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re

Twenty- sixth report of the Conrmlttee on Administrati,ve and
-frrst ses slon

L. The Advisory Conulttee on Adut:i.nistrative and Sudgetary Questions has
considered a report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/LO?O) submitting revised
estlnxates for the Unlted NationB Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) under
section 20 of the budget estiuates for L961 ,:t
2. The Secretary-General advises that the revised estlmates are requested as a

consequence of recomlendations of the Second Corunlttee contained in two draft
resolutlons (A/C,2/L,912 and L,)JJ), 1n terms of nrhich the ceneral Asser0bly
(a) vould decide that the second session of the United Nations Conference cn
Trade and Developrtrent be convened at New Delhi for a period of seven weeks from
I February until 25 March I96Bj ana (b) would invlte the Trade and Development
Soard to hold a special session to be convened in New York for one day, on

2I December t)66, in order to review the calendar of meetings of UNCTAD for )967
which 1t adopted at its fourtlr session, held ln Geneva from l0 August to
24 September 1!55.
1. The Secretary-General i s initial budget estinates for l-957 under sectlon 20
totalling $9,lOO,oOO included an anount of SLTBTJ,OoO to cover the preparatory,
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conference servicing and publication costs of the second sessLon of UNCTAD, rhese
e6timates were based on the asgumption that the seeond session of the conference
would be hel-d at Geneva, the established lleadquarters of UNCTAD. The Trade and
Development Board in Geneva subsequently decided, at its fourth session, ro accepr
the generous offer of the Government of rndia to serve as host for the conference,
to be held at New Delhi for a period of seven weeks beginning in Spetemb er 1967.
1+. However, ln the light of the Second Corniittee's reconmendatio n (1,/C.Zlf .91Z)
that the second session of the conferenee should be convened at New Del-hi in
February/March L968, the secretary-Genera I advises that althcugh certain of the
expendltures relatlng to the issuing of preparatory docunentatlon and to othea
neceasary arrangements for the conference would still need to be met in L967, t},e
major portion of the expense vould be incurred in 1!68. The secretary-General hag
therefore redistrlbuted his lnittar estimate of $lrBJJrcoo for the conference, over
the yearB 196? and L968, in the ancunts of $295,5c0 and $tr5rT.,5oe re€pectively
(A/c.5/Lago).
,. As regards the second draft resolution of the Second Conmit tee (A/C.e/f,91),
inviting the Trade and Development Board to hord a special session 1n New york
on 21 December r)66 to reviev the cafendar of meetihgs of uNCTAD: the secretary-
General indicates that the servicing requirements could be undertaken within
existlng resources. Although the loard roay need to revise its calendar of meetings
for !967, the secreta ry-Gene ral belleves that their nunbe r and duration are not
like]y to be altered and that the level of related costs as initially estinated.
shou ld remain substantiarfy the sarne, leaving l-ittle l-ikelihood of achieving any
reductlons .

6. The sec reta ry-Genera L also Btates that a6 a resurt of the need to revise the
calendar of other roeetings of UNCTAD for 1967, vhlch in ar1 probability vourd pemit
no reduction Ln the total rieetings progranne, any reduction in the revised
estimates a6 norr/ presented becomes extrenely dlfficult, and he notes that such a
possibllity is nade less likely by the decision of the Trade and Development Board
at its fourth session to emba rk on nev prograrimes of work, including studies
concerning naritiue frelght rates, shipplng services and shipping conference
practices,
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7. fhe Secretary-General states his intention of reviewing the costs in I!68
of holding the second seesion of the Conference at New Delhi and of lncluding thern

in his initlal budget estlmates for that year, and also of providing an lndlcation
of the additlonaf costs to be incurred as compared to a session in Geneva which,

under the terms of ceneral Assembly resofution 2116 (XK) of 21 December 1965, l'ou1d

be reimbursed by the host Governnent.
B. ff the General Assembly approves the reconrnendations contained in the draft
resolution A/C.2/I'.912 adopted by the Second Con',:riittee concerning the convening of
the second session of the Trade and Development conference ln 1968, the Secretary-
General recommends that his initial estinate of $9rlc0r0o0 under Bection 20 of
the budget for L96? be reduced bv $L,517,5oo to $?,5621500.

