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W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by t h e I n d i a n Law R e s o u r c e C e n t e r , a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s ( r o s t e r ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d t h e f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n w h i c h i s 
c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h E c o n o m i c and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

1 . The Yanomami I n d i a n s o f B r a z i l c o n t i n u e t o be d e v a s t a t e d by d i s e a s e and 
m a l n u t r i t i o n as the r e s u l t o f t h e i n v a s i o n o f t h e i r l a n d by g o l d m i n e r s . B u t 
t he P r e s i d e n t o f B r a z i l i s now t a k i n g s i g n i f i c a n t s t e p s t owa rd remov ing t he 
m i n e r s , p r o v i d i n g h e a l t h c a r e and p r o t e c t i n g t h e Yanomami t e r r i t o r y . The 
p o s i t i v e s t e p s now b e i n g t a k e n a r e no d o u b t due i n p a r t t o t he c o n s t r u c t i v e 
and h u m a n i t a r i a n r o l e o f t he C h a i r m a n - R a p p o r t e u r o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s W o r k i n g 
Group on I n d i g e n o u s P o p u l a t i o n s , t o t he p e r s o n a l i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and t o t h e s u p p o r t o f v a r i o u s o f f i c e s and 
a g e n c i e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
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2 . A l t h o u g h i m p o r t a n t s t e p s a r e now b e i n g t a k e n by t h e B r a z i l i a n Gove rnmen t , 
t h e s e s t e p s w i l l n o t s t o p t h e d y i n g and t h e s u f f e r i n g o f t h e Yanomami u n l e s s 
t h e Government t a k e s f u r t h e r c o n c r e t e measu res t o d e m a r c a t e t h e Yanomami l a n d , 
t o remove a l l t he g o l d m i n e r s and t o p r o v i d e o n g o i n g m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s . The 
P r e s i d e n t o f B r a z i l must be s u p p o r t e d and e n c o u r a g e d t o t a k e t h e f u r t h e r 
n e c e s s a r y s t e p s . 

B a c k g r o u n d 

3 . The Yanomami a r e p e r h a p s t h e most i s o l a t e d ma jo r g r o u p o f I n d i a n s i n t h e 
A m e r i c a s , h a v i n g r e m a i n e d a l m o s t w i t h o u t c o n t a c t u n t i l t he l a s t s e v e r a l 
y e a r s . They l i v e i n w i d e l y s c a t t e r e d v i l l a g e s o r m a l o c c a s i n t h e f a r n o r t h o f 
B r a z i l , i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e a c h e s o f t h e Amazon r a i n f o r e s t . There a r e now 
p e r h a p s e i g h t o r n i n e t h o u s a n d Yanomami l i v i n g i n B r a z i l . 

4 . In 1987 , d e s p i t e Government p r o m i s e s t o d e m a r c a t e and p r o t e c t t h e 
Yanomami t e r r i t o r y , t h o u s a n d s o f g o l d m i n e r s were p e r m i t t e d t o i n v a d e t he 
Yanomami l a n d s . W i t h i n two y e a r s , some 4 5 , 0 0 0 g o l d m i n e r s , o r g a r i m p e i r o s , 
were i n t h e Yanomami l a n d s , i n c o m p l e t e v i o l a t i o n o f B r a z i l i a n l a w , bu t w i t h 
t he s o m e t i m e s - a c t i v e a s s i s t a n c e o f e l e m e n t s i n t he B r a z i l i a n Governmen t . The 
Government b a r r e d f rom t h e a r e a m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l and o t h e r s who c o u l d h e l p 
t h e Yanomami , r e d u c i n g m e d i c a l s e r v i c e t o a l m o s t n o t h i n g . 

5 . The g o l d m i n e r s b r o u g h t w i t h them m a l a r i a and a h o s t o f o t h e r d i s e a s e s t o 
w h i c h t h e Yanomami have no r e s i s t a n c e and no means o f t r e a t m e n t . The r i v e r s 
were and s t i l l a r e t o r n u p , p o l l u t e d and p o i s o n e d w i t h m e r c u r y , t h e Yanomami ' s 
n a t u r a l f o o d s o u r c e s were p o i s o n e d o r d e s t r o y e d , as were t he f o r e s t s a l o n g t h e 
r i v e r s i n t h e m i n i n g a r e a s . 

6 . Soon Yanomami began t o d i e f r o m m a l a r i a and t h e o t h e r d i s e a s e s b r o u g h t by 
t he m i n e r s and f rom the e f f e c t s o f m a l n u t r i t i o n . Many e n t i r e v i l l a g e s s i m p l y 
d i s a p p e a r e d due t o t h e d e a t h s o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s . No one knows t h e a c t u a l 
number o f Yanomami t h a t have d i e d as a r e s u l t o f t he i n v a s i o n , bu t i n f o r m e d 
e s t i m a t e s a r e t h a t t h e t o l l i s 1 ,500 t o 2 , 0 0 0 . These f o u r y e a r s o f h o r r o r 
have been d e s c r i b e d by e x p e r t s a s g e n o c i d e . 

