3. Calis upon the South African regime to exercise
its responsibility to end the violence in that country and
thus sustain the emerging political climate, which has
the potential to create conditions that are conducive o
the abolition of the system of apartheid;

4. Calls upon Governments L0 encourage positive
change in South Africa based on the guidelines set out
in the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consequences in Southern Africa, in particular by
maintaining existing measures against South Africa
until there is clear evidence of profound and irrever-
sible change;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue with
the implementation of the activities for the period
1990-1993, and further requests him to continue to ac-
cord the highest priority to measures to combat apart-
heid;

6. Invites all Governments to take or continue to
take all necessary measures to combat all forms of rac-
ism and racial discrimination and to support the work
of the Second Decade by making contributions to the
Trust Fund for the Programme for the Decade for Ac-
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, in
order to ensure further implementation of the activities
for the Second Decade;

7. Welcomes the adoption by the General Assembly
of the International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families, contained in the annex to Assembly res-
olution 45/158 of 18 December 1990;

8. Also welcomes the proclamation of the Interna-
tional Year for the World’s Indigenous People by the
General Assembly in its resolution 45/164 of 18 Decem-
ber 1990;

9. Reaffirms the need to continue giving particular
attention to the specific activities of the Programme of
Action for the Second Decade that are directed towards
the elimination of apartheid, which is the most destruc-
tive and vicious form of institutionalized racism;

10. Also reaffirms the importance of public informa-
tion activities in combating racism and racial discrimi-
nation and in mobilizing public support for the objec-
tives of the Second Decade, and commends the efforts
of the Coordinator for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination;

11.  Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the ef-
fective and immediate implementation of the activities
proposed for the first half of the Second Decade that
have not yet been undertaken;

12.  Also requests the Secretary-General, in his re-
ports, to continue to pay special attention to the situa-
tion of migrant workers and members of their families;

13.  Reaffirms the need for continued coordination
of the full range of programmes being implemented by
the United Natjons system as they relate to the objec-
tives of the Second Decadc;

14, Decides to continue to accord the highest prior-
ity each year to the agenda item entitled “Implementa-
tion of the Programme of Action for the Second Dec-
ade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination™.

[th plenayy meeting
29 May 1991

1991/3. Emergency assistance to Somalia

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its decision 1989/111 of 22 May 1989 and
General Assembly resolutions 44/178 of 19 December
1989 and 45/229 of 21 December 1990,

Welcoming the action taken by the Secretary-General
of sending a mission to Somalia to ascertain security
conditions in preparation for the resumption of an
€mergency assistance programme,

Having heard the report of the Special Coordinator
for Emergency Relief Operations in Somalia,?

Extremely concerned at the massive displacement of
the population in the affected regions of Somalia, the
extensive damage to and destruction of villages, towns
and cities, the heavy damage inflicted by the civil con-
flict on the country’s infrastructure and the widespread
disruption of public facilities and services,

Noting with great satisfaction the humanitarian efforts
being deployed by various national and international
non-governmental organizations,

Deeply appreciative of the humanitarian assistance
rendered by a number of Member States to ameliorate
the hardship and suffering of the affected population,

Aware of the complex political situation prevailing
throughout the country and the continuation of civil
strife in several areas,

1. Strongly appeals to Somalia’s national leaders to
do their utmost to bring about national reconciliation
and to restore and promote peace and stability through-
out the country;

2. Expresses iis appreciation to the Secretary-Gen-
ceral for the action taken in preparing for the resump-
tion of United Nations assistance programmes in Soma-
lia;

3. Also expresses its appreciation for the humanita-
rian assistance provided to Somalia by several coun-
tries, as well as by members of the community of non-
governmental organizations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General 1o assist in the
formulation of medium- and long-term programmes for
the rehabilitation and development of Somalia;

5. Also requests the Secrelary-General to dispatch,
without delay, an inter-agency assessment mission to
determine the emergency and medium-term needs of
the affected population and to make recommendations
on the financial and material resources required for the
restoration of basic social services and physical infra-
structure, including power, water, shelter, transport and
communications;

6. Appeals 1o Member States and to international
governmental and non-governmental organizations to
extend generous assistance, in particular food, medi-
cines and shelter, to the affected population through
the appropriate humanitarian channels;

7. Urges the appropriate specialized agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system, in particu-
lar the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Na-
tons Development Programme. the United Nations

' See Offictal Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1991,
Plenary Mecrings, vol. I, 8th meeting.