Advisory Cornnittee I s observations and l:ecoronendations

9. fn its consideration of the Sec retary-Genera I ' s report, the Advisory
Corudttee recalled its obserwations and recomnendations on the estimates for

^lI utlcruo (section 20 of the budget estimates for 1967),'/ contained in its €ixthlt 7/
report to the General Assembly at its twenty-first session.z/ At that time the
Comnlttee reconmended a reduction of $j'OOrOOo in the total estimate of $!.1 rdllion
submitted by the Se cretary-General ' The Conmittee's recommendation was based

prllxari-1y on the following considerations:
(a) fhat the duration of the second session of the Conference itself coufd

possibly be shortened;
(b) That a rnore selective approach 6hou1d be taken to the inclusion of aII

pre-conference documentation inthe printed proceedings of the second

ses6l.on of the Conference;
("\ rfhAf A.me reduction d.i -F+ hc n.\ssihl6 in l-he over-aff number of sessionsruf6rr ! ve

and neetings of the Trade and Developrnent Board and j.ts subsl-dlary bodie6;
(O) Tha t ln view of the speciallzed requirements of some of the new posts

reqllested for 1967, inevitable delays would occur in recruitment for
those posts I
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(.) That some reductlon in expenditures under other chapters should be
possible sj.nce, by their nature, they vere subject to strict
adninistrative disclpline and control.

l"O. As regards the present estinates (A/C,j/Lo9A) the Conmittee notes that the
secretary-General has not taken into account the veduction of $roorooo, reconmended
by the Advisory cornmittee, and has used as a basi6 for the revisions hLs initial-
total estimate of $9.1 !0il-lion for UNCTLD ior 1967. Having nade provision for
the preparatory docunentatlon and other arrangements consldered necessary for the
conference ln the amount of $295,5oo, the secreta ry-Genera I envisages a reduction
of $L,JJ'I ,JOO, or a total requirement of $7,j62,5AO for UNCTA! (sectton 20)
tor 1967 ,

1I. the Conmittee recognizes that the decision of the Second Cornnittee has
necessitated a re-examination and reappraisar of the totat conference and meeting6
progranme for UNCTAD fn 1967 and that subsldiary bodies of the Trade and
Devefopnent Board r.riL] be required to meet and submit xeports to the eecond session
of the Conference. The Conrnittee nevertheless continues to be of the opinion that
mrch of the reasoning given in support of i.ts recomnendation for a reductLon of
$lCCroOO in the initial estimates for UNCTA! for Lg6I renains valLd, vhereas the
revised estimate nor,r recotmnended by the Secretary-Gene ral ls a result of fortuitous
factors refatlng to the postponerf,ent of the second sessLon
rather than to any proposed adruinistrative decisions taken

of
in

l-leo annfarona^

lmpl-enenting the
progranrne of work of UNCTAD in t967.
l2, The Advlsory Corunittee, while recognj.zing the efforts that have been made,
continues to be of the view that a nore rationaf approach to the total conference
and meetings progranme of UNCTAD, and a thorough reappraj.sal- and the adoptlon of
selective criteria for issuing of its related docunentatloh are necessary in the
formative years of this new organizati.on. The Coflld.ttee hope6, therefore, that
the secretary-General in reviewlng the conference and meetings pl.ogramme of UNCTAD

will take all pogsible measureB to ensure that the prerequlsites for convening
such meetings are f\rl]y met, havlng uppermost ln nlnd the essential needs of the
conferences and neetlngs and thelr efficient fUnctlonlng.
11 . As r.--ga rds the stafflng requirements of the UNCTAD secretariat Ln 1967, the
Advisory cornmittee would repeat its previous observations that a more prudent and
less hasty approach to expandlng the estabtlshment would be desirabl_e, and it 1s
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convinced that not all- of the highly speciallzed nev posts requested for 1967 will
be occ,rpied for the full year. In this connexion, the Coumittee understands that
besides the $4OO,COO reduction recomnended by the Advisory Counittee for 1966 and

approved by the General AB6embly, delays 1n recruitnent Ln I)65 witl result ln
significant f'urther savings under this heading, which vill, of ccurse, have its
conconitant effect in l-967.
Il+. The Advisory Comittee, therefore, irhile acknolrledging the new requirenents
ot UNCIAD in f9b7 resulting from the deci,sions of the Second Corurittee and taking
into account its earlier reconmendations, Temains of the opinion that savings are
possible in most of the estimates. Accordlngly, the Connlttee recomnend.s a

reduction of $162r500 in the Sec retary-Cene ral r s revised estinateE ot $7,562,rOO
or a totat or $7.1+ mil]ion ior UNCTAD (section 20) for L967.