The p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n 

7 . I n T ^ r i l o f t h i s y e a r , D a v i Kopenawa Yanomami t o l d o f a r e c e n t v i s i t he 
had made t o a v e r y remote a r e a , where he had assumed the p e o p l e were s a f e f r o m 
t h e d i s e a s e s o f t h e m i n e r s . To h i s h o r r o r , he f o u n d t h a t many v i l l a g e s t h e r e 
had c o m p l e t e l y p e r i s h e d f r om the d i s e a s e s - e v e r y o n e d e a d , w i t h o u t any m e d i c a l 
c a r e and t h e w o r l d unaware o f t h e i r p a s s i n g . 

8 . S l o w l y and f i t f u l l y t he Government , a y e a r and a h a l f a g o , began t o make 
e f f o r t s t o remove t h e g a r i m p e i r o s and t o d e a l w i t h t h e h e a l t h p r o b l e m s . The 
number o f g o l d m i n e r s i n t h e a r e a was g r e a t l y r e d u c e d , bu t t h o u s a n d s o f g o l d 
m i n e r s have c o n t i n u e d t o r e i n v a d e t h e a r e a . R e c e n t l y , f e d e r a l p o l i c e 
e s t i m a t e d t h a t a t l e a s t 8 , 0 0 0 g a r i m p e i r o s rema ined i n t he c e n t r a l Yanomami 
a r e a a l o n e . Much g r e a t e r e f f o r t w i l l be r e q u i r e d t o remove a l l o f them and t o 
p r e v e n t t h e i r r e t u r n . 
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9 . A c c o r d i n g t o a B r a z i l i a n n e w s p a p e r , t he Government d e s t r o y e d 
some 49 a i r s t r i p s used by t h e m i n e r s o u t o f a t o t a l o f abou t 1 2 0 . Of 
t h e 49 d e s t r o y e d , 20 have a l r e a d y been r e p a i r e d and a r e i n use a g a i n . In June 
D a v i Kopenawa f l e w w i t h Governmnt o f f i c i a l s o v e r a l a r g e p a r t o f t he Yanomami 
t e r r i t o r y and o b s e r v e d many o f t h e s e a i r s t r i p s i n use and m i n i n g g o i n g on i n 
many a r e a s . In t h e r e g i o n o f t h e U r a r i c o e r a R i v e r , f o r e x a m p l e , he o b s e r v e d 
a t l e a s t 60 r a f t s u s e d f o r d r e d g i n g the r i v e r . O t h e r s have seen as many 
as 100 r a f t s i n t h a t a r e a a l o n e . 

M a l a r i a c o n t i n u e s o u t o f c o n t r o l 

1 0 . Though some m e d i c a l s e r v i c e i s now b e i n g p r o v i d e d , t h e h e a l t h s i t u a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e s t o be p r e c a r i o u s . N a t i o n a l H e a l t h F o u n d a t i o n p e r s o n n e l r e p o r t e d 
t h a t i n May 70 p e r c e n t o f t he p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e S u r u c u c u s a r e a was d i a g n o s e d 
as h a v i n g m a l a r i a . In t h e X i d e a a r e a 40 p e r c e n t have m a l a r i a . In t he Homoxi 
a r e a i t i s 67 p e r c e n t , and a t P a a p i u 46 pe r c e n t o f t he Yanomami have 
m a l a r i a . A n o t h e r o b s e r v e r a t P a a p i u f o u n d 50 p e r c e n t w i t h m a l a r i a , and h a l f 
o f t h e s e c a s e s were t h e F a l c i p a r u m s t r a i n , w h i c h i s o f t e n f a t a l . The N a t i o n a l 
H e a l t h F o u n d a t i o n r e p o r t s t h a t 90 p e r c e n t o f a l l d e a t h s o f Yanomami a r e 
c a u s e d by m a l a r i a - a r e s u l t o f t h e i n v a s i o n o f t h e m i n e r s . H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s 
f o r m a l a r i a have i n c r e a s e d by 50 p e r c e n t , we a r e t o l d , s i n c e J a n u a r y o f t h i s 
y e a r . 

1 1 . The h e a l t h p r o j e c t d e v e l o p e d t h i s y e a r i s a good o n e , b u t i t has no t been 
c a r r i e d ou t as i t s h o u l d b e . There i s a g r e a t need f o r a d d i t i o n a l f u n d s . 

