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l. The P:t"eSent document describes· the steps taken by the Seeretar,y-General ~ 

. by the . !nterna t.ional L~bour . OrgP..rdsa t:ton, the Food and ACJ.•icul tlu'e 07-ga.niztttion 

~ the United Nations Educational, Scientific e.nd. Oultnra.l Organization in 
~ ' . ' 

~espana~ t~ the resolutions on land reform adopted by the General Assembly 

(ra1'.19lutiops ltOl (V) and ~24 (VI}) am. by t.l1e Eeonomio am Social Council 

(;resolu.t~on 370 (XIII)))} It 1a aubmittetl in acoal'danee with J.lSracraph 7 of 

. General Asaemb:Ly resolution 52~- ((VI), . When this ).lSr~ph was adopted by the 

Ceneral, A!lfsembly it was u.!lderatood that a report, on the activities of gavermsnts 

 in response to the Assambly'a and tha-Ceu.neil'a ra0~nlationa coneernihg land 

ref~ llleasurea wou].d. not 'be available. until 1954, when ·the analyses oa+led for 

.in paragraphs 8 and 10 of Eoona.mie. am Soc~ Council resolution 370 (.:an} at's 

In response to pa.ragra.phs 8 .am J.O of Council resolution 370 (Xm), the 

Seereta.ry-Ge_neral .made D.rrsng~nta with FAO to partie.ipate in tlro uniertalctngs 

Wh:L,ch also inVolVJ3 the co.operation of JLO ani Ul'lESCO. One of these concerns 

the dzu:f'ting oi' "a singla quaetiOil!lAire addressed to .eoverlllM.nta" which is 

designed to obtain ":!I!fon:ation ~ progress in .:tand. re:fcms, including l·eg1slation 

and, oth!!lr ~a!3Uree adopted e.®. on a~ other .oba~le$ to the adoption of sueh 

measures a¢ any su,ggeationa that govel"'ll!ll'lnts may hnve co;warning· mternationa.l 
. ' ,. ' ·- ' .. - ' 

aetion_ tt>. promote land refcr::~W"·• The .ae.;~ond undertak:lng c;onoerns the am1lysis o:r 

.. 
!/ The Eeonomio ard :::ooial Council. adopted resolut-ion 370 (XIII} e.fter a 

diseuaeion of t_'f1a report on~ "Peform (Unite4 Ne:tiOI:lS Ptlbli(m\ions, Bales . 
No, l95l.II.B.3} \:!i:!.eh the Secretacy-Geheral prepared in eo-operation with FAO. 
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"the results obtained :l.n various cmintries tbi'OU.gh agricul tura.l eo-oll'!ra.tion" 

toward llleeting "the requirements of technica.l and economic Pl'Og:."eSs in ttgricultu.re 

while prese:rvil1g the rights and freetl.OIIlB of the individual", e.!ld ''bringing out the 

l'QaJ' il:!Utties ();t'ferecl. frt';m every standpotnt 'by the co-ope2•ative system 1.n this 

field". 

3· The quaeticnuaire will be deepat!'Jilad to goverl1!1lente during October 1952 With 

the raoown"lrrlation that repJ.:!.ea should be made to the Seol•et.a:r-y-C(lneral by mid-1953· 

All gove:"l:lil!onts, jrres~et!ve of th>:~ ste.ge of their eoonOiilic development, al"e being 

earr.astly r"""-'-ested to ::-eply to a.ll relov'l-I,t qnestiona. The :!.nf<>rmation which will

be re.;erinsa. i'::•om coUiit!'iea "~<'hiuh e·ra relat:vely e~dvet.cad l·Tith respect to land · 

refo:c"Ll m~asure" shou!d prove w:l..uJouie for t.he sou.1""1. fcr.·JJ':u}.e.t~.on of concluaione an;. 

reco!l!Oar.".at:!.ons on the eli.trl.n'Ol.ti(Jl:l. of d.ef'ect3 :In t~gr-a:::-:!an o truoture which may exist 

in the l!JOS ad."ffl.nc{ed (;01.'t.ti'is9. U;,JOn the l'SOe:!.pt of replies fl'6m. governmentS, it 

is plr3.n."lad to ar;:.\jy~a t'm 1nf'0:'ll'<J.tio!l atdl to pre].JS.re the reql4irod report to 'the 

