
IV. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Special Political Committee tt5 

11. Emphasizes the urgency and importance of imple
menting fully the recommendations of the Second United 
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space as early as possible; 

12. Reaffirms its approval of the recommendation of 
the Conference regarding the establishment and strength
ening of regional mechanisms of co-operation and their 
promotion and creation through the United Nations sys
tem; 

13. Expresses its appreciation to ali Govemments that 
made or expressed their intention to make contributions 
towards carrying out the recommendations ofthe Confer
ence; 

14. Invites ali Governments to take effective action for 
the implementation of the recommendations of the Con
ference; 

1 S. Urges ali States, in particular those with major 
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of pre
venting an arms race in outer space as an essential condi
tion for the promotion of international co-operation in the 
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes; 

16. Takes note of the views expressed and documents 
circulated during the twenty-ninth session ofthe Commit
tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and during the 
forty-first session of the General Assembly conceming 
ways and means of maintaining outer space for peaceful 
purposes; 

17. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space to continue to consider, as a matter of pri
ority, ways and means of maintaining outer space for 
peaceful purposes and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its forty-second session; 

18. Notes that the Secretariat, as requested by the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, has 
sought the views of Member States on how far the five 
studies, mentioned in paragraph 34 of the report of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the 
work of its twenty-ninth session,2° that have already been 
carried out have benefited them in putting into practice 
the findings of these studies, bearing in mind that such in
formation could enable the Committee to evaluate further 
the usefulness and desirability of conducting further stud
ies; 

19. Endorses the decision of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to grant, at its request, per
manent observer status to the International Maritime Sa
tellite Organization (INMARSA T); 

20. Affirms that the interference that satellite systems 
to be newly established may cause to systems already reg
istered with the International Telecommunication Union 
shall not exceed the limits specified in the relevant provi
sion of the International Telecommunication Union Ra
dio Regulations applicable to space services; 

21. Requests ali organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system and other intergovernmental 
organizations working in the field of outer space or on 
space-related matters to co-operate in the implementation 
of the recommendations of the Conference; 

22. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-second session on the im
plementation of the recommendations of the Conference; 

23. Requests the specialized agencies and other inter
national organizations to continue and, where appropri
ate, enhance their co-operation with the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to provide it with pro
gress reports on their work relating to the peaceful uses of 
outer space; 

24. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space to continue its work, in accordance with the 
present resolution, to consider, as appropriate, new pro
jects in outer space activities and to submit a report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-second session, including its 
views on which subjects should be studied in the future. 

95th plenary meeting 
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41/65. Principies relating to remote sensing of the 
Earth from outer space 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 3234 (XXIX) of 12 November 

1974, in which it requested the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space and its Legal Sub-Committee to con
sider the question of the legal implications of remote sens
ing of the Earth from space, as well as its resolutions 3388 
(XXX) of 18 November 1975, 31/8 of 8 November 1976, 
32/196 A of 20 December 1977, 33/16 of 10 November 
1978, 34/66 of 5 December 1979, 35/14 of 3 November 
1980, 36/35 of 18 November 1981, 37/89 of 10 December 
i982, 38/80 of 15 December 1983, 39/96 of 14 December 
1984 and 40/162 of 16 December 1985, in which it called 
for a detailed consideration of the legal implications of 
remote sensing of the Earth from space, with the aim of 
formulating draft principies relating to remote sensing, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on its twenty-ninth session20 

and the text of the draft principies relating to remote sens
ing of the Earth from space, annexed thereto, 

Noting with satisfaction that the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses ofOuter Space, on the basis ofthe delibera
tions of its Legal Sub-Committee, has endorsed the text of 
the draft principies relating to remote sensing of the Earth 
from space, 

Believing that the adoption of the principies relating to 
remote sensing of the Earth from space will con tribute to 
the strengthening of international co-operation in this 
field, 

Adopts the principies relating to remote sensing of the 
Earth from space set forth in the annex to the present reso
lution. 

ANNEX 

95th plenary meeting 
3 December 1986 

Principies Relating to Remote Sensing of the Earth from Outer Space 

Principie I 

For the purposes of thesc principies with respect lo remole sensing ac
tivities: 

(a) The lerm ··remole sensing'" means the sensing ofthe Earth's sur
face from space by making use of the properties of electromagnetic waves 
emitted, reflected or diff"racted by the sensed objects, for the purpose of 
improving natural resources management, land use and the protection of 
the environment; 

(b) The term "primary data'" means those raw data lhal are acquired 
by remole sensors borne by a space object and thal are transmitted or de
livered to the ground from space by telemetry in the form of electromag
netic signals, by photographic film, magnetic tape or any other means; 

(e) The lerm "processed data" means the products resulting from 
the processing of lhe primary data, needed in order to make such data us
a ble: 
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(e/) The term "analysed informatíon" means the information result
ing from the interpretation of processed data, inputs of data and knowl
edge from other sourccs; 

(e) The term "remole sensing activities" means the operatíon of 
remote sensing space systems, primary data collection and storage sta
tions, and activities in processing, inlerpreting and disseminating the 
processed data. 

