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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a,m.

ADDRESS BY MR. ELIAS HRAQUI, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON

The PRESIDENT (interpretation f£rom Arabic): The Assembly will first
hear an address by the President of the Lebanese Republic.

Mr. Elias Hraoui, President of the Republic of Lehanon, was_escorted
into the General Assembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the
General Assembly I have the honour to welcome to the Uanited Rations the
President of the Lebanese Republie, Mr. Elias Hraoui - who represents the
unified Lebancn - and to invite him to address the Assembly.

President HRAOUI (interpretation from Arabic): Lebanon comes to the
United Nations this year, having overcome severe crises and devastating wars.
This it has done thanks to the faithfulness of the Lebanese, their attachment
to the country and their unity of will; to the support of sister Arab
countries and other friendly nations: and to the United Nations, which has
consistently supported Lebanon’s right to sovereignty, independence and peace.

Yamms T T 2 e e a b vna D deea ~ mmmrrm s T aden esmee 3~ -
HAY . takes this Spportunity i congrotulate you, Sir, om

the presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-sizth session. You
represent the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with which we have profound ties of
friendship and fraternity. Lebanon has always appreciated and continues to
appreciate the Kingdom's contribution to the process by which we are
extricating ourselves from war, under the leadership of

King Fahd bin Abdulaziz.



AE/gt - A/46/DV.6
3-5

{Pregident Hraoui)
I wish to pay tribute to your predecessor - the President of the General
Assemdly at its forty-fifth session - and to express to the Secretary-General
my deep appreciatiun of his genuine interest in Lebanon and of the
distinguished role that the United Nations, under his leadership, has played

in forging international cooperation.
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(President Hraoui)

While welcoming the new States that have recently joined the United
Nations, I wish to affirm today that Lebanon has broken out of the vicious
circle of war that was imposed upon it, has begun to regain confidence in
itself and to re-emerge on the world scene and play a unique role.

Our Government's commitment to the letter and spirit of "The National
Conciliation Document” has enabled our central Government, in only a few
months, to re-establish the authority of the State and to remove the barriers
that separated one area from another. The country has regained its unity and
our citisens have rallied around the State, The militias have been dissolved
and their guns have fallen silent. The State has eliminated the basic causes
of the war and, therefors, of the existence of the militias that arose because
of them. The State has now collected the weapons of the militias and outlawed
the possession of weapons other than by loqitimate authority.

The Lebanese Army and the internal security forces have been deployed in
the capital and in the outlying areas. They have also been deployed in our
steadfast South, side by side with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL), with a view to extending the authority of the State there. We owe
UNIFIL a great debt for the many sacrifices it has made in the performance of
its noble mission.

We have reactivated State institutions and begun the process of
restructuring them in the light of our urgent needs. We have revived national
political life along democratic lines and affirmed our respect for all beliefs
in the context of law and the national good. We have implemented political
reforms and amended the Constitution accordingly. The Constitution has become

more compatible with the principles of freedom, justice and equitable

power-sharing.
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The world today is moving raplidly towards cooperation and ccordination
among States. New blocs are emerging: Europe 1992, the Organisation of
American States, the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Union of the Arab
Maghreb, are all examples of that trend. And the Lebanese, by nature open to
others and anxious to cooperate, have recently ratified a Treaty of
Brotherhood, Cooperation and Coordination with Syria on the basis of mutual
respect for the independence and sovereignty of each of the two States. In
this context, Lebanon must express its gratitude for the great sacrifices that
President Hafix al-Assad has made in helping us realize national
reconciliation and regain the authority of the State.

These are some of the achievements which brought Lebanon from despair to
hope, from anarchy to order, and from fragmentation to unity. This
transformation has been due largely to the character of our people. We are a
peace-loving people that aspires after development. We are inclined by nature
to conciliation in the context of democratic principles and respect for
fundamental freedoms.

We have rminstated the State in Lebanon and the country now ernjoys
security and stability. But we still have much to do to eliminate the effects
of the crises that engulfed our land, including the hostage crisis.

That crisis arose because of the prevalence of anarchy and the forced
neutralization of Lebanese lagitimate authority in large areas of the country
for many years. Lebanon was among the first to condemn this phenomenon
because it is in direct contradiction with our customs and traditions and with
the basic principles of law and human righta. Indeed, Lebanon itself became a
hostage to that alien phenomenon and its international repercuasions. The

Lebanese Government is dete-mined to cooperate with all to put an end to this
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crisis. And the Government proved its determination when recently it folled
the plans of those who stand to lose from the freeing of hostages and
prisoners and the return to normalcy.

The Government of Lebanon has implemented most of the provisions of “The
National Conciliation Document” on which the Lebanese agreed in Taif, with the
support of the League of Arab States, the sister Arab States, the members of
the Arab Tripartite Committee, friendly nations, the international community
and, in particular, the permanent members of the Security Council.

But the work is not over. One of the provisions that are yet to be
implemented is the provision relating to the extension of the authority of the
State to South Lebanon through our own forces in accordance with Security
Council resolution 425 (1978). This resolution upheld Lebanon's rights in the
face of the Israeli occupation of vast parts of our South and Western Biqga’'.
Under resolution 425 (1978) the Security Council established UNIFIL to ensure
the immediate withdrawal of Israeli forces from our internationally recognized
borders and o ensure the return of the authority of the Lebanese State over
that area.

It is natural, therefore, that we ask for the implementation of Security
Council resolution 425 (1978) and insist on the separation of the problem of
South Lebanon from the overail Middle East problem. We support all efforts to
which our sister Arab States sgree and are ready to facilitate all
international endeavours aimed at a just, compsehensive and permanent peace in
the Middle East.

We want our rights. Our people in the South suffer under the yoke of
Israeli occupation and are continuously exposed to aggrassion, which threatens

their lives, their property and their fundamental humar rights. We have paid
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enough for the wars of others. Lebanon is the nation of coexistence, and
peace for Lebanon means peace for all.

A1) peoples have a sacred right to their land and our laund is
particularly sacred due to the demographic composition of our people.
Lebanon's pluralistic and demographic structure, which is its pride and claim
to international atténtion, is deeply rooted in the very so0il of Lebanon and
does not permit of either partition or fragmentation of the north from the
south or the east from the west.

The peace process :hat has been launched will not be complete unless
Israel withdraws fully and unconditionally from my country. Lebanon shall
remain committed to realizing complete independence and undiminished
sovereignty.

How is it acceptable that the Organization implement Security Council
resolutions on the Middle Bast against a State which has challenged them, and

yet not implement the resolution on Lebanon, which has never been the

armrasene arvntwnd Tasanld Al hmam msnklienad ba L£Vawk Lbhab o
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years and persisted ia cccupying with its army a part of Lebanon which is very

dear to us?
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A positive response by the United Nations to Lebanon's request would
constitute fulfilment of the Organization’'s commitments to my country and
enhance the credibility of Security Council decisions, especially as the
United Nations had requested Lebanon, in 1989, to pursue steadfastly the
implementation of the Taif Agreement which clearly provides for the
implementation of Security Council resolutior 425 (1978).

Lebason, a founding Member of the United Nations, and a participant in
the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Humaan Rights, believes in
international legitimacy and is intent on working within its principles and
conventions.

The dangerous situation in the Middle Bast continues to threaten
international peace and security. The Palestinians who reside in their own
land are exposed to persecution and arrest. While massive Jewish immigration
to Israel heightens existing fears, Israel in every way delays the resolution

of the Palestinian problem and the exercise by the Palestinians of the right

the chance they deserve, despite courageous Arab openness, shows that it is
wrong to assume that a permanent, just and comprehensive peace could be
established on the basis of oppression and persecution.

My country, which has suffered greatly from the Arab-Israeli conflict in
general, and from the Palestinian-Israeli conflict in particular, has a
special stake in the search for a comprehensive, stable and just settlement in
the Middle East. The Lebanese model, founded on diversity, dialogue and
openness, provides useful lessons for constructive coexistence in the region.

Now that security has been re-established and confidence in Lebanon has

been restored, our emigrants are gradually returning home and sharing in
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reconstruction. We also look forward to the support of sister Arab States and
friendly nations for our recomstruction plans. Peace camnot be fully realized
apart from a developmental process aimed at guaranteeing social equity and
human dignity.

The long war in Lebanon has destroyed our vital resources and adversely
affected our economy and infrastructures. The State budget is under the
burden of heavy debts. For the past 15 years, several major sources of our
national income - such as services and tourism - have suffered heavily. In
addition, regional crises, the latest of which was the Gulf War, have had
detrimental effects on Lebanon.

The Lebanese Government, therefore, faces many challenges in many
sectors. It is determined, however, to restore normalcy. This determination
stems from our confidence in the viability of Lebanon's free enterprise
system, our mainstay in our drive to rebuild the country. We also rely on the
constructive role of Lebanese businessmen abroad, the cooperation of the
Tnitad Natione, and of othar international organizations side by side with our
own efforts.

We are in the process of drawing the initial plans for the reconstruction
of the whole of Lebanon beginning with the capital, Beirut, and we are also
working on returning all displaced Lebanese to their homes, properties and
villages. Beirut, the cultural and commercial centre of the Middle East,
solicits Arab and international investments throughout Lebanor. Lebanon has
received aid from some Arab States and from some organizations, but what it
really needs is the creation of an internat.oaal fund for the reconstruction
of Lebanon with the participation in that fund of the United Nations, of

international organizations and of the industrialized natioms.
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If, for 15 ysars, the world si.od by and watched Lebanon underge one
crisis after another, it is not right that the world should now stand by and
merely watch Lebanon face alone the challenge of revival and recc - truction.
Lebanon's dztermination to enmd the state of war and to deal with the
consequences that arose therefrem testify to its ability to re-emergs and to
regenerate itself. Wherever the Lebanese people have settled - be it in the
Americas, Burope, Africa, the Gulf or Australia - they have contributed to
development. Those very Lebanese deserve your participation in the
development and reconstruction of their own country.

Moreover, the international community has never failed to provide
assistance to any war-ravaged country.

Are not solidarity with such countries and participation in their
development at the very basis of the founding of the United Natiors and in the
forefront of its objectives?

Lebanon looks forward to the emergence of @ new politica. era on the eve
of the twenty-first century. an era of cooperation in furthering the progress
of humamity, of brotherhood, of respect for the rights of others and of
freedom, security and prosperity. A peaceful Lebamon has a unigue cultural
mission in its region and in the world. Peace in Lebanon is alse in the
interest of its sister Arab States and of world peace.

Lebanon's commitment to freedom, peace and development is such that it
will never give up the struggle for their realizatioa.

To attain a prospercus future for the region, vwe nead to cooperate im the
context of a new political order whose features are gradually taking shape as
a consequence of brave Arab decisions. The new political order will he

founded on the qualities of understanding, pluralism and telerance in our
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culture, and on the realization by all concerned that the future of the Middle
East should be based on stablility, freedom and human dignity.

The recent agreements betwaen the United States and the Soviet Union on
strategic arms limitations constitute a first step towards the liberation of
humanity from the bane of nuclear terror. We hope that this process will
continue to include chemical and bacteriological weapons and to render tha
Middle East an area free of weapons of mass destruction.