Council, ·The an;3.lys!s and tl10 pr>j;c,~t~.'m of t1~e repO:i.<t m•cr again planned REI a 

eo·-oi;lerativo ent.o~·priae l:s~'""n tha Hecl'ete.ry-Gane:;:oal ar.i I'.i.O, With the a.ssistanca 

Of othll' intel'ostcd. e.,ec:.alht.d ag<J!lCies; Ths seoretarie.to of the regional 

eeono:mio cJrdi'nias.l.om, as well 'as that of·FAO, will stand. read.y to e.asist 

gove:.-Iim.f'lllt'l u:gon tba~ requilet in the prepalation o;f mater:l.a;J.~ called. :rei- by th~ 
ques tioarJ;;.;!re. 

lr. Th<:~ rarort on acricul tural eo-oJ;le~ tion :will be bali! ad on a. pie.n of work which 

he.s bben d.rnwn up li:f'te1··exteneive d.ieeussic·:m with the speciali::ed ·agencies 

ooneeJ:n·~cl. AEl presently plrumsd., the report; will examine the contribution which 

oo-opcraUva o:;:ganization has in the recent past :made to technical. aDd economic 

proy·e>se ·ill o.gi'icultu.r·a and will oonsider th!l potential eontributi~n which ·such 

organization might reasonably be eA~Cted.. to n;all:e :ln t'J:,e lieht Of the e:zist:i.ng 

obsta5les. The rsport as pr~s~ntly envisaged will cover briefly the major forlll!f 

Of .co-operative enterprise and. t!!eil• deVglo]!lllSnt in different regions, and. Will 

give e.ttention to the devolopment of dti'i'Drent typ0e of co~oparative orga:Oizat:!.on 

as well as to the sup-port given by govGr;nenta to co-operatives iii vari01.1e 

countries.· 

5. A joint et\ldy of tbe fiscal proble!llS of agriculture baa e.lso been init,iated 

by the Sacretar,r-<lenel-al in co-operation with FAO. This study is being earl"ied on 

in aeeo:rdami>e with CO\lncil, resolution 373 (:XIn), aeation I, paragraph 2 (c). A 

first report,. d.eal.i.'lg c;:lliafly with the struc;:ture e.nd eeonomic effects of the 

taxation of l.en:t, lG.lld: produce e.nd land :!.ncoms, will be submitted to the oe:x:t 

seaei~n of the Fiscal Commission. 
/6. All three 
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6. AU ~e regional eoonomie eOl!lllliSsions have 1¢ica.ted. a ~en in~eat in the 

economic problems of agricul;ture in their rsepeotiv:e regions,·· With the 

oollabo:ra.Uon of FAO, Joint agr:l.cultul."al units have been established both in the 

secreta:riat· of the Economic ·commission. for Eul'Clpe ·and in that of the Economic 

COl!lllliesion for' Le.tin Al:nerica., and a similar lln:l.t is ·to Pe set up in the 

secretariat of the Economic Commission for As:l,a and the Far East. · All three 

cOl!lllliesions have engaged. in studies on agricul:tural credit and other agricultural 

problems related to land reform or· probl,ems · o:f' agrarian structure •. 

 

7. The EcOnomic· 'Collllll!esion for Mia apd the. Fa.r East, at its l'!i~th session, 

adopted, on 5 February 1.952, a reeotu't.iodY re<;;.uest:l,ng -tile EXecutive Secretary, 

in co-operation With the ep~cializcd e~ezwies, to give hig~ pr;i.¢rity to the study 

of specific measures for agrs.r~an refol~ in the· perspective of the economic 

development. plans of the ·c~tries of ths region, 

8. The Economic COl!llllisaion for Latin .tunariea., at ite fourth session, adopted e. : 

resolntion.l/ in which it urged the go'\l'el'll!D.ents to study the problem of land ~nure-
with a view to the better utilization o:t1. the land., bearing in mind. General Assembly · 

resolution ~01 (V) on land. reform, .The. OOlll!Dittee of the Whole of ECLA approved., , 

in February 1952; the report of the l-Torking l'arty which had. studied·_the 1952·53 

work progioeJ!ime of the Commission, in which intereJ;~t was expressed in: a col;l.f~:~renoe 

on agrarian probleJDS ·tentatively :~>rojected for 1953; this !!lasting -is to be ,held· ' 

jointly by. the Gove:rmant of :Brazil and. by the United Nations and. FAO. 

