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  Letter dated 18 April 2017 from the Permanent Representative of 

Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General  
 

 

 Upon instruction from my Government, I transmit herewith two documents 

detailing the infringements of international air traffic regulations and violations of 

the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkey (see annex I) and the 

illegal use of closed ports by Turkish warships (see annex II) during the month of 

February 2017. It should also be noted that Turkish commercial aircraft 

systematically use the illegal airport of Tympou.  

 Furthermore, I wish to inform you that the occupation regime illega lly issued 

three notices to airmen, on 6 and 28 February, relating to exercises conducted by the 

Turkish Air Force.  

 In addition, more recently, the occupation regime has started interfering with 

radio frequencies, including distress and emergency frequencies, of the Republic of 

Cyprus, thus obstructing the smooth operation of the NAVTEX service that delivers 

navigational and meteorological warnings and forecasts, as well as urgent maritime 

safety information, to ships. 

 The actions of Turkey are clearly aimed at undermining the sovereignty of the 

Republic of Cyprus, bolstering the continuing de facto division and upgrading the 

secessionist entity’s status, by claiming a purported airspace over the occupied 

territory of the Republic. In addition, Turkey continues to systematically harass 

civilian and military aircraft within the Nicosia flight information region (FIR) via 

radio calls. Meanwhile, Nicosia FIR infringements of regulations and violations of 

the national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus continue unabated. The policy of 

Turkey of persistently breaching international law and defying international rules 

and regulations puts the safety of international civil aviation at risk, has a negative 

impact on the stability of the region and causes difficulties for air traffic over 

Cyprus.  

 It should further be underlined that the continuation of the illegal actions of 

Turkey creates tension during a critical period for the successful outcome of the 

ongoing negotiation process for a peaceful comprehensive solution to the Cyprus 

problem.  
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 On behalf of my Government, I strongly protest against the continuing 

infringements of international air traffic regulations and the violations of the 

national airspace and the territorial waters of the Republic of Cyprus by Turkey and 

appeal for their immediate cessation. The Republic of Cyprus reiterates, in this 

respect, its call for adherence to the principle of sovereignty and non-interference 

enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.  

 I should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter and its annexes as 

a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 41, and of the Security 

Council.  

 

 

(Signed) Kornelios S. Korneliou 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 18 April 2017 from the Permanent 

Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General 
 

 

  Airborne violations  
 

Date Time Nature of violation 

   1 February 0959-1017 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia flight information region (FIR) and the 

national airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia area control centre (ACC).  

 1149-1208 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1226-1253 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1604-1629 One B-200 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

2 February 1015-1100  One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1055-1222 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

6 February  0922-1015 One PC-12 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1245-1453 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1334-1432 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 



A/71/879 

S/2017/338 
 

 

17-06541 4/8 

 

Date Time Nature of violation 

    1343-1443 Two F-16 and two F-4 Turkish military aircraft infringed international 

air traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national 

airspace of the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1355-1447 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1532-1551 One PC-12 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

7 February 1323-1412 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

8 February 0830-0849 One PC-12 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 0938-1056 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

10 February  0940-1102 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1210-1230 One C-650 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 2118-2210 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

11 February 1106-1127  One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

    1301-1317 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

13 February  1303-1447 Two Turkish military helicopters infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

14 February 0932-1059 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1720-18.35 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

15 February 1032-1056 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1314-1505 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1406-1422 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

16 February  1107-1208 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

17 February  0930-1010 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1018-1058 Two Cougar Turkish military helicopters infringed international  air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

   20 February 1040-1154 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1130-1138 Two F-4 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1131-1139 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1325-1449 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1327-1435 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 2200-2214 One Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

21 February 0951-1205 Two AS-532 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

 1014-1235 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit and 

without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 2101-2119 One GLF-4 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

22 February 1000-1133 Two Turkish military helicopters infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 

27 February 1318-1420 One Cougar Turkish military helicopter infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

   28 February 0916-1035 Two Cougar Turkish military helicopters infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without contacting 

the Nicosia ACC. 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 18 April 2017 from the Permanent 

Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General  
 

 

  Naval violations 
 

Date Nature of violation 

  1-3 February  One P-330 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic 

of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while participating in 

a naval operation of the occupation forces.  

3-15 February  One P-331 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic 

of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while participating in 

a naval operation of the occupation forces.  

11-12 February  One A-1600 Turkish vehicle carrier vessel violated the territorial  waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta.  

17-28 February  One P-334 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic 

of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while participating in 

a naval operation of the occupation forces.  

28 February  One A-1600 Turkish vehicle carrier vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta.  

 