My country also supports efforts to resolve regional conflicts throughout
the world through open and constructive dialogue. Those efforts have been
successful in a number of areas. They also enjoy wide international support
and enhance the growing role of the United Nations in restoring peace and

normalcy in hitherto intractable conflicts.
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Lebanon affirms its readiness to participate in the 19908 in furthering
cooperation among the nations of the world in all fields and endeavours.

In spite of 15 years of the dajly threat of death, my country did not
die. On the contrary, it has emerged with a new determination to exist and to
prosper. Lebanon stands out as an example of the will to survive. With its
message of forgiveness and conciliation, it reaffirms that it is a source of
pride both for itself and for the world at jiarge, Lhat its very name, Lebancn,
is not synonymous with violence and strife, but with construction, creativity
and open and peaceful interaction with the world.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): As despair ebbs and
hope re-emerges, as chaos comes tn an end and order is re-established and as
harmony is achieved in Lebanon, 1 wish, on behalf of the General Assembly, to
thank the President of the Lebanese Republic for the statement he has just

made.

Mr. Elias Hraoul, President of the Lebanese Republic, was escorted from

- ~ . - - -~
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ADDRESS BY MR. ROH TAE WOO, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUELIC OF KOREA

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The Assembly will now
hear aan address by the President of the Republic of Rorea, His Excellency
Mr, Hoh Tam ¥oo.

Mc. Eob lae Woo, Prosident of the Republic of Korea, was escorted imto
tha_General Assembly Hall.

The CRESIDENT (interpratation from Arabic): On behalf of the
General iassembly, I have the honour to welcome to the United Nations the
Preaident of tha Republic of Korea, His Excellency Mr. Roh Tae Woo, and to
irvite him to address the Assembly.

President ROH (spoke in Korean; English text furnished by the
dalegation): Three years ago I had the pleasure of describing to the
Assembly, from this very rostrum, some of the refreshing and heart-warming
scanes of the Seoul Olympic games. Athletes from around the world gave us an
jpspiring vision of global harmony, transcending the divisions of race,
religion and ideology.

foon thereafter, revolutionary changes swept 3cross the world. As we
100k arowad us today avd take stock of thosa changes, we may truly recognize
the progress made towards the Olympic ideal of "oue peaceful world”.

Today I am proud to stand here once more, this time as President of a
State Member of the United iations. To me, this represents a significant
expression of the new tide of higtory. It was 43 years ago that the Republic
of Korea first applied formally to become a Member of the United Natioas.
Those who consider the decades of patience we have had to exercise will
perhaps understand the enthusiasm displayed by the Korean peopie on this

occa+*ion.
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To those who supported and encouraged our admission to this body and to
those who acted and spoke on our behalf duriv ail the years when we had no
seat in this Assembly I offer the heartfelt gratitude of the 43 million Korean

people.
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Today tha cold-war system, which had prevented our entry into the United
Nations, has become a relic of the past.

From the workers of the Solidarity Movement in GAansk, who raised the
banner of reform in Poland, to the courageous Government in Budapest; from
those freedom-inspired crowds who filled Prague's Vaclavske Plasza, to those
former East Germans who tcre down the Berlin Wall: they not only freed
themselves, but opened the road towards genuine world peace. In removing the
physical walls which denied them liberty, they also brought down the barriers
which had divided mankind into hostile camps, inevitably resulting in
confrontation and rivalry.

It was ungquestionably the Soviet reforms that touched off these great
changes. But the changes were also inspired by the achievements of those
nations which attained prosperity on the strength of freedom and individual
valuea. I share a deep sense of satisfaction over this outcome with those who
have aspired to a truly harmoanious world, and I pay a tribute to those whose
courage made real what had been considered impossible in the past.

Sir, I offer my congratulations on your election as President of the
forty-sixth session of the Geuneral Assembly., and express my confidence that
this session under your leadership will produce fruitful and rewarding
achievements.

I regard it no less significant that, along with the Republic of Korea,
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has also become a Member of this
Organization. As our North Korean brothers join us in the journey towards
peace and unification, I extend hearty congratulations to them on their entry

into the Organization.
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The Republic of Korea has long pursued parallel membership of both Koreas
in the United Nations ir the belief that it is the most realistic approach to
the attainment of peace and unification on the Korean peninsuls. Continuation
of wasteful confrontation sand of the refusal to recognize each other could
only prolong the painful tragedy of natfonal division, For this reason, the
entry of both South Korea and North Korea into the Unjited Nations marks an
important turning-point in inter-Korean relations since the division of our
land in 1945. AsS responsible members of the international community, the two
Koreas are now both bound by the United Nations Charter to carry out the
duties incumbent on all Members for the maintenance of world peace.

Now that the representatives of South Korea and North Korea have taken
their seats together in this hall of peace, we are convinced that a new
chapter of reconciliation and cooperation will open on the Korean Peninsula.

The Korear people may live under separate systems, but we have never
forgotten that we are one nation. Imperfect as it may be, the separate
membership of the two Koreas in the United Nations is an important interim
step on the road to national unification.

It has taken more than 40 years for us to move the short distance from
the seat of an observer to that of a Member. It took the two Germanys
17 years to combine their United Nations seats. I sincerely hope that it will
not take as long for the two Korean seats to become one. In this hall of
peace, the two Koreas will open a new avenue of dialogue and cooperation that
will lead to our natjonal unity.

The cold-war system that brought on the tragedy of territorial division

in Korea has itself collapsed. Now we will seek to achieve national
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unification, peacefully, without the use of military force, independently, on
the basis of self-determination, and democratically, in accordance with the
free will of the Korean people. 1 earnestly hope that all the Membars of the
United Nations will encourage and support Korean efforts to join the progress
of mankind towards a more peaceful world by achieving national unity.

The world is undergoing epoch-making changes. Systems that oppresssd
freedom and human dignity are being dismantled and the tragedies stemming from
dogmatic ideologies are coming to an end everywhere. Around the world nations
are ~eeking to chart their own destinies. What is truly momentous about this
proceas is that history is being advanced not by the forces of bloody
revolution but by the power of reason and free spirit. But the great change
has only just begun. This epic change brings enormous opportunities and is a
source of hope for all mankind. Even so, we must travel a long and tortuous
road before we can successfully mould the current process into a new order of
world peace.

The recent Soviet political crisis is a clear demonstration of this
fact. The entire world spent those three stressful days in a state of shock
and dismay. However, the courageous citizens of Moscow braved the crisis and
placed flowers in the muzzles of tank guns. Indeed, their victory is the
victory of all freedom- and peace-loving peoples of the world. Once again the
world has been reminded that indeed peace is indivisible,

We have to recognize that any attempt at reform, however minor, is bound
to require an element of sacrifice and pain. 'n the cases of the Soviet Union
and the Eastern European countries, we know they are currently engaged in
thorough-going reforms of their political, econonic and social foundatioas.

As they move away from the system of strict control that pervaded every aspect
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of their lives for decades, the difficulties and costs of creating new
structures must be truly enormous.

We all know that throughout the cold-war period, the nations of the world
spent an exorbitant amount of resources on national security and military
preparedness. Now the success of current reforms promises to bring benefits
the world over in the form of peace, and we will enjoy this peace dividend for
a long time O come.

As the benefits of peace are shared, it is only fair that the burdens and
sacrifices should also he shared. Consequently, I ¢all upon all the
well-to-do nations to extend active support and assistance to the countries
which used to have centrally plenned economic systems, in their tramsition to
democracy and free market economies.

Owing to the imperatives of the cold war, the Korean pecple have had to
sustain enormous sacrifices throughout the post-war period. Accordingly we,
perhaps more than any nation on earth, yearn for a world of peace.

As a nation that rose only a generation ago from the ashes of war and as
a recently democratized nation that is growing in prosperity, the Republic of
Rorea feels a special affinity with the emerging democracies and understands
from experience the acute requirement that these nations are facing in
common - namely, the achievement of democratic and economic development in
tandem.

Korea is neither a wealthy nor an advanced country. But we are prepared
to extend support to the reform efforts not only in Eastern Europe ana the
Soviet Union, but in all parts of the world, and to offer them cooperation to

the best of our ability.
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In my speech to the General Assembly at its forty-third session, I
declared that a durable peace would arrive inm our world the day we beat swords
into ploughshares on the Korean peninsula. I said this because our own land
was visited by untold trials and tribulations arising from the international
imperatives of the twentieth century, and because the yoke was still upon us.

However, the climate surrounding the Korean peninsula has uandergone
significant changes over the past years. Even before the onset of world-wide
raform movements, we took the initiative of going beyond the limits of the
cold war. Subsequently, we established diplomatic relations with the central
and eastern Buropearm countries as well as with the Soviet Union, We alsc
opened mutual exchanges and cooperative relations with neighboring China.

For the previous half century, Korea's relations with these countries had
been officially severed, and in practice were often confrontational. However,
with our new friendships and cooperation we sense the onrush of the waves of
contemporary history. Indeed, we have discovered the power of
reconciliation. We are firmly convinced that the day of peace and unification
is also coming to our land, in spite of territorial division and the
ever-present military threat.

With the entry of the two Koreas to the United Nations, we have embarked
on a new phase of coexistence. Now, it is our task to build on this
foundation a positive relationship, which will soon bring peace, stability and
national unity, To this end, I propose that the two Korean Governments agree
on, and specifically carry out, the following three measures.

First, the two Koreas should replace the fragile armistice with a
permanent peace structure. Even at this very moment, a total of 1.7 million

heavily armed soldiers confront each other on the Korean Peninsula,
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concentrated along the 250-kilometre-long demilitarized zone. It might come
as a surprise to some of you, but we have been living under this unstable
condition of neither pssce nor war for the last four decades. In the light of
these precarious realities, 1 believe the two Koreas should conclude a peace
agreement, thus renouncing the use of force against each other, and should
proceed to normalize bilateral relations in all areas.

My second proposal is that, in order to reduce the threat of war on the
Korean peninsula, the two sides should seek to bring about realistic arms
reductions, beginning with measures designed to build mutual confidence. In
order to remove military confrontation from the Korean peninsula, it is
imperative that South and North Korea agree upon a number of military
confidence-building measures, including the exchange of military information,
the advance notification of field exercises and of troop movements, and the
exchange of permanent observer teams to prevent surprise attacks,

Above all, the development of nuclear weapons on the Korean peninsula
will present a threat not only to the peace of North-East Asia but also to the
peace of the whole world. Atomic energy must never be used for destructive
military purposes; it must be used only for the peaceful purposes of promoting
the well-being of all mankind.

Since the Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea is a signatory to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, it should immediately
abandon the development of nuclear weapons and submit, unconditionally, all
its nuclear-related materials and facilities to international inspection,

Once the Democratic People's Republic of Korea abandons its development of
nuclear weapons, and as confidence-building measures are implemented between

South and North Korea, 1 am prepared to take up discussions with North Korea
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not only on the reduction of conventional forces but also on the nuclear
issues on the Korean peninsula.

Finally, and on a more humanitarian plane, the two Koreas should 'ring an
end to the period of disassociation, and open a new era of free exchange of
pruducts, information and people. On our peninsula today. there are over
10 million Koreans who live separated from their families and loved ones as a
result of the territorial division in 1945. They are denied even the most
basic humanitarian right of knowing whether or not their parents, brothers and
sisters are still alive, let alone exchanging letters or telephone calls.