9. Reeognizing that lm1d. reform measures must be supported by sound systems of 

1.a.nd an:l tax li.dminietration, the United Nations Technical Ass~stanoe Administration, 

together with the secretariat. of ECAFE a~ the Fiscal Division of tlle Department of 

Eoo:nom:l.o Affairs, is studying the poss;tb;l,Uty of a conference on l.aril. administration 

including 1.a.nd tax administration, t 0 be e.tt.end.ed. by experts from the EC.AFE -ragioil• 

The conferenoe :is expected to take place in the latter· part of 1953, and. is . 

designed to··analyse, evaluate ani compare the various aystpme of land. adtlinietra.t:ton. 

em land.· tax eilministra.tion in uss in too oou:ntr:l.es -of As·ia alld. the li'a.r East. It 

is expected that such an e.:z:eblngo of experience an:l teo)'mig,ues will i'aoil-itnto the 

:lmprovement of these system am thus cont,rib'lxta to ths implen:entation of ·lw:Jd 
retorm policies. 

g_/ . !/217-1, 

J./ E/2021. /10, A seminar 
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10. A seminar on rural welfare dealing .with several of the subjects listed in 

paragraph 5(c) of Eeonomic·and Social Council resolution 370 (XIII) is to be held 

in Brazil early in 1953. The United .Nations has for some time past provided 

technical e:ssistanee to goverll!llants ·at their request. in fields which are closely 

related to land ref~ and which bear on the general economic and soCial betterment 

of agricultaral Iioptlle.tions. A report on agriculture.;!. credit .in Guatemala drawn 

up by ECLA in June 1950 led to the dispatch, at the request of the Goverll!llant of 

Guatemala, of a joint United Nations-FAO· ~e:Ion of' two expevts to assist the 

Goverll!llant for several months in the spring of' 1951 in o;rgmizing a new system of' 

lending to farmere known as "al,tpervised J:'Ura.l credit", Unier tbis syetem, loan 

applications are considered in terms of the· farmer's plana for using the money, 

and an application is the occasion for giving technical advice to the farmer on a. 

variety of subJects. This procedure e,ssures that the ],can will be effectively 

used to foster increased agricultural production, and improves the prospects of 

repayment. · Among the firs~ seminars t!.) be organized as part of the advisory social 

lrelfare services were two regiona1 meetings which took place in the SUl!illler of 1~7 

in Medellin and Montevideo, and which, although they dealt with broad social 

problems ·in the Latin American region, also specifically included rural tfelfare 

among the topics d.isouesea, A seminar on social welfare, incl-uding ru.ra.J. welfare, · 

~las held in Beirut in the summer of 1949 at the invitation of the Lebanese 

Government, and lle.S atte:oded by representativell! of the Arab countries in the Middle 
' East. It lle.S fol:),owed in 1950 by a s:lr!lilar meeting held in Cairo at the 

imitation of the Egyptian GoVerll!llant and deyoted to ru.ra.J. welfare, considered to 

be among the most important aspects of social welfare in a region With a 

pred.ominsntly rural population• The problems of basic education, village :planning, 

ad.min:!.stration and training in rural areaa, social, aapecte of rura+ welfare, rural 

health and hygiene, co-operatives in rural aree.a and the economic, agricultural and. 

industrial aspects of rural development were d:!.scussed, EXperts from the Arab 

countries :ln the reg:!.on t:>.nd from the FAO, WHO, UW!SCO.and JLO participated With 

government representatives in•aralf!ngu:p integrated and comprehensive plans for 

improving rural ste.ndard.e, 

11. In carrying through pro~e of technical assistance to under-developed 

countries and territories, the work of the participating orge.nizations of the 

Technical Assistance Board frequently impinges on the large quest:!.on of land reform, 

/There can 
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There can be no doubt that measures of lam reform, as recommenied in Economic and 

Social Council resolution 370 (XIn), would help am complement many kinds of 

.technical assistance at present being provided under the ExpaliLed Programme, But 

