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I. The Adviscry Com:nittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has consldered
the Secretary-Genez"al t s progress report (A/C.5/lOTr), on the programme of
inprovements anil major maintenance of the FaLais des Nations ,at Geneva, approved in
princlple by the General AssembLy at its tr,rentieth sessionrl/ subject to the
submission by the Secretary-GeneraL of an_.annual revlev of the programme.
2. In apprcving the proposed programme r l/ the GefleraL Assembly also:

(") Authorized the Secretary-GeneraL tc accept the generous offer of the
swiss l"ederar Government of an interest-free roan of 8.5 mirrion swi"ss lrancs
($I,967,COO) reimbursable over the five-year period ISTO-L9?4.;

(t ) Authorjzed the Sec retary-Gener al , .rLitizlrg the proceeds of rjs Loan, to
go forr'rard r,rith tLre projects pLanned for inpLementation in L)66 as weLL as the
preparation of plans ancl cost estimates for the proposed extension of the conference
area; and

(c) Decjded to l,rovide for tne financjng of the programme in such a vay chat,
taking account of the repayrnent of the roan over: the years rplo-r!T\, the amountE to

L/

2/
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be provided -or in Lne budget estimates in successlve years over the perlod
L967 -L97\ shouLd be approximately equaL, i.e., of the order af $6LL'775 annuaLly.

1. FolLowlng the General Assemblyts action, the Secretary-General initiated
implementation of the programme in L)66, as set forth in annex A to docuolent

z/A/C.t/Lo\o.aI However, pending consideration by the General AssenbLy of the
secreta rv-ce nerE.1 rs nronosaLs fcr an extension of the conference faciLities and

pnnillnrw sFr\r'ir,Fs -+ r-o6sys rlJ ard Lhe Ar!visory Committeets reporLs a'd"- "--,
recommendations thereonr/l it was felt advisable to hold in abeyance certain of
projects scheduled for L)56 which might be affected by bhe proposed extension to
the Palais,
f+. fn the Sec retary-C ene raL r s Fl"ogress Rcporb (a/C.5 /LO75), und-r Lne heading
lTm-pnrranantcr' l-no lq.daci ^r^ia.+ Aoforr14 ralafcs r.n f.he r.,vamnine' of tsl_o hrae'

b!! u Pr v.J uL

and public services area at an estimated cost of $4I2rOCO. Other iterns postponed

include the air - cond it ioning of the cafeterla ($5orOOO), the additional grlll bar
($2o,oco), and the insr,allation of a pneumrtic Lube beLlieen the lcnguahe servjces
and the docunents reprcduction area ($L5rCoO), In addltion, as a resuLt of the
det'erment 1:a L967 o.' part of the vork planr.ed in the Assembly Hall, acLual cosLs

5n L)C6 are Likeiy Lo amouoL to $rO,OOO inbl,ead o' bhe $5)r,COO originalLy envisaged.

5. AII of the ltens tncladed under "Major maintenance" for L966 are being
implemented vith tne exception oI tfe relocation of Lhe Narcotics LaboraLory Tlr
vhich an expendlture of lj4o, oco had. been anticipated in L)66 ' Certain technlcal
diffic[Ities involved in its removal require further study. As regards the estimabe

of SIto,oco tor L966 relating to the renovab.ion of the vj LLa! La Pclodse ($?5,0o0)

ard La FenAtre ($TirCOO), Lne restoration of the former was subsLantjally completed

ta aillFIlro". As a result of providing f irst-f Ioor riving quarters tn
La Pelouse for the Sect etary-General of tne United t{ations Conference on Trade and

|.avalnrrar+ nlrrc. "-al1 conference rocm and ten offjces on Lhe ground lloor,
actual expenditures for this villa in L)55 amount to $IO9rOCO, an increase of