Principie II 

Remole sensing activities shall be carried out for the benefit and in the 
interests of ali countries, irrespective of their degree of economic, social 
or scientific and technological development, and taking into particular 
consideration the needs of the developing countries. 

Pri nciple I II 

Remole sensing activities shall be conducted in accordance with inter
national law, including the Charter ofthe United Nations, the Treaty on 
Principies Governing the Activities ofStates in the Exploration and Use 
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,24 and 
the relevan! instruments ofthe lnternational Telecommunication Union 

Principie IV 

Remole sensing aclivities shall be conducted in accordance with the 
principies contained in article I of the Treaty on Principies Goveming 
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, in
cluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, which, in particular pro
vides that the exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for 
the benefit and in the interests of ali countries, irrespective oftheir degree 
of economic or scientific development, and stipulates the principie of 
freedom of exploration and use of outer space on a basis of equality. 
These activities shall be conducted on the basis of respect for the princi
pie of full and permanent sovereignty of ali States and peoples over their 
own wealth and natural resources, with due regard to the rights and in
terests, in accordance with international law, of other States and entities 
under their jurisdiction. Such activities shall not be conducted in a man
ner detrimental to the legitimate rights and interests of the sensed State. 

Principie V 

States carrying out remole sensing aclivities shall promote interna
tional co-operation in these activities. To this end, they shall make avail
able to other Stales opportunities for participation therein. Such partici
pation shall be based in each case on equitable and mutually acceptable 
terms. 

Principie VI 

In order to maximize the availability of benefits from remote sensing 
activities, States are encouraged through agreements or other arrange
ments to provide for the establishment and operation of data collecting 
and storage stations and processing and interpretation facilities, in par
ticular within the framework of regional agreements or arrangements 
wherever feasible. 

Principie Vil 

States participating in remote sensing activities shall make available 
technical assistance to other intercsted States 011 mutually agreed term, 

Principie Vl Il 

The United Nations and the relevan! agencies within the Umted Na
tions system shall promote international co-operation, including techni
cal assistance and co-ordination in the area of remole sensing. 

Pri nciple IX 

In accordance with article IV of the Convention on RegiMration of 
Objects Launched into Outer Spacc25 and article XI of the Treaty on 
Principies Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use 
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, a State 
carrying out a programme of remole sensing shall inform the Secretary
General of the United Nations. lt shall, moreover, make available any 
other relevan! information to the greatest extent feasible and practicahlr 

24 Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex. 
25 Resolution 323'i (XXIX), annex 

to any other State, particularly any developing country that ts atfected by 
the programme, at 1ts request. 

Principie X 

Remole sensing shall promote thc protection ofthe Earth's natural en
vironment. 

To this end, States participating in remole sensing activities that have 
identified information in their possession that is capable of averting any 
phenomenon harmful to the Earth's natural environment shall disclose 
such information to States concerned 

Pri nciple XI 

Remole sensing shall promote the protection of mankind from natural 
disasters. 

To this end, States participating in remole sensing activities that havc 
identified processed data and analysed information in their possession 
that may be useful to States atfected by natural disasters, or likely to be 
atfected by impending natural disasters, shall transmit such data and in
formation to States concerned as promptly as possible. 

Principie XII 

As soon as the primary data and the processed data concerning the ter
ritory under its jurisdiction are produced, the sensed Sta te shall have ac
cess to them on a non-discriminatory basis and on reasonable cost terms 
The sensed State shall also have access to the available analysed informa
tion concerning the territory under its jurisdiction in the possession of 
any State participating in remole sensing activities on the same hasis and 
terms, taking particularly into account the nccds and interests of the de
veloping countries. 

Principie XIII 

To promote and intensify international co-operation, especially with 
regard to the needs of developing countries, a State carrying out remole 
sensing of the Earth from outer space shall, u pon request, enter into con
sultations with a State whose territory is sensed in order to make avail
able opportunities for participation and enhance thc mutual benefits to he 
derived therefrom. 

Principie XIV 

In compliance w1th article VI of the Treaty on Principies Governing 
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, in
cluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, States opcrating remote 
sensing satellites shall bear international responsibility for their activitie, 
and assure that such activities are conducted in accordance with these 
principies and the norms of international law, irrespective of whether 
such activities are carried out by governmental or non-governmental en
tities or through international organizations to which such States are 
parties. This principie i, without prejudicc to the applicahility or the 
norms of international law on State responsibility for remole sensing ac· 
tivities. 

Principie XV 

Any dispute re,ultmg from the application ofthese pnnciples shall he 
resolved through !he establíshed procedures for the peaceful settletnenl 
of disputes. 

41/66. Question of the review of the Convention on 
Registration of Objects Launched into Outer 
Space 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the importance of international co
operation in thc field of the exploration and peaceful uses 
of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial 
bodies, and ofpromoting the law in this field ofhuman en
deavour, 

Taking note with appreciation ofthe work accomplished 
by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, in 
particular that of its Legal Sub-Committee, 

Believing that a mandatory system of registering objects 
launched into outer space, in particular, assists in their 
identification and con tributes to the application and devel-