'!;he J;artioipating orgs.niza.tions operate exclusively in res:po:use to requests received 

from govel:'Illllants, SJ:ld there has been only one request for help in undertaking 

measures of land reform, a request :made by the Govel:'Illllant of Bra~il to FAD. For 

this reason, TAB is able to report only a limited advance in this field of war!>, 

though its participating agencies ~ould give high priorit,y to requests of this kind 

sent in by gcvel'll)!lents, When, later on in the year, the Executive Chai'f.'lllll.n of TAB 

undertakes the detailed pro~ revie~ required of·hi~uliter his new terms of 

reference}:/ it will be :possible for the BolJ.;:d. to aasees n:.ore olE;~arly the ways in 

which aasistance related. to laJil_ refo.-ms can be dovetailed into the present 

progl:'ammes of technical assistance, as f'ul•ther requests are received from 

govel:'Illllants in this p~:::-tio~<Lar field.. 

12. ~he remailiter of the present document is based on materials supplied by ILO, 
. . 

FAD alit UNESCO at the request of the Secretary-Generel, !'l.lit briefly su:romarizea the 

stepa taken by those organ:lzntions in response to GGneral. Assembly resolution 

52~ (VI) am Economic am Social Council resolution 370 (X~). 

13, The Governtng Body of ILO, at its ll7th session, in diecnss:lng the EconomiQ 

and Social Council resolution on laliL reform, associated itself with the Council 

SJ:ld the General Assembly in recognizing the importance of laliL reforlDJ placed on 

record its williiJi'l:!lees that ILO should co·OJ?Eirate with tte wated Nations and other 

spsoial.ited agenlliAs comerne"- on the lines indicated in GGneral .Assembly resolution 

524 (VI); end deci·ied that the resolution should be cOllll:!Jl.Ulicated to those organs of 

ILO having an· interes:t in matters relati.ng to le.lit reform. It further recommsliLed. 

that high priority should be given to technical as<Jistanoe on lalit reform questions 

coming 'Within the competer.ce of ILO, alit Mked t:!le Diractor-%r.erel, ~Then mal>ing 

pro:r-oaals for the agenda of fu~1re seEtsions of relevant JLO qcmmittees alit 

oonforancas, to submit specific suggestions re[;S.rd:!ng suitable items b13aring upon 

the question of la.D4 reform. 

!!./ E/2238, paregraph l2(a). 
/14, The Fifth 
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llJ. The Fifth Conference of American States m.embers of lLO adopted a resolution on - . . - ' . . . 

land reform.. This resolut:l:.on, among other th1tlg91 called on- the governments to 
. . . ' ' . . . 

focus special ~ttention on the efficient ~as of.land rssouroes.aa a paramount 

. factor. in eOODQ!IliO develo_pment and On·l~ re;form as _a 1JOSitiye :m;eall!" 07:· prOViding 

security of em.ploy11lent, of'. cheok;!.ng rural exodus, of :tnoraasing ~oduotiv;J.ty and 

real inoo:mes, and of raieing.etandarda of' l.iVine in.the co;mtrysid,e, The. . - - . ,· .. 
Conf'erenoe noted that maey ;important aspects of the problem of ·la.ild. reform. fell .· 

Within tl;le purview of lLO, and aesociat-sd. itself with the wiSh that JLO l!lhould make . ' . . . 
ite.f'ull oontr~bution :ln action ~artakan :ln this field.. . . • .. 
1.5. JLO. ~ticipated. :ln en inter-agency m.eetill.g on land reform convened. by FAO. in 

:Ro:me in (l.pril-1952 and referral\ to in pa:"egraph 2l.below; it also ~ontributed. to 

the tn.m1ng of the single questionnaire to be sent to goverill!Jente o;n progress in 

and obstaol.ea. to l&:A reform, ref'erred .to :!n paragraphs 2 and 3 above;' ·. 

16. lLO iS coni;iml.ing to stud.y the most effective mea.ns of contributing to an. 

examination of i;he.,whole range of problelllf.l associated with e.gra.ria.n.ref'orms which 

have an 1.m,portant bearing upon the oonditioM of l~e am of work of aep:-iculture,l 

workers •. 