I do not believe we can talk meaningfully about improving inter-Korean
relations or about mutual confidence-building without first resolving this
urgent humanitarian problem. Just as it is a universal practice among all
civilized nationa, s0 must the two Koreas open doors towards each other and
guarantee free travel, communication and trade.

We must promote substantive relations by resolving, through dialogue and
pegotiations, issues of mutual interest, including inter-Korean exchanges and
cooperation as well as political and military issues.

Next month, for the first time since the two Koreas became Members of
this Organization, the two Government delegations will meet for a fourth round
of north-south high-level talks. I sincerely hope that the talks will produce
an agreement on the basic principles governing inter-Korean relations.

Recently, some limited exchanges between the two Koreas have taken place
in such areas as sports, culture and trade. Small as they are, we value this
progress. For our part, we will do our best to promote a relationship of
common prosperity in which the two Koreas coffer each other cssistance for

mutual development. The Republic of Korea is prepared to actively pursue
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economic cooperation with the Democratic People’s Republic of Foree in all
areas, including trade, tourism, joint exploration of underground resources,
and establishment of joint-venture plants.

Please bear in mind that the Korean people have been living as a single
national community for over 1300 years. Therefore, once exchanges and
cooperation begin, conditions for a political integration of the two parts of
Korea willl ripen very quickly, given our historicel homogeneity. I do not
believe that the Korean peninsula should be left as the only land remaining
divided by the cold war., At a time when all the divisive barriers are
collapsing, the unification of the Korean peuinsula must be a matter of time
and of the natural course of history. A unified Korea will be a land of
fresdom and happiness for all inhabitants, and will become a nation devoted to
the promotion of world peace and the well-being of all mankind.

The Korean people desire to see peace prevail not only on the Korean
peninsula but in all regions of dispute as well. I am gratified to note that
there ars real signs of progress in peace-making efforts in many areas of thae
world, including the Middle East, Cambodia. Angola, Western Sahara and Central
America. I am highly encouraged to see *r2 United Nations playing leading
roles in these areas, and I wish to pay my respects to the Secretary-General,
Javier Perez de Cusllar, for his devoted efforts.

Along with efforts to prevent regional disputes and to remove their root
causes, we should strenjthen the enforcement of collective security measures.
The recent war in the Gulf region confirmed that the United Nations is the
only independent global body capable of asserting and giving force to the rule
of law in today's international community. Our faith that peace and justice

will prevail throughout the world under a new international order was
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bolstered when countries put aside their differences and joined the United
Nations action in a coalition.

Members of this body will of course recall that the Republic of Korea was
able to aurvive and preserve its integrity thanks to the very first collective
security action on the part of the United Nations. MNow, as a Member, we will
participate more actively in all United Mations endeavours towards the
peaceful settlement of disputes as well as in the enforcewent of internrtional
justice. Peace can be buili only when a common coanviction prevails that
nations do not threaten each other and that we may in fact live in
tranquillity. We shall never win faith in peace so long as we let our safety
hinge on the might of formidable weapons that can reduce this world to ashes
in an instant.

Confrontationa that brought about the balance of terror have now
disappeared. We welcome the signing in July of the START treaty between the
United States and the Soviet Union. We hope that it will accelerate arms

control negotiations around the world.



JB/10 A/46/PV.6
36

(President Roh)

The Republic of Korea fully supports a complete elimination of all
chemical weapons and will readily join an international convention as soon as
it emerges. 1In this connection, I believe that the countries of North-East
Asis should now take a fresh look at and approaches towards the questions of
tension reduction and arms control in this region.

It is said that peace is more than the absence of war. To ensure real
and lssting peace, we must remove the underlying sources of conflict. Just as
the world is passing beyond ideological divisiveness, we must remove al)
barriers of diacrimination - race, colour, religion and pational origin. I
therefore welcome the positive efforts in South Africa to build a united,
democratic and discrimination-free society.

The Independent Commission on International Development Issues concluded
in its final report that where poverty reigns there can be no peace. Because
the Korean people have had similar experiences, we feel compassion towards the
poverty-stricken countries and have a deep understanding of the problems they
are facing at present: poverty, hunger, underdevelopment and foreign debt.
Since the Republic of Korea made the transition from underdeveloped to newly
industrializing country within the span of one generation, we may have become
a model for those developing countries, with the message that they, too, can
succeed given time and national resolve.

Thirty years ago, my country was a poor agrarian society with a per
capita gross national product of under $100. Today, Korea has become a
country with the thirteenth largest trade volume and fifteenth largest gross
national product in the world. <orea's rapid development is due largely to
the advantages of free market economics and the openness of democratic

societies,
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The vast global market served as the sesdbed of development for an
industrious people and innovative businesses. The Korean people have
cortinued their efforts towards further progress. Many countries around the
world, as well as the United Nations itself, provided assistance in the
process of Korea's develupmant and became our partners for common prosperity.

Today, the Republic of Korea lies at the midway stage between the
advanced and the developing countries. As such, we hope to repay the benefits
ve received from around the world by playing an active role in solving the
global NWorth-South problem. In addition to sharing our experience and
expertise with the developing countries, we will seek to play the role of a
bridge between the advanced and the developing world by promoting global
exchanges and cooperation and by facilitating the flow of commodities, capital
and information,

The advanced countries should actively extend assistance to the
developing countries with a view to mitigating tho latter’'s difficulties.
These measures by themselves cannot fundamentally solve the North-South
problem, and we therefore encourage the advanced countries to move forward
with the horizontal specialization of industries among nations by accelerating
the readjustment of their domestic industrial structures., In addition, they
should also refrain from monopolizing information and technology.

In order to assist the economic growth ot the developing countries,
global markets should be opened wider and the expansion of trade should be
encouraged. Tencencies towards protectionism and mutually exclusive regiocnal
economic blocs should be discouraged. The international community should
adopt a more positive posture towards the solution of these critical problems

within the framework of the United Nations system. Also, we should jointly
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meet such new and serious global challenges as drug trafficking, terrorism and
environmental damage.

A new century is almost upon us. The twentieth century has seen a great
number of achievements, certainly far more than in previous millennia. At the
sa» time, however, this century has slso been a period of unspeakable trials
and tribulations brought on by wars, confrontations, inequities, and
irrationality. With the twenty-first century near at hand, the human race is
embarking on a new era of peace and reason., The irresistible waves of history
today are those propelled by freedom, democracy and respect for human dignity
and individual values.

A new era is upon us in which mutual respect prevails among nations and
conflicts are resolved by peaceful means. Revolutionary advances in science
and technology, particularly in the fields of transportation, information and
communication, have transformed the world into a global village in which human
beings can pursue common prosperity as mneighbours.

Since the dawn of history, the human race has aspired to create a
peaceful community on this turbulent planet. That aspiration is no longer a
dream but a realistic goal. As partners for peace and common prosperity, all
nations on Earth should now open their societies and broaden the avenues of
exchange and cooperation to build this peaceful community. As the pivotal
Organization for world peace, the United Nations, I believe, is fully capable
of fulfilling this historic task by faithfully carrying out the letter and
spirit of the Charter.

As a full-fledged Member of this world body, the Republic of Korea now
proudly joins the world of nations in our common task of realizing the
long-held dreams of all mankind. We may aak for help and understanding with

our own problems, but we alasc care deeply for the welfare of other peoples.
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We renew our‘counit-ont to the United Nations and we shall march forward
hand in hand with all nations in the cause of this Organisation. Henceforth,
the Republic of Korea will play a leading role in building a world that will
be a blessing to our posterity - a world that will be freer, safer and
happier; above sll, a world of peace,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf ot the
General Assembly, I wish to thank the President of the Republic of Korea for
the statement he has just made.

Mc. Roh Iae Woo, President of the Republic of Korea, was escorted from

the General Assembly Hall.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (contipued)
GENERAL DEBATE

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I should like to remind
representatives that, in accordance with the decision taken by the General

Assembly at its 3rd plenary meeting, the list of speakers will be closed

tomorrow, 25 September, at 6 p.m.
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Mi, VAN DEN BROEEK (Netherlands): 1 have the howour to speak on
behalf of the European Community and its Member States. First allow me to
extend to you, 8ir, my cordial congratulstions on your election to the
presidency of the General Assembly. With your wisdom and experience, 1 am
sure thls Assembly will be in good hands.

We salute the admission to the United Nations of Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, former Members of the League of Nations. I should also like to
extend a warm welcome to South Korea and North Korea. May their admission
signal a further improvement in their mutual relations for the benefit of the
Korean people. Having listened to the impressive statement by the President
of the Republic of Korea, we really feel that augurs well for the future of
inter-Korean relations. We also cordially welcome the Marshall Islands and
Micronesia to the United Nations family.

We live in spectacular times in which the United Nations has a crucial
role to play. The European Community and its Member States have taken joint
positions and actions on many of the problems facing us today. These
positions can be found fully detailed in a memorandum which forms an integral
part of my statement and is now being circulated in this room. This allows me
to concentrate on a amaller number of issues,.

The failure of the coup d'état last month in the Soviet Union confirms
that a8 new era in international political life has begqun. The democratic
revolution which had swept through central and eastern Europe in the last two
years has now also taken hold in the heartland of communism. The ground had
been prepared by the perestroika and glasnost policies of President
Gorbachev. But when reactionary forces tried to restore a dying and unjust

order they met with brave and insurmountable resistance by numerous Soviet
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citisens and their principled elected leaders. In the end, democracy won,
both in form and in spirit. This victory now has to be consolidated and made
safe by truly democratising State structures and greater devolution of power
in Soviet society.

In the wake of these developments international relations increasingly
become characterized by common values and common responsibilities.
Representative government breeds responsible domestic government and
responsible international behaviour. Democratic government implies government
that is accountable, not just to a country's own citizens, but also to its
fellow nations. Here we touch upon the heart of the United Nations Charter.

Iraq is a case which proves my point, albeit by contrast. 1Its acts of
aggression abroad reflect the lack of legitimacy of its government at home.
The way in which the Iraqi regime has bLeen carelessly sacrificing the lives of
its citisens in external military adventures finds a mi ror image in its
brutal clampdown on the thirst for freedom among its own people., Repressive
government breeds irresponsible government. The United Nations rightly
maintains its strong pressure on the Government of Iraq to revise its reckless
policies. At the same time tho international community has demonstrated, with
Security Council resolutions 706 (1991) and 712 (1991), its willingness to
take the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people into account. Non-compliance
would only directly hurt the Iraqi people, and the Iragqi Goverament would be
held fully reaponsible for this.

Democracy and respect for fundamental freedoms being on the rise, not
only in Eastern Europe but also elsewhere on the globe, the world is
experiencing new possibilities for international cooperation, regional

integration and a more just and lawful world order. 1In order to meet these
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challenges, strengthening and reforming the United Mations are among the tasks
which press themselves upon us. However, in these hopeful and promising times
not all is well. Several regions and countries, including notably the newly
emerging democracies, are grappling with serious instabilities and even
conflicts. We sincerely hope that the emancipation of the republics and the
awakening of national feelings in the Soviet Union will strengthen rather than
weaken that country's peaceful process of democratic change.

