UNITED .
NATIONS . A

General Assembly

PROVIS IONAL

A/41/PV.48
27 October 1986

ENGL ISH

Forty-first session
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH MEET ING

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Thursday, 23 Octcber 1986, at 3 p.m.

President: . Ar . OSMAN (Somalia)
{(Vice~President)

laters Mr. THOMPSON (Fiji)
(Vice~President}

- Adoption of the agenda and organization of work: letter from the Chairman of .=,
the Committee on Conferences [8] (continued)

- Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity [27]

(a) Report of the Secretary-General
(b) Draft resolution

- International Year of Peace [21]
{a) Reports of the Secretary-General

(b) Draft resolutions '
(c) Amendments

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and
interpretutions of speeches in the other languages. The final text will be printed
in the Official Records of the General Assembly.

Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one ufeek,
to the Chief, Official Records E3iting Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2~-750, 2 United Wations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

86-64338/a 2219V (F)




NR /gmr A/41/PV, 48
2

In the absence of the President, Mr. Csman (Somalia), Vice-President, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 8 (continued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK: LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE ON OCONFERENCES (A/41/595/Add. 2)

The PRESIDENT: I invite members to turn their attention to document

A/41/595/Add. 2, which contains a letter dated 21 October 1986 from the Chairman of
the Committee on Conferences to the President of the General Assembly.

As members are aware, the Assembly, in paragraph 34 of its decision 34/401,
decided that no subsidiary organ of the General Assembly would be permitted to meet
at United Nations Headjuarters during a regular session of the Assembly unless
explicitly authorized by the Assembly. BAs indicated in the letter I have just
mentioned, the Committee on Conferences has recommended that the Committee itself
should be authorized to meet during the current session of the General Assembly.
May I take it that the General Assembly adopts that recommendation?

It was so decided,

AGENDA ITEM 27
QO -OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE ORGAN IZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY:
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL (A/41/542)
(b) DRAFT RESOIUTION (A/41/L.7)

The PRESIDENT: 1In this connection, the Assembly has before it a draft

resoiution in document A/41/L.7. I call on the representative of Benin, current

Chairman of the African Group, to introduce draft resolution, A/41/L.7.
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Mr. OGOWMA (Benin) (interpretation from Prench): I have the honour and
pleasure of introducing, on behalf of the sponsccs, which include my own.comter
draft resolution A/41/L.7, entitied “Co-operation between the United Nations and
the Organization of African thity®.

Thi:s year again, in keeping with a happy tradition, we are dealing with a
draft resolution which evaluates and takes stock of the mutually advantageous
co-operation between the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the United
Mations. That co-operation, which increases each year, covers all the activities
of the United Nations, as may be seen from the exhaustive report of the
Secretary~Ceneral (A/41/542). All the African delegations to the United Nations
welcome the fact that this is so.

The adoption this year of a resclution on co~operation between the ORU and the
United Nations is particularly important, in our opinion, because of the very
beneficial work carried out during the fortieth session of the General Assembly in
the cause of Africa by the United Mations in close collaboration with the OAU. As
members are aware, the United Nations responded very favourably through
resolution 40/40, of 2 December 1985, to the appeal made by the OAU, and the
General Assembly met 1n special session from 27 May to 1 June 1986 in order, for
the first time in its history, to discuss exclusively the economic problems of a
specific region, Africa.

The adoption by the special session of the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 as a planning base for
fruitful co-operation between Africa and the rest of the international community

was possible only because of the unprecedented spirit of sclidarity shown by the

latter with regard to the African ocontinent.
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(Mr. Ogouma, Benin)

For that feason, while we welcome thg efforts made within the Organization of
African Unity and among'hftican States and also in the United Nations Secretariat
and all the agencies of the system to ensure the effective implementation of the
Programme, the follow-up process and .mobilization of the practical support of the
interrational community, I wish to take this opportunity, on behalf of the African
Group at’ the United Nations, to reiterate our gratitude and appreciation to the
whole international community for the praiseworthy efforts it has mede and is
continuing to make towards the attainment of the ébjectives set at the special
session of the General Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa.

The question of the total decolonization of Africa and the eradication of the

abject system of apartheid in South Africa is another subject of major concern for

our continent,
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Here again, we welcome the close co-cperation which has never been lacking between
the OAU and the United Natioms. It was at the reauest of the ORU that the United
Nations and the OAU organized jointly in Paris in June 1986 the World Conference on
the adoption of comprehensive mandatory sanctions against racist South Africa. The
OAU also took an active part in the work of the United Nations International
Conference for the Immediate Independence of Namibia, held in Vienna from 7 to

11 July 1986, and also the work of the special session of the General Assembly on
the same question in September 1986 in New York.

We are aware that the grave deterioration of the ;ituation in South Africa,
vhich is attributable to the mindless, stubborn insistence of the Pretoria regime
in its pursuit of the iﬁhuman policy of apartheid in South Africa, its illegal
occupation of Namibia and its persisent acts of armed aggression and
destabilization against neighbouring front-line countries, remains one of the major
isgsues to which the General Assembly has not failed to accord top priority.

The draft resolution which we are submitting deals with the relations of close
co-operation between the United Nations and its specialized agencies and the OaAU.
It contains 16 paragraphs 1n,the preambular section and 26 operative paragraphs.

In the preamble, as is cnstomary, the General Assembly recalls previous
resolutions on co-operation between the United Nations and the OAU. It takes note
of the resolutions and decisions adopted by the ORU at the ordinary summit session
in July 1986 in Addis Ababa and of the important statement by the cutrént Chairman
of the OAU at the forty-first session of the Geperal Assembly. It expresses
concern about the deterioration of the economic situation in Africa and of that in
southern Africa, caused by the apartheid system in South Africa.

The General Assembly also takes note of the peclatation on the Economic
Situation and Africa's Priority Programme for Ecoﬁomic Recovery 1986-1990, adopted

by the OAU, and notes with satisfaction the support shown by the international
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community to the special sassion of the General Acaenbly'on the critical economic
sitvation in Africa.. It also expresses its continuing concern at the grave
situation of the refugees in Africa and emphasizes the urgent need for increased
international assistance to the countries of asylum,

In the operative section, the General Assembly takes note of the report of the
Secretary-General on co~operation between the United Nations and the OAD and
congratulates the Secretary-General on the efforts to strengthen that
co-operation., Xt reaffirms the O:ganiz;tion's determination to co-operate closely
with the OAU towards the establishment of the new international economic order, and
welcomes the efforts of the OAU to prcmote multilateral cﬁ-operation among African
countries.

The General Assembiy calls upon Member States and reégional and international
organizations, to implement fully ite resolution S-13/2, adopted at the special
session on the critical economic situation in Africa, and to give their maximum
support tc Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery 1986-1990. In this
context it reauest¢s the Secretary-General to ensure that the agencies'of the United
Nations system give the widest possible publicity to all matters relating to the
social and economic development of Africa.

The General Assembly expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for
the timely initiative he had taken to alert the international community to the
critical economic situation in Africa, and to United Nations agencies for providing
emergency assistance to the African States that needed it.

The General Assembly also requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary
measures to strengthen co-cperation with the OAU in qll fields, especially with
regard to the victims of colonialism and apartheid in southern Africa, and urge.s
the specialized agencies of the United Nations to continue their assistance to the

liberation movements recognized by the OAU. It also requests such United Nations
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organs as the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Committee of
24, the special Committee against Apartheid, and the Council for Namibia to
continue to associate the OAU with all duestions concerning Africa.

Finally, the General Asszembly requests the Secretary-General to report to the
forty-second session on the implementation of this resolution and on the
development of co~operation between the two Organizations.

We are sure that, as with similaz draft resolutions in the past, the General
Assembly will adopt draft resolution A/4l/L.7 by consensus.

Mr. MARSIMOV (Byelcrussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation
from Russian): I have the honour to address the General Assermbly on this agenda
item as Chairman of the Group of Eastern European States.

The peoples.of the whole world, including of course the peoples of the African
continent, are now confronted with the following major tasks: removing the threat
of nuclear war, preventing the spread of the arms race to outer space and
establishing equal security for all States. The joint efforts of the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) must alsoc be directed to
promoting the fullest possible extent the elimination of racism and apartheid from
the African continent and the eradication of the vestiges of colonialism and the
policy of neo-colonialism, as well as to strengthening the national sovereignty and
economic security of States.

The struggle towards these noble ends is the principal basis of the expanding
co-operation between the United Nations and the ORU., The activities of the OAU, as
the recognized spokesman for the interests of the peoples of Africa for the more
than 20 years of its existence, have been an important factor in the struggle to
improve the situation in Africa and eliminate focal points of colonialism and
racism, and for the economic decolonization of the continent. An important

contribution to those activities was made at the twenty-second ordinary session of
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-

the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity
this summer. A

The forces of aggression, taking;advantage%of the difficulties being
experienced by the African copntries, including their difficult economic situation,
have used all possibie means against the African peoples, ranging from political
and economic pressure to acts of sta;e terforism and outright a:med_agg;ession, as,

for example, has happened with regard to Angola and the other front-line States.
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aAl)l of this is being dore in order to prevent them from buiiding a new life,
in order to deny the peoples the historic gains which they have achieved, in order
to hinder the elimination of the tégimé of apartheid which could not exist at all
without the support of the United States and other Western countries. In these
conditicns, there is a need for even closer co-operation between the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity. Omnly a short while ago, at the
International Conference on Sanctions against the Racist Régime of Pretoria, the
special session of the United Nations General Assembly to consider the critical
economic situation in Africa, the International Conference on Namibia and the
special session of the General Assembly on that same quesgion, important decisions
were adopted which are in keeping with the fundamental interests of the African
States and peoples,

Close co-operation betweer: the United Nations and the Organization of African
Unity iz a pledge of the implementation of those decisions. 1In present conditions,
the solution of the vital problems of the African continent, including its ecornomic
development, is inseparable from the struggle for disarmament and the strengthening
Bf the security of peoples. 1In this regard, success in the activity of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU}) would be enhanced by the implementation of the
proposal made by the socialist countries at this session of the General Assembly
for the establishment of a comprehensive system of international peace and
security, encompassing the military, political, economic and humanitarian spheres
of relations between States, This can be seen from the report of the
Secretary-General on this agenda item in document A/41/542.

The different organizations of the United Nations system maintain permanent
contacts with the OAU, in particular the participation of the Secretary-Ceneral of
the United Nations and his representatives at meetinge of the Heads of State and

Government of member States of the OAU and also in the work of the exceedingly
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important conferences, sessions and meetings of the General Assembly of the United

Nations, the Security Council and other bodies at which the most pressing problems

of the African continent are discussed, -enabling the Urited Nations to take account
in its activities of the pressing political, economic and human’tarian needs of the
countries of Africa.

The socialist countries have a very high opinion of the work of the OAU and
the active efforts of the member States of that Organization to strengthen the
political independence and economic autonomy of tﬁe ;ountties and peoples, and
their struggle against imperialism, colonialism and racism, their struggle for
peace and international security, not just in the African continent but indeed in
the whole world. The socialist States will continue to build their relations with
the African countries on the basis of equality of rights and strict respect for
their sovereignty and national interests.

In resolutions of the General Assembly adopted previously on this agenda item,
the importance.of constant close participation of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies in efforts of the OAU to promote socio-econnmic development
and strengthen co-operation among the African countries is recoynized, together
with the need for joint efforts to establish a new international economic order,
The delegations of the socialist countries, as iz well known, have supported such
resolutions ‘in the past and will support the draft resolution now proposed in
document A/41/L.7, which was submitted today by the representative of Benin.