FOOD AND .AGRJ:COLTURE ORGAl'liZA'l'ION 

17. The Food and AgriCulture Organization's interest in land te~re and the 

related as:psote of the agrarian ai;~cture derives from tbe obJects of the 

,organization as defined. :!n its constitution, and wprk on those subjects had thus 

bee~ pa:rt of the ordinary programme of FAO long before the ·t':irst Economic and Socia

Council resolution. For ~mple, by the end of 1950, a. series of studies on the 

land '!;enure systems Of variOQ.S countries had been attempted.;_ a study on the 

ooMolid.ation of fragmented. hOld.ingS_ and a general paper on eesf)nt:tal. steps in 

.Mtiowl agJ:"ioultuzoe.l a.e;velopment had been publishec1.; local studieS on agl:'icul tural: 

_credit had been made (some of which have .been pubHshed); ·papers on land settlement 

and l'ElBettleJllant for agri.,d ture am on a[ll';!.cul tura.l cr.edi t for the £1:iall f'armar 1 

which contain much I!IB.terial relevant to the subject, had. been written (these .have 

si;nce been publ:l.shed.); .and a study Of the land tenure eystB!Ilf.l _in rela~:l:qn 'to 

a,grioultul'e development had been drafted. !!.'his work under .the .. ordinary programme 

contiml.ed. tllrou(i!hout 1951 and a till continues, Technical meetingS on agricul tursl 

co-operstives have been held. in the Ce.X'ibbean area !lJ:lO, in the Far East, and a 

regional meeting on J..and utili~tion, which tOQ.ohed on some aspects .of the agrarian 

/structure 



 

structure, has. been held in Ce;tloni ~t the begi!lllins of 1952, field work·on 

agricultural C:t'edit under the'Ex];Janded Pro~ .of Technical Assietano'e -~ iil 

:progre~ iil :L:!.bya, :t:ran, ,Honduras Mel' J&iJa+ea, 'anl.' on agriculture.1 co-oper~tives 
iil Mexioe> (Fundamental Educa'!;ion Centre) and Thailand.. A regionlil traiiling centre 

on co-operatives iil the Near East and a semiilar on agricultural credit iil.Latiil 

A:meri,O"'; are. in preparation. A study has also been beg11n, iil collaboration 'with 

.tile Fiscal.Division of the .Secretariat of the Uni'i<ed Natio:ns, on the e:f:'feet on 

agricultural de,velopment of rural. tacmtion 'am other aspects of fisc~l policy (s~e 
also paragraph 5 a~~e}:. The effect ·of ·the 1950 ·resolutio:ns of' the :Eoonomio ana 
Social Co11ncil and the General Assembly was thus not so mu.oh to st:!lm.late FAO •'s . . . . . . ' . 

mterest iil defects iil the agrarian .structure e.s to enable added emphasis to be · 

given to the subject iil, the organization's annual programmes. 

18 •. The. first. actio~ taken by FAO ari~tdng directl)' from the 1950 resolutions of . . . . - . - . . 
• the· TJnit!ld Na-tions ;was its collaboration with the United Natio!iS iil. the ·pro;rparahon 

of the ~eport pr~sented by the se0retary-Generlll to the Economic'ail!;l. Social OorumU 

at it~ thirteenth s~ssion,:ll The next, and from the poiilt of view of FA.o; the · 

mos~ import\?-~t, ste~ "~>'EI.S ·the full·disoussion of the subject which tool\: place' tit th~ 
sixth session of the oon:r.erende of F/1.0 m.l951 and resulted iil a compre)lensive • 

resolutiort (No. 8) and, thE> ·grant of additional funds which allowed the. Director~ 
. ' ' -

General consid!)rably to expand his .prOg!'llJllDle <if ~fork, This expanded programme 
. ' ~ . . . ' . ' . - . . ' . 

falls iilto. two Jiarts, a prograD'Illle of s.tudy' and a' progr8Jll!i!e of' action, · The first 

is regarded by FAO ae an essential preliminary to the second because of· the great · 

compleJ;ity of t.he sub.~ect and the 19Xtent to' :which the isSU:aa are misuride:zi:i,todd' or· 

clouded by .. political, .. id.eologic:al or .sentinliital approaclies. The· :ProB:r~' ?r'. 
stud~es if!., in¢1.eed, .to b,e ~'regard!l'd as. a prel:!lniilary one intepded to clarify. iSsuek · 

ani to apJ?raise in general terms .. the .characteristics .of different 'typas of: ·t~ntire . . ' . . 
and their effect on different agricultural situatione; The studies wtll consist 

' ' ' . - . . 
of two rE!la.t'!ll aer:J,es of docurae.nts,. the fix:st ini:ludi.nz a'Mbliograpcy,,a p8:par on 

def'initibh oi' terns ~. their translation and a few general studies on''methadology 
. f' .• · ' . ' .- . ' • ' . . ' ' ~ . . ~ . 

and general priilciples, and. t~e .. second .ill the .. form of functional monograp)Ja 

analysing, on the basis of existing kn01qledce, the c!Jare.oteristics of the :main 

types_ of land tenure and the problems to which they give rise. Work on the 

bibliography and definitions is already well-advanced. Work on several of the 

2./ Land'Reform, United Nations Pu.blications, Sales No. l95l,II.B.3. 