Meanwhile, in other parts of the world, although some conflicts appear to
be on the way towards satisfactory resolution, others are still festering or
are even only just beginning to surfece. Painful as they may be for those
directly involved, and dangerous as thoy may be for regional security, these
conflicts also tend to place a heavy burden upon the world as a whole. The
number of people seeking refuge in other countries, for instance, is rapidly
increasing. This problem can only become more serious if, in conjunction with
these conflicts, economic conditions continue to deteriorate. Willingly or
unwillingly, the world ia increasingly affected. In an ever more
interdependent, and yet at the same time fragmenting, world, we need to
shoulder our common responsibilities.

Let me turn first to Burope. In this o0ld cortinent we hope to have
learned somn lessons from our long history nf dloody conf’icts and
prationalistic strife.

In the European Community we intend co taxe decisivo steps this year
towards further ecocomic and political unification. Apart from direct
economic berefits which the Community member Statrs shoi'ld be able to reap.
the deeper motive is clearly political. ¥We have taker to bexrt what Jean

Monnet, one of the founding fathers of the Europesn Tcmmunity, taught us: that
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we should not fight ovar mational bordsrs, but, rathsr, make them irrelevasc
through evir-increaging economic and political cooperation so as to be able to
remove them altogether in the end. This political inspiration is a stroung
guarantee that the European Community will not turn inward. Instead, both ia
the ecomomic and the political field we are determined to remain open-minded,
ready to play a responsible role, both in Burope and in the world as a whole.
Our recent initiatives om Yugoslavia are a retlectioﬁ of this attitude, Since
7 September a Conforsnce om Yugosiavia, with, in ita context, an Arbitrxation
Commission, has been under way in The Hague under the aegis of the European
Community. A cease-fire agreement is being monitored by Buropean Community
countries together with four other States participating in the Conference on

Security and Cooperation in Burope (CSCE).
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The European Community and its member States will persevere in their
mediation efforts. Thelr aim in doing so is not to preserve artificially ;
unity that no longer exists nor to impose a destiny upon the peoples of
Yugoslavia, which cnly they have the right to decide upon. Rather, the Twelve
hope to help avoid an uncontrolled aud violent fragmentation resulting from
bitterness and hatred and from extreme nationalism and ethnocentrism, which in
the past has brrught so much shame, bloodshed and suffering to our continent
and to the worla as a whole,

Whore in Yugoslavia new political structures are called for, let them be
negotiated and decided upon through peaceful dialogue. Let these talks be
conducted with full respect both for the right to self-determination but also
for legitimste concerns for the full protection of minmority rights, which is a
prime duty of any responsible government. The Twelva will not recognize any
crhange of borders established by force and call upon the world community to
adopt a similar position. The Twelve will continue to insist om full
compliance with the principles of the Helsinki Final Act and the Chzsrter of
Paris for a new Europe.

Our endeavours to find appropriate avswers to this crisis could be
significantly reinforced by endorsement from the Security Covrncil ard the

international community as a whole, the :ore 30 since we fee. that a

continuation of this crisis poies a th-eat to internationa! peace and security.
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The Community and its member States have instituted an arms embargo
against Yugoslavia until self-defence and protection of minorities no longer
serve as an excuse for expansionism and oppression. Given the continuous
breaches of the cease-fire agreements, the Twelve are of the opinion that a
mandatory arms embargo by the Security Council under Chapter VII is needed to
bring the violsnce to an end in this region. More generally speaking, we feel
that the authoritative voice of the Security Council, expressing full support
for the regional endeavours being undertaken, would certainly contribute to
their positive outcome.

We are convinced that the peaceful settlement of the Yugoslav question
will have a positive Learing on potential conflicts of a similar nature
elsewhere. We therefore call upon all leaders, parties and all people in
Yugoslavia to stop the violence and to cooperate with us in order to make the
Yugoslavia Conference, under European Community auspices and under the
chairmsnship of Lord Carrington., a success for the sake of all in Yugoslavia
and for peace and stability on our continent,

In the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe {CSCE) the 38
European and North American member States have developed norms of State
behaviour which, while based on the principles of the United Nations Charter,
clearly gc beyond them in scope and commitment. The Charter of Paris,
concluded at the CSCE summit meeting of November 1990, spells out the new
democratic consensus in Europe, taking human rights as the key to the
organization of both political and socio-econmomic life. Recent events in the
Soviet Union show that thess are not just solemn words on a piece of paper but

a living reality for a growing number of people. Also, the European Community
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and its member Btates acted upon the Paris Charter when they condemned the
Soviet putsch as illegitimate and came down on the side of the democratic
opposition., BStrengthening CSCE, in not only its normative aspecta but also
its mechanism for crisia management, is high on the agenda of the Twelve. In
this way we hope to serve regional security and well-being, complementary to
our obligations under the United Nations Charter.

Common responsibility in today's world requires more than improving upon
0ld structures, institutions and habits. Necessary as that may be, it would
be insufficient if we Aid not also try to develop new ways of thinking. Allow
me to share a few thoughts with you in this respect.

We need more responsible behaviour between States. Its first rule is the
ban on the threat or use of force, as contained in Article 2 of the United
Nations Charter., This is ~srtainly no superfluous rule. Breaches of it can
leave no State indifferent, as was fortunately exemplified by the
international community's response to the Gulf crisis. Yet, both national and
international security require more than just refraining from aggression.
Security is enhanced by the breaking down of barriers of distrust, by the
promotion of trade, contacts and communication, by the free flow of people,
values and ideas - in brief, by opening up our societies., Security is further
enhanced by taking the concerns of others to heart.*

In the military field we have to show responsibility by engaging in
processes of arms control, arms reduction and confidence-building. Regional

arrangements must be supplemented by world-wide agreements, as is shown by the

" Mr. Traxler (Italy), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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preasing need for a convention on banning chemical weapons, for which the year
1992 renlly is the deadline. Equally importantly, eirlsting treaties such as
the 1972 Cuanvention on blological and toxic wwapons must be more effectively
implemented. The Review Conference convening at present should lay a solid
foundation for this,

Eveunts ip the Gulf region have once again made it unmistakably clear that
more responsibility is needed in arms transfers. The Ruropean Council has
identified common criteria on which national policies on arms exports are
based. 1n the perspactive cf political union, we hope for a further
harmoniszation of our national policies. As action on a more global scale is
needed, we shall - together with others, including Japan - submit a draft
resolution in this Assembly seeking the international registration of arms
transfers, with a view to promoting restraint by increasing transparency.

As for the important question of nuclear disarmament, we welcome the
recent conclusion of the START agreement on long-range strategic nuclear arms
between the United States and the Soviet Union. It sets the stage for even
further reductions in the field of nuclear weapons. The universality of the
norm of the Treaty on the Won-Proliferation of Nuclear Wespons and the
effectiveness of its regime have been reconfirmed by the anmounced accessions
to it of such ey countries as France and China. We also welcome South Africa
as a new party. We note with satisfaction that the Soviet Union has given
assurances that it will institute safequards against nuclear proliferatjon

while restructuring the relations between its central Government and the Union

republics,
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In order to solve an increasing number of global problems or even threats
to mankind we have to assume greater respousibility, notably in the fields of
deveiopment and environment.

Lack of economic development, leading to staggering poverty, is not just
a curse for the hundreds of millions of people who suffer from it. It is a
moral shame, it constitutes a burden on the whole world's development and it
is a potential threat to global stability. The situation of many African
countries is particularly worrying. The new United Nations agenda for Africa
rightly focuses on debt relief, resource flows and better market access. At
the same time, it makes it clear that African Governments should fulfil their
side of the development contract by improving their own performance,
liberalizing their economies, allowing for popular participation and political
pluralism and giving due attention to all other aspects of good governance.

Developing countries, including the poorest, need trade as well as aid,
This is not the least important reason why the Uruguay Round of negotiations
in the General Agrecment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) must not fail. We must
open the world fo: expanding exchanges of goods and services and resist the
protectionist temptation. This is without any doubt nét always easy, but with
reasonable compromises from all sides we shall be able to succeed. Tha
European Community will certainly do its bit. 1Its discussion about the reform
of its common agricultural policy gives a clear indicatiou of this.

Economic growth which fails to take into account the ecological balance
becomes self-defeating. Development must be sustainable. Enviroumental
concerns should be fully integrated intc the economic process. Next year's
United Nations Conference oo Environment and Development presents a unique

opportunity to make concrete progress ir. this field, both in tackling



PKB/3}h A/46/PV.6
52

(Mr. Yap Den Brosk. Retheriands)
environmental problems which impede development and in addressing global
environmental issues such as climate change and biological diversity. Much
work remains to be done in the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development if a meaningful bargain is to be
struck in Rio de Janeiro. With only one session remaining, there are many
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, especially relating to additionsal funding
and technology transfer. In order to maintain momentum and commitment, we
need to give this process fresn impetus at the political level. In our joint
statement to the Second Committee we will go more deeply into this matter.

Calamities in various parts of the world, both natural and man-made,
continue to confront us with loss of lives, devastation and uprooting. While
the international community makes some effort to help, it can certainly do
better. In order to ensure proper coordination between United Nations
institutions, donor and recipient countries and non-governmental organizations
we need to strengthen the emergency response capacity of the United Nations.
To this end the Community and its member States wish to cooperate with others
in launching an initiative during this session of the Aszembly calling among
other things for the appointment of a high-level United Nations coordiunator,
the creation of an inter-agency coordination mechanism and the establishment
of an emergency fund. In this context we look forward to the report of the
Secretary-General on this matter.

Another area which requires greatly enhanced responsibility concerns
relations within States, particularly respect for human rights. Despite
progress, flagrant violat. ns persist in many countries, thereby not just

endangering precious human dignity in itself, but also undermining chances for
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development and for internal and external peace. The days when countries
could credibly claim that their human rights record was a strictly intornal'
affair are definitely over. The history of the United Nations has confirmed
the legitimacy of the contrary view.

The United Nations World Conference on Human Rights, to be held in Berlin
in 1993, could greatly enhance international respect for human rights by
potably concentrating on improving the implementation of existing norms and
standards and on extending the scope of mechanisms for reviewing compliance.
We believe, for instance, that the Special Rapporteur constitutes a
supervisory mechanism which deserves application on a much wider scale.
Meanwhile, the United Nations would also become a more credible human rights
propagator itself if it allocated more of its existing financial resources to
that goal. The Twelve stress the need for changing budgetary priorities in
order to slleviate the financial and staffing difficulties in which the Unjited
Nations Centre for Human Rights finds itself,

Given the close relationship between human rights and democracy the
Community and its member States are also very much in favour of the United
Nations exploring ways to promote democratic processes around the world. This
could range from the monitoring of free elections to assistance in building
democratic institutions, Another field in which the United Natiors could play
an important role concerns the protection of minority rights. At a time when
existing States are coming under pressure from demands for autonomy and
self-determination from segments of their populations, which thereby challenge
the principle of territorial integrity from within, creative and innovative
thinking is clearly in demand. 1In order to prevent unilateralism and even the

use of force from prevailing, the world needs to develop principles and
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wmechanisms for the promotion of negotiated and peaceful solutions to these
issues which are satisfactory to all concerned. We think the United Naticns
should intensify this discussion.