The unity of the Afzican countries is an effective political tool in efforts
to :esoive problems facing the African continent. That is precisely why efforts
are being made by the forces of neo-colonialism and racism o bring about the
collapse of that unity and to cause schisms among the African countries, to split

them into contending groups, thereby weakening the efforts of the African peoples
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in order to resolve the pressing political, economic and social problems of
Africa. The socialist countries are deeply convinced that the present situation
nost emphatically demands the further intensification of the efforts of the OAU,
the United Nations and all peace-loving forces, the strengthening of their mutual
efforts in their common struggle for peace, economic and social progress. There is
a need for a further intensification of co-operation between the United Nations and
the OAU in the implementation of the purposes and principles of the Charter, the
strengthening of international peace and security, dizarmament and the eradication
of racism and colonialism, in all their forms and manifestations. We are convinced
that the OAU will prove able to make full use of its acclaimed authority in the
international arena for the attainment of those noble goals.
Mr. BIRCH (United Kingdom): Before I make my statement on behalf of the

European Community, I should just like to make a national comment. We are here
today to discuss the very important subject of co-operation between the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity {OAU). There were moments during the
last speech when I wondered whether I had come to the wrong meeting. I think it is
very sad that in a debate on this important subject we have to hear introduced
remarks about the comprehensive ~ystem of international security, the military use
of space, neo-colonialism and a number of other propéganda pronouncements.

I shall now speak on behalf of the European Community and its 12 member States.

The Twelve are pleased to speak once again in the debate on co-operation
between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The
inclusion of this item on the agenda of the General Assembly gives us the
opportunity to reaffirm the importance which we attach to the relationship between
the two Organizations. As the Secretary-General's report demonstrates, the links

between them have intensified over the years, particularly in the economic and
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social fields, I do not propose to touch on those activities in detail today,
since our position on them -was set out in depth during the debate on the critical
economic situation in Africa which has just concluded. The OAU of course plaved
key part in ehe;p:epargtions for the apeciai~sesaion on that subject which took

place earlier this year.



EH/dw T a/ai/ev.as
16

(Me. Birch, United Kingdom)

The Twelve believe that the Organization of African Unity has an important
role to play in consolidating the national independence cf its members, both
politically and economically. We ourselves have practical experience of regional
co-operation and of the very great benefits it can bring. Where there are
conflicts we believe that the countries most directly concerned should be
encouraged to find solutions to those conflicts. This applies whether the problems
are political, economic, social or environmental. African problems are best
settled by African solutions. We are pleased to note the work of the OAU in a
number of such difficult areas.

We particularly welcome the close co-cperation between the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and the current Chairman of the ORU over Western Sahara. In
general the OAU has an important role to play in ensuring that African pecples are
able frzely to determine their own future without outside interference. The Twelve
believe that the way in which African countries are working together to deal with
the serious and complex problems of the continent deserves the support of the
United Nations,

The close historical and geographical links between European countries and
Africa give that continent a special place in our considerations. In spite of its
vast potential resocurces, Africa still contains more than half the world‘'sg
economically least developed countries. We wish to co-operate to the fullest
extent possible with all African countriess, particularly in finding ways to cope
with their present economic and social problems. 1In recent years the European
Community and its member States have contributed almost 50 per cent of the total
aid received by African countries. We played our full part in the discussion at
the United Nations speclal session on the critical economic situation in Africa

earlier this year. The Programme of Action adopted by the special session shows
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that all concerned are determined to tackle the problem of long-term development in
Africa. African countries face particular difficulties and need additional
external resources. At the special session the international community committed
itself to making every effort to provide this support. We fully associate
ourselves with that decision.

We intend to use our commitment to Africa in all these different areas to
safeguard the stability of the cnntinent and to broaden our co-operation both with
African Governments themselves and with regional organizatiors and the Organization
of African Unity.

We are convinced that the OAU will continue to play an important role in
African and world affairs, consistent with the principles guiding the United
Nations and in pursuit of the gocals of that Organization. The OAU's influence is
not‘only to be seen in issues directly affecting Africa; it extends to all areas of
international life. We are confident that the close ties of friendship and
co-operation which exist between the Twelve and all members of the Organization of
African Unity will be even further strengthened in the years ahead.

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution

A/41/L.7.

If ¥ hear no objection, I shall take it that the Assembly adopts draft

resolution A/41/L.7.

Draft resolution A/41/L.7 was adopted (resolution 41/8).

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic, who wishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply.
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Mr, MAKSIMOV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian): In connection with the remarks of the representative of the United
Kingdom, I regret that he is unwilling to give an opportunity to the African
countries, in co~operation with the United Nations, to assure themselves of equal
Security, so that through joint efforts with the United Naticns they may eliminate
policies of racism, colonialism and neo-colonialism and help to prevent a nuclear
war,

The only positive element in what the representative of the United Ringdom
said was that he was speaking only on behalf of the United RKingdom at that point.

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly has concluded its consideration of

agenda item 27.
AGENDA ITEM 21
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE
(a) REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL (A/41/586 and Add.l, A/41/628 and Corr.l and
Add.l and add.l/Corr.l)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/41/L.9, A/41/L.10)
{c) AMENDMENTS (A/41/L.13)

The PRESfDENT: I should like to propose that the list of speakers in the

debate on this item be closed today at 5 p.m.
If I hear no objection, it will he so decided.

It was so decided.
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The PRESIDENT: I ask representatives wishing to participate in the

débate to inscribe themselves as soon as possible.
The first speaker is the representative of Costa Rica.

Mrs, CASTRO de BARISH (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): It is

indeed an honour for me and a cause of special satisfaction to be opening the
consideration of the item entitled “"International Year of Peace®™ and the
implementation of the corresponding programme since tomorrow we shall be
commemorating éhe first anniversary of the Genetalinssembly's fofmal proclamation
by resolution 40/3, of 24 October 1985, of 1986 as the International Year of
Peace. That was a highly significant event, which highlighted the celebration of

the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations.
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My delegation has listened witl? great interest and satisfaction, during the
general debate at this seséicn, to the eloguent and impressive statements of those
who spoke on the International Year of Peace. The response to General ZAssenbly
resolution 40/10 of 11 November 1985 on the Programme for the year exceeded all
expectations. It is encouraging to note how many replies there have been from
Governments and their high quality; these have been published in the
Secretary~General's reports on the activities under the programmes of the various
countr ies, the activities of the United Nations system, and those of
non-governmental organizations, all of wiich shows the interest aroused by the
proclamation of the International Year of Peace.

Various academic institutions and bodies have also responded, including the
University for Peace, whose headguarters are in my country, and which has sponsored
important activities and programmes on the item. Such eminent personalities as
His Holiness John Paul II have also contributed, and he issued an ecumenical call
to observe a day of prayer for peace, which will be held in the city of Assisi on
the 27th of this month on the feast of St. Prancis of assisi. His Holiness has
urged all political leaders and parties in conflict in the world to observe, at
least during 27 October, a complete armistice. He said:

"Our common prayer for a peaceful future for mankind will be all the more

fruitful if those who are today waging war would decide to join actively in

this celebraticn, 1If the political and military leaders of nations and groups
in armed conflict could, as a significant gesture, support the prayers of
almost all religious forces in the world, they would be recognizing that for

them, too, violence does not have the last word in the relations among

individuals and nations."
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We havé been eloguently reminded that the General Assembly, in proclaiming the
Year of Peace, called upon the peoples of the world to join the United Nations in
carrying out specific activities and plans to help to safeguard the peace and the
future of mankind through continuous and positive action by Member States, by
peoples, and by individual men and women, in order to prevent war, eliminate
threats to peace, settling disputes by peaceful means and promoting human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all without excep;tion in every corner of the globe.

At the international level the United Nations has undertaken and is still
undertaking, sven after 40 years of action, intens;ive efforts to promote peace by
trying to reduce the ambitions, prejudicing passions and fanaticism which make war
appear as inevitable, acceptable or justified,

The world Organization has striven to do all it could to prevent conflicts,
ideological and religious differences, and the lacunae in international law, which
can always be improved upon. Perhaps we have not achieved everything that we would
have liked to achieve or could have achieved, with the co-operation and full
political will of Member States, but even so the United Nations has brought to
international relations some additional measure of justice, order and tolerance.

It has tried, and at times has succeeded, in resolving the conflicts that break out
despite its efforts to prevent them, sometimes by arranging a cease-fire and
ensuring that it is observed by means of peace-keeping operations, and promoting
settlements by negotiation. In many fields of activity, not only the United
Nations, but the entire United Nations system has acted together to achieve those
noble aims.

The International Year of Peace has made a great contribution to making
individuals, Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
educational bodies and institutions for peace studies and research more aware of

the potential of the United Mations as an instrument to promote peace. It has been
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like a rediscovery of the possibi].i;:ias for the world Organization to achieve one
of its primary goals. The International Year of Peace has given valuable momentum
to the chamnelling of international co-operation tpwa:ds those ends.

Costa Rica has wanted to give proof of its commitment to the International
Year of Peace. My country's participation in this celebration has involved all
sectors of our prople. These activities began on 1 January 1986 with a Te Deum at
the metropolitan Cathedral with the attendance of the President of the Republic,
members of the Cabinet and of the other two branches, that is, the legislative and
judicial powers, headed by their respective presidents, the diplomatic corps in
Costa Rica and representatives from academic institutions and universities, and all
Costa Ricans or regsidents of the country who wished to join in this ecumenical
act. 1In the programme for the Year we have had the participation of the
governmental, municipal, university, intellectual, academic and private sectars
which have arranged a great variety of important activities. But there was a
special emphasis on the participation of young people, including school-age
children, beginning with the third grade of primary school, both in the capital and
in the provinces ar!d rural communities.

On the basis of that representation, I now come here to call for the support
of all delegations in promoting the aims of the International Year of Peace, which
is now drawing to a close. The programme includes some valuable proposals for
carrying on with the arduous task of seeking the peace we all desire, a peace not
confined to the absence of war or to disarmament, but a peace involving enduring
coexistence among all human beings, an act of ;:onviction, the fruit of the human

person's development; this is what will bring about peace among peoples,

Governments and nations.
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I mali ask to speak again later to introduice the draft resclution contained
in document §/4VL.9, which we have prepared with the co-operation of delegaticns:
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, Coluubia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cdte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, BEcuador, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Malta, Morocco, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Samoa, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Thailand,
Togo, Uruguay, Venezuela, and more recently A\;strqlia, Belize, Canada, Nepal,

New Z2aland, the Philippines and Singapore.
It i; our hope that the draft we shall introduce tomorrow will be generally

supported so that we may adopt it without a vote.
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Mr. RULMIIEC {Czechoslovakia) (interpretation from Russian): At its

fortieth anniversary session, the General Asserbly solemnly proclaimed 1986 as the
International Year of Peace. Its theme -~ the cal; for joint efforts to safeguard

the peace and the future of humanity - has become the central requirement of our

age.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has placed questions involving the
protection of peace at the forefront of its foreign policy, since it realizes that,
for its people, peace has the highest priority and is a vitally important
question. That is why we welcomed and supported the adoption of General Assernbly
resolution 40/10 of 11 November 1985, dealing with the programme of the
International Year of Peace.

By a decision of the Czechoslovak Government of 13 June last year, a
Commission was established to deal with the observance in Czechoslovakia of the
Year of the United Nations and t:hg International Year of Peace. The Chairman of
the Commission was the Foreign Minister of Czechoslovakia, It was given the task
of promoting the implementation of the goals of the International Year of Peace in
my country, by, inter alia, acyuainting the broadest circles cf Czechoslovak public
opinion with the important role of the United Nations as a collective instrument
for safequarding peace and. security throughout the world. The members of the
commission included representatives of various spheres of political and public life
in my country, persons who work actively to disseminate the vitally important
peacaful initiatives de;igned primarily to eliminate the threat of nuclear war,
prevent the militarization of space, achieve ;:;rogress in the field of disarmament
and strengthen trust among States.

It is a fact that the present rapid development of science and technology has
led to an entirely new situation. A new spiral in the arms race can have a

decisive impact, leading to a severe deterioration of the situation. It is
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essential that the International Year of Peace serve as an impetus to a new phase,
in which there will be a genuine peace-loving policy among all countries Members of
the United Nations, indeed among all States of the world, regardless of their
social structures. Observance of the International Year of Peace should also help
to ensure that, together and unrelentingly, we reflect on the state of efforts to
solve the principal prablems affecting peace, in order to ensure the unswerving
mobilization of the activities of States and broad circles of public opinion in
order jointly to prevent the threat of nuclear war and a new spiral of the arms
race, and thereby ensuring for the present and future generations durable peace,
security and stability, and development of mutually advantageous co-operation in
all spheres.