1 2 . D a v i Kopenawa Yanomami r e c e n t l y r e p o r t e d t o the N a t i o n a l H e a l t h 
F o u n d a t i o n abou t the t r a g i c s i t u a t i o n o f most o f t he Yanomami v i l l a g e s . He 
s a i d : 

"The v i l l a g e s c l o s e t o t h e S u r u c u c u s H o s p i t a l a r e up t o e i g h t h o u r s ' 
wa lk t h r o u g h mud and k n e e - d e e p w a t e r . The o t h e r s a r e many days 
w a l k . . . . The p e o p l e who a r e i n t he h o s p i t a l came w a l k i n g t h r o u g h t he 
f o r e s t , t he s i c k e s t ones were c a r r i e d f o r d a y s , and many d i e d on the w a y . " 

He e m p h a s i z e d t he s p e c i a l need f o r h e l i c o p t e r s t o e n a b l e t he m e d i c a l teams t o 
r e a c h the v i l l a g e s . He s a i d : 

"I am s t i l l v e r y w o r r i e d because t h e g o l d p r o s p e c t o r s a r e r e t u r n i n g 
t o i n v a d e Yanomami l a n d s , b r i n g i n g d i s e a s e s and r e b u i l d i n g the l a n d i n g 
s t r i p s i n t h e g o l d - m i n i n g a r e a s . W i t h t h e r e t u r n o f t h e g o l d 
p r o s p e c t o r s , and even more so w i t h o u t h e l i c o p t e r s , my p e o p l e w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o d i e . " 

P o s i t i v e Government m e a s u r e s ; more i s needed 

1 3 . In A p r i l a number o f v e r y f a v o u r a b l e s t e p s were t a k e n by t he B r a z i l i a n 
Gove rnmen t : 

1 . The two d e c r e e s t h a t had c r e a t e d an a r c h i p e l a g o o f 19 s e p a r a t e 
i s l a n d s o f Yanomami l a n d s and d r a s t i c a l l y r e d u c e d t h e i r l a n d a r e a were r e v o k e d . 
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2. The Government a l s o r e v o k e d t he d e c r e e s t h a t had c r e a t e d t h r e e 
g o l d - m i n i n g r e s e r v e s i n t h e Yanomami t e r r i t o r y . 

3. The M i n i s t r y o f J u s t i c e , by d e c r e e , c l o s e d t he e n t i r e Yanomami a r e a 
to a l l i n v a d e r s f o r a p e r i o d o f s i x months d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t he d e m a r c a t i o n 
o f the Yanomami a r e a wou ld be s t u d i e d . 

In J u n e , P r e s i d e n t F e r n a n d o C o l l o r de M e l l o a g a i n o r d e r e d f e d e r a l p o l i c e t o 
e x p e l the g o l d m i n e r s f rom the Yanomami l a n d i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h an e a r l i e r 
F e d e r a l C o u r t d e c i s i o n . O n l y a few d a y s a g o , f u n d s were r e l e a s e d t o p e r m i t 
the p o l i c e to t a k e a c t i o n . O f f i c i a l s p o i n t ou t t h a t much more money w i l l be 
needed t o remove a l l t he g o l d m i n e r s and t o p r e v e n t t h e i r r e t u r n . 

14 . The Government a l s o a g r e e d t o a c c e p t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o f f e r o f 
a s s i s t a n c e . S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l J a v i e r Pérez de C u é l l a r w r o t e t o 
P r e s i d e n t C o l l o r o f f e r i n g " h u m a n i t a r i a n a i d " t h r o u g h UNICEF , WHO and t he I L O , 
and e x p r e s s i n g c o n c e r n f o r t h e s u r v i v a l o f t he Yanomami d e s p i t e t he p o s i t i v e 
s t e p s t a k e n by the P r e s i d e n t . In A p r i l , t he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l met p r i v a t e l y 
w i t h D a v i Kopenawa t o r e v i e w t h e s i t u a t i o n , and he p r o m i s e d a s s i s t a n c e a t t h a t 
t i m e . T h i s e x t e m e l y i m p o r t a n t and u n p r e c e d e n t e d m e e t i n g has h e l p e d t o 
d e m o n s t r a t e the w o r l d w i d e c o n c e r n f o r the s u r v i v a l o f t he Yanomami and t h e 
u r g e n c y o f s u p p o r t i n g a l l e f f o r t s t o s t o p t he i n v a s i o n o f t h e Yanomami l a n d 
and t o p r o v i d e the m e d i c a l c a r e n e c e s s a r y t o s t o p t h e d y i n g f rom m a l a r i a and 
o t h e r d i s e a s e s . 

