fi-eld of internatlonal lavj thls vould not preclude the posslbility for a

fex fel-Iovs to pursue practical training in the various 1egal deBartnents of the
Unlted Nations and its assoclated agencies. This suggestion rias generalfy supported
by tvo other representat iv es .

23. fn support of the present systqtr of the fellowship prograrrne, it was pointed
out that the feltowship holders fron developing countrles coul-d. not be released
from their lnpoltant posts for appreciable l€ngths of time and that the truly
international nature of the Hague Acadeny and. the presence in The Iiague of the
fnternati-onal- Court of Justice vere major considerations which favoured the sending
of ihe f el-l-ovs there.
2l+. Some representatives expressed the hope that tbe number of feflor^'shlps each
year vould be gradually lncreased and. greater financial opportunities vould be
afford ed for this particufar item of the progranme. Another representative
criticized the avard. of a fell-ovship by ulitrESCo to a candidate fron a partlcul-ar
country.

Provision of United Nations lesaf r,ublications

2r. Several repres entatj.ves considered that the schene for the provlslon of
United" Nations fegaf publications to institutions in devel-oping countries vas most
valuabl-e. It vas hoped that practical rneasures vould be devised to broaden the
scherxe.

Advj.sory services of experts

?6. Some representatives noted that there existed in developing countries a high
demand for advisory services of experts in various specialized and technical
branches of faw. hrhife they rJelcomed the Secretary-General r s lnltiatlve 1n

proposlng to discuss xith the secretariats of the regional economic commisslons the
possibllity of providing incaeased. legaf i ssistance through those conmisslons, it
vas pointed out that the increasing need for the services of }egal expert s applied
to exlerts in byanches other than international_ lafi. Futthermore it vas not clear
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whether the lega1 experts who mlght be made available through the regional econonic
commissions llould te able to provide assistance 1n the natters dlrectly rerated to
international la}J. for example, a request for assistance in organizing a legal
department or a tT€aty division 1n a foreign minlstry,

Pa{b:4ipat ion of U$ISCO

27, A large nunber of representatives pralged the valuable contribution of UMSCO

to the successfuf initiation of the United llations Prograjnme of Assistance during
L967. Representatives thanked UMSCO for organizing jointly vith the United Nations
the regional tralning and refresher course at Dar es Salaam and for publ-ishing in
Ingl-lsh and French a book entitl-.d ,

Irhich, one representative said, might approprlately be published also in Spanlsh.

This publlcation, a representatlve observed, shoufd encourage the nodernization and

updatlng of programmes for the teaching of international- lalr j he stressed that it
'was essential to develop international- lau at the unlversity level_i and in this
regard, the training of teachers and resea"ch $orhers and the establlshment of
international 1av chairs, aIl of which IJNESCO vas planning, vere of the greatest
lmportance.

28, Several represeriatives welconed the signlficant decision reached at the
consul-tatj-ve meeting of experts convened in July 1!67, when it had been agreetl tbat
Ul{ESC0 voufd foster an tnterdls ciplinary approach to lnternational 1aw and^ pay

particul-ar attention to the necessity of developing the nenly emerging branches of
international economic and social law.

Participatiqn of UN]TAR

29. l'{any representatives noted vith appreciation that IJNIIAR was asguming

increasing respons ibillt ies in the execution of sone of the najor items of the
Prograrlne, for o(anp1e, tbe conduct of the I!68 regional seminar 1n latin America,

the preparation of studies relating to the codlfication and p"ogresslve d.evelopnent

of international lav and the avard of feflovships. One representative stated that
the iteros chosen for discussion at the regional seminar vere practical aucl of
topical intereBt. As regards a series of studies rel-ating to internatlona,l- 1av

being undertaken by UNITAR, several representatives said. ttrt th.y l-ooked rlrr'ward
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to hearing more of the resurts of the studies. A repre'entative hoped that such
studies ltould be publtsheri also in spani.sh. Bepresentatlves wercomed the avard of
flve international- lav fel1o-.lships in 1p68, which were to be admini.stered jointry
vith the United Nations internatj.onal lav fefl-ovships.

IV. VOT]NG

10- At 1ts lOolth neeting hel-d on 28 Novenber 1967, the slxth con:nittee adopted
unanimously the seven-pot^'er draft resolution (A/C.6/L.6^ and Add.f and 2), as
orall-y revised (see para. 6 above). The representatj.ve of Malta explained h1s
delegaticnr s vote.

