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Provision of Arabic translation services to the
Generaf Asserrblv and its liain Conrrnittees

tlote bv the Secretariat

t].e General Assenbly questions have been raised
the tinelv production of documentp-tion in the
, sumnarl/r recorcls of tbe -rain Conn,ittees.

2, The nresent pa'rer is sr:l:;littecl "rith 3. vr-el,r to explali'ring t,1..- irlain reasons or''
tiris situation in reference to the present stru-cturc of tLre,arabj-c.rarislar,ion
Service as rrell as to sqq.-est sorne lossi.ble rene'Lies "

3. Accor,l-ine- to the adninistrative and financia.J, i',rplications conteii.reC ir':
clocurrent A/C.5/Lr(A datecr 20 iloveml:er 1973, r^rhich fornred the's3sfs for ihe
nrovisicn c' -i'-rabic larn;ue.,-c Jervices tc the Cener:l -^.ssembly and its Ilain
Connittees rrncfer resolution jL9) (:ltrltt), the lrearllr volume of translailoi-r r.rorli
envisa"ged- f'or the Arabic Translation Service as a result of -;l.te inclr,r.sicn of Ara-lic
a.nong tbe official and rrorl:ir,,^ l...ngr-r-a3es of the General ,a-ssenbly and its liain
Coruittees rras 'b,o be 22,5AO 'ta{tes. A staffj-nc tabie.-i*rb 3l netnelienr-, tr'"ns,l_r,'ci,6lt, / ^^ ' \posts \22 brr.nsl - tors irncl ll rcvi ssr's ) r,ras estab'l rshed- to unde:rtc':e tlris 'l.."sl i',
o,l.liti,rr'.r nrovision i^ras n:.d-e for six tenrporar-,r Professioria,l sta,ff d-trrin5 sessio:rsYa v v ru

of the Generir-L Asser.ibly to handle the hea-ri.er concentr"a'uion of clccuments and
sllnrnArlr recorcl-s as rrell as to publish the Unitet'i. orations:Igrrus-l in.Arabic" !'his
terry;orarrr assistance could be eicoected to translste air additional f)a pa"r,,es'nesides
the .Iou.rn_al vorl--foacl , thus brinfirrl tl'Le totp.l- yea"rly volutre of trans'l ati()ns tc
23,?-5Q pa-e s.

).p. 4ccordinfrllr. tfue capacit..,' of 'uiie Selvice arnounts to some 1r8lt0 l)aaes a, rronth.
iir the nine'-month period froi.i the encl of t.re C'eneral Assembllr sr:ssion around
mid*Decernber to thc be5iirninl of thc session alrout nid, leptenber oncl sone
2.23O p!.des ir eacb of the three months of the session; rrhen ad.li,tionaL staff i:.
available.
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5. ryhr l'ctL':f I'-l-c-- of r.Jol'-3 l-Lorie-ri;'f', 'locs lt;;t clorl:esDo;i,,i tu t1.is j'a:i,il I even
-'r-''ttern. nh- ilt',ut Jf n*" ,iocirnrnti-',ti..rr is iirrht anci rnuch lrelorr c?-''tlacit,]r frorn ti.e
c;tr. 01' the sess:ior, to tht- e:ri ';r' lrrii, fn tlic period f'rotr tlre liciinnin - of r-ay

to n-r.ai-'ej,te'.rt.1'. r'hsn llrE 1]6l"i< ,)i lrie- session rlocumentation is rcceived-r the
i'...u't sta:rts to increese rairidly') r>resentJ-1' ".a"t-tin.g rrn .:r-th and then e-rceeding
the r:ar.Acity of tl:e Srrvic. lJ'D. sJ.:rstantial- rra::rin, i^..ost lrr'cicr-tlarl-\r tur-ards
the cnd. of July and thro'rghout the nontns of lu.qust and September. Durin5r +.he

r"e:.ular session of the Genercl Assernbl-r., r.'h-en sone 6,OOO to 7,000 Darles of
sumrnary records are I'eceived. the total volume of in^session d-ocumentation
ar.rounrs t'o nore than tliice as r'ruch as the capacity of'the Service. A.s. under
-r,hese circurnstances, the Service cannot be eluected to translate the tota'l
\iorl,loa.d, on a current basi:;, priu,"it). is usually oiven +.o those catcl,ories of'
Coc'uinents ti at a.re indisr,ensalrle to the d-iscussion of tlr.e various a,r'enLfa" itcrns,
ancl- the br,rl-l; of sLtil-rla.rJr records and. a nunber of rer)orts n"re trar:slated- later:,
in the r€Fioci,s vhen the input falis bel-or.r capacity.

6, Fesicles this uneven florr of input, r^rhich. is tht- single most inportant fa"ctor
r)reventinn the tirnely production of documentation, there arc several other factors
of inbala"nce that deserve to be consid-ere.'.

7. First, the S'ervice r.ust trlanslate reports rlealing r''ith actir.ities of such
bodies as the fnternationaf Lerr Commission or the Special Connittce of 2\ r.rhich
oo not fhglrsg'l 1,rqs use Arabic. -nut rhose rerorts to the General !,ss.tmbly are
reqr-rired- in /\rabic. .altl-rout"h everJ. atterrr:t is mail-e to ha-ndle srrcl-t documents
bl-f.tre thc ver:r hc6.v1r innut of tie last euarter of'the;'ear, th^ vol-urnr involved
is so huqe and- the tine-lircits in r'l.ich th.e.r e:re recluired to be transl-a.ted a-r:e

so short tl.'ilt it becornes i,lt,ossible to nroduce each Bnd everlr d-ocunent on tiqe.