1 5 . On Monday , 22 J u l y , F U N A I , B r a z i l ' s n a t i o n a l I n d i a n a g e n c y , made an 
o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , o r p a r a c e r , c a l l i n g f o r t he d e m a r c a t i o n 
o f the e n t i r e Yanomami a r e a o f 9 . 4 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s . T h i s d e c i s i o n i s based 
upon a s t u d y o r d e r e d by P r e s i d e n t C o l l o r by a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l and l e g a l 
e x p e r t s . The l a n d a r e a recommended i s t h e same as t he t r a d i t i o n a l l a n d a r e a 
r e c o g n i z e d by t he F e d e r a l C o u r t and by t h e I n t e r - A m e r i c a n Commiss i on on Human 
R i g h t s . I t i s the a r e a t h a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n f o r t he C r e a t i o n o f t h e Yanomami 
Park and p r a c t i c a l l y a l l o t h e r e x p e r t s and human r i g h t s a d v o c a t e s have u r g e d 
the Government t o d e m a r c a t e . 

16 . A f t e r a 3 0 - d a y p e r i o d f o r p u b l i c comment, t h i s recommenda t i on w i l l be 
s u b m i t t e d f o r f i n a l a p p r o v a l by t h e P r e s i d e n t . 

1 7 . There has been a s t o r m o f o p p o s i t i o n f rom the m i n i n g i n t e r e s t s , f r om 
l e a d e r s o f t he g a r i m p e i r o s and f rom the g o v e r n o r s o f t he t h r e e S t a t e s i n t h e 
r e g i o n . U n l e s s P r e s i d e n t C o l l a r c a n w i t h s t a n d t h i s c r i t i c i s m and c a r r y 
t h r o u g h w i t h h i s a p p a r e n t i n t e n t i o n t o d e m a r c a t e and p r o t e c t t he a r e a , a l l t h e 
r e c e n t p o s i t i v e s t e p s w i l l be e n t i r e l y i n e f f e c t i v e . 

1 8 . Not o n l y must t he P r e s i d e n t a p p r o v e t h e d e m a r c a t i o n , bu t t h e r e must be 
c r e a t e d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e scheme f o r t h e t o t a l p r o t e c t i o n t o t he Yanomami 
t e r r i t o r y . T h i s w i l l have t o i n c l u d e d e m a r c a t i o n and p o l i c i n g t o p r e v e n t 
r e i n v a s i o n , m u c h - i n c r e a s e d h e a l t h s e r v i c e s w i t h h e l i c o p t e r s , e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
r e s t o r a t i o n and e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n . 

1 9 . G r o s s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , even g e n o c i d e , c a n and do o c c u r i n 
s i t u a t i o n s such as t h i s , where p o w e r f u l p r i v a t e i n t e r e s t s t r a m p l e upon human 
l i v e s , a c t i n d e f i a n c e o f n a t i o n a l l a w s and e x e r t t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and e c o n o m i c 
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power to p r e v e n t o r d e l a y gove rnmen t a c t i o n t o p r o t e c t t he v i c t i m s . J u s t a s 
i t i s ou r d u t y t o m o n i t o r and c r i t i c i z e t he p e r f o r m a n c e o f Gove rnmen ts i n t he 
o b s e r v a n c e and p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s , i t i s a l s o ou r d u t y t o g i v e s u p p o r t 
and encou ragemen t t o g e n u i n e gove rnmen t measu res f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f human 
r i g h t s . We s h o u l d g i v e e v e r y p o s s i b l e s u p p o r t t o t h e P r e s i d e n t o f B r a z i l and 
t o a l l t h o s e who a r e now w o r k i n g t o s t o p t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t he Yanomami and 
t o p r o t e c t t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y . They s h o u l d have ou r encou ragemen t i n 
o p p o s i n g t h o s e who v a l u e g o l d more t h a n t he l i v e s o f t h e Yanomami -and more 
t h a n the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t he r a i n f o r e s t and t he r i v e r s . We must c o n t i n u e t o 
o b s e r v e and r e p o r t w h e t h e r t h e Government r e a l i z e s and i m p l e m e n t s t he p o s i t i v e 
measures t h a t have been b e g u n . 

2 0 . We must a l s o c o n t i n u e t o g i v e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m s t h a t have no t 
been s u f f i c i e n t l y a d d r e s s e d . The C a l h a N o r t e P r o j e c t c a l l i n g f o r i n t e g r a t i o n 
and e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e n o r t h e r n f r o n t i e r r e g i o n c o n t i n u e s t o be a 
ma jo r p r o b l e m , b e c a u s e d e v e l o p m e n t and s e t t l e m e n t o f t he a r e a - p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h e Yanomami a r e a - a r e d e s t r u c t i v e o f t he r a i n f o r e s t e c o s y s t e m a n d , even 
more i m p o r t a n t , d e s t r u c t i v e o f t he Yanomami p e o p l e t h e m s e l v e s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n 
c a l l s f o r o n g o i n g a t t e n t i o n and i t d r a m a t i z e s t he need f o r I n d i a n and o t h e r 
i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s t o be a b l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y and f u l l y i n t he 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n f e r n e c e on t he E n v i r o n m e n t and Deve lopmen t i n 1 9 9 2 . 