Naturally, human rights are primarily the responsibility of national
governments. But the world cannot sit idly by when one of the Member States
of the United Nations terrorises its own people. History shows that such
acts, apart from being criminal, can endanger international peace and security
if nothing is done about them. Recently we have witnessed intervention by our
world Organisation for the sake of protecting human rights. 1In the aftermath
of the liberation of Kuwait a number of countries belonging to the
ioternational coalition provided a safe haven to Iraqi Kurds fleeing from
repression and attempts at genocide by their own Government. This action,
which implemented the relevant Security Council resolutions, has meanwhile
been followed up by the stationing of a corps of United Nations civil guards,
this time with the consent of the Government concerned. In a regional context
we have also seen the peace-keeping operation by the Economic Community of

West African States (ECOWAS) during the bloody civil war in Liberia.
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These interventions may not have been perfect - they could not prevent all
loss of innocent life - but they ware certainly salutary considering the huéan
suffering they were able to stop. It is to be hoped that in the future these
developments will have a discouraging effect on Governments in comparable
situations; and if we want the world to become a safer place, we will need
more than a ban on aggression. International law and order should be founded
equaily on democracy and on respect for fundamental rights and freedoms.
Above all, this is clearly a major challenge for the United Nations.

A common responsibility from which none of us can hide concerns the
functioning of the United Kations, In recent years the world political
climate has clearly improved for the United Nations, particularly in relation
to its core function: the maintenance of international peace and security.
Increasingly, the United Nations has risen to the occa:ion and played a
crucial role in helping to resolve burning issues. We should capitalise on
this fortunate development and try to strengthen the political functions of
the United Nations,

One of the opportunities resulting from the increased political efficacy
of the Security Council and its ability to act in concert lies in the area of
preventive diplomacy. We should not just wait until conflicts get out of hand
and become actual threats to international peace and security. Why could the
Security Council not formulate political statements aimed at defusing tensions
in a particular situation at an early stage, rather as the Twelve have
increasingly done in the context of our European political cooperation? Why
should it not also dispatch fact-finding missions to troubled areas? In fact,

the whole concept of peace-keeping - which has evolved rapidly in recent
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years - could be given another boost by exploring the possibilities in this
direction, tco. In this way United Mations involvement could help prevent
conflicts from actually breaking out or contain them at an early stage.

Similarly, the increased political relevance of the Security Council also
points to new opportunities for the Secretary-General to make fuller use of
his competence under Article 99 of the Charter. The Becretary-General could
benefit from the changes in the international climate by initiating at an
early stage discussions within the Security Council on mattars which, in his
opinion, threaten the maintenance of international peace and security. In
this way the Security Council could further improve its decision-making
ability.

Strengthening the political functions of the United Nations should,
howvever, go hand in hand with a continued and resolute restructuring of the
United Nations syatem in all its aspects. This is rightly pointed out by the
Secretary-General in his latest report on the Organiszation. The Economic and
Social Council should be revitalized: the resumed forty-fifth session
produced encouraging signs of progress in this directicn. Also, the General
Assembly needs to seriously rethink its own procedures and methods, in order
to make itself more able to provide guidance to the international community.

Last but certainly not least, reform of the Secretariat seems essential
if the United Nations is to acquire the capacity and flexibility to cope with
present and future tasks. The incoming Secretary-General should be in a
position to act upon broad outlines for increased operational efficiency that
are widely supported in this Assembly.

For the United Nations to be effective, restructurirng will, however, not

be enough, A sound financial base is of the utmost importance. Unfortunately,
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not all Member States fulfil their financial obligations. We therefore urge
all Members to live up to their responsiblility and pay their assessed
contributions on time.

In a number of regional conflicts we can discern certain rays o! hope.
Bringing about peace in the Middle East is now an urgent task. 1In particular
this is true of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian question. The
Twelve have from the outset supported the initiative of the United States to
set in motion a process of parallel negotiations between Israel and its Arab
neighbours and between Israel and the Palestinians. We welcome the untiring
efforts of Secretary of State Baker and we urge all parties not to miss this
historic opportunity to have a peace conference convened for next month. The
European Community and its Member States will actively contribute to the
success of this conference.

As to their substance, these nogbtiationa will have to be based on
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and their implied
principle of "land for peace". Israel must be able to enjoy its right to live
within secure and recognized borders. Equally, the Palestinians’' right to
self-determination must be given proper expression. Th& international
commupity should do its utmost to encourage all parties concerned t0 negotiate
in good faith and make compromises in order to bring a just, lasting and
comprehansive peace to this tormented region. The negotiations would be
greatly facilitated by regional security arrangements and confidence-building
measures by the countries in the region. 1In this context, the Twelve would
welcome the repeal of the resolution equating Zionism with racism, whicl was

referred to yesterday by President Bush in his statement to the Assembly.
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South Africa is an srea of conflict which gives reason for some
optimiam. The reform process led by Presidsnt De Klerk has undeniably moved
the country into a qualitatively new phase. The legsl foundations of
spartheid have been removed, notably by the repeal of the Group Areas Act, the
Population Registration Act and the Land Acts. That is, however, not anough
to create a united, non-raclial and democratic South Africa. Jt is
indispensable that negotiations begin soon on & new constitutional order with
the broadest possible participation from all segments of South African
society. All parties, and not least the South African Government, have to
help to create a climate conducive tnh the success of such negotiations. The
international community, which is committed to the compiete dismantling of
sparthaid, should monitor these developments in an appropriate manner. 1In
order to encourage constru.tive change it should be willing to gradually
revoke restrictive measures yjia-a-vis South Africa to the degree that reforms
have been put into effect.

As to Cambodia, the past year has brought substantial progress trowards
the achievement of a comprehensivae political settlement. We welcome the
delegation of the Cambodian Supreme National Council, under the leadership of
Prince Sihancuk. We rejoice in the newly established cooperation between the
Cambodian parties and call upon them to conclude without delay the peace
process at the next resumed session of the Cambodian Conference on the basis
of the plan of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security
Council, The Twelve stress the importance of free eleclions as the
centerpiece of that plan, which was unanimously approved by the Security

Council and the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. I aiso reaffirm



jro/ls A/4B/PV. 6
60

(Mc._Yoan Dwn bizgeh. Nather'nads)
cur willingnazss to con!ribute to the reconstruction and development of
Camhodis upon the achjevemant of a political settlement.

Let. we conclude by mxpressing our heartfelt appreclation to the
Secretary-General for his untiring efforts to Cvrther the cause of
internatlional peace und justicm. WNith the ead of his period nf terure in this
high office in sight, it must be gratifying for him to see wome fcorme:ly
intractable confliicts edging towards resolution. Many couid be meantioned:
Cyprus, El Salvadcor, the Westarn 5ahars and others. On bzhaif of ths Twelve
of the EBurupean Comrunity, I pay tribute to Javier Peres de Cucllar, whose
high moral staturs, diplomatic skills and political leadership have 7juided the
Organisaticn through 10 difficult yeara. We also owe it to him that the
United Mations Lhas come to play a crucial role on the world scene, as the
founding fathers foresuw when the Orgaunlzacior was concelived 46 yuars ago. We

wish him wel] and we sslute him as an eminent partisan of peace.
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Mr. PANKIN (Union of Soviet Soclialist Republics) (interpretation
from Ruseian): Mingling with the other people takiny part in this General
Assemtly debate and lrokio~ 'icto their faces makes one almost physically aware
4% vy fact that, todey, the representatives of the Soviet Union, which ia
tranmiorming lurelf into a union of sovereign States, are viewed - and rightly
80 - ot *ovoys of o new nation. It is a nation on the threshold of an
¢atirely new eca in its centuries-old political, philosophical, international,
legal and day-to-day history.

We huave juo: experienced a purifyiung storm - the defeat of a criminal
coup, and everythiug that took place in connection with the recent Congress of
Feople's Deputies. Todsy I extend the words of deep gratitude to all those
wiio asscciated themselves with our resistance to the coup. Those days in
August have convinced us finally of one thing - that the quest for freedom has
become the mcin thrust in our own development ard in the development of the
s..t ice world commun‘ty. Only a socliety that givss full protection to
individual freedoms and rights can be prosperous and dynamic.

The longing t>r freedom and democracy has always been present in the
minds and hearts of our people. It has survived despite decades of despotism
sand law)essnsss, and the years of perestroika brought it to life with renewed
vigour and translated it into concrete deeds. The courage of unarmed people
stem-ing the advance of political monsters who opposed the new thinking proved
that the peoples of our country will no longer bow the knee to diktat. In
essence, the defeat of a coup aimed at restoring totalitarian rule led to a
rywvolution that changed the face of the nation, sweeping away the last
remainiang pillars of a bankrupt regime.

The faiiure of *“he coup was alsc a world-wide victory for the forces of

gond. Together, we managed to avert the threat of a return to the cold war,
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to remove tlz cbstailes to progress towards a new state of imteraction and
partasrship, towsrds democracy ané a new esra of peace-making.

The paitical devslopments of the first half of this year created the
major proreguisils for tais change.

There have been preakthroughs in two central areas of disarmament -
conventicral arms in Zurepe, and rtrategic nuclear arms. Armaments are being
reduced, although only recently it was held that an arms build-up was
precisely what guarantees national security. As President Bush puinted out ia
his address to the General Assembly yesterday, this proves that relations
between the Union of Sovist Sovialist Republics and the United States, between
East and West, are no longer relations between adversaries. Such drastic cuts
are possible only between partners who have recognized that they have shaved,
rather than conflicting, security interests.

A decisive step towards the end of the cold war has beea takenm in an area
that is most resistant to new trends - the economy. The London me2ting
between the Soviet President and the G-7 leaders and subsequent contacts
between the Sevea and the leaders of our Unicu and its republics se: the stags
for overcoming the ecorcmic division of the world and restcring its integrity,
its economic interdependence and itc market and financial fabric.

Irag's aggression against Kuwait put the nascent global unity to a
serious test. Tke world coivnunity's concerted efforts to resist the
aggressor, including the efforts of the five permanent members of the Security
Council, were truly unprecedentzd. The coasensus that energed in the United
Nations around the central idea that breaches of the peace are inadmissible
remained intact even after the crisis iv the Gulf was over. Imdeed, this

consensus led to practical steps to resclve other burning issues, including
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the formidable chrllenge of the search for a Middle East sattlement, and the
ncn-proliferation of wesprns of mass destruction and their delivery systems.
Today, there iema:ns hardly a single regional conflict where there is not a
glimmer of 1ight at the end o7 the tunnel.

Furope - unce (s eplcentre of two world wars and an arena of
cnp”rontation - 3s becomiag o laboratory for new forms of interaction. In
fazt, the procesn of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
aiready transcends regional i1(ontiers. A new tranacontinental community is
~omiag into being - a "baslt” of trust, cooperation and security that spans the
countries of thiee parts of the world: the entire northern hemisphere.