The arms race has a clearly negative impacti on the economic and social
development of States and impedes the solution of all global problems. Any
objective scientific analysis confirms that as the arms race continues, radically

éﬁ:ew types of weapons make their appearance; the strategic balance is upset; and
decisions adopted depend to an increasing extent on computer technology. As a
result, there is far less time to rectify errors.

The real facts of today require that we promptly seek a way out of this
dangerous situation that has arisen. The basis exists to move ahead in that
direction; hence the need for unswerving compliance with international agreements
and treaties - primarily those between the Soviet Union and the United States
dealing with the limitation of anti-missile defence systems, SALT-II, the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, the prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests in
the three environments, and so on.

Czechoslovakia is anxious to ensure that international agreements are not
undermined but, rather, are strengthened and that new, effective agreements are

concluded- that would block the path to a further escalation of the arms race.
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We are convinced that all the peoples want to live in peace. For that reason,
their Governments must show the political courage and the political will to put an
end to the continuing dangerous process of the arms race and to proceed to
disarmameni,. The Intetnational' Year of Peace has opened up a unique opportunity to
do that. Truly radical measures to achieve that goal can be found cnly through the
joint efforts of the Governments of Member States as well as the efforts of the
United Nations itself and non-governmental o:gmizations.

Socialism has made and continues to exaen;. the maximum effort to achieve a
break through in this respsct. It has been obliged, however, to react to the
challenge of imperialism. ;t has shown determination and the ability to
neutralize, in a timely and effective way, any attempts by the United States and
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to achieve military superiority. The
military and strategic balance has been preserved. None the less, its level is
constantly rising. That is an exceedingly alarming state of affairs.

The Soviet Union has proceeded to implement steps that are a proper response
to the new situation that has arisen. 1In the past, it had assumed the ocbligation
not to make the first use of nuclear weapons, as well as the obligation not to send
anti-satellite systems into space so long as other countries did not do so. At the
Twenty-Seventh Congress of the Soviet Communist PatQ, the Soviet Union put forward
a comprehensive system of international security. Within the framework of that
system there is, in particulaz, a programme for general security through
disarmament, proposed by Mikhail Gorbachev on 15 January this year. Its basis is a
highly realistic programme for the phased elimination of nuclear weapons,
accompanied by.a ban on space strike weapons. Moreover, the Soviet Union has
declared a moratorium on the further deployment of medium-range nuclear missiles in

Europe.
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It has 2everal times extended its wunilateral moratorium on nuclear tests in all
environments. The obligation assumed by the Soviet Uniop over a year ago has been
strictly respected since that time and in accordance with that obligation the
Soviet Union will not conduct nuclear tests until 1 January 1987. That decision by
the Soviet Union is a far-reaching and important step which gives the world yet
another chance to eliminate the serious threat to human civilization posed by the
relentlessly increasing nuclear arsenals. 1In this way, the Soviet Union has again
demonstrated that the maintenance of peace and th'e elimination of the military
threat are the fundamental principles of its foreign policy.

In the most important issues of the struggle for peace and the prevention of
the spread of the arms race from Earth into space we find that there are common
approaches with the developing arnd non-aligned States and é\lso with certain Western
countries.

The joint Czechoslovak Commission for the United Nations Year and the
International. Year of Peace regards the compliance with General Assembly resolution
40/87 pertaining to the prevention of an arms race in outer space as extremely
impor tant.

In - the present complex international climate we also attach great importance
to wide dissemination of the content of the appeal by the States parties to the
Warsaw Treaty (rganization to the States members of the North Atlantic Treaty
Oorganization and to all Eurcpean countries for a programme for the reduction of
armed_forces and conventional armaments in Europe, which was adopted at the meeting
of the Political Consultative Committee of the States parties to the Warsaw Treaty
in Budapest in June of this year. This new initiative of the socialist States,
together with a programme for the elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons

of mass destructicn proposed by Mikhail Sergeiyvich Gorbachev at the beginning
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of this yéar, is convincing proof that the socialist States are fully prepared to
condﬁct négotiagiops on the reduction of any'type of armaments and to do so on the
basis of the principle of equality and identical security. By their readiness to
conduct negotiations on the proposals which have been made, both as a group and
individually, they have demonstrated to the whole world that it is fully pessibie
to prevent the threat of a nuclear disaster and assure a stable, lasting peace,

What has already been done and what remains to be done by the Czechoslovak
Commission for the United Nations Year and the In_ernational Year of Peace has been
reported to the Secretary-General by its Chairman, Mr. Buhuslav Chnoupek, the
Minister for Poreign Affairs of my country, in his letter of 28 March of this year,
which has been distributed as document A/41/283.

In this connection, I must emphasize that it is our basic belief that the
struggle for peace is indissolubly and dialectically linked with the work of the
United Nations as & collective instrument of mankind to find ways to bring about
comprehensive, stable peace. We fully support United Nations efforts to strengthen
international security and solve‘the unresolved problems of mankind.

The Czechoglovak peace movement has given the idea of the International Year
of Peace concrete substance., Everywhere in our country, practically every week,
events have been held in support of the purposes of éhe United Nations connected
with the International Year of Peace; there have been seminars, exhibitions and
rallies proclaiming the étiumph of peace and friendship. Events have been
organized by the component parts of the National Front of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, which combines all political parties and civic organizations of
cur country.,

I am convinced that the necessary conditions and possibilities exist for us to

bring about the essential breakthrough in European and world affairs.
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Czechoslovakia will spare no effort to ensure that the fullest use is made of all
of these possibilities,” All our foreign policy activities »ill be directed towards
that end and we shall make use of ail .opportunities in both bilateral and
multilateral forums, primarily the United Nations, which we consider to be an
irreplaceable instrume;\t for the solution of the glchal problems affecting mankind.

it is our belief that today this unigue universal forum is required to play a
decisive role, primarily in the generation of a new type of political thinking in
keeping with the realities of the space and nuclear age. This underlying necessity
accounts for the submizsion to this session of the General Assenbly by the
socialist countries of a joint proposal concerning the establishment of a
canprehensive system of international peace and security such as would ensure a
safe future for the whole of mankind, just conditions of peace and justice for all
peoples of the world and the development of wid .+ jing, peaceful international
co-operation.

Mr. RANA (Nepal): Even a cursory sw;y of the present-day international
si.tuat:ipn brix;gs to mind the frequently-guoted Jtatement of the late
Secretary-~General Dag Harmarskjold that the greatest prayer of mankind today is not
for victory but for peace. If the quest for peace led to the birth of the United
Nations, the commitment to peace has been the source and support of its continued
existence. With some notable exceptions, peace, however, st:i.ll continues to elude
the international community. The observance of the International Year of Peace
1986, in response to a call by the fortieth session of the General Assembly, must
therefore be seen as yet another effort to enhance international awareness
concerning, and the environment for, peace. It would be naive to expect th:-’:t peace
will flourish all over the world as a result of the observance of the International

Year of Peace. It has, however, helped in generating a mach better appreciation of
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the very important fact that peace :is-not merely the .absence of war, thaf. it must
be rurtured continuously and@ that its.relationship to such key issues as
disarmament'anc‘; arms contfol, economic and .social development, decolonization,
human rights, racial equality, disaster relief and the protection of. the

environment must be clearly understood by all, and especially by today's youth.

+
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On the basis of those criteria and, as the report of the Secretary-General
(A/41/586) makes clear, it appears that implementation of the Programme of the
International Year of Peace has been both memorable and successful, As that report
bears ocut, the Year hag focused timely attention on the rolé' of the United Nations
in the promotion and maintenance of peace as well as on issues of internatiocnal
security and conflict resolution in a variety of ways and means around the globe.

I should now like to call attention briefly to some of the highlights of the
implementation of the International Year of Peace, 1986, in Nepal. 1In keeping with
the relevant General Assenbly resolution, a number of special activities have been,
or are being, held. These have been designed to encourage practical efforts on
behalf of peace by providing a variety of opportunities for giving expression to
serious reflection on the multifaceted dimensions and imperatives of peace. A
National Co-~ordinating Committee was set up, under the chairmanship of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, to plan the observation of the International Year of Peace in
a manner befit;ting its lofty objectives. Among the activities that have already
taken place are policy statements relating to the I;-ntetnational Year of Peace by
the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister and the wide dissemination of the
statements through radio and television broadcasts and by the print media. A
special postage stamp commemorating the Year was issuved on International Peace Day,
16 Sseptember. Similarly, a special commemorative coin is to be issued tomorrow, on
United Nations Day, 24 October. Symposiums, seminars, essay and logo-design
competitions related to the theme of the International Year of Peace have also been
organized with success. 1 must mention Nepal's keenly awaited participation in the
First Earth Run, which among other things, will be highlighted by the igniting of
an eternal peace flame from the First Earth Run peace torqh at Lumbini, the

birthplace of Lord Buddha, the Prince of Peace. Similarly, I wish to recall that a
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peace torch lit by His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev in August 1986 was
carried by an international expedition to Mount Everest, the highest point on
earth, and is expected, in a few days' time to be united with the First Earth Run
flame, which began its long journey round thz world right here from the rose garden
of the tnited Nations.

I feel that a mere listing of some of the main activities relating to the
observance of the International Year of Peace in Nepal may not be sufficient to
underline my country's deep commitment and contr ibutions to the cause of peacs. I
will therefore avail myself of this opportunity to express my satisfaction that one
of the achievements of the International Year of Peace activities, world wide, is
the enhanced awareness of the intimate relationchip between peace and development.
This is a nexus that lies at the very heart of our proposal that Nepal be declared
a zone of peace. Similarly, in a year that has seen little peace in West Asia,
Nepal is honoured to have contributed, hawever modestly, to the prevention of a
major Acab-Israeli conflict in Lebanon, through participation in United Nations
peace-keeping operations,

We are aware, however, that working for peace is a continuous process., Hence,
we welcome the Secretary-General's decision to establish a Panel of Experts on
Preparation of Life in Peace to identify continuing.activities relevant to the
promotion of peace. Nepal, for its part, stands ready, as usual, to co-operate
with that or any other body in the promotion of peace. It is therefore pleased to
be a sponsor of draft resolution A/41/L.9 on the International Year of Peace.

In conclusion, my delegation proposes that the United Rations consider
instituting an annual peace medal to be awarded to deserving individuals and
institutions, including those outside government, for their contributions to the
promotion of peace. In our view, it would be a concrete ocutcome and a visible

annual reminder of our cbservance of the International Year of Peace.
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Miss ABRAHAMS VEITIA (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): X should

like first, on behalf of the Government of Venezuela, to congratulate our sister
Republic of Costa Rica, a coumtry well known for democracy, for having taken the
initiative of introducing the item on the International Year of Peace for
consideration at plenary meetings of the General Assenbly.

The examination of this question has ‘led to an exchange oé ideas among Members
of the Organization and has increased the international community‘®s awareness -of
the need to attain and maintain peace. I should iike to point out that Venezuela
is doubly pleased at the Costa Rican initiative, first of all because Venezuela is
also a democratic country well known for its peace-loving attitude and, secondly,
because that initiative has come from a Iatin American country.

Moreover, I should like to address this important forum on the occasion of the
ceiebration on 24 October of the International Year of Peace as proclaimed by the
General Assembly in resolution 37/16 dated 16 November 1982, 1In that resolution
the Assembly invited all Member States, all orgmiza_tions in the United Nations
system, interested non-governmental organizations, educational, scientific,
cultural and research institutions as well as the news media to co-operate with the
Secretary-General in the attainment of the cbjectives of the Year. That resolution
also called upon the Secretary-General to ensure that the proclamation should be
publicized as much as possible.

Also at its fortieth session the General Assembly, in its resolution 40/10,
requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its present session on the
implementation of the programme of the International Year of Peace. That request
was also included in the resolution relating to the Declaration on the Right of
Peoples tc Peace, which was issued at the same time as resolution 40/1l, dated

11 November 1985.
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On 1 January 1986 the Secretary-General sent a New Year's message to the
Organization in which he stated the following:

"Today marks the bheginning not oﬁly of a New Year but also of a very special

year: the International Year of Peace. This year offers to Member States,

non—éovetnmental organizations, academic institutions and other sectors a

unigue opportunity to deal fully with the problems and prospects of peace.”
The Secretary~General added:

"The International Year of Peace can constitute a very valuable framework for

the purpose of encouraging investigations leadiné to the necessary conclusions

on reducing the probability of war."

