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O r i q i n a l : ENGLISH 

CC»1MISSI0N ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

S u b - C o n u n i s s i o n on P r e v e n t i o n 
o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s 
P o r t v - t h i r d S e s s i o n 
Aqenda i t e m б 

OUESTION OP THE VIOLATION OP HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, 
INCLUDING TOLICIES OP RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION AND 
OF APARTHEID, IN ALL COUNTRIES, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES: REPORT 
OP THE SUB-COMMISSION UNDER COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
w h i c h i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 Í X L I V ) . 

1 . A n t i - S l a v e r v I n t e r n a t i o n a l (ASI) w i s h e s t o r e c o r d i t s s u p p o r t f o r 
the peace P l a n p u t f o r w a r d bv t he S e c r e t a r v - G e n e r a l o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
and a p p r o v e d bv t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l ( r e s o l u t i o n 658 /1990) and f o r t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s M i s s i o n f o r t he Re fe rendum i n 
W e s t e r n S a h a r a (MINURSO) a p p r o v e d by t he S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l on 17 May 1991 
( r e s o l u t i o n 6 4 0 / 1 9 9 1 ) . 

RESOLUTION 8 ( X X I I I ) 

W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by A n t i - S l a v e r y I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
a n o n - q o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s 

( c a t e g o r y I I ) 

f l 3 A u g u s t 19911 

W e s t e r n S a h a r a 
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2 . A S I was t he f i r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n t o b r i n q t o an i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o rum t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r POLISARIO (Commiss ion on Human R i q h t s , 
Ma rch 1 9 7 6 ) , under t h e agenda i t e m r e l a t i n g t o v i o l a t i o n o f human r i g h t s and 
f u n d a m e n t a l f r eedoms w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e t o c o l o n i a l and o t h e r d e p e n d e n t 
t e r r i t o r i e s ) and t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o 
the r i q h t o f p e o p l e s under c o l o n i a l and a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
(Sub-Ccanmiss ion on P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s , 
Auqus t 1 9 7 7 ) . 

3 . A S I we lcomes t h e c e s s a t i o n o f h o s t i l i t i e s a f t e r 18 y e a r s o f s t r u q g l e 
and u r g e s t h a t the g r e a t e s t s u p p o r t be g i v e n by member S t a t e s t o t he 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r W e s t e r n S a h a r a , M r . J o h a n n e s M a n z , 
i n h i s d e l i c a t e t a s k o f i m p l e m e n t i n g the r e f e r e n d u m p l a n , w h i c h i s u n i g u e . 
I t hopes t h a t e v e r y e f f o r t w i l l be made t o keep t o the p l a n n e d t i m e t a b l e . 
I n p a r t i c u l a r A S I wou ld l i k e t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f t h e 
r e f e r e n d u m , some o f w h i c h s h o u l d be r e s o l v e d t h r o u q h t h e o n q o i n q n e g o t i a t i o n s 
be tween POLISARIO, t he Government o f Mo rocco and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e : 

(a) R e p a t r i a t i o n o f S a h a r a w i r e f u g e e s : UNHCR h a s n o t y e t s e c u r e d a l l 
t he c o n t r i b u t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r i t s wo rk . I t i s n o t c l e a r how the r e f u g e e s 
w i l l t r a v e l o r where t h e y w i l l s t a y . 

(b) M o r o c c a n p r e s e n c e : a f t e r September 1 9 9 1 , w i t h t h e r e d u c t i o n o f 
t he M o r o c c a n army t o 6 5 , 0 0 0 , t he S a h a r a w i s w i l l s t i l l be ou tnumbered by t h e 
M o r o c c a n s by t h r e e t o o n e . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r c e i s o n l y 1 ,695 t r o o p s . I t 
i s n o t c l e a r how the " n e u t r a l i z a t i o n " o f p o l i c e and p a r a m i l i t a r v f o r c e s w i l l 
be a c h i e v e d . 

(c) S o v e r e i g n t y ; M o r o c c o ' s a n n e x a t i o n o f W e s t e r n S a h a r a h a s n e v e r 
been o f f i c i a l l y r e c o g n i z e d by t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r by any f o r e i g n 
Governmen t . However , d u r i n g t h e r e f e r e n d u m , a c c o r d i n q t o t h e amended p l a n 
o f A p r i l 1 9 9 1 , t he i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l r e m a i n i n the hands 
o f M o r o c c o . The p l a n o f June 1990 i n d i c a t e d t h a t t he t e r r i t o r y w o u l d be 
under U n i t e d N a t i o n s s o v e r e i q n t y d u r i n q t he p e r i o d . T h i s a r rangemen t i s n o t 
p r o b l e m a t i c i f t h e outcome o f t h e r e f e r e n d u m i s t h e e v e n t u a l i n t e g r a t i o n o f 
the t e r r i t o r y i n t o M o r o c c o . I f , h o w e v e r , t he r e f e r e n d u m ' s outcome i s t o o p t 
f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t i s n o t a u s p i c i o u s . 

(d) R e s o u r c e s ; a l t h o u g h t he p l a n h a s r e c e i v e d good f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t 
t h e r e i s no m a r g i n f o r d e l a y . T h e r e seem t o be no c o n t i n g e n c y p l a n s no r 
r e s o u r c e s i f t h i n g s qo w r o n g . 

4 . Whatever t h e r e s u l t o f t h e r e f e r e n d u m t h e r e w i l l be many p r o b l e m s s t i l l 
t o r e s o l v e and A S l u r g e s t h a t t he s i t u a t i o n c o n t i n u e t o be m o n i t o r e d w i t h 
r e g a r d t o human r i g h t s . 


