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INSTAII,ATTON OF MECHANICA].,, MEANS OF VSIING

Report of the Secretary-Geleral

1. By resolution f95? (ffiII) of 12 December L961, the General Assembl-y

authorized the Secretary-General to arrange for the install-ation of mechanical

voting equipnent in the General- AssenbJy Hal-I on an experimental basis for one year

and. to carry out additional work of a preparatory nature in one or tvo corudttee

rooms so as to pemit the eventual expansj-on of the system, flthout undue expense,

if the exlerinent proved successful. Tn accordance with this authorization, a

mechanical systen was instaJ-led on a rental basis in the GeneraL Assembly Ha,}I

and certain preliminary work was acccrnplished i-n Conference Rooms 2 ancl t for a

posgibl-e extension of the system. The rental fee was $10rO0O annual\r and. the

lnstal-latiovr and preparatory vork was completed at a cost of $141000. At its
nineteenth session, the General Assenbfy had no c,pportunity of testlng the

experimental system. At the twentieth session, however, the system was tried
out and the Secretary-General on 15 Decernber lp6! subrnitted a report on the

results of the experiment.9
2. At its 1407th plenary meeting, on 2I Decenber 196r, the General Assembly

approved the Secretary-General t s reconmendation that the experimental use of the

mecharical voting GyBtem Ln the Assembly HalI should be continued for anothe" yea".

It al€o requested the SecretalXr-Genera} to report to the Assembly at its
tventy-first session on the experj.ence gained during the further expe"imental
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perlod and on the possible extension of the system to other cornnj'ttee rooms '
During the twenty-first sesslon the mechanical equipment r.las Lrse'l extensivel-y,

not only for pLenary meetings but also, on a rotating basi's, for meetings of the

Main connittees. The use of the equipment during the session conf 'med the ease

of operation, speed and accuracy of mechanical voting' lhe provisions of the

rule s of proced.ure relating to the methods of voting were strictly observed and.

the voting nachine was used only as a supplementary devlce designed to assist the

delegations and the Secrei:ariat.

t. At its 1J+B6th plenary meeting, on J December :.966 t tine General Assembly

approved the recornmenrlation of the Secretary-General for the use of the mechanical

votlng system in the Assenblry Ha].l- on a pernanent basis and to postpone to the

twenty-second session a decision on the possj.ble extension of the system to the

connittee rooms,

4. The Secrei:ary-Gene"al believes that the experience gained with '''he mechanical

voting equipment in the Genera.l Assenrbly Hal-I has d"emonstlated the desirability of

extend.ing the system to one or tnTo main cornrni-ttee rooms ' ShouLd the General

Assembly share this v].ew, the Secretary-General l'rould propose to undertake in fp68

the preparation of engi.neering plans and the d.evelopment, through international
lrindino ^r r'i ?h '.act estimates, At the twenty-thlrd session of the Generalurusrr16,

Assernb\r, the Secretary-General would present detailed reconnend-ations for the

proposed installation and request the necessary budgetary authorization' This

scheduLe vould. anticipate the completion of the ploiect Ln L969 before the

opening of the t{enty-fourth sesslon of the Genera} Assembly'

,. Accordingly the secretaly-General requests authorizatlon to proceed with

the development of plans for the instal-lation of rnechanical voting equipment in
one or tvo main commi-ttee iooms.