Furthermore, the Sécretary-General, on his election by acclamation for a new
term, made a number of étatements before ... » General Assembly, among which I should
like to emphasize the following:

"There are new opportunities to reduce substantially the nuclear threat,
to co-operate in overcoming the deadly dangers posed by terrorism and illegal
drug traffic, to renew productive international dialogue on issues of great
significance to all countries, and to strengthen this Organization soc that it

can make its full contribution to a peaceful world." (A/41/PV.33, p. 12)

During the commemmoration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
the President of Venezuela, Mr. Jaime Lusinchi, speaking before the Assembly,
stated the following:

"Venezuela comes to this session of the General Assembly with a
strengthened determination to achieve peace, justice and understanding among
the peoples of the world; with the same determination with which, together
with 50 other countries, it signed the San Francisco Charter, in circumstances

unprecedented in the history of the world." (A/40/PV.1l4, p. 3)
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The President went on to say that Venezuela was committed to peace in Latin America
and throughcut the world, along with the promotion of democracy, freedom,
well-being and the defence of human rights.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of my country, Mr. Simon Alberto Consalvi, in
a statement to the Assembly on 27 September of this year, stated:

"We are speaking of a peace based on the principles of a deeply
humanistic ethie, on the values of tolerancé, dialogue and international
co-operation. This is how we see éhe mission of the United Nations - as an
effort that is for ever renewed to give peace the support of ethical values,
of agreements freely entered into, which will make it possible to coexist free

from hegemony. We do not believe that to be an illusion.” (A/41/PV.1l4, p. 47)

At the conclusion of his statement the Foreign Minister stated:

"Tn this International Year of Peace, we reaffirm our confidence in a
more promising future for all the peoples of the world. We shall not falter
in our efforts, as a country which yearns for peace and development and is
struggling to achieve them." (p. 58).

In those statements are clearly defined the principles of our foreign policy
in regard to the attainment and maintenance of peace. We believe that peace has
always been and continues to be the supreme goal of mankind. It is an aspiration
as o0ld as mankind itself. As a democratic country, Venezuela considers dialogue to
be the best means for the attainment of peace. Peace is dialogue. Thus in order
to attain peace it is essential to create the necessary conditions for dialogue.
There will be peace when every human being is prepared to share and understand.
Bringing about conditions for peace means educating for solidarity. The rest will

follow automatically.
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Now I should like to refer to the programme developed by the National
Co-ordination Committee for the Internationaleear of Peace established in
Venezuela in response to the invitation by the United Nations in document A/41/583,
concerning agenda item 21. That Committee was established by the President of the
Republic of Venezuela by Decree No. 966, dated 8 January 1986. Its members are the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who presides over it, the Ministers of Education and
Youth, the Minister of State for Culture, the President of the National Academy of
Political and Social Sciences, the President of the Autonomous Institute of the
National Library and Library Services, the head of the.Central Information Office
and the President of the Latin American Foundation for Human Rights and Social
Development (FUNDALATIN{. The Committee is responsible for formulating,
co-ordinating and developing activities in Venezuela in connection with the
International Year of Peace.

Among the programme's objectives are the stimulation of action by educational,
cultural and academic institutions and the communications media in the promotion of
peace, international security and co-operation on the basis of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the Organization. Moreover, this programme is
intended to increase the flow of information to the Venezuelan pecple concerning
United Nations activities in this field and the Organization's support for these
activities,

The various inter-institutional activities under the national co-ordination
programme for the International Year of Peace include provision in scholastic
programmes, in both basic and specialized courses and on a continuing and specific
basis, of instruction on the purposes of the United Nations with regard to peace
and international co-operation. The establishment of the National Family Council

for Peace is among the activities of the Ministry of Youth.
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As far as the Foreign Ministry is concerned, its participation in the
programme includes the following activiﬁsiesz first, an information campaign on the
struggle against apartheid; secondly, an invitation to Mrs. Winnie Mandela and/or
Bishop Tutu to come to Venezuela; thirdly, the publication of a special edition of
the journal Analysis of the Institute for Foreign Affairs contain}ng documents
emanating from the Contadora Group; and, fourthly, ensuring that the lectures to be
given at the Institute for Foreign Affairs fall within the context of the
International Year of Peace.

We should also mentiorn the activities in conneétion with the dissemination of
information being carried out by the Central Information Office through State radio
and television and the press.

I should like now to refer briefly to the report of the Secretary-General in
document A/41/586 and Add.l, the purpose of which is to inform Member States about
the measures adopted by the Secretary-General, subsidiary organs and agencies of
the United Mations system, Governments and non-governmental organizations. This
document also contains information concerning the activities carried cut in the
fields of science, the fine arts and the information media.

It is important to note the efforts made by the Secretariat and United Nations
agencies towards the attainment of the objectives set forth for the commemoration
of the International Year of Peace. The Secretary-General has repeatedly referred
to the International Year of Peace in his statements in various international
forums, among which we might mention the seminar held in Rome on 4 and 5 July of
this year. The purpose of that consultative meeting was to exchange information on
the activities of national commissions and consider the preparation of the

Secretary-Gencral's report to be introduced during the debate on the agenda item
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on the Inté?national Year of Peace, whiéh is now undeitway.i Venezuela was among
the 44 Membér States that participated in that seminar;

Furthermore, the Secretary-General's repStt mentions as a significant fact
that, despite the seériocus financial limitations faced by the Organization at
present, the co-operation previously established with the Secretariat has
continued. He also mentions as an important point the holding of conferences by
the Department of Paliticai and Security Council Affairs and the activities of,
among others, the United Nations Information Centres and the offices of the United
Nations Development Programme and the United Nations éhild:en's Fund, which have
actively promoted observance of the International’ Year of Peace.

We are pleased to ﬁote that, while the Year iz to be formally commemorated
tomorrow, meetings will continue to be held on this subject at Headguarters in New
York and Geneva. We consider that the activities relating to the International
Year of Peace should go beyond the Year itself and as far as possible become part
of the medium-term and long-term national plans of countries, thus giving the

importance they merit to the promotion, attainment and maintenance of peace.
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My delegation considers it relevant to note that the Security Council of which
my country is currently a member held 2 meeting on i7 January 1986 at which- the
President of the Council issued a declaration (S/17745) in which the members
reaffirmed their commitment to the United Nations Charter, which conferred on the
Council the primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security, and affirmed that the inauguration of the International Year of Peace
provided an added impetus for the members of the.COuncil to enhance the
effectiveness of the Security Council iﬁ discharging its principal role of
maintaining international peace and security. We view with ecual satisfaction the
resolutions of the Economic and Social Council adopted in May 1988, as was a
Declaration from the information Committee in the same year. We should like to
point out that all resolutions, decisions and statements relating to the
International Year of Peace have been adopted by consensus as indesd they should
have been, We hope that the matters raised in the above-mentioned documents will
be dealt with successfully and contribute to achieving the aims of the Year, thus
realizing the aspirations of the international community.

The delegation of Venezuela views with concern that, according to the
Secretary-General's report, as of 10 September, only 55 States, approximately one
third of the membership of the Organization, have replied to the note verbale of
tﬁe Secretary-General requesting information on national programmes., At this time
we should like to call upon all delegations to increase their co-operation with the
Secretariat to this end. We feel that the support they may lend will be extremely
useful in implementing international co-operation plans aimed at achieving and
maintaining peace. Furthermore, support by States of their respective national

programmes will create a universal sense of awareness, thus encouraging them
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to change their attitude to enable peace to be understood as a value of our
contemporary'society and a legacy fof future generations. It is also of concern to
my country that, according to the'Secfetary—Genetql's report, only 61 Governments -
that is, 38 per cent ~' informed him about the establishment of national
co~ordinating committees in their countries.

In cenclusion, Venezuela pledges to continue to work, as it has done in the
past to consolidate peace in the world, and we will therefore co-sponsor draft
resolution 4/41/L.9.

Mr. FLORIN (German Democratic Republic) (1n£erpzet§tion from Russian):
The German Democratic Republic and its citizens welcomed the decision of the United
Nations to proglaim 1986 "International Year of Peace". ™he Year is to be an
occasion for the mobilization of millions of people in support of international
security and lasting peace, and an appeal to political leaders to act accordingly.

It will be recalled that the German Democratic Republic, like the United
Nations, emerged from the struggle of peoples against fascism and war. Never again
must war start from German soil; peace alone must forever come from its territory.
This is the aim and the essence of the policy of my country. Our peace policy
derives from the character of the socialist system of society, wherein the foremost
concern is the well-being of the working people.

" It is no exaggeration for us to say that everyone in the German Democratic
Republic belongs to an alliance of peace and life encompassing all countries and
continents, all social classes and strata, all ideological and political currents,
all generations, both men and women, an irresistibly growing world-wide coalition

of political realism and human reason.
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Mankind is going through a new stage in its development, characterized by

extreme responsibility and complexity. It is.facing, as the letter of

5 August 1986 of the Foreign Ministers of the socialist countries to the United
Nations Secretary-General says, an historic opportunity "either to allow the
descent along the path of confrontation and the arms race towards the abyss of
nuclear self-destruction to continue, or to adiust its thinking and actions to the
realities of the nuclear and space age and to resttﬁcture international relations
on the basis of co-operation and joint action for the preservation of peace®,

In the International Year of Peace, and conseguently in this year's General
Assembly session, many countries have responded with concrete initiatives to the
vital guestion: how to live in order to survive. May I draw your attention to the
comprehensive proposals put forward by the Soviet Union and the other socialist
States regarding the non-extension of the arms race to outer space, and disarmament
on Earth, including the programme to rid the world of nuclear weapons by the year
2000, the programme for the reduction of armed forces and conventional armaments,
and the initiative for the establishment of an all-embracing system of
international peace and security.

The Mexico declaration by six States and the political declaration of the
Non-Aligned summit at Harare contain clear statements in favour of a peaceful
future for mankind. On record are developments which are to be welcomed, such as
the repeated extensions of the Soviet Union's unilateral moratorium on nuclear
testing, the successful conclusion of the Stockholm conference, the signing of
conventions to ensure the safe development of nuclear energy, the progress in
negotiations on a chemical;weapon ban, and the results of the Second Review

Conference of the parties to the bacteriological (biological) weapons Convention.
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All these facts testify to the extremely positive role which multilateral diplomacy

can play in the evolution of new political thinking. At this point, I should like
to stress the role of the United Nations as a fotuﬁ of collective reason and of the
will of the international community, as a unique centre where an understanding can
be reached by States on joint action that will benefit all mankind. Therefore, it
is essential to strengthen the Organization in every possible way anﬁ to enhance
its international authority.

In our time, particular' importance must be attached to the far-reaching
proposals submitted by the Soviet Union at Reykjavik, which were endorsed by the
Warsaw Treaty States at .their recent meeting of Foreign Ministers in Bucharest. As
the communigué stated, these proposals, if implemented, "would make it possible to
bring about within a short time a fundamental breakthrough in international affairs
and in all spheres in the struggle for disarmament, to avert the danger of nuclear
war and to set in moticn a real movement towards a world without nuclear weapons".

It is to be regretted that these proposals were not accepted by the other side.
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In the view of the German Democratic Republic,the following should be

elements of a new way of thinking and action in the nuclear and space age:
co-operation rather than confrontation; security with each other rather than
against each other; negotiated political settlements rather than military
solutions; the preservation, strict observance and reinforcement of existing
agreements rather than their destruction; miliéaty and strategic balance at the
lowest possible level based on the principle of eauélity and eaqual security rather
than striving for military superiority. Those are the parameters for a new way of
thinking and action in the nuclear and space age.

We believe, like the overvhelming majority of States, that the immediate
cessation of preparations for "Star Wars", indeed of all activities for the
militarization of cuter space which increase the thteaé of nuclear war, and the
halting of all nuclear tests are key issues in the struggle for peace. The present
situation reauires common Sense, iesgonsibility and a constructive approach to the
crucial questions facing mankind.