Environment Programme, the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlements (Habitat), the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
World Food Programme, the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations and the World Health
Organization, to resume their assistance programmes in
Somalia in their respective fields of competence;

8. Calis upon the Secretary-Gencral to mobilize, on
an urgent basis, international humanitarian assistance
to provide for the immediate needs both of the inter-
nally displaced population and of those refugees who
still remain in the country;

9. Strongly recommends that relief assistance be
made available to all persons who are in need, that ad-
equate measures be taken to ensurc the safe delivery of
relief supplies and the safety of relicf workers, and that
distribution of those supplies take place under the su-
pervision of United Nations staff members in order to
ensure impartiality and fairness;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the
urgency of the situation, to endeavour to apprise the
Council, at its second regular session of 1991, of the
progress made in the implementation of the prescat
resolution and to arrange for a comprehensive report
to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-
seventh session.

10th plenary meeting
29 May 1991

1991/4. World social situation

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2542
(XX1V) of 11 December 1969, 40/100 of 13 December
1985 and 45/87 of 14 December 1990 and Council res-
olutions 1987/52 of 28 May 1987, 1989/72 of 24 May
1989 and 1990/28 of 24 May 1990,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 44/56 of
8 December 1989, in which the Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to submit an interim report to it in
1991, through the Commission for Social Development
and the Council,

Bearing in mind the primary importance of a well-bal-
anced report on the world social situation for increasing
international awareness of the cfforts being made to-
wards achicving the goals of social progress and better
standards of living, established in the Charter of the
United Nations, and of the obstacles to further pro-
gress,

Deeply concerned about the continued worsening of
the economic situation in many developing countries,
particularly the least developed countries, as evidenced
by the significant decline in living conditions, the per-
sistence and increase of widespread poverty in a large
number of those countries and the decline of their main
social and economic indicators,

Bearing in mind that certain developing countrics
have been able to achieve some cconomic and social
progress,

Desirous that the pace of development in the devel-
oping countrics be accelerated substantially in order to

enable those countries to achieve their social objectives,
especially those of mceting the basic need for food,
housing, education, employment and health care and
winning the struggle against the scourges that endanger
the health and well-being of their populations,

Recognizing that progress in the social and cconomic
ficlds constitutes an esscntial priority for national poli-
cies, the United Nations and the international commu-
nity, as well as a prerequisite {or international develop-
ment and peace,

Believing that there is a need for greater effort by the
United Nations system to study and disseminate accu-
ratc and balanced data and material on the existing
world social situation, particularly with regard to
cmerging trends and institutional structures that have
an impact on social development,

Having considered the interim report of the Secre-
tary-General on the world social situation,!

Mindful of the need to reflect objectively on the sen-
sitivity and importance of the social problems of devel-
oping countrics,

L. Notes with concern that the interim report of the
Secretary-General on the world social situation did not
adequately focus on the continuing deterioration of the
¢conomic and social situation in many developing coun-
tries, in partcular the least developed among them,
which is the prevailing problem in many of those coun-
trics;

2. Also notes with concern that the interim report
did not sufficiently take into account the concerns and
guidelines specified in paragraph 4 of Council resolu-
tion 1989/72;

3. Reaffirms the request set forth in paragraph 4 of
Council resolution 1989/72 that, in preparing the next
report on the world social situation, the Secretary-Gen-
eral should give high priority to an analysis of the main
indicators of social progress and standards of living and
make a comprehensive analysis of the main causes and
circumstances that explain negative trends in those in-
dicators, and reaffirms also that chapters devoted to the
study of specific social problems must be related to
global economic and social situations, taking into ac-
count both national and international conditions;

4. Requesis the Secretary-General to reorient the
draft framework for the 1993 report on the world social
situation® so that it is in consonance with the requests
set forth in paragraph 4 of Council resolution 1989/72,
and to submit it to the Council for consideration at its
regular session of 1992

5. Also requests the Secretary-General, in preparing
the 1993 report, to take into account the intrinsic rela-
tionship between economic growth and social develop-
ment and to analyse in depth the economic problems of
the developing countrics and the impact of those prob-
lems on the world social situation;

6. Recommends thot the draft of the 1993 report be
reviewed by the Administrative Committee on Coordi-
nation 1o cnsure that an integrated interdisciplinary
focus is given and to provide a source of information
for the report,

1 A/6/56-E/1991/6 and Coir. 1.
" lbid., unnex.