/other studies 
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other studies has already begu.n, and preparations have been made tor othe:rs to. 

commence in the near fUture, These prel1minary studies are re~ed as essential, 

both for the briefing of experts engag.;~d in the practical pa:rts of the ·programme, 

and to assist gover!llllElnts approaching the proble111 to do so frQia a 'sound and 

practical point of view. 

19, The. second part of the programme consists of practical work to be carried out 

:mainly within tl:la territories of member countries. It is expected that much of 

this work Will fall under the Ex:pa!lded P:rogra.nDDS of Technical Assistance,. but 

clearly the extent to which, the work can be done will depend ultinla.tely on the 

desires of member countries and on the requeeta for assistance received, This 

practical work is of three ki!ld'S: country stu.dies, regional seminars and 

demo:petratione or experiments. tL'he c01mtry stu.dies are intended to be analyses 

of agrarian situ.atione derived from data collected in the field, accompanied, if 

req1lirsd, by recommendations for action. The regional seminars are intended to 

provide an opportun-ity for free di~>cussion and the pool-ing of knowledge as well as 

for a certain amount of expert instruction. The first of these regional seminars 

Will be held early in 1953 in Latin America, and will combine the subject of land 

tenure With those of land use and of plans for ~ioultural development. 

Demonstration and eX¢srimental projects are expected to develop out of the country 

studies or out or the discussions at the regional seminars. The extent and success

of this practical pro~ lllllst inevitably depend on the interest and co-operation 

of member gover!llllElnts. 

20. FAO is sharing jointly with the United Nations in the preparation of the 

~estionnaire on land-reform and the stu.dy on co-operatives which the Secretary

General was requested to issue under ~conomio and Social Council resolution 370(IIIh

!IP-d considerable joint diS<mssion has already taken place on these matters. 

21. FAO has also taken tl:le initiative in arranging a meeting in Rome on 

22~24 April 1952, wW.ch we e.ttended by representatives of the international 

agendas interested in le.nd reform •. ':fue subject of· this meeting was the 

co .. Ql'diDQ.tiQII. between the~ several p:rogrammea of work. 

/U'Nr!mJ NATIONS 
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22_. ··1iJllESCO •. considers that. ii: can ·contribute to the international aQtion''·· · 

·_;r"eo~lld.ed by the General J).ssembly (52~(VI)) and the EconOl!lia az:d Sooi&l council 

.. o {'j70. :(XI:n:)) in the folloWi~ ways: 

(1)· Through ite effo;rts to :prcmote the a.evelopr::ant of ed;v.oatfon in· rural 

... e,rflae; U'NESCO san··help ·gover%llllant~;~ ani ·the competent international ·org!!llizations to 

establish conditions in which land re~orill can be ililderta.ken and carried 'out with a 

···•.;r~onf!ble. prospect o:f' ·success; 

•,, .. · r·{2) ·UNESCO can hel:g goveJ;'l'DllSnts, in co~o])e.ra.tion with: the competent 

international. organizationa., to Uild.ertali:e scientific sociological, legal ai'.id ., 

.. ·· _ad_m,nis~ra.tive research into proc~es ·of land reform a.tid the effect o·{ such 

re$~.o.,_ l')lral populations, · · ·· · 

.:!'3· r~UNESCO •s activities· in (lOnnexion with :!.'undamental education 'relate ch:l:s;f'ly to 

rural areas, They concern·both ·children and adults~ By their ver.r nature they 

.·nsQ.Etssitate oonstant.oo;Llabora.tion with the United Nat:tons, the n;o·, FAO and WHO • 

;By;·:!llUtual agreelll.Bnt f'I.Uldamental ed.ucaC;ion has· been defined as ·:follows: ''Fundamental 

ed,uoa,tion is that kind of rninimtlrn·am General eauoeition which aii:ns to help children 

and.. e,d.ults who do not have the adva.ntaces of forrpal education to Ullderatand the 

prp:l?l~IIlfl· of their i.lm'Jlediate e!W,U'onment and their'righte a!d duties as 'citizens 

,!!Jld. :1.¢iv:!.dUale,:az:d to par:tioipate more eff-ectively· in the ·economic and soo:iill 

progress of theU' cClJ!imUnity·, ". . . 