Political dialogue is g»tting under way in Asia and the Pacific, as
wations and internaticnal associations in that region join in a search for
mechanim: . for the discusvion and collective solution of common problems.
Latin America as a (" mmunity of mutually tolerant and democratic nations is
becoming a pnlitiral reality. On the African continent, negotiations are
replacing hostjilities and, at times, barbaric methods of force.

This gluhal change is inextricably linked with perestroika in the Soviet
Union. Brfore the sv.ntr of August the progress of perestroika inside the
~ountry lagged far buohind its international impact. Now that that gap has
been clnsed, interanal and external activities can proceed at a single and
accelerating pace. The steadfastness of the President of the USSR,

Mr. Gorbachev, the courage and initiative of Mr. Yeltsin, the Russian
President, the vigorous popular movement and the overwhelming solidarity of
the rest of the world enabled us not only to defeat the coup but also to
dismantle the braking mechanisms that h 4 hindered the country's progress

towards the rule of law and a civic society.
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To a certain extent, the coup and all the risks involved are precisely
what brought about a strong centrifugal trend in our country as. between
22 August and 9 September, eight republics declarsd themselves independent
from the union. That is how they reacted to the threat posed by the putsch,
the aim of which was the restoration of a totalitarian society.

The extraordinary Congress of People's Deputies at the beginning of
September met the challenge of the time, establishing for a period of
transition a structure whereby the republics - to use the words of *he
President of Russimn - would obtaia as much sovereignty as they could take.
How that the element of coersion is behind us and the sovereign republics are
able to take stock of the situation, there has developed a centripetal trend,

which is gaining momentum.
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This is evidenced by the intensive activity of the State Council, cheired
by President Mikhail 8. Gorbachev. und comprising the leaders of the
Republics. The firat decision of this body was the recognition of the
independence of the three Baltic States. At the second session of the Council
the basic forms of an economic union - which will be open for participstion by
any Republic, including the Baltic States, should they so desire - were
addressed and endorsed.

The State Council is working on measures to overcome the rather critical
problems - to say the least - of food and medical supplies in the coming
winter and spring mouths. The Inter-Republican Economic Committee has been
very active in this reqard.

All-union government agencies conmstituted by the Congress continue to
function in the four key areas: foreign policy, defence, law enforcement and
security. Profound military reforms are taking place, these will lead to a
radical cut in military expenditures, which for many years have placed such a
heavy burden on the budget of our State.

The Extraordinary Congress of People's Deputies, the State Council and
the President of the USSR have thus answered the questions that had been
causing world-wide concern. 1t can now be seen that the answers were
constructive and sent a positive signal to the world community. As a dynamic,
although still fragile, balance emerges between the centre and the Republics,
we can see that we are now on the right course - despite the deviations or
set-backs that may occur - and we look with renewed sypectations to the
international community for all the support it can lend us in making a rapid

transition and taking a respected place in the family of nations. By stating
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this publicly I am fulfilling one of my important tasks at this session of the
Genaral Assembly.

The new Un’'nn, st this decisive stage of its formation, needs the support
of the world community, but it is precisely the world community that has an
interest in the success of our efforts, since the prospects for creating a
stable, democratic and civilized world order on our planet, Earth - which may
be the only one in the universe - depend on this.

The President of the USSR and the leaders of all sovereign States and
Sovist Republics are aware of their responsibilities under the Soviet Union's
existing international agreements and cbligations. I should like to reaffirm
that the union of sovereign States will be the dlrect successor of all such
commitments, including those we have assumed as a nuclear Power. Our
country's nuclear weapons remain under effective centralized control.

"New challenges” is a favourite subject of political scientists. Not so
long ago this term came to denote such things as international terrorism,
international drug and arms trafficking, acquired immunodeficiency syudrome
(AIDS), degradation of the environment, and the problems of human
psychological adaptation to new parameters of progresy. The depth and danger
of these new risks have forced the world community - and did so even back in
the days of the cold war - to begin formulating adequate responses to these
transnational challenges. Apd although the bulk of the work still lies ahead,
negotiating mechanisms are already emerging and international legal
instruments are being put into place.

However, let us admit, both to ourselves and to the whole of mankingd,
that virtually none of us was prepared to face the risks of the new, historic

period. Cleansing storms have thuudered over the expanses of eastern and
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central Europe, bringing with them all the promise that freedom holds cut,
bringing back the sense of dignity, self-esteem and faith in man's lofty
mission on Earth. And it is not freedom's fault if the flames of athmnic
strife have sudder ly enqulfed the world like the outbreak of a long-forgotten
disesse. Age-old and semmingly subdued instincts have come alive - instincts
which have no place in the new environment. And all this is accompanied b,
the threat of economic chaos, flaring social contradictions, refugees and
dissase.

Europe, which had seemsd the least vulnerable of all the continents, has
suddenly shown its susceptibility to the virus of nationalism. After the
division of Europe had been overcome without confrontation or instability and
Germany had been peacefully and democratically reunited, Yugoslavia faced a
crisis and is nov on the brink of civil war.

Why this unpreparecness for new risks? We were too busy eliminating the
deformations of the cold-war era to formulate in good time a positive agenda
that would meet national aspirations. Regrettably, the energy released as a
result of East-West reconciliatinon has not only served constructive purposes
but also fueled a resurgence of national egotism.

Nationalism is becoming the main breeding ground for terrorism. The
mortar attack on Downing Street, the villanous assassination of Rajiv Ghandi,
the bloodshed which is still going on in Nagorny Karabakh, and elsewhere, are
convincing evidence of that.

There is a danger that the ideological division of the world may be
replaced by attempts to divide and antagonize countries, peoples and nations

on national, ethnic or religious grounds. The result may be the nineteenth
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century revisited, albeit it with significant new features, such as global
interdependence and weapons of mass destruction,

The problem is how to make the growing national self-awareness serve the
cause of proygress, freedom and the prosperity of people; to keep national
identity slogans from becoming vehicles of separatist policies leading away
from the mainstream of world integration to absurd autarchy in either economic
or cultural life.

Whenever national egotism spills over State borders. as was the case with
Iraq'es aggression against Kuwait, the international community must remain true
to its position of principle and take the necessary steps, including
enforcement measures, in keeping with the United Nations Charter. Of course,
military force - or using it in appropriate measure - should be the last
resort. Using it even to maintain international law and order necessarily
means a set-back for the new thinking, a reversal of the trend towards
establishing a8 new type of international relations. Today, the international
community and the United Nations have sufficient capabilities to curb an
aggressor, whoever he may be, and to restnre justice without the use of
military force - or using it in appropriate measure and on a collective basis.

There is also a certain degree of understanding with regard to ethnic
conflicts of a purely domestic nature. The golden rule in this respect is to
do no harm.

Problems arise slso in the gray zone between internal jurisdiction and
ipternational responsibility. Basically, it is a question of the further
development of the sovereignty principle in intermational law, as applied to
the new realities and risks and to the need for universal interaction between

States.
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Consensus must be achieved on a set of basic rules, criteria and
principles for international response by the world community to emergency
situations, a kind of code of responsible conduct for States, in an era of an
interrelated and integral world. Such a consensus should combine the
principles of sovereignty, self-determination and non-interference in the
intornal affairs of States with the need for States to fulfil their
obligations under the United Nations Charter and other international legal
instruments, and for the United Nations to pursue its goals in all the spheres

prescribed by its Charter.
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The principal objective here is to harmoni- national, regicnal and
global interests, to assert a single universal scale of democratic values
providing for freedom of choice, a varlety of forms of social development,
economic and political pluralism and the supremacy of international law and
human rights.

The problem of individual freedom in all its dimensions is becoming
central in world politics today. Providing for all basic human rights has
become an imperative both of national development and international relations.

The gravest challenges arise in the world economy. Imbalances and
dsformations are the inevitable companions of economic progress. On the one
hand, the end of the cold war has put an end to bloc rivalry in dealing with
the third world. Against the background of interdspendence, development
ceases to be a one-dimensional notion and assumes a universal character. This
is the key to a balanced world economy and to providing a solid basis for
resolving global issues. On the other hand, there are growing fears that the
new East-West relationship wili leave many developing nations on the periphery
of the world economy. At the same time, the third world is becoming
increasingly polarized. Economic success in a number of countries is
accompanied by worsening crises, poverty and hunger in the poorest nations.

To prevent accumulated coantradictions trom exploding is a priority task,
Moving away from ideologically motivated assistance should not mean forgetting
those who simply cannot survive without outside help.

The same applies to the factors which hamper progress towards
environmental security. Chernobyl became a world-wide disaster. Yet, it is

also a symbol of international solidarity in a struggle for survival and the
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triumph ot humanism in relations between States. The United Nations Chernobyl
Pledqging Conference, vhich was held here recently, .emonstrated this once
again,

One of the lessons to be learned from Chernobyl and other environmental
catastrophes is that there can be no effective way of avoiding disaster
without overcoming the inertia of o0ld industrial practices. The objective is
to readjust the whole structure of the world economy to make it
environmentally safe. This can only be acihieved through concerted efforts.

New international relations should be universal. Within generally
recognised norms of civilized behaviour, #11 nations, regardless of their
ideological or political preferences and dislikes, should maintain normal and
proper relations. Lingering hostility, let alone the lack of elementary
dialogue between a number of States, objectively generates tension within the
very fabric of international relations.

The USSR is paying its last diplomatic debts inherited from the cold
war. We have normalized our relations with the Republic of Korea and launched
a comprehensive process of restoring normal relations with Israel.

The new world realities of today require inatitutionalized security and
cooperation structures, the modernization of existing mechanisms and the
creation of new ones where necessary. At the same time, we should not
hesitate to abandon certain previously established structures which are
inherently incapable of evolution. The Co-ordinating Committee for East-West
Trade Policy (COCOM) is at the top of that list.

The activities of newly established as well as restructured international
organizations should be integrated in order to add stability to the pillars of

comprehensive security.
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The gensral outlines of this process were defined by the international
community in a resolution adopted at the forty-fourth session of the General
Assembly on enhancing international peace, security and international
cooperation in all its aspects in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations. It was at that time - two years ago - that conceptual agreement was
reached to begin drafting the fundamentasl principles of civiliszed
international communication at the current stage of history - sometimes
referred to as the new world order.

Members may recall that that resolution was the joint initiative of the
USSR and the Unjted States. When I met President Bush today, we reiterated
the commitment of our two countries to broader cooperation in strengthening
the United Nations as well as in all other areas. This commitment rests on a
nev foundation in the Soviet-United States relationship - no longer one of
confrontation or even rivalry, but cooperation and friendship for the good of
the world community as a whole.

The philosophy of new international solidarity, which is finding its way
into practice, signifies a de-ideologization of the United Nations. 1In
renewing our Organisation we should once ard for all leave behind us the
legacy of the ice age - like the obnoxious resolution equating Zionizm with
racism,

A trarsition to partnership and collective action bears the promise of
United Nations universality, both in terms of its membership and in terms of
its areas of activity. The process has already been set in motion. At this
session of the General Assembiy new Members have joined the ranks 2f the

Organization. These irclude States of differing size and population. Our
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support. for their admission to the United Nations mirrors the overall Soviet
foreiqn policy of developing relations with all States, including small and
medium-sized States.