V. RtrCOMMENDATION OF THE SIXTH COMI{IITNE

1L. The sixth conmittee reconnends to the General Assenbry the adoptlon of the
folloring draft resolution:

eof e
seminat and f,iider A

The General A.ssernbfrr,
Ro.'1 I i--r\ELd,_L_LrrrH rus resotutions

f6 fecember 1966 regar-ding the
Teaching., Study, Dis seminatlon

10n ional- Ie.v

2099 (XX) of 20 Dec€mber t!6f and Z2OL ()frI) of
Unj.ted Nations Progranme of Assistance in the
and liider Appreciatlon of fnternational- law,

Ngting with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on the
irnpleraentat ion of the prcgramrn"?/ and the recoumendations rnade to the Secretary-
General by the ,Advisory Cormittee on 1;he Unlted. Nat:..ons programme of Assistance in
the Teaching, Study, Dlssenination and ider Appreclation of fnternational trav,
which are contained in that report,

Emphasizing that, in ensu"ing the execution of the progranme, the Unlted
Nations should bear ih mind the need to continue its efforts to encourage and
co-ordinate the activities of the States and internatj.onal organizations concerned
in assj"sting the promotion of the teaching, study, dissemination and wider
appreciation of internationaf lau,

zJ a/55]:6 and Corr, t.
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Considering that in the conducd of the Progranne 1t is desirable to use as

far as possible the resources and facilities nhich may be made availabl-e by the
international organizations concerned, Menber States and others, in accordance

vi.th the proced.ures and yules of United Nations technical assistance prograrnmes or
other relevant rul-es, and consistent 

"ith the lul'poses and- direction of the

Programme,

Considering that, in the organization and conduct of regional- Eeminars and

tTaj.ning and. refresher courses, due regard should be paid to reflecting United

Nations efforts tovards the codiflcation and progressive development of
international lav and, in so far as appropriate, the legal thinking of the principal
legal systems of the .[rorld,

1. Authorizes the Secretar:y-General to carry out in 1968 the activities
specified. ln his report, and in particular the provislons of:

(u) Fifteen fellowships at the request of Governnents of developing countries I
(b) The advlsory servj.ces of experts, if requested by developing countries,

within the framevovk of existing technical assistance progratmes or from such

vol-untary contributions as rnay be recelved for that purpose;

(") A set of United Nations lega1 publications to up to tr+enty instltutions
in devel-oping countries.;

2' Notes vith thankg the offer of trcuador to provide facilities for the

regional seminar to be held in latin Aaerica in 1968;

1. tscpresses 1ts appreciation to the United Nations Educatlonal-, Scientific
and Cultural Organization for i.ts participation in the United Nations Plogranme of

Assistance in tbe Teaching, Study, Dissenination and Widev Appreciation of

Internatlonal lav and, in particular, for its co-operation in the conduct of the

regional training and refresher cr.urse held in Africa in L967;

)+. @to the united Nations fnstitute for Training

and Research for its activlties in the field of international larv and, in
nrr-iinrr'tar f^r- i-fc dFl..i-i 1F +n 'nrnrraf reoi^h. l_ Seminars in international lav,

beginning vith the conduct of a reglonal seminat to be held in Lat in America in

1!68, and for und ertakj.ng to conduct studies relatlng to the codification and

progressive development of internatlonal lar^' Hithin the framework of the United

Nations ;
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5. Reiterates its lnvltatj.on to Member States, interested bodies and.

indlviduals to make voluntary contributions tovards the financing of the Programne

and. expresseE its appreciatlon to those Member States whlch have nade vol_untary
contributions for this purposej

5. Approves In principl-e, subject to further considelatj.on by the Advi.sory
Conmlttee before the tr.,renty-thlrd session of the General Assembly, the Secretary-
Generalr s recommendations regarding the execution of the Prograruoe after l!68;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General- Assenbly at its
tventy-thlrd session on the implementation of the Progranme during 1!68 and,

following consul-tations vlth the Advisory Conmittee, to submit reconnendations
regarding the execution of the prograune in !,fi9;

B. Decides to includ.e in the provisional agenda of j.ts twenty-third session
an lten entitled "Unlted Nations Prograume of Assistance in tbe Teaching, Stud.y,

Dissenination and Wider Annreciation of fnternatlonal l_aw".




