
,N'IED NAI'ONS

GENERAL
A S S E M B LY

Distr.
GENERAL

A/6960
9 Decenber I95?
ENGI.,ISlT
ORIGIML: XNGI,TSH/SPANISH

Trrenty-second session
Agenda iten 25

INSTAILATTON Or' I'{NCI I.iIICAI MNANS OF VOTING

f have the honour to refer to your Iejrter of 2] Octoben l9b?

amendments to rules B! and 128 of the rules of procedure of the General-

Assembly, and to transmit to you a report of the Sirth Conmittee on this
matter. That r€port contains a draft resolution rihich the Conmittee

re cornmend s to the General Assembly for adoption.

(A/C.6/380), concernj-ng the proposal of Mexico (A/6e62) to adopt certain

( Sienea) Edvarrl HAI'{BRO

Chairman of the Sixth Conmi"ttee

letter dated 6 December 1967 fron the Chairman of the

67 -eglr\
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REPORT OT' THE SU?H COMMITTNE

Rapporteur: Mr. Sergio GONZALEZ GAIVEZ (Mexico)

I. f]{TRODUCTION

I. At its 100!th and IOlOth meetings, on 28 and_ A9 November 196?, the Sixth
cornmittee consid.ered a propcsar by l.{exico (r/5862) to adopt certain changes to
rures 89 and 128 of the 

'r1es cf proceiiure in connexion with agenda .,tem zJ
entitled "rnstallation of mechanica.L means of voting". The kesldent of the
General Assembly had brought this qpestion to the attention of the Sj.xth Connittee
by a letter of 2J October L967 6/C.G/!BO), in which he stated. that, since
ar.endrents to the rufes of procedure liere being suggested, he r,ras referring the
mattel' to the Sixth conmittee in accordance with rute r54 and in conformity with the
principle set forth in paragra'ph 1 (c) of annex Tr to the rules of procedure.

fI. CONSIDERATION BY l]IE SfXTE CCMMITTNE OF ADITTTONS
TO 'IIN RUIES OT' PROCEDURN

2. lule 89 cf the rules of proced)re is concerned with voting. by the ceneral
Assembly and rule 128 nith voting by ccmmittees of the Assembry. Tn thelr present
form these rures make no expticit provieion for the use of mechanicar mea's of
voting. Hcwever, sueh rneans of voiing are norti available in the General Assembly
Hall, and the Sixth Conrnlttee ncted that this equipment. is used not only by the
Assenbly itself bu'b arso on cccasion by l4ain ccrrmittees, The sixdh conmittee
therefore ccnside.ed that it was -ecessary tc make provisi.on both in rure g! and
in rule I2B for: the use of mechanlcal neans of voting by the Asserrbly and by
cor*i-ttees r irrespectlve of the ,:luestion of the iurther instarlatlon of such neans
i'n conference rcoms at Headquarters. This latter question nas nct before the
Silcbh Cornnittee in the present conter-b ancl r,rllf be decided in due course bv the
General Assembly itself ,

J- The sixth cornmittee noted that, since the lnstalr-ation of mechanical rneans
of voting in the Genera.t AssernbryJ the 'cerms "recorded vcteir :!1d ',non-recordec vote,,
have come into genera.L usage. The Sixth Corunittee understanrls Lhese terms as follor^rs.
When mechani.cal rne ans of voting ale euployed, a "non_reccrrled vote,, replaces a vote
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by show of hands or by standing in that no record is mad.e of the manner in which
each delegation voted, the voting equipment and subsequently the relevant sunmary

or verbatim records of the meetings indicating only the nurnerical results of the
votlng. Slmilarly, when mechanicaL me a.ns of voting are used, a "recorded vote"
replaces a rofl-ca1l vote in that a record is made by the equipnLent of the way

in vhich each delegation cast its vote, such a record. subsequently being inserted
in the relevant surnmary or verbatim record.s of the meeting together with the
numerical results of the vote.

IfT. VOT]NG

4. At the f0o9th meeting of the Slxth Conni;tee, on 28 November, a draft resoluticn
was introduced on behaff of Czechoslovakia, Eg!8, Mexico, New Zealand, Norvay,
SenegaL, Thailand and the United Arab Republ-ic (A/C,6 /t .612/nev.t) . This drafb
resoruti-on, based. on the understandings recorded in the previous section of this
report, was. adopted unanirnous ly by the Connittee at its l-OIObh meeting, on

29 November.

W. RECOIUMEItrOATTON OI' TTIE SX(TI.I COMMITTEE

,. The sixth connnittee therefore recoflnends to the Generar Assembly the adoptlon
of the followi-ng draft reso.l-u+,icrr:

fhe General Assembl y,

Noting that the introduction cf voting by nechanicaf means makes desirabte
certai-n amendrnents to the rules of proce.dure,

Decides, r''ith effect frorn I January L96B, but vithout prejudging the question
of the instalration of mechanlcal neans of voting in the cofimittee rooms, to amend

rules 89 and 128 of its rules cf pt:ocedure as follows:
(.) In rule B!:

(i) lesignate the existlng text as paragraph (a);
(fi) Add a ne!/ paragraph (b) as follcvs:

"(t) Uhen the General Assenbly votes b;- mechanical means, a
non-record-ed vote shall replace a vote by shor,J of hands or by standing
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and a recorded vote sha11 repface a roll_call vote. Anv
representative may request a recorded vote. fn the case of areco"ded vote, the General_ Assenbly shall, unless a representativerequests othervise, dispense vith the procedure of caliing outthe nanes of the l{enbers; neverthele"", tfr" result of the votingshal1,,be inselted in the record in the same manner as a rofl_calfvote .

(b) rn rule IZB:

(i) Designate the existing text as paragraph (a);
(ii) Add. a ner.r parag"aph (b) as fotlo.r,vs:

'(b) When the co.mmittee votes by mechanical means, anon-reccrded vote shall replace a vote 1y sho\,/ of hands or bystanding and a recot:ded vote shall replale a rofl-call vote. Anyrepresentative may request a recorded vote. In the case cf arecorded vote, the conmittee shall, unless a representativerequests othervise, dispense r^rith ine lrocedure of calling cut the
l]€i,nes of the Members; neverthele5s, the result of the vcting shallbe inserted in the record. in the sane manner as a roll-ca1l vote.,'