It is with a special feeling that I wish to congratulate our colleagues,
the plenipotentiary representatives of new sovereign and independent States -
the Latvian Republic, the Lithusnian Republic and the Estonian Republic.

1 nee special symbolism in the fact that one of the first foreign policy
steps of the coun‘ry which began its new political calendar recently war to
recoynize the full independence of tha Baltic Republics and provide immediate
support for their joining the United Nations e&nd associating themselves with
the Conference oun Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) process. That
took place in Moscow at the beglinning of the Conference on thu Human
Dimension. At the present time the process of establishing diplomatic
relaticns and exchanaing embassies between the USSR and the Baltic Statss hes
sterted. We are going to hold large-scale talks on vital issues affecting the
destinies of millions of people.

Adapting the entire United Nations system to the new realities of
internaticnal life is an item on our agenda. Progress has already been
achieved in such adaptation and great credit for this goes to the
Serretary-General. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, who is a confident leader of
the Organization at this juncture which is perhaps most decisive. We hope
that the line he so s-rongly supports wiil be duly continued.

There is a wealth of promising ideas on this subject. Tt would appear to
make sease to agree upnn launching practical exploration of approaches to
reforming the United Nations. We are open tu any fruitful ideas; we are also

working on our own proposals. A concerted and essenti,lly collective
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rejulation of internationel relstions in the areas of security and disarmament
crucial for the destiny of the world has become a priority in tho activities
of the United Natinns and the world community.

SBupremacy of law is the main point of reference on the way tc shaping a
new mode) of international security. A system of political and legal
duterrence should be its cornerstone - s system based not on mutual deterrence
but rather on confidence that mutual threat does not exist and also on a high
level of trust and openness in the military and other spheres. To achieve
this, it is important to establish, with active United Nations involvement, an
atmosphere of general aversion to aggression throughout the world community.
Ary act of sggression must, from the very atart, be regarded as doomed, not
only militarily but also politically, economicaly and morally. An
international boycott is the first stsp to deter and warn the aggressor.

Next in line is a joint elaboration and implementation of the concept of
the next stage of disarmament to absorb the experience gained and make the
disarmament processas stable, comprehensive and universal.

Priority tasks include making military potentials exclusively
defence-oriented and working out the quidelines States could follow while
restructuring their armed forces in conformity with the doctrine of reasonable
sufficiency. That now is taking place in the Soviet Union.

The General Assembly could recommend initiating, as an intermediate
stage, consultations to work on specific quantitative and qualitative
paraneters for minimum nuclear deterrence in all its aspects. It is becoming
an urgont task to conduct negotiations on the total elimination of tactical

nuclear weapons in as short a time as possible.
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A reduction in the number of nuclear tests, with a view to phasing them
out altogether as scon as possible, is oue means of haltiag the auclear arms
race. A broad movement in support of thiz idea has materialized in the
political and scientific communities and among the public in various countries
of the world.

The time has come to establish a United Nations register of conventicnal
arms sales and supplies and to identify jointly its technical parameters with
a view to arriving at agreed principles of restraint in arms sales.

The development O0f a long-term concept of the use of United Nations
foreces in accordance with tke Charter of the Organization, includiang the
refinement of rapid respouse mechanisms for countering threats to
international peace, legally codified procedures for drterring a potential
aggressor and optimal strategies for defusing conflicts, would facilitate more
comprehensive utilization of United Natioas capacities. Major tasks in this
area include efforts to make United Hations peace-keeping operations more
effective and institutionalized, broader use of the preventive capacities of
the United Nations and efforts to find ways to correlate global and regional
security structures. There is proof that conflicts can indeed be settled
through national reconciliation, a balance of interests and responsibility
among all the parties involved and the expression of the will of the people in
democratic free elections. I am particularly pleased to note the important
role that is to be played by the United Nations in implementing the settlement
in Cambodia as a truly unique instrument for maintaining international peace.

Today a unique chance is at hand to set in motion the process of a Middle

Bast settlement. It is essential to lock in the significant progress that has
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been nmade in solving the Afghan problem. This session must take action to
support efforts in these areas.

The ultimate beneficiary of the movement towards stable peace with
maximum guarantees is the human being. The domestic policies of States and
the practice of international communication should rest on uniform rules
applied across the entire range of human rights as an inseparable set of equal
categories of a political, civil, social, economic and cultural nature
defining the status of the individual and his relations with the State and
society. Substantive discussion of specific human rights issues and matters
of compliance with international commitments in this area can no longer be
dismissed under the artificial pretext of interference in internal affairs.
By signing appropriate internmational instruments. every State, as it were,
delegates a fraction of its sovereignty to the international community. The
criterion is the primacy of human rights over the rights of nations and other
bodies.

At the Moscow meeting of the CSCE conference on the human dimension, we
focused on the problem of strengthening not only the national, but alsoithe
international basis of guarantees for democracy, political pluralism, the
supremacy of law and human rights.

We might provide for far-reaching collective procedures that would
ultimately include binding and mandatory elements. Non-governmental and human
rights organizations should be actively encouraged to participate in their
verification. 1In other words, after the Moscow coaference, the concept of
confidence-building measures, which has been put to work so successfully in
the political and military fields since the conferences held in Madrid and
Stockholm should, we firmly believe, become the cornerstone and driving force

of the new turn to human rights within the all-European and the global context.
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Much has besn done in the United Nations, but there are still greater
tasks ahead, reflecting the risks and challenges that face the international
community today. Our common and inseparable destinies largely, if not
decisively, depend on whether the United Nations will be able to succeed in
renovating itself and become a true multilateral guarantor of peace and
security.

Today all of us, politicians and diplomats alike, constantly find
ourselves with the word "space"” on our tongues. We speak of a single
economic, legal and ecological space. This has become an extremely up-to-date
and fashionable sxpression. Yet, half a century ago, in the heyday of
Stalin‘'s tyranny, the great Russian poet, Boris Pasternak, used it to describe
an artist's calling:

"We have to live without vainglory

Live in such a way that after all

A love that space bestows upon us

Would let us hear the future's call.”

The call of the future! The author of Dogtor Zhivago and the winner of
the Nobel Prize heeded this call. Let us also heed it.#

Mr. DUMAS (France) (interpretation from Prench): 1 should like to
congratulate you, Sir, on your election as President of the General Assembly.
Apart from being a tribute to you personally, to your diplomatic talent and
your sense of reason, your election honours the representative of a country
whose prominent role and place in the Arab world and on the international
scene are known to all.

% The President returned to the Chair.
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May I also express cur gratitude to the SBecretary-General, Mr. Péres de
Cuellar, whose indefatigable energy in the service of peace has given so many
peoples grounds for hope, and which will have made its mark on our time.

The Organization is welcoming seven new Members. This is a momentous
event., one which is cause for celebration. Welcome to Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania. Their return to our midst reAresses an injustice that had .o equal
and sffaces the criminal act committed against these peoples.

Welcome to the great Korean people, heir to an ancient and distinguished
civilization, who come to the Organization through the separate admission of
two States. We hope that they will thus find occasion for friendly dialogue,
which will enable them to recover the unity to which they aspire.

Welcome to the Marshall Islands and to Micronesia. These two States will
bring to the Organization the benefits of the ancient wisdom of the Pacific
Islands.

The years 1989 and 1990 rang with the sounds of liberation - moments of
historic happiness rarely encountered - and 1991 has seen the movement
continue and amplify.

History has suddenly accelerated. A real revolution has radically
altered our points of reference and swept away old habits. A new world is
emerging. It will be based, members can be sure, on freedom, solidarity,
security and the rule of law.

In the course of the past year, freedom has continued to gain ground.
Let us rejoice, for freedom is the sun that shines on our peoples: freedom
for Kuwait, which was reinstated to sovereignty and independence - admittedly
at the price of the use of force - thanks to the new capacity of the United

Nations to further the rule of law; burgeoning freedom in South Africa, where
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the barriers of apartheid have at last been Jdismsntled - may Lhis impatus not
be slownd; and hope of freedom and peace in Cambodia. Bpeaking from vLais
rostrum in 1988, tha Presidsant of the French Republic proposed an

international conference to help this martyred rountry reqain unity and peace.
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It has taken three years for the realities of the situation to prevail,
three years of patient negotiations, three years of persistence; for the
inevitability of discord seened to impinge on the slightest progress. The
nonvening of a conference on Cambodia will at last set the seal on a peace
agreement. I should like to pay a tribute to Prince Sihanouk, President of
the Supreme Mational Council, who is sitting in our midst at the head of the
Cambodian delegation. His patience and senss of dialogue have once again
revealed his qualities as a Head of State capablo of reuniting a people and
reconciling it with itseif. I should like to wish a happy future to the
people of Cambodia, whosu suffering I shared and whose aspirations 1 hope to
share.

~ Freedom of choice offered to the peoples of Western Sahara through a
referendum organized by the United Nations in accordance with the wish of all
the parties concerned.

- Hope in the Middie East. After so many years of conflict and absence
of understanding, the prospect of the convening of a peace conference provides
the opportunity for a settlement based on law and justice, a comprehensive
peace settlement, it should be recalled, which should therefore enshrine the
rigut of all to live in peace within secure and recognized borders, by giving
the Palestinians a land and a state. Yes, freedom for the Palestinian people.

~ Freedom for Lebanon, which is dressing its wounds and putting an end
to its sti!.e. Let it affirm its sovereignty over the whole of its national
territory by the disarmament of militia forces, the withdrawal of foreign
trocrps and ‘he implementation of Security Council resolution 425 (1978). Let
it boldly address its task c¢f reconstruction and quickly return to the path of
democracy by holding free elec:-ions. Those are France's wishes for Lebanon,

which is so close to it in heart, in mind and in history.
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- Freedom ton for Moscow, where democratic forces have swept away
factions which thought they could use violence to impose the return of an
order that had been driven from the scene but remains present in our memories,
an order that has been overturned and condemned. Let us pay a tribute to
those who threw up the barricades of freedom and confronted the threat so that
the will of the people could prevall. He!l to the defenders of the White
House of Moscow.

In Kuwait, in the Soviet Union and in the Baltic countries, freedom is
gaining ground everywhere and democracy is smiling on peoples. The points
marked with a cross on the map of oppression and tutelage are gradually
fading, and as they fade the old world order, with its compromises and
deadlocks, is disappearing. This transformation is taking place before our
very eyes. Let us look directly at it. Hope is replacing threat, dialogue is
being set in train beyond all expectations, and the world rings with the sound
of statues being toppled.

But new clouds are already appearing on the horizon. Will we smee those
who are gaining their freedom and independence take the path of blind
nationalism and make anachronistic territorial claims? Will the clash of
interests take the place of ideological confrontations? Roads and struggles
of this kind lead nowhere, as experience and history have taught us.
Dictatorship, poverty, wxodus and war are their end result, To avoid these
dangers, we must devise formulas and solutions appropriate for our times. Let

us begin by building new solidarities, and use the opportunity to turn towards

the future.
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With regard to building new solidarities, let us first speak of Europe.
It is experiencing on its own s0il the world's last great phase of
decolonization. 1 wish to state here that France will be at one with all
peoples which choose to make their voice heard on the international scene and
which peacefully and democratically express their resolve to accede to
independence. For self-determination is indivisible; and it cannot be an
object of bargaining. Let us recall a fewv simple rules that may help these
movements to mature in harmony:

First, every people that wants it has the right to self-determination and
sovereignty. Secondly, this presupposes a clear definitjon of the rights of
minorities; we should think about the role the United Nations could play in
this respect. Thirdly, it is essential to ensure respect for international
treaties, and hence recognition of borders. Fourthly. borders may be changed
only through dialogue or, failing that, through arbitration. Lastly, good
peighbourly relations can be governed by freely accepted agreements.

what France has proposed for Yugoslavia holds true in a general way for
sveryone.