B. Seconcr-ly, the $ervice is often assigned- the transl-ation of certain
Fnnr'.rpnf q q,-,matiln..s .rarv srrhstent.-ia'l in si ze- r,rhich are inclu,ied in its nandatc atarr v4d! 

' 

rr

a ver..,r stort notice. In L97 l.t, for er:amllen onl1. a short lrhi.le t,eforc the special-
session of the General- Assembly devoted tc disarmanent (in r,rhich Ara.bic r.{as an
official anC- r,rorl-ing langua,-e), the report of its Ireparatorlr Conmittee (in
r,rhich Arabic r,ra,s not a.n off icial or r,rorl:ing lanluaee), rras recuested to be
trans'l i.r.tec.l int,c lrabic in its entirety (seven volurres involving a, total of
LrT jO pages cf lri,lric tran-ql-ation) for tlre said- session. Sinil-arly, in both
l(rTT ar-r(r, f978, the Yearboor'on'-)isarr-anent, t<;ta-Jling sorne 500 Dagesr T{as received
for translatior.l aniL is noir exiecterl to b'e tr,,rt of the I'epufar:/carltrr r'rcrllloa"C'.

:', Th.ir,Jiy, the Service has lrecn fr"eoue.ntly catled upon to service conferences
l:elrr, ar,rail frorrr'iead-O.ir.arters. In L978, for exanpler it nrovidecl f-ulI transl-ation
scr"viccs to the Conference on the Carriage of Good.s b)"jea, the Conference on
the LcLr" of the Sea. arri, the Cooference on Technical Co.*operation arnonf ],levelooing
Countries. 'Ihis has reduced considerabfv tlee nllrber of transla-tor-da1ts oo-.'labie
ro the Service.

10. At a"n1r event, if i,ccount is taken only of the reeular rrorkloaC ot'General
As-eernblw |loe;men*ofr'nn fho t^fal VOlUme assigned tO the SerVice on an average
year a,:,tcunts to nore tht.rr 2L+,7AC pages, of tvhich. only a,bout 21000 pailes are
received frorrr the end- of the session to the end of April. !'rom t]:e t,eginninq of
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1ia]'tc:riiC Se'rrr.etr'1'rq.1 , the volurre of r,a.terial receivecl cfin,bs tO SJtr.,e T,ilOO pages,
a-roltt ilal f' ot' tihich a-re accolr,nt e,l for in the periorl A.u,qust".mi61.. Srsr_.tenbL,r alone.
fi. ttcc tht- canacity s1' the Svrvice Lurin/' the la"tter perio,l,) a.s is ciear f'romparalraith L aibov.-, is onl.r atrou.t 2r7OO .itafles, the translation r^rorliloatl in excess
of c:rrli:ci'u}r svcl'unts to sorne 300 pa,qes. rrinalll., during the three months of
ti-re :ession frorn I'tid-Sette:rber to about ilid-.lrecerr:ber, the alnroxima.tely
B r SOO T-'ases of docurnents rec.ived rxceed the Serrrice's capacitlr of 6 r7bo paees
Ly 1,800 pages. 1t th. satte titn., the volume of'sumnarl,r records received-.
amounting to sol:e ()r',,aO ratres, is tota,lly in excess of capacity.

lf. It is clear. then, that if the Service is to cor.nrlete the total v<-rlume of
the reou.ire,:i trenslation riithin the slrcifie,l- tir:re*finits- a sufficient, number
of aclditional- staff rrust be recru,it.:c1 . Since exlerience has provecl that thepe.ttern indicateci by the foreooinq figures rena.ir.s substantia,lly the sane from
one )rca,r to another, these fioures can safeiy be used as a basis f'or anrr neasures
that mr3ht be envisa..'ed to rectiflr the situation. Accordinrl1,, to r-eal rrith the
excess workload- of rre.-sessi.on docurrnentation in the per.iocl fron the beginning
of ,August to ntid.-Septeut,er" provision r.r,ist be nade for the recruitment of an
i:.dditional nine short*terr'l staff (sil: transla.tors a-nd three revisers). The
senrices of this staff sl'oi-tld be retainecl for tlre d-uration of the session-to deal
r.ritlr ercess docurnentation, r+hile an e.id.rtional colrplement of 2T short*,term staff(fB tra.nsla.tors a.nd 9 revisers ) shoul,r be recruitecl r,rith effect f'rorn I (lctober
to deaf rrrith thc. et(cess r.ror].:load of'sumnary record.s. ft is to be noted, holrever,
that if such a r'leasure is atlonted, anri the total volul.te of rlre-.session a_ncl
in-session docu.ncnta--tion is conrnletecl on tinre" nore than half the capacillr s1
the present lermanent esta.blishnr.ent of the Service r^rould rrnain unoccut-'ied" in
thc nerioC from the enrl of the session to the cnd of llril sinct there r,'ould be
no backlog to e;ttrapte its efforts as at lresent.

L2, l'ieanrihil-e, it sitor,rlC be stressecl tha,t the Araf,ic Tra.nslation ltervice is
making €vcry effort to meet all the cfaims on its services in trtt- nost effective
manner t-rossibl-e unc.'er the prevaifin,- circurostances, and its pcrfornance compares
fa.vour:rbfy rrith that of the other Translation Services.