In the opinion of the socialist States it is essential, first, actively to
continue the dialogue,the efforts to halt the nuclear arms race and to establish a
comprehensive system of international peace and security; secondly, to ensure that
all states, big or small and irrespective of their social system, join forces and
work with a sense of responsibility for the cessation of the arms race on earth and '
for its prevention in outer space.

Like the other Warsaw Treaty States, the German Democratic Republic is firmly
resolved to continue and intensify its policy of dialogue with other States in
order to strengghen confiéence and understanding and to arrive at concrete

agreements on auestions of disarmament and the securing of peace.
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The German Democratic Republic will support all endeavours which are designed

to ackieve as soon as possible the conclusion of an agreement eliminating Soviet
and United States medium-range missiles in Rurcpe. The German Democratic Republic
will further pursue.its constructive policy to set up a zone free of chemical
weapons in Rurope and its efforts to establish a corridor free of nuclear weapons
in Central Europe. In connection with this cuestion, I wish to refer to an
important event in recent days when an agreement was reached between the leading
party of the German Democratic Republic ~ the Socialist Unity Party of Germany -
and the Social Democratic Party in the Federal Republic of Germany on principles
for a nuclear-weapon-free corridor in Central Europe which provides for the
establishment of such a corridor along the dividing line between the countries of
the Warsaw Treaty and of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The document is
an appeal to all Governments, in Bast and West, which maintain armed forces in the
envisaged corridor to start negotiations on the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free
corridor at the earliest possible date. I wish to confirm that my country is ready
te include its whole territory in a nuclear-weapon-free zone.

On 1 September 1986 - World Peace Day - a delegation of the country's peace
movement presented to the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State, Erich
Honecker, a peace chronicle entitied "The German Democratic Republic in the
International Year of Peace®, which describes the wide-ranging activities
undertaken by millions of ocur citizens during ?he Year,

The United Nations initiative to proclaim the International Year of Peace was
warmly welcomed by many millions of people in my country, from its leadership to
all working peoples and each and every family. The Year of Peace is seen not
merely as a proclamaéion but, in fact, as an cccasion, a task and additional

encouragement tc work with even greater energy and commitment for the safeguarding
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of peace. My country's peace movement's activities range from meetings,

discugsions, demonstrations and rallieg to public readings by writers, poster
exhibitions, solidarity bazaars, panel discussions with scientists, artists and
cultural workers. They also include church services for peace, sports and musical
évents, and many other helpful initiatives.

The German Democratic Republic provided information on its national activities
in a letter addressed to the United Nations Secretary-General. That is also
mentioned in the Secretary-General's report (A/41/586). My delegation would like
to stress the need for an overall review of this significant Year that could be the
subject of a subsequent report to be submitted to the General 2ssembly at its
for ty~second session.

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the idea 'of adopting a plan of action
for peace up to the year 2000. Such a plan would be an appropriate step further to
promote the iofty goals and purposes of the International Year of Peace and the
various activities undertaken, including those under the auspices of the United
Nations.

In his message of 30 January 1986 to the Peace Council of the German
Democratic Republic at the beginning of the International Year of Peace, the United

Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, stated, inter alia:
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*"Bfforts must be intensified to remove the threat to all mankind of a nuclear

catastrophe. Striving for those objectives in this International Year of

Peace is of the highest importance precisely ﬁecause péace remains far from

assured. The well-being;and even the survival of humanity in future years

will depend heavily on what is done now. Full advantage must be taken of the

opportunities offered by this International Year of Peace.®

Let me assure the Assembly that this is also the unswerving will of the
citizens of the German Democratic Republic,

Mr. RODRIGUEZ (Coclombia) (interpretation from Spanish): Colombia, loyal

to its political tradition of support for all actions of peace programmed and
developed by the United Nations, adopted enthusiastically and optimistically the
resolution which proclaimed 1986 to be the International Year of Peace. Our
Government and people have followed with interest and with hope all efforts made in
the United Nations to promote a wide range of intensive activity for peace in all
regions of the world. The Secretary-General's report (A/41/586) is clear evideﬁce
that peace programmes have been successfully undertaken throughout the world, with
the participation nét only of Governments but also of many non-governmental
organizations and personalities from the fields of science and éhe arts,
organizations of women, of youth, oé children, political parties, parliamentarians,
intellectuals, writers, musicians, painters, churchmen and sportsmen.

The item of peace was present }n all international meetings of a political,
trade union, religious, scientific or cultural.nature. Many important books,
newspapers and magazines were published and recordings made. There were issues of

postage stamps, innumerable speeches and conferences.
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The activities undertaken by the Secretary-~General and by the secretariat of
the International Year of Peacé to cart; out their enormous task deserve the
unreserved praise of all Governments ana peoples of the world represented here. We
wish also to stress the personal activities of Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar as a
world leader in the search for peaceful dialogue in all areas where there are
military conflicts.

There can be no doubt that all the activities I have mentioned contributed to
making considerable progress in this International Year of Peace towards universal
awareness of peace and that makes it possible for us to say that this battle has
been won in the United Nations and that it has been useful for all mankind.
Furthermore, the ultimate commitment of avoiding world war has been met. The year
1986 will come to an end without there having been a nuclear conflagration. That
means that mankind has had one more year of survival for mankind and that new
possibilities and opportunities for avoiding atomic confrontation have been opened
up.

Colombia considers that it has done its Quty to the international community
not only because of its firm participation in the activities of the United Nations
but also because in the international military conflict closest to our own
territory - that of Central America - Colombia, as a founding member of the
Contadora Group, has played a decisive role, together with Mexico, Panama and
Venezuela, in defending the peace of the region, with the valuable co-operation of
the Support Group made up of Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay.

While it is true that, under the banner of the United Nations, people all over
the world have worked hard for peace, it is also ttug that the resulits are in no
way satisfactory. Although we have avoided a world war, there have still been
local wars in important parts of the world and none of the military conflicts

existing at the beginning of the International Year of Peace has come to an end as



EH/dw A/41/PV.48
’ 58

(Mr, Rodriguez, Colombia)

we enter the two last months of the year. Where there was war a year ago there is
war today; where there was fire there is fire; where there was danger there is
danger.*

In the view of ‘Colombia there has been no change in this situation because the
whole of mankind is affected by the tremendous underdevelopment of most of the
countries of the world, members of the United Nations. Poverty and backwardness
bring to the lives of human beings pain, anguish and despair which are incompatible
with peace. When we look at the magnitude of the social problems in the
underdeveloped world, which continue to increase, and 'think of the resources
necessary to resolve them there are some who believe that these situations are as
serious as the nuclear threat - and they are probably right.

The President of Colombia, Mr, Virgilio Barco Vargas, speaking in the General
Assembly on 1 October, referred to peace and related it directly to development,
reminding the world that absolute poverty, understood as the inability to meet with
individual income the basic needs of life - food, health and education - is a
problem that also affects the countries of Latin America. Our President offered
several examples, saying that the problem was to be found in all countries of the
underdeveloped world and gave rise to violence and war and he reaguested the
economic co-operation of all nationg, particularly those of the industrialized
world, as a specific means of fighting for peace. The President stated:

"The enormity of the sums of money States devote to developing new
technologies of annihilation and to manufacturing instruments of death and
destruction makes even the strongest spirits fearful, The resources used up

in this endeavour could well be devoted to alleviating the sufferings of

mankind and speeding its development and progress.” (A/41/PV.18, pp. 8-10)

* Mr. Thompson (Fiji), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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"War and peace, development, human rights, the rational use of outer space and
of the oceans, all these are matters for which the United Nations provides a
natural forum for international discussion and for the attainment of effective
compromises, through negotiations, in order to move forward.

"But side by side with those international problems, there are others,
seemingly domestic, that call for the solidarity of the international
community. I refer to the increasing disparity between those who share in the
benefits of civilization and those who are inexorably shut off from them.

"The poor, the victims of discrimination, the unemployed, peasants who
cannot produce what they need, children who perish daily because of hunger and
disease that could, without too much effort, be éured, refugees, South African
blacks: those are injustices, those are inequalities that become more
intolerable with each day on a planet which - and this is true - is able to
overcome them.

"Alone, a way out of such situations cannot be found:; together we can
create a;better dorld. Mankind, if it wishes to dec so, can alleviate hunger,
poverty, disease and ignorance. The means exist. The technology exists.

However, resolve is lacking.® (A/41/PV.18, p. 1l1)

What was said by the President of Colombia authorizes our delegation to
reauest the President of this Assembly, the Secretary-General and the
representatives to base the universal awareness of peace which we are forging in
the United Nations on the inspired purpose that everyone all over the world, from
children to adults, should call for understanding on the part of the developed
countries that there can be no absolute peace and happiness unless they help the
rest of the world to overcome underdevelopment, or at least to overcome the stage

of dire poverty in which most of the people live.
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In all our peace activities we should renew our call to the nuclear Powers and
to the industrialized developed world for the vast sums spent on nuclear arms to be
used to support and promote the% progress of the developing countries, without
inter fering with their own deveiopnent plans.

The Colomnbian writer, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, who won the Nobel prize for
literature, made one of the most beautiful speeches on the subject in this
International Year of Peace last August, at Ixtapa, in Mexico, in which he gave the
following informations

"For the cost of only two Trident atomic submarines, out of the 25 which

the present Government of the United States intends to manufacture, or of a

similar number of Tifon submarines being built by the Soviet Union, we could

at last undértake to make the dream of world literacy a reality; for the cost
of 10 Nimitz nuclear aircraft carriers, out of the 15 which are to be built by
the year 2000, a preventive programme could be carried out to protect, during
those same 14 years, over a billion people against malaria and thus save the
lives of over 14 million children in Africa alome.”

"With respect to food, for example, the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (F20) estimates that last year there were some

575 million people suffer ing from hunger. The total cost of supplying their

minimum caloric requirements would have been less than the cost of 149 MX

rockets out of the 223 which are to be deployed in Western Burope; for the

cost of 27 of them we could buy the necessary agricultural equipment to make
the poor countries self-sufficient in food within the next four years."

Although thus far the end results are not altogether satisfactory, the
delegation of Colombia wishes to express its gratification that the United Nations;

has fulfilled its commitments in the International Year of Peace, and has succeeded
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in mobilizing a great campaign for peace in all cointries of the world. We urge
that the action begun should be continued with the same enthusiasm and intensity.
Colombia is a supporter and sponsor of the draft resolution in document A/41/L.9,
which has been prepared by a group of countries, on the initiative of Bahamas,
Bangladesh and Costa Rica.

The struggle for development seems more difficult than the struggle for peace,
but it is essential because development is the only sure road to peace. All is not
lost for mankind so long as the will to figut remains. This is our ardent appeal
to the international commmitys as long as we go on fighting, we shall keep our
hopes alive,

Mr. TERNMOV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from
Russian): The United Mations decision to proclaim 1986 as the International Year
of Peace was adopted with due regard for the previously adopted Declarations on the
Strengthening of International Security, the Preparation of Societies for Life in
Peace, and the Right of Peoples to Peace, and other progressive decisions of the
General Assembly. It received the active support c;f the Byelorussian SSR.

The purposes and tasks of the Year and their human;’.stic philosophy fully
corresponds to the foreign policy of our country, and the interests of the peoples
of the whole world. The concern and alarm of the peoples and the mounting feeling
of responsibility over the majority of States for the fate of the world, have taken
the form of actions, on the part of the public and of many Governments, designed to
turn the year of peace into peaceful nuclear-free decades, and decades of
disarﬁtament', and the¢t is how Byelorussia under stands that decision.

This approach has characterized the work of our national commission for the

observance of the Year. The commission, which includes representatives of official
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and civic organizations, has been carrying 'out a broad plan of practi.calA actions
based on the programme of the United Ngtions International Year of Peace.

In that p]:an ;ttention is concentrated on the need to impress on each person
in society the purpose and essence of the programme ~ the fight for peace and
disarmament, and to encourage people to take an active part in its implementation.
It is essential to fight against war before it starts, That is the motto of the
anti-war activity conducted in our republic. The efforts of the commission and its
measures have met with broad support among the population, the mass media and
official and civic organizations., This is only to be expected.

