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QUESTION OF THE VICLATION CF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE
OCCUPTED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE

Letter dated 18 February 1980 from the Permanent Bepresgentative
of the Arab Republic of Egypt to fthe United Nations Officc and
specialized agencies at Geneva, addressed to the Chairman of
the Commisgion on Humen Rights at its thirty-sixth session

The delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the Commission on Human Rights
has the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of the letter addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations by the Permancnt Representative of the
Arab Republic of Egypt to the Organization, dated 14 February 1980, concerning
the Israeli decision to cstablish ncw settlements in the occupicd Yown of Bl Khalil.

This letter has been circulated as a docwwent of the Security souncil and of
the General Assecnbly.

The Egyptian delegation requests you to have this letter circulated as an

official document of the Cormission under agenda iten 4.

(Signed) OMRAN EL SHAFETL

GE.80-11509
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Letter dated 14 Fobruary7l980, from Permancnt
Representative of Baypt to-the United Nations,
addressed to thée Sedretary-General

T My Governnient views with scriousross the decision of the Israeli Govermaent to..
allow Isracli citizons to scttle in the Arab city of Al-Khalil (hebron) in the
occupied West Bank.

I would like to inforn you that Dr. Mostafa Khalil, Egypt's Prince Ministér and-
Minister for Foreign Affaire, addressed, on 13 Februery 1980 an urgent mcssage to
the United States Sccretary of State, Mr. Cyrus Vance, drawing his attention to this
decision by the Isracli government and fe -the gravity of such measurcs which reflcct
a noticeable cscalation in Isracl's scttlement policy in the Palestinian occupicd
territorics. ' - ' '

In hig nessage, the Prine Minister of Egypt cuphasized thet the illegel Isracli
policy in the dccupicd territories violntes the principle of the inedmissobidlity of
the accuisiticn of FTritory by war as provided for in Security Council  resolution
242 (1967) whiclh constitutes the Lrancwork of *he Camp David agreenents and is
considered as one of the main clements in the nresent efforts towards the establishmont
of peace in the arca. . The Prime Minister stressed that such Isracli Policy:

Fed

1. increases tension in the arca end poscs a threat to its scouritys

2. -leads to a weakening of the States of the arca vis-a-vis cxternzal dangers;

3. . conflictg with-the Camp Devid agreenents in letter ond spirit and affects the
prosnects of & successful conclusicn of current cfforts to cstablish full autonomy in
l H Lo
the Weet Bank and Gaza towards o just solution of the Palestinian question; -

4. constitutes a challenge to United Stotes cormitment expressed by President Carter
in his recent stote of the union nesscge to work for the establishuent of full autonoily
in the West Bank and Gaza and the resclution of the Palestinian question in all its
agpdcts, « ’

The Prime Minister of EDgypt has urged the United Statcs to take a fimm gtand
against Isrocel's versistance in its illegel settlement policy which is totally
rejected in form and content by Bgypt, the Arab States and the entire world, including
the United Statos.

I would like %o inform Your Excellency also that, upon hearing of the Israeli
decision, an official Bgyptian spokesnan stoted that the Governnent of Egypt cxpressed
its grave anxicty and conccorn regarding the decision of the Isrocli Government 1o
allow its citizens to scttle in the Areb city of L1-Khalil in the occupicd West Bank
and to cxpand the Isracli settlenent of Kiriet-Arba by building 1.400 new housing
units in addition to establishing three new scitlements.

In his statenent, the Spokesmon deplored this Isracli decision which violates
the Geneva Conventions in letter end the United Nations resclutions.



Furthermﬂrog thios decisicn stitutcs an obpstocls 104
cstablishilent of full Palostinian uutﬂnony in’ the West Bank and +
It is certain that the tining of h~ docigion doos not
£

the arca and is congidered o gtey

rotictions fer the
ho Gazo Strip ...

hcln the cause of poace in

I kindly rccuest that this be ciroulated as an official document of
the General Asscrnibly, under the itons ontitled "Question of Palestine” ond
"Report of the Spccial Committec to investigete Isroeli practices affocting the
buan rizhts of the populetion of the occupicd torritorics’ cnd of the Scourity Council,