.. ,24., : UN!l:SCO',s J'Jret step was to.:defibe the.'·Probl.ems whieh OO:iet :l,n th;l.s sphere of 

inj;e:rnati~ action by :means of a series ·of .r.egioilal conferences anti. selli:lxili.rs'. 

)>5· ,--:r~··th1s end a confere:nae atterA.i>d by the' representat.ives of eight Aai!m ·am 
~r .. Eae'Wrn countries was ·held at Nanking 1n 1947; UJld$1" ·the auspices of' lJrollSCO and 

th<il. Chil).ese .. Qover%llllant; ,a similar oonfer.ence was held ·at Mexico City in' the-slime 

ye~., ,-.In·l~·a regional seminar on·eduoa.t;l,on in Latin :America, at"Whioh 'Mventeen 

cOUI>i;r:l.es W~>re"representad.,· was convened at caracas. by the ·:·Organization of :American 

States and UNESCO jointly. FolloWing a recolllJllendation adopted at thie sooiinar, a 

further seniinar on literacy and· e.Q,uilt .education was held ·at ·Q.uitandil)ha (B.ra.til) 1n 

19\1-9 •.. ··:The :same· yeal:' a seminar.~on·Tlllial adult education, at which fi:f'ty~siX • 

,countdee. 0..r. ·territories ·~rer.e r.s)?reaertted·;, ·:WS.e held' at :My!! ore (India:) .• ·: · · · -· · 
•• i., • . . :.· '·; :· 



,.. .- . 
, .. A/'2194 
· Page ·lo 

2:~. UNESCO'£! .a~rtivities include the dissemination of im,proved methods am 

techniques, the production of teaching material aDd the training of spec:leli,zed 

staff, Its opel;'S.tions are car:ried on principally Within the framework of the 

·system of associated projects am the. scheme for the establ:lsl:!m6n~ of a network . 

of international i\tndamental educat::.on centres,§/ -· . 

'27. The system Of associated projeqts cone:i.sts Of a network Of national. enterpl:'ises 

of fu:rul:amental education linked ·with UNESco· with a view to promoting the 

international exchange of info~t:!.on ana si:;ilm;i.lating local e.xp.;~r:lnient. At the 

present t:l,lne the system includes forty~six pi:'Ojects Ol'ganizSd by seventeen Member 

States. 

28, mooco assists in the training of specialists in f'und.amental. education, who 

will re~ to work in their own countries, by the establishment of national aDd 

international. centres intended to provide a model for the States in the region for 

the carrying out. of national, mass :f'm:Jilemental ed.uoation crunpaigna • 

·29·· The first such centre, wb,ioh serves Latin America,-has been in operation at 

·. Patzcuaro, Mexico, since May 3.951, It was set tip with the help of the Mexican 

Gov.el:'llment aDd the Organization of American States aDd with the co~opsration ~f the

· JLO, FAO aDd WHO. The first students came from nips Latin American countries 

(Bol:ivia, COE!ta Rica, Eoua.dw, El SalVador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico aDd 

Peru). The centre's activities have been expanded in order to sxtsm the benefits 

of the c.entre to other Latin il!ner:l:can States members of UNESCO, 

30, An agreement was sigoad. on 25 April 1952 between the Egyptian Gove1'Illl!8nt a;nd 

urmsoo for the establ,ishmant during the current year of a secom fu;ndamental 

.education centre at Sirs~el~L%'ari, in the Menouf region (Egypt). It Will serve 

Egypt, JXa.q, the Re.sh6mite Kingd.Clll of Joraan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia a;nd Syria. 

31. Side by side With the establi.sbment Of international osntrea, UIOOCO is 

organizing or assisting 'the national training centres .established. within the 

frrunework"of the ~stoon of associated PrOjects or the Expanded Programme o~ 
Technical Assistance. 