The Soviet people, including the Byelorussian have, as a result of their
history, which has been harsh and heroic, with a great deal of bloodshed and
fighting to survive, always been active in the fight for the ideals of peace,
co-operation and friendship among the peoples, as the highest attainment of
civilization.

In the republic many large-scale events have taken place as part of the
International Year. Among these we should mention in particular such mass actions
as the holding of a week of action against war and for Buropean security and
co-operation, with the participation of ocne fifth of the population of Byelorussia,
a week of action for disarmament, and a day of trade union actions for peace.

On 1 September, there were peace lessons in all institutes of learning; and as
a tradition, among millions of Soviet students and children, the new school year
starts from that point. The mass media published the message of the
Secretary-General on the occasion of the peace lesson,

One important area of the work of our commission is the issuing of
publications. The International Year and its purposes and talks have been the

subject of various brochures, posters and publications. The delegations can
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fami»liajrize thémselveg with some of tgles'e,“mich are available on the table at the
back of the hall.

Song competitions and competi.tiops for children's drawings and posters
encouraging people to act to defend peace, have been held. In this connection we
can report with satisfaction that at the eleventh internati.onal poster competition
in the Polish People's Republic, which was held in the spring, the special prize of
the United Nations Secretary-General for the best poster devoted ta the
International Year of Peace went to Byelorussian artists for their work.

The events arranged in connection with the International Year of Peace have
been accompanied by numerous large gatherings and manifestations, rallies and
meetings. From 30 July to 6 August, in the heroic city of Minsk, capital of
Byelorussia, the ninth international student workshop, devoted to the Internatiomal
Year of Peace, were held. These involved the participation of representatives of
national student unions, student and youth organizations from almost 100 countries
of the world, and representatives of many international organizations. The
campaign for peace and disarmament, and the partici@tion of students in that
campaign, became the dominant themes of the workshop.

Public opinion in Byelorussia supports the aims of the International Year of
Peace and urgently demands the elimination of the nuclear threat, the

implementation of practical measures for real disarmament and the strengthening of

international security.
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Peoplé welcome the active quest for new apprcaches to the solution of these
Problems, and the important concrete actions and proposals of the Soviet Union .and
other States of the socialist community during the International Year of Peace, to
achieve these ends., Information on measures taken in the Soviet Union in that
regard has been sent to the United Nations and is referred to in the report in
document A/41/586.

Expressing its attitude towards the International Year of Peace and its
understanding of the tasks and purposes of the Year, as well as its support for
them, the Standing Commission on International Affairs of. the Supreme Soviet of the

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic issued in July this year a statement that
was published in_the press and was alsq transmitted to the United Nations
Secretariat. That statement included the following passage:

"The main tasks of the International Year of Peace are toc ensure the

convergence of the efforts of peace-loving States, peoples, political parties

and tendencies, indeed of all people of good will, in the struggle to maintain
peace and rid mankind of the threat of nuclear war, and to place the authority
of the United Nations behind these’efforts".

We attach the greatest importance to the process of expanding and intensifying
the campaign to involve broad circles of the populati.on in the peace movement and
to strengthen their influence on the adoption of political decisions as well as the
promotion of concrete actions for peace,

I wish now to quote the following words of Mr. Mikhail Sergeiyvich Gorbachev,
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Unions

"The mass movement for peace has enormous and as yet not completely utilized

possibilities for imposing on world politics a new, anti-war, anti-nuclear

mode of thinking, derived not from the image of the enemy stimulating
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confrontation but from the need for joint efforts to build a camprehensive

system of international security®. .

From that point of view, the Internaii:ional Year of Peace declared by the
United Nations plays a positive role. But it should also serve as a wacn ing
against complacency. The situation imperatively demands that in the struggle for
peace both Governments and social forces should act resolutely and purposefully.

The Declaration proclaiming the International Year of Peace states that the
Year '

"provides a timely impetus for initiating renewed thought and action for the

promotion of peace®. (resolution 40/3, amnex)

It is becoming evident now that questions of war or peace require new
attitudes and approaches, new political thinking, a new political philosophy that
refutes age-old notions about the permissibility and acceptability of war and armed
conflict. It is not enough now to recognize that there can be no victoars in a
nuclear war. The facts of the space and nuclear age are such that the destruction
of civilization in a nuclear war would be all-embracing.

A nunber of States have accepted this new mode of thinking and have taken into
account the cbjective facts of today's world and based on their actions and
proposals on them. It is that new approach that imbues the initiatives of the
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, initiatives that have been widely
disseminated. They have created a palpable and real opportunity for clear,
unswerving and effective movement, on an agreed basis and in phases, towards the
reduction and elimination by the year 2000 of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, the prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests, the prevention of the
spread of the arms race to space, and a significant reduction of armed forces and

(2]
conventional armaments.
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Progress along that path would make it possible to lay the foundations for a
compr ehensive system of international peace and security and for the establishment
of a world without wars and weapons - the ancient dream of mankind, That is
completely feasible if those to whom the proposals of the socialist States are
addressed discard their outmoded military and political stereotypes and start
moving along the path of constructive co-operation towards disarmament and the
strengthening of peace ~ not in words, but in deeds. That is the spirit of the
Proclamation of the International Year of Peace, which affirms the need to

"express in practical terms the common aspiration of all peoples for peace”.

(resolution 40/3, annex)

The socialist States are doing their utmost to put this approach into
practice. New, tangible confirmation of this is to be found in the meeting held in
Reykjavik by the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, on the
initiative of the Soviet Union. Despite the fact that one of the sides was not
ready to renounce the unleashing of an arms race in space and the meeting therefore
did not produce the expected results - although we know that such results were
close at hand - the meeting wa= an important event in the struggle against the arms
race and for the prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons, in order to rid
the world of the threat of war. The meeting created a qualitatively new situation
and moved the 'fight for nuclear disarmament to a new, higher level at which it will
now be possible to increas» efforts to achieve radical reductions in, and then the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons.

Our delegation is pleased that more than 60 countries from three continents
set up national co-ordinating bodies for the holding of various events in their
countries during the International Year of Peace. That demonstrates their serious

approach to the historic task of preserving peace which now faces mankind. But



BCT /gmr A/41/PV, 48
69

{Mr. Ternov, Byelorussian SSR)

those 60 countries form only a part of the mermbership of the United Nations. We
must note with regret that many countries that are very important militarily,
including certain permanent menbers of the Security Council, are missing from the
list of States which established such co-ordinating bodies for the Intermnational
Year of Peace. Such an attitude towards the purposes of the International Year of
Peace - purposes set forth in the resolution adopted by consensus ~ can only evoke
astonishment, disappointment and alarm.

At the consultative meeting in Rome this summer between the Secretary-General
and representatives of national commissions established in connection with the
International Year of Peace, several delegations, including my own, proposed that
the International Year of Peace should not be allowed to disappear into history
without a trace, that the time remaining before the reginning of the next century
should be declared a period of active efforts for peace.

It is essential to move to constructive co-operation for the attainment of the
goals of the International Year of Peace after the ¥e2ar ends and to call upon
States to act’in such a way that, with each succeed'ing year, the ideal of peace
will be brought closer, a new mode of thinking will be adopted ard actions contrary
to peace will be abandoned.

We note with satisfaction the following conclusion in the Secretary-General's
report on this question:

"The International Year of Peace will provide a continuing occasion to focus

attention on action for peace, including that of the United Nations”.

{A/41/586, para. 60) '

In the context of this question, the delegation of the Mongolian People's
Republic, joined by a group of countries including the Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, submitted a draft resolution entitled "Right of peoples to

peace®., That resolution took into account the urgent desirc of peoples for a
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peaceful future, and called upon all States and international organizations to do
their utmost to impl :ment the provisions of the Declaration on the Right of Peoples
to Peace and to ensure their right to live and work in peace and freedom.

Our delegation feels that we should maintain the fund that was established for
the International Year of Peace, as a voluntary fund to promote the purposes of
peace. Hence, we support the pro;osal that activities to implement the purposes
and tasks of the International Year of Peace should be developed further after the
end of the Year. My delegation considers it essential that the resolution to be
adopted by the Assenbly this year on this item should contain such a provision,

The Byelorussian delegation is convinced that the sincere and businesslike
co-operation of States 'in Uhited Nations efforts to achieve disarmament and
establish security for all can and should lead to the International Year of Peace
becoming a decade of peace and to the approaching twenty-first century becoming a
century of peace. To that end, a responsible and honourable attitude towards the

future must be taken by all peoples.
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Mrs, CARRASOD (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): The delegation of

Bolivia was one of the sponsors of the resolutions leading to the celebration of
the International Year of Peace, since it recognizes that promoting peace is the
fundament.al purpese of the United Mations and attaining peace is the commeon ideal
of all peoples.

We have read with special interest the report of the Secretary-General
(A/41/586) on implementation of the Programme of the Internatiocnal Year of Peace.
It shows that by means of various activities undertaken by Governments,
non-governmental organizations, private ins.timtions and personalities of the
intellectual and acadewic world, the obstacles t0 peace have been identified and a
clear relationship has been established beztween peace and development, peace and
disarmament and peace and human rights. A very :lmpor't:ant chapter in the research
which has been done no doubt is educating societies to live in peace.

Indeed, there is no more important topic, no question more intimately linked
to the future of mankind, than peace. In this connection, the delegation of
Bolivia cannot but state its concern at seeing that the celebration of the
International Year of Peace has not commanded the interest which was'expected by
some coun.x iuas,

Paragraph 8 of the Secretary-General's report mentions that after he addressed
a note verbale to all States in December 1985, only 55 States have provided
information on programmes and activities undertaken in observance of the Year.
Bowever , non-governmental organizations, to which we wish to convey our gratitude,
carried out a great deal of activity, thus showing the wish of peoples to encourage
and duly promote the cause of peace.

Paragraph 26 of the Secretary-General's report mentions that in total, 61
Governments have informed the Secretary-General about the establishment of national
co-ordinating commissions or mechanisms for the International Year of Peace, in

accordance with General Assembly guidelines.
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It is true that a good number of Governments referred to the International
Year of Peace and renewed their support for to the cause of peace in sporadic
messages or sporadic statements. Such an attitude is plausible but short of what
is required. Building peace is a slow and ardudus task which requires the firm and
continued support of Governments.

The fact that the United Nations has to p&:oclaim a special Year devoted to
peace when the quest for peace is the very reason for our Orgamization must come as
a surprise to public opinion. There should not be any International Year of
Peace. Every day and every year should be devoted to'ﬂxe cause of peace. However,
having proclaimed 1986 as the International Year of Peace, Governments should have
made use of the opportunity to express in concrete action their willingness to
serve peace.

Coming to the end of 1986 as we are, mankind more than ever, is perplexed by
the lack of semsitivity on the part of its leaders, faced with a world ridden by
conflicts and dxangerously divided into ideological camps. There is a need for
appropriate negotiations to avoid distortions of peace.

I wish to repeat what was stated by the Bolivian Foreign Minister during the
general debate:

"Bolivia firmly supports all disarmament initiatives aimed at preserving

international peace and security, and it urges the world Powers to do

everything they can to maintain dialogue and creative thinking that could lead
to general and complete disarmament mder.effective international control.

"We also support the strengthening and consolidation of a new
international global order of peace and well being for all the peoples of the

world, an order in which the goal of international social justice is an

attainable goal and not merely a utopian dream.® (A/41/PV.12, pp. 52-53)
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The vast amcunts w&ntqh continue t9 be spent on the insane arms race say very
little for those who hold the fate of mankind in their hands. In the meantime,
poverty and hunger continue to afflict a large sector of the world population.
Almost at the end of the twentieth century, when mankind is proud of its scientific
and technological conguests, we continue to suffer from evils which should belong
to the past.