$,)+,OOO over the original estimate of $75roo0. The expenses incurred ln respect of
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the apartment and its furnishings r,/lLL be recovered in the course of tir[e ln
forflr of rentaL paid. l.trith respect to the viLLa La Fen6tre, the i"rork has not
been started and the rnajor part of the project nay be carried over to L9dT.
Additional costs of $I5rOO0 have been incurred offing to price increases in the
purchase of sirnuLtaneous interpretation equipment in cannexion ,Jith a nxmber of
improvement projects in llhe conference area of the palais.
6' The total estimated cost or the projects to be deferred in the amount of
$2241OCO is partly offset by the impLeaentation in L)66 ot certain lrcJecr,s
criginarly schedured for rater years at an estlnated cost of $r3\,ooo. These reLate
to the transfornation of the rarge area above the robby of the Assembry HaLL into a
reading rcom ard rounge for representatives and t,he necessary eqaipment therefor,
($Tercco); prcvision of ,,{indcw shades, radiator ccvers and draperies for room xvr
($eO,00O); improvements in Llghting arrangements in the Library ($e5rOCO); and the
purchase of simultaneous interpretation equilment for room X ($t7rOOO). In most
cases the "rork being undertaken bears a direct reLationship to other projects in
the same area6 approved for r!56, and it was therefore ccnsidered exDedient to

t̂advance these parts of the r,rork programne.
7' The effect cf these adjustments of the L)68 programme for inprovenents and
major maintenance is summarized beLor.{:
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3. As regards thc over-alL costs of Lhe progranmer tle Advisory Conmittee has

notecl that r^rhife local labour rates have sj-rovrn some increase Ln 195, and f!66,
the competitive position in ihe building trades at Geneva has been such that
construction costs ha-re remained relativeLy stable. The Committee assLrnes that
Lhe Secretfry-C e ncro I :ill ecp L..e :iLuaLion under revie\" in his annuaL progress
repor;s Lo i,hc Ceneral AsscrnoLy.

9. The Advisory Con:mittee recognizes that the pr:oposed extension of the conference
facilities and ancillary services at Geneva calls for a careful appraisal and

contir,uing review of the progranr0e of inprovemenis and maior maintenance of the

Palais des L'tations, The Ccruliti,ee appLreciates ihat the Se cretary-Genera L, as a

,nor- or ar nnl inrr -arci,lo..c aqna aF Fhe nrn ia.i c i r -La li d l ^^ -r'r-Fni.rrvr r\.J, i :! Pr vltLr !r

developner,'r"s and reeds be.'o.c ericcutin; ihc tror '
lC. trlhiLe the ltdvisory Cornmiiiee understands trat j,t may be necessary to adjust
the sclledu-Le of cerrain prcjecbs as the r.rorh progresses' it assumes that every

effon riill bu r0ade ro TOIJolJ es closclT as pos;ible the ,r.r'l pr: ganme set Iorth
in anne:; A of documeni: AIC,SILA\A, fn this conneriion and in the }ight of the
uccisi n Lo bo ta ren Lry t.e Cener''rI .A-sscnbly ot iLs t\/enrlr-first sessioll concerning ^
rhe pl:opose:l ex ,ersj on ( f L,le Pa'ai-r ues llarionsr L re Aovl sory L o:Ll,--Ltcee suggests
that the ljecretary-Ce r era I might visir to include in his annual revier'; of the
prcgranime lor subroission to tirc /-ssembly at it'] twenty-second session' a revised
scl-edul.e o'co;b esr:ina-te ' dis.ribuLPd by J-a..j oil Lne entire progl'amne Jf
i*provement- and ^.ajoI rainten'jnce i tne exjsl-jI.g talais des \atj ons" appl'oved in
nri-n;-t- ,r.. r\e ^,.--rnt -*-i^t_r :essior.lrf!--rft-!L vr '! /u--!ra J au rL

II. llavin[ rev,c1]-d lhe 'epor1- on L.e p rogra:-me of i:pcovEmcnLs lnLl maior

maintenance of the Palais des Nations (A/C'>/1Crl>),.rnd noting that the revisions
pr:oposed in the scheduling of th€ i.rcrh can be acconnodated I/ithin the annual

budget arrounts aplroved -by t]le General Assenbly, the Advisoly Ccmrnittee considers
thatlhc Secretary-G erer:a I shoul.l proceed r,rith the inplementation of the proiects
as enxisagecl by him, and subnit a furiher progiress report to the Genel:al Assettbly
at its ir^re nty- se cond session.
12. The Advisor:y Comnil,l;eer s cb servalrions and recommendations on the Secretary-
General's proposals:/ fcl: the ex'cension of ihe conlerence facilities at the Palais
des Nations are contained in its seventh and fifteenth Teports to the GeneraL
A.-F,flI 11, 1- 1l a . rr-4"+. ,.-=j rrr.!/
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