32. moooo has, for exrunple, hel.ped to organize a demonstration centre for 

fund-a,mental !!dtloation in the a.g~;"icultural settlement at Minnerya, Ceylon, the 

Marbial Vall.e;r Project, 1i:t Haiti, beSu:n in 1948,' find a demonstration centre for 

~entai education at Dmeh, ·in LibE)riA.' In Syria, UNESCO el:llerts are working 

§/ ~hese~aotiv1t1es are described in detail in UNESCO's latest report to the United
Nat:tone~ submitted to the Economip ani Social Council at its fourteenth session 
(E/2226}. /t t o sa up 
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to .l'!e,t up a ~ining <;entre t~ s,pecialis'l;s ~·!'~~qamente.l·eAl,lcaticin in ;r.olU'al . ' . ·-· . ; -- •' . . 

areas. . •-'· ... . .. : 
·' • J 

33· . UN.ESCO alec; ~nv:I,SaEes a tra;tn:!.pg Wogt"S;!Illlle ,for .the ,~t:!.pg of a lll.UJlber oj' .. 

izidivid.ual scho~~hipa. and..e, '~p i;ra.~ scheme!' W. give.. young students ... ·. -.. . . . . ' ..... 
specialized tl-aining in :f'und.a!ll5nte.l ,edu.cat:f.pn, . . .. -(. ' . . . ~. . . . ,, •.. ' ' . ' ' 

31J-. trnES.cio is e.ls~ ce:mms cut .e. l~ns~tel:lll progr8.111llle. for the prcgrees.;J.ve . . . . . . '.. . . ~. . . . - ' . - . - - . 

generalization ()f. free compulsory wi,mary education. 

35• :B~~~se ~f· ~~~ ~d~~~io~ value •. a¢1;heU: encQ!lragemel'),t_ of a spill'1-t of • • · 
. : ·' . ' . . 

initiative and mutual help amons rurel. coliilllUnitiee, e.gricul~ eo-operatives 

provide valuable support to the development .. of :f'und.amantaJ. education. With the 

co-operation of the IL01 instruction on the orga~zation of co-operatives hae 

. therefore been included in the ~grammes of the rasieDal fundamental· education· 

centre for Latin America and of a number of national centres such as the Haiti 

centre. In 1950 UNESCO rublished., in consultation with the JLO, a monograph 

entitled "co-operatives in Ji'!mdementaJ. Education", 

36, FolloWing resolution 370 (.xrn) adopted by the Economic and Social C01incil and 

approved by the General Assembly 1 the Executive Board of UNESCO hae included in the 

draft programme for 1953/195lJ·, which will be submitted to the next session of the 

General· Conference (November 1952) 1 certaip projects under which various branchee 

of the social sciences would contribute to the study of questions relatins to lam 
refol'm, 

37. The followins resolutions are accordingly submitted to the General Conference: 

"Member States e.re invited to undertake surveys of the conditions 

governins the land, reforms Which they have already carried cut or are 

contemplating, together with the effects of such reforms, and to transmit 

the results of these surveys to tlw Diractor-General (Besolut:J.on 3.241) , " 

"'l'he Direotor~Ganeral is authorized, in co-operation with the United. 

Nations and the other specialized e.genciea, to encourage scientific 

studies of the lesaJ. and administrative procedures of land reform and. 

of the sooie.l effect of such reform upon the rural population (Resol,ution 

3.242)," 

38. Inaccoxdanos with the second resolution, co proposes to participate in 

the analysis Of the replies to the questionnaire p vided for by resolution 370(XIII) 

/of the Economic 
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of the Ecohomic l!.nd Social CounoU' azxl, if the General Conferelllle :asreea, it Will 

undertake, in close conjunction with the United Naticms eJ:ld the specialized 

agenaiea COilCSriWd1 a mll)'ber Of Studies With regalod to: agricultul:'al co-;operatiVeS 

fi'om the ·point of view elf the rights and · freedoxns of the Uldividual; the 

repercussions bom the sociological point of view of the agrwian stxuoture on 

rural populatiohS; $Dd1 in the le,ga.l sphere, the ·way in whi~h various natiozial 

le,ga.l systems deal With lal'lli questions.- . mmsao Will sntzull't thiS', ;Latter study 

to the Internat:;t.onal Committee of' Oom~tive Law·. 

___ ... ., 