Let us spare ourselves a return to empires and opportunistic alliances in
the twenty-first century. Let us note our regional complementarities, derive
advantage from them aad give them a context.

Is this, after all, not the purpose of the Community construction in
Europe so well described just a moment ago by my colleague Mr. Van Den Broek?
Wwhy bave we spent 40 years building a European Community - first of six, then
of nine, and now of 127 Because we were convinced that peace, prosperity and

our identity would be established in a lasting manner only through the sharing
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of our pational sovereignties. Those who had doubts must now bow to the
evidence. The Europesn Community has become o benchmark for some and for
others a source of admiration. The European Community owes it to itselif to
continue to astonish the world by pursuing its integration, planned for the
end of 1991, Strengthened by a Germany st last reunited, the European
Economic Community will continue its progress towards unity.

The new democracies of central and eastern Europe have understood this
necessity of union and cooperation and have turned eagerly and hopefully to
the Community. Within the Twelve, France in turn understands this request,
this expectation, which it hopes will be answered as soon as possible by
preparations for these countries' admission to the European Economic
Community. This will of course take time. That is all the more reason tc get
down to the task right away.

But are we to do nothing du;inq this period, leaving these democracies,
which are so close to us, uncertain as to their future? Of course not.
Europe needs a new pact right now.

Aware of the danger that still threatens it, can our continent - our
ancient continent - rally to preserve the gains of the past few years and go
forward? This is the essence of the confederation France has proposed. Our
aim is to go beyond the logic of aid, which out of necessity has been the
reason for most actions so far, in order to arrive at a real political,
economic and social community on the continent, in the spiri® of the founding

fathers of a free Europe in the immediate post-war period.
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1t would be a paradox if just as this EBurope - which will hecome more and
more confederal - was taking shape, a paralle' but contrary movement towards
dismemberment and break-up were to prevajl elsewhere. That is why we hope
that the republics of the USSR succeed in exercising their new
responsibilities and organizing their relations as they intend to do, and
succeed in defining, at the international level, as reason and the course of
events dictate, the expression of their common interests and resolve. We hope
they can do so with due respect for the principles and norms of security and
stability accepted in Europe.

Yugoslavia, which is being torn apart, represents the other example of a
necessary transformation. May the legitimate aspirations for freedom which
are being expressed there take into consideration the interests of all. May
the rights of minorities be preserved and the advantages of a space shared by
all the peoples of Yugoslavia be maintained and guaranteed., That, it seems to
me, is the road to peace and regained prosperity. But none of this will be
possible so long as the fighting oersists. The conflagration is building and
threatens to spread. Time is running out. Yugoslavia is heading deeper into
an impasse. France believes it is incumbent on the United Nations to bring
the parties to their senses by demanding compliance with the cease-fire, by
showing them the way to dialogue and t¢ negotiation that has been mapped out
with their consent by the European Community, by saying to all that peace has
its requirements, theirs aud others’'. France, which is the current President

of the Security Council, will leave no stone unturped to achieve this end.
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Can 1 fail to refer to the solidarity between the Morth and the Bouth?
No. The planet is one. Who can believe in a future in which less than one
quarter of the world's population enjoys the benefits of progress while the
remaining three guarters are abandoned to despair?

In the course of the past five years, Africa's gross national product has
grown less quickly than its population. Today's 500 million Afrl!cans will be
1.5 billion in the yeasr 2025. while the sources of financing are drying up.
Net capital input fell in rezl terms from 1986 to 1990. World Bank and
International Monetary Fund transfers are currently negative, with African
countries paying back far more than they recelive.

Without wishing to sound lile an oracle, France has consistently spoken
of this intolerable und inevitable trend in order to seek a greater effort of
solideritv from the rich. My country senses it is being better heeded now,
and I hope that is true. It welcomes this especially as another danger is
threatening the developing countries: the danger of a society exploding in

response to excessive demands.

It is appropriate, certainly, to ensure that the assistance to developirg
rountries is well employed. That is the best way to generate official and
private resources and to promote regional integration, which is still in its
early stages.

In this respect, tha Treaty for the Constitution of the Common Market of
the South - the MERCOSUR Treaty - signed in March 1991, which groups
Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay in a common market, is a good examp" :
of what has t¢ be done. It should not remain an isolated instance. I am
thinking in particular of Africa, where plans to set up a large common
agr.cultural market should be pursued. The franc zone, with its single

currency, offers a favorable terrain for such a market.
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France, 2’ one or with its Ruropoan Economic Community partners, intends
to support these efforts. It Soes not intend to render them useless by
impcsing requirements that go beyond what is ressonabile.

Lastly, one canrot spasak of solidarity without menticuingy the
environment. The international community has already held Adsbates on aud
carried out research into this import int subjecc. It has launched significant
concrete programs. France walcomes. fur example, the success of the
initiative oo the decision to protect Antarcticea, which it tock in 1989
togather with Australia, subseguently joiuecd by Italy and Belgium. The Madrid
protocol, which will be signed on 4 Octobsr 1991, declares Antarctica to be a
"natural reserve devoted to peacu and science”. This responds to the wjshes
of all those who desire to safeguard our common heritage, our planet. It
should inspire othe:r act'ons.

7 believs that everything I have said s of & conservative nature. Yet
the exacearbation of risks and the emergence of new danyers reguire us to think
cn a new scale and give frse rein to our ambitica.

Thus, we warmly welcome the United Nationa Confererce on Environment and
Development, which is to be held at Rio de Janeirc in 1592 and to which France
is lending its assistance and support. That Conference will be preceded by
the meeting in Paris 2t the end of the year, called by the President of the
Frecch Republic, which will be attended by all the nor-governmental
orgsnisations conceraed.

The effortc to combat desertification, to preserve and harness the
resources of the great forests and to protect the ozone layer, biological
diveraity and the seas and the oceans: <tnese are rubjects of preeminent

interest to all manpkind.
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It would be pointlass to speak of tho future of mankind without referring
to secu. ity. The end of the cuvld war provides an exzceptional opportunity, so
let us seise it by pursuing disarmament world wide. In that sphere my
country's policy is consistent with a number of principles that I would like
v erumerate briefly.

The most important agreement on conventional arms reduction in Europe was
signed at the Paris summit in 1990. Its retification can wait no longer.
Trance is committed to this and hopes that all the signatories will proceed to
ratification, thus making it possible to move on to a new phase in these
negotiacions.

France duly welcomed the signing in Moscow of the strategic arms
reduction Treaty - the START Treaty. The reduction of the strategic arsenals
of the United States and the USSR, which will take several years, should be
followed by new commitments now. France will join in the negotiations once
those arsenals have been reduced to a level warranting our participation,
under the terms sst forth in this very ﬁall by the President of the French
Republic in 1985.

For Europeans, the existence and availability of nuclear armaments raise
specific problems which have emerged with the changes in the Soviet Union.
France has asked that the four Powers concerned meet as early as possible to
examine these problems together.

On a more general note, France is in favour of global disarmament, 1In
June 1991 it made public its plan encompassing all aspects of security, It
announced its decision to adhere to the nuclear non-proliferation Treaty. My

country will submit the instruments of accession before the year's end.
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Already, we are taking steps to exercise complete comtrol over exports related
to nuclear energy. v
France is in favour of finalizing at am early date the conveantiom on the
final elimination of chemical weapons. It hopes that the convention will be
signed next year. The treaty banning chemical weapons should be accompanied
by appropriate means for monitoring compliance, without which its

effectiveness will bs compromised.
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For while treatles prepare the way for security, it ls confidence that creates
it. There is no real confidence without control. The example of fraq shows
this only too well.

Strict compliance with accords and monitoring are the keystones of
disarmament, and it is, in my view, for the United Nations to promcte
accession to these treaties, to monitor their implementation anda impose
penalties, where necessary, when agreements are violated. Let us, therefore,
give the United Nations the means to carry out this task.

My concluding comments will concern strengthening the role of the United
Nations. How can this be accomplished? Our Organisation, which is the
universal expression of our solidarity, has done more in these past years than
reflect our concerns. It has done more than it had done in past decades.
With the backing of its Secretary-General and the determined support of the
five permanent members of the Security Council, the United Nations has been a
driving force. It has_affirmod the law on numerous occasions and enforced
compliance where necessary.

The United Nations perseverance on behalf of human rights prompted South
Africa to move towards abolishing apartheid. The efforts to help restore
democracy in Haiti, the part played in the peace process in El1 Salvador, the
Secretary-General's peace plan of 21 May for Afghanistan are all iuitiatives
that have marked for history the growing role of the United Nationms.

But it is undoubtedly in regard to the Gulf crisis that the progress has
been the most spectacular. The main point was to stop aggression and to lay

the often innovative foundations for order through law,
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The United Rations could not remain passive in the face of the tragedy
which threatened the very existence of the Kurdish people. For the first
time, through a Security Council resolution, the United Nations affirmed that
the sufferings of a population justified immediate intervention. My country
is proud to have proposed the adoption of resolution 688 (1991).

Yet, as members are aware, none of this could be taken for granted.
Today the foundations of a new legal order, & new humanitarian order, have
been laid. Why not adopt a code of conduct affirming the right to
humanitarian assistance every time the integrity »:4 survival of a people is
threatened?

However, we must not lose sight of the fact that the progress that has
been made is not sufficient to offset the reversals where these exist. If
tomorrow, in the comflict between Israel and the Arab countries, the United
Nations were “o give up its efforts to require compliance with the principles
which have earned it its success, it would quickly lose in credibility what it
has earned in prestige. The Organization is too much a grande dame now to
tolerate disrespect.

At a time when France holds the presidency of the Security Council, it is
pleased and proud to contribute to the adoption of two important resolutions,
which I hope will be adopted, on Yugoslavia and Cambodia.

More than ever before, the values which underlie the principles of our
Organization are a benchmark. New States have joined us and others will
follow. National minorities are claiming the right to preserve what
constitutes their identity and cohesion. What are they doing? They look to

the United Nations. Individuals are thirsting fcr justice. Whut do they do?
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They invoke the United Nations moral jurisdiction. WNever have democracy and
human rights - the former thought by some to have been superseded and the
latter considered by others the product of an impoverished mind - constituted
such important quidelines for a world urgently seeking peace and prosperity.

Llet us therefore prepare, clearly and with enthusiasm, for the great
rendexvous of 1993: the World Corference on Human Righta, which will also be
the rendexvous of democracy victorious.

It is there that, half a century after the cataclysm that shook the

world, and the long night that deprived too many peoples of the light of

freedom, our generation will finally be able to say: We have been worthy of

mankind.

The meeting roge at 1.30 p.m.