This sombre picture is even more negative if we take into account that present
trends 80 not lead to solutions to probiems but rather to their gradual and
sustained worsening. With all the progress which human society has nade, we
-ccntinue to witness the deplorable spectacle of societies which deny man his right
to freedom. Human rights are blatantly violated, taxing the patxenc;e of an
international community unable to punish those responsible for violations of human
rights, This Organization, since its inception, has been discussing the practices
which deny man his dignity. Apartheid, and other odious forms of racial
discrimination, ¢ontinue to exist simply because rhetorical condemnation was never
accompanied by a sincere determination to end them. This state of af‘fairs cannot
continue without the risk of human beings being ultimately condemned to self-
extermination as a result of a final world war,

The delegation of Bolivia maintains that the International Year of Peace, as
stated by the Secretary-General in the conclusions in his report, has brought about
certain positive trends, encouraging more international co-operation. Thus,
despite the fact that in our view the International Year of Peace could have
yielded many more benefits to the cause of peace and international understanding,

it did have a certain impact which, albeit modest, is none the less useful.



JSM/mh ’ ) A/4v;;g. 48
- 74-

” : _ (Mrs, Carrasco, Bolivia)

For the delegaticn of Bolivia, an esgential prerequisite for peace is:
strengthening the United Nations. We sincerely believe that 1f we were to use the
mechanisms establishied in the tha‘:ter', if we were to implement the collective
security system with which the Organization is provided, if we were to use the
entire potential of the Organization, we could make strides with confidence towards

3

a better future.
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Thus, the delegation of Bolivia believes that it is necessary for the
promotion of peace to be a constant activity. To that end, we must maintain and
sttengthen'contacts with non-governmental orgénizations and all institutions
interested in the cause of peace so as to develop new programmes to increase
international awareness and bring about the mobilization of human resources.

It is also important for United Nations Information Centres, as a means of
disseminating information in the various countries, to continue to develop
programmes for the provision of informaéion on the.objectives of the Organization
in terms of maintaining peace and bringing about international harmony. In the
final analysis, ours is an Organization of peoples united in support of the purpose
of saving future generations from the scourge of war,

The delegation of Bolivia expresses its gratitudé to the Secretary-General for
his reports and for what he has done to carry out the programme of the
International Year of Peace. We ask him to convey to the secretariat of the
International Year of Peace our gratitude for its efforts.

In conclusion, I should like to refer to the activities carried éut by my
Government in the celebration of the International Year of Peace, which began with
the establishment of a special commission headed by the Under Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, and made up of members from State organizations and non-governmental
agencies., That commission prepared a wide ranging programme of activities, which
have been carried out in various cities of the Republic. I need not list those
activities since that information has already been distributed.

Mr. NYAMDOO (Mongolia) (interpretation from Russian): The year 1986,
proclaimed the International Year of Peace, is of particular importance for the
mobilization of actions and efforts by all peace-loving forces to halt the arms

race and bring about disarmament. In connection with the International Year of
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Peace, all peoples have been called upon, together with the United Nations, to make
resolute efforts to defend peace and the future of mankind.

My delegation has read the Sécreﬁary-seneralﬁs reéStt on the impleméntation of
the Programme of the International Year of Peace with great attention. While not
anticipating the eventual outcome of the Year, we muat say that many States,
organizations and individuals have become very.actively involved in the
implementation of the Programme of the International Year of Peace, The report
makes it clear that the struggle for peace has become the princ:pal concern of the
whole of mankind. The conclusions and proposals contained in the report are worthy
of further careful study.

Having studied the implementation of the Programme of the International Year
of Peace, we cannot fail to draw attention to such major initiatives, tailored as
it were, to the International Year of Peace, as the Soviet proposal for the
elimination of nuclear and other types of weapons of mass destruction by the end of
this century; the unilateral moratorium on all nuclear explosions, which has been
extended until 1 January 1987; the joint proposal of the socialist countries for
the establishment of a comprehensive system of international security, and so on.

The Mongolian people, like all peoples of the world, indeed, expected a great
deal more of the Soviet-American summit meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland. However, my
delegation considers that that meeting was a major political event, not only in
Soviet-American relations, but also with regard to the whole guestion of the fate
of the world in general. As a.result of the pgoposals and significant concessions
made by the Soviet Union, the meeting came very close to achieving agreement on a
broad range of questions relating to the limitation and reduction of nuclear
armaments. These arrangements must be continued and the proposals enriched and
inplemented. Despité what has happened, we hope that the other side will show the

necessary political will and flexibility.
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We should also add that the spirit and substance of the Declarations adopted
by the Eighth Conference of Heads of State or Govermnment of Non-Alighed Countries,
in Harare, in many respects were precisely in consonance with the purposes and
tasks of the International Year of Peace,

We welcome certain political trends discernible at the Geneva Conference on
Disarmament and the outcome of the recent Stockholm Conference on Confidence and
Security Building Measures, and Disarmament in Burope.

The Mongolian People's Republic reéolutely advocates the elimination of the
threat of war, above all nuclear war. We advocate renunciation of the use of force
in international relations and the settlement of international disputes by peaceful
means on the basis of the provisions of the United Nations Charter.

My delegation has made some specific proposals at the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly designed to preserve and strengthen
international peace, thereby seeking to make its contribution to this noble cause.

Representatives of all sectors of public opinion in my country have taken part
in the events arranged pursuant to the Programme of the International Year of
Peace. In particular, we wish to commend the work of the World Congress of
Supporters of Peace, in Copenrhagen, which we believe to be an important undertaking
in the implementation of the purposes and tasks of the International Year of Peace
and in the further development and consolidation of the peace movement among the
world public and the movement for disarmament and social progress.

As part of the celebration of the International Year of Peace, mass rallies
and meetings of representatives of different segments of the workers have been held
in my country. We have organized competitions and poster exhibitions on the theme
of peace. We have held a concert of political songs.and held athletic competitions

under the motto "For peace".
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Special radio and television programmes have been regularly devoted to the
International Year of Peace. Lessons on peace have been given in all schools and
institutes of learning, and signatures have been collected from more than half the
population of Mongolia. Radio, television and the press have been giving extensive
coverage to the numerous events organized in other countries in comnection with the
International Year of Peace. Postage stamps and postcards have been issued on the

theme of the International Year of Peace, and other measures have been planned and

arranged.

My delegation endorses the view that the International Year of Peace has
become a major event in the context of the efforts by States and peoples to
preserve and strengthen peace. It has significantly helped the development of
support by the world public for the objectives of peace and disarmament.

With regard to the Secretary-General's report on the implementation of the
programme for the International Year of Peace, we are pleased to note that a number
‘of States and international organizations have reported to the Secretary-General on
what they have done at the national level. My delegation is most grateful to those
States and organizations for the interest they have shown in the exercise of the
right of peoples to peace. We consider that further efforts to promote the
exercise of the right of peoples to peace would make a subastantial contribution to
support for peoples in their fight for a peaceful life.

It is gratifying to note that the spirit of the Declaration on the Right of
Peoples to Peace continues to receive growing support from the world community. In
this connection, I wish to refer to the Mexico six-nation Declaration of 6 August

this year. The Declaration begins with the following words:
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*"We have met today in order to proclaim the right of peoples to peace, in
order again to qon.firm our dedication to the defence of that right and in
order to guarantee the continued existence of mankind."

The Declaration ends with the words:

“Each person has the right to peace and is obliged to fight for it.“

It is the duty of each State to take action to promote the exercise of the
right to peace. On this basis, many countries have manifested their willingnéss to
participate further in the implementation of the .pravisions of the Declaration and
to co-operate with the United Nations in this matter. The ‘H:mgolian People's
Republic considers that the practical and steadfast implementation by all States of
the provisions of the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace would help to
strengthen internatiocnal peace and security and help to eliminate the threat of
nuclear war. We hold the view that the General Assembly of the United Nations
should devote even more attention to the guestion of the implementation of the
provisions of_the Declaration o which I have just referred. In our opinion, the
General Assembly should continue to consider the question of the implementation of
the provisions of the Declaration every vear or every two years.

In .the light of the foregoing, my delega'tion has the honour of introducing
draft resolution A/4)/L.10, on behalf of Btilgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Cuba, the
German Democratic Republic, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the Libyan Arab
Jamah ir iya, Mauritania, Nicaragua, the Syrian Arab Republic, Viet Nam and my own
country. As this draft resolution is procedural in nature and does not involve any
financial implications, its sponsors hope that it will be possible for it to be

adopted without a vote.
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Mr. PAWLAK (Poland): 1In the view of the Polish delegaticn, ;he
proclamation by the General Assembly of this year as the International Yéat of
Peace was indeed a timely decision. Il;. reflected the deep concern of the
international community over the present dangerous state of international affairs
and the ever-growing nuclear threat.

As we can see from the report of the Secretary-General, the International Year
of Peace has provided momentum for a variety of activities in favour of peace, at
both the national and the international level. The implementation of the programme
for the Year has underlined the role played by the United Mations in the promotion
and maintenance of international peace and sécurity.

Most important, h&wever, it has emphasized the fact that peace represents the
Supreme value for. the whole world. The preservation and consolidation of peace
call for the combined efforts of all States irrespective of their political and
social systems. Progress can be achieved not by confrontation but only through
meaningful dialogue and co-operation. This has been demonstrated, fpc instance, at
Stockholm, and the meeting of the leaders of the Soviet Union and thé United States
of America in Reykjavik also showed the great importance of these factors.

It shouid be stressed that during the course of this year new and bold
initiatives have been presented by the socialist and non-aligned countries wiﬂ} the
objective of halting the arms race and preventing its extension into outer space.
Unprecedented proposals have been put forward by the Soviet Union for ridding the
world of all nuclear weapons by the end of this century. It is significant that
during the International Year of Peace not even one nuclear test was conducted by

the Soviet Union, in accordance with its unilateral morator jum on nuclear testing.
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'rhe socialist States, including Polmd have subnitted for consideration at

tlus sessmn of the General Assembly a fa:-reaching proposal for the establishment
of a cmprehemive system of i.nternaticnal peace and security embracing all
nations: In pt.\tt:i:ng fpru'l this proposal, we gx:eeeeded from the assumption that in
the nuclear age new politicai thinking is necessary in order to guarantee peace and

Security for every State.
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The Secretaryaseneral, in his thought-provoking statement at the Peace Bell
ceremony on the Intetnational Day of Peace, indicated that action for peace in
order to solve the world ctiéis-'must éo beyond the obvious but often superficial
appeal of a bold or séeeping gesture®, I believe, therefore, tﬂat our debate
concerning the International Year of §eace during this year of serious difficulties
65 the Organization, should be concrete and action-oriented. Last year it took
only a few minutes of the solemn commemorative session of the fortieth anniversary
of the United Nations to adopt by consensus a well-balanced Proclamation of the
International Year of Peace. But the impact of this Proclamation is hard to
overestimate. During the Year millicns of people throughout the world joined
together in varicus events to show their concern for peace. They now expect from
us, the representatives of Member States, not a mere nod of recognition but further
guidelines as to how to act for peace in a harmonious, co-ordinated manner. Only
the United Nations can provide such guidelines and harmonize such action with the
purposes and objectives of the Charter. The International Year of Peace is not
just another page in the calendar of international events; it is a broad commitment
which we share today and for the future.

In its history the Polish people had to pay the highest price for peace.
Therefore Poland spares no effort to promote the cause of peace and security. The
observance of the International Year of Peace in my country has commanded the
particular attention of the Polish people and authorities. PFor us it was first of
all an opportunity to take specific action towards the achievement of its goals, I
believe that the Congress of Intellectuals for the Peaceful Future of the World,
held in Warsaw last January, the "Peace to the Children® meeting held last
February, the international poster competition in the spring, exhibited now at the
United Nations headguarters, have contributed to the objectives of the Year oiw. a
glohbal scale. We took real pleasure in hosting a meeting of the panel of experts

established by the Secretary~General to discuss the process of preparing for life
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in pezce. The experts will soon meet agaiq in Jap&a. We have also noticed with
satisfaction ihat various non-governmental activities have taken place, involving
Polish scholars, religious groups, arti:sts,_ end youth. The Polish Commission for
the Observance of the Inte?national Year of Peace has been active in co-ordinating
national events and facilitating international contacts. We appreciated the
initiative of the Secretary-General i:n convaning a consultgti,ve meeting of the
national commissicns in Rome last July. | |

In the view of my delegation, several pa:opoéafls and statements presented in
the context of the International Year of Peace will have long-lasting effects. The
plan to eliminate nuclear weapons by the end of this century, which I mentioned
earlier, was presented by General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev in reference to the
Year, The Security Council and the Economic and Social Council adopted special
documents reaffirming a commitment to pexce. The Parliaments and the highest
officials of many countries have referred to the Year a3 an opportunity to
strengthen the foundation of peace. His Holineas Pope John Paul II took an
initiative to.devote a Day of Prayer for peace. All this indicates the need for a
prompt and significant reaction by the General Assembly.

Last year Poland sponsored resolutions cn the Inter national Year of Peace
based on a consensus. We regret, however, that the text submitted now as A/41/L.9
has not met all the necessary requirements in order to be adopted without a votes
but we welcome the opportunity for further consultations. We call upon all
delegations to reach a consensus as soon as possible.

In our opinion two ideas could indicate potential prospective action for peace
in the coming years., The first is the process of the preparation for life in
peace, which is clearly recognized today as an important factor in building peace.
We are committed to securing the twenty-first century as the century of stable
peace for our children. We must start the necessary action now, not only in a

diplomatic forum, but in schools, universities, seminars and courses, churches,
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in the mass media, .sciences and 'the fine arts. Hext year the General Assembly will
review the implementation of the Declaratioa on the P'reparation of Societies for
Life in Peace adopted on Puland's initiative in 1978. Taking into account the
importance of this subject, and also tecognizir;g the need to make General Assembly
debates more efficient,; my delegation' is ready to act together with other
delegations in making this review as concrete and meaningful as possible. The
second idea was mentioned briefly by the PForeign Minister of Poland,

Mr. Marian Orzechowski, when, in the general debate, he submitted the idea of an
International Year of the Family as an indication of a global concern for the
recognition of the basic social unit of human life. While considering this
proposal it seems opportune to evaluate the important role of the family both in
the building of peace and in the preparation for life in peace. These
considerations further indicate an integrative approach by the United Nations to
complex human concerns. For the International Year of the Family we do not need,
as was also true in the case of the International Year of Peace, elaborate
international machinery, big conferences or *ig expenditures. All we need are
concerned families on all continents and in all nations, and these families need
above all psace in their life.

Let us develop further the actions of this Otga;\iz.ation, based on the
consensus of the General Assembly that the strengthening of peace is the primary
objective of the United Nations. Let us convert this Year of Peace into an
everlasting Era of Peace, free from the scourge of nuclear holocaust and from all
other weapons of mass destruction. This optimistic perspective needs the decisive
action of our Organization, the hard work and goodwill of all its Member States and
all peoples in the family of nations. Our programme of action must create a world

in vhich we will secure for every inhabitant of our planet a life worthy of human

beings,
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Mr. BUI XUAN NHAT (Viet Nam): FPFounded 40 years ago following the

gr uesome expetiémce of the Second World War the United Mations represents mankind's
—

aspirations 0 peace, international co-operation and social progress. The United

Nationé Charter declares in the most unambiguous terms that the primary raison

d'étre of the Organization is "to save succeeding generations from the scourge of

war®,

Owing to the strenuous struggle of the world‘’s peace-loving forces,the world
has enjoyed the longest period of peace in this century, without a third world
war, 'Still, in the past 40 years mankind has many times been pushed to the brink
of a nuclear holocaust and conflicts have repeatedly taken place in various parts
of the world. The negative side of the picture of the world has been brought about
by actions on the part of some countries that are always attempting to impose their
will on other peoples. Those countries have resorted to every possible means to
achieve their end: a frenzied arms race, econonic blockade, military intervention,
wars of aggression, and so on.

Given the prevailing international situation, in which mankind is confronted
with growing arsenals of nuclear weapons capable of destroying the world many times
over, concerted and intensified efforts are ..uce urgentl;fr needed than ever before.
The appr&al by the fortieth session of the General Assembly of the Proclamation of
the International Year of Peace corresponds to the aspirations to peace of peoples
all over the world. As solemnly stated by the General Assenbly at its thirty-ninth
session in the Deciafation on the Right of Peoples to Peace, “the peoples of our

planet ‘have a sacred right to peace®™ (resolution 39/11, annex). Life without war

is the primary intermnational prerequisite for the material well-being, development
and progress of countries and full enjoyment of the rights and fundamental hvman

freedoms proclaimed by the Unitazd mnecions,
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During the past year the peace movement has surged on all continents,
involving millions of people of different colours, ages, professions and polit:ical
orientations. It is quite satisfying. to note that over 300 non-governmental
organizations have been involved in the canipaign to promote the objectives of the
International Year of Peace., Through their diversified participation in the
obsgervance of the Internaticnal Year of Peace Ey such meang as Bike for Peace,; the
First Earth Run, inter-city meetings and mass rallies, the masses have expressed
their concern about the issue of preventing war and defending peace and
demonstrated their support for concrete and const;uctive measures to that end.

The year 1986 has also witnessed tireless efforts by all peace-loving
comtries aimed at the adoption of concrete measures to halt the arms race and
consolidate and strengthen peace, security and stability in the world. On
15 January 1983 General Szcretary Mikhail Gorbachev put forward a comprehensive and
timely disarmament programme the aim of which is to eliminate step by step between
now and the year 2000 all nuclear weapons ang other weapons of mass destruction,
thus opening up a realistic prospect of a world free from nuclear weapons. The
non-aligned summit Conference in Harare produced numerous important disarmament
proposala. 1In Europe, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America, Africa and the Middle
Bast constructive proposals have time and again been advanced to reduce military as
well as political confrontation and promote dialogue.

For the past 40 years, since the signing of the United Nations Charter,
South-East Asia has been the only place in the'wotld never to have enjoyed peace.
The Vietnamese people have been subjected to repeated wars of aggression by
imperialist and reactionary forces. For the past 40 years, even during the period
before Viet Nam became a full Member of the United Nations, the Vietnamese pecpie
has waged an unyielding struggle not only for its independence but also fo; peace

in the region., More than anyone else the Vietnamese people ardently desire peace,
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to reconstruct their country. Viet Nam is ready to do everything possible to
contr ibute to the consolidation of peace and stabﬂ'ity in the region and thereby %o
the preservation of world peace.

Throughout their history the Vietnamese people, like the ILao and Kampuchean
peoples, have always been confronted with common enemies many times more power ful
than themselves, especially in military terms. Historical reality has proved that
the militant solidarity between the three peopleé has been their most effective
weapon against foreign aggressors and a. factor guaranteeing peace for each people
and for the region. No slanderous contentions, espeo.;:ially those made by those that
carried out wars of aggression against the three Indochinese peoples or gave
essistance in those wars, can change that historical fact.

This year, together with peace-loving people throughout the world, the people
of Viet Nam have responded to the Proclamation of the International Year of Peace
with enthusiastic activities. This has really been an expression of the Vietnamese
people's aspiration to peace. Back in 1985 the Council of Ministers of Viet Nam
established the Hational Committee for éne Observance of the International Year of
Peace, headed by Mr. Phan Anh, Vice-President of the National Assenbly of Viet
Nam., Within their spheres of competence the different branches of the Government,
as well as mass organizations, orgamized diversified activities to mobilize the
peace movement and promote information and education on peace. Activities
undertaken in Viet Nam to observe the International Year of Peace and to implement
the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace were early reported to the
Secretary~General of the United Nations and are now referred to in document
A/4)/586 and Add.l. A more detailed and vp-dated report was recently tr-nsmitted
to the Secretary-General and it is expected that it ;1111 be circulated as an

official document of the United Nations before long.
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Within the framework of the Pirst Barth Run, sponsored by tﬁe United Nations
International Children's Fund (UNICEF), Viet Nam will take part in the
international torch-bearing marathon for peace at the end of November. On that
occasion a grand rally of tens of thousands of people will be held in the capital,
Hanoi, in the presence of Mr. Pham Van Dong, Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of Viet Nam,

Peace has always been the deepest aspiration of mankind and its preservation
requires the most resolute efforts by all peoples. In the face of the new and
dangerous development in the international situation, more creative thought and
action are neéded to defend and build on what we have achieved over the past
40 years in the struggle for peace, 80 .that a genuine and long-lasting peace may be
established on earth. While the International Year of Peace has played &
significant part in that struggle, we should think of and act for “International

Year of Peace and beyond: action for peace”.
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Mr, WIJEWARDANE (Sri Lanka): We recall that one year ago the General

Asgembly unanimously adopted the proclamation of the Internaticnal Year of Peace.
It ;s therefore very appropriate that at the end of that Year we should be
evaluating its impact on people all over the world.

The United Nations General Asseﬁbly very thoughtfully established, by
resolution 40,10, a Programme of Work for the International Year of Peace. There
have been responses at the national level'to that proposal. Co-ordinating
committees and commissions were set up in over 40,£ountties. Other countries,
which had already burdened themselves with ptogtammeé to commemorate the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations, have arranged programmes to commemorate the
International Year of Peace despite their other commitments.

I must point out that such celebrations have not been confined to the national
level but have extended to the international arena, through countries collaborating
with each other. Such was the case when an international children's painting
exhibition was sponsored by a Membe. State and schoolchildren from other nations
were invited to participate. We are aware also that there was a participating
programme in Rome in July 1986, where statements of national commissions indicated
that there had been broad participation in these programﬁes. Thoge activities
included educational programmes and also resulted in countries' pledging fun@s on a
voluntary basis,

My delegation is encouraged by those expressions of hope for the concept of
the International Year of Peace and we are greatly encouraged that attention was
drawn to such subjects as disarmament, armg control, security measures, social and

economic development, the environment and, above all, struggles against racism and

<

apartheid.

It is not surprising that there is such a wealth of unity in the international

forum, particularly as people of all faiths and pursuits, colours and creeds, the
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world over, are increasingly committing themselves to work for the ushering in of
peace. Conferences, public meetings and symposiums on such subjects as
disarmament, edﬁcation for peace, science and peace and the problems and prospects
of peace indicate that both young and old are keen devotees of peace. It is
therefore appropriate that on 27 October a day of prayer for peace will be observed
in Assisi in Italy. This programme has been enriched by the participation of
non-governmental organizations which have taken part emphasizing specific objects
or have joined with each other to promote the concept of peace.

A trust fund was created for that purpose, with independent pledges on a
voluntary basis, and a sizeable sum of money has already been collected. This
effort and the enthusiastic response received the world over from such
organizations as the Million Minutes of Peace, the International Appeal and the
First Earth‘Run starting from the United Nations grounds and ending here, indicate
that peace is a comncept which cannot be only an item on an agenda in the United
Nations, It is a hope, a dream and a goal of all humanity, both past and present.
People have long yearned for peace, suffering both physically and mentally as their
cherished goal eluded them. Peace is the soil in which humanity's flower can
bloom. It requires an atmosphere unpolluted by the strains and stresses of war and
battle.

Peace can be ushered in only if leaders in various fields of human endeavour
come together to show the way to peace. If peace is to be established, war must be
banished and that can be done only if the symptoms of that disease which afflicts
the human mind is replaced by a commitment that peace must be won. A sense of
spirituality must take over the mind of man. Our generation has that special
responsibility, for it is only now that mankind is becoming aware of the fact that

technological advancement does not automatically spell well-being and happiness, as
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was once thought. Mankind is now beginning to recognize that technological and
material advantage is not the answer to the ever—deépening spiritual crisis which,
if left to develop, may eventually lead to the total eradication and destruction of
both humanity and its spiritual values.

There is an urgency about this matter. We must bend all our efforts to
suggest and develop practical ideas which touch upon the major spheres of human
activity. Those ideas, on translation into reality, would regenerate peace on a
global scale. The need, then, is to keep the subject of peace in the foreground.
We are now going through a crisis in the affairs of men which, if taken at the
flood, will jolt us out of the psychosis which continues to spell in our minds docom
and destruction as the ultimate and final destiny of all mankind. It is not beyond
the capacity of this generation, which is befuddled by threats and calamities, to
find its redemption,

The effort to trace the path to peace is a peoples' effort. That is why,
without placing burdens on an already over-burdened institution, the responsibility

must be placed upon the peoples themselves,

The meeting rose at 6.35 p.m.






