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COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n on P r e v e n t i o n 

o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s 

F o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 
I tem 6 o f t h e p r o v i s i o n a l agenda 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, INCLUDING 
TOLICIES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION AND OF APARTHEID, IN ALL 
COUNTRIES, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES: RETORT OF THE SUB-COMMISSION UNDER COMMISSION ON 

HUMAN RIGHTS RESOLUTION 8 ( X X I I I ) 

W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s , a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s ( r o s t e r ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d t h e f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n w h i c h 
i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Econom ic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

[28 J u l y 1991] 

1 . We a r e c o m p e l l e d t o r a i s e the s i t u a t i o n i n T i b e t , l i i e r e i s r e l i a b l e 
e v i d e n c e t h a t t he T i b e t a n p e o p l e , who have borne a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n f o r more 
t h a n 40 y e a r s , c o n t i n u e t o s u f f e r a s y s t e m a t i c p a t t e r n o f g r o s s human r i g h t s 
a b u s e s . These r e p o r t e d abuses p e r t a i n t o c o l l e c t i v e and i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s ; 
p e r m e a t e v i r t u a l l y e v e r y a s p e c t o f d a i l y l i f e ; and t o u c h T i b e t a n men, women 
and c h i l d r e n a l i k e . 
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2 . The key human r i g h t s i s s u e i n T i b e t t o d a y i s d e p r i v a t i o n o f t h e T i b e t a n 
p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s has l o n g r e c o g n i z e d 
t h e r i g h t o f p e o p l e s t o " f r e e l y d e t e r m i n e , w i t h o u t e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e , 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s and f r e e l y p u r s u e t h e i r e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t " ( R e s o l u t i o n 2625 ( X X V ) ) . T h i s c o l l e c t i v e r i g h t i s deemed a 
" p r e r e q u i s i t e t o t he f u l l en joymen t o f a l l f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s " 
( G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y r e s o l u t i o n 637 A ( V I I ) ) . The r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 
t he T i b e t a n p e o p l e i s r e c o g n i z e d i n G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y r e s o l u t i o n 1723 ( X V I ) . 

3 . Y e t t h e r e i s p e r s i s t e n t e v i d e n c e t h a t T i b e t a n s a r e d e n i e d t h i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t . The g r a v e s t i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s d e n i a l i s what some 
r e p o r t s c h a r a c t e r i z e as a d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c y o f p o p u l a t i o n t r a n s f e r . S i n c e 
o c c u p y i n g T i b e t i n 1 9 4 9 - 1 9 5 0 , t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a i s r e p o r t e d t o 
have imposed i t s own p o l i t i c a l and e c o n o m i c s y s t e m on T i b e t a n s . A c c o r d i n g t o 
some r e p o r t s , t he P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a i s f u r t h e r i n g t h i s g o a l t h r o u g h 
t he t r a n s f e r o f C h i n e s e i n t o T i b e t a n t e r r i t o r y . B o t h T i b e t a n s and o u t s i d e 
o b s e r v e r s have v o i c e d a l a r m a t t he imminen t p r o s p e c t t h a t T i b e t a n s w i l l become 
a m i n o r i t y i n t h e i r own c o u n t r y . F u r t h e r , t h e r e i s c r e d i b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e 
a r r i v a l o f l a r g e numbers o f C h i n e s e s e t t l e r s and t r o o p s has p r o d u c e d T i b e t a n 
" g h e t t o e s " i n t he p r i n c i p a l c i t i e s , r e s u l t i n g i n i n f l a t i o n and unemployment 
f o r T i b e t a n s . T h i s p o p u l a t i o n t r a n s f e r i s r e p o r t e d t o have r e s u l t e d i n a 
de f a c t o sys tem o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n h o u s i n g , e d u c a t i o n and h e a l t h c a r e 
(See A s i a W a t c h , Human R i g h t s i n T i b e t ( F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 8 ) ; M e r c i l e s s 
R e p r e s s i o n ; Human R i g h t s i n T i b e t (May 1 9 9 0 ) ) . 

4 . D e n i a l o f T i b e t a n s ' r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s d e m o n s t r a t e d by 
numerous human r i g h t s a b u s e s . T i b e t a n s a r e s y s t e m a t i c a l l y d e n i e d t he r i g h t 
o f p e a c e f u l e x p r e s s i o n g u a r a n t e e d by a r t i c l e 19 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n 
o f Human R i g h t s (UDHR). The re a r e p e r s i s t e n t , c r e d i b l e r e p o r t s t h a t T i b e t a n s 
a r e b e i n g a r b i t r a r i l y d e t a i n e d , t o r t u r e d i n c u s t o d y , and even e x e c u t e d f o r 
p e a c e f u l p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t he P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a ' s o c c u p a t i o n o f T i b e t , 
i n v i o l a t i o n o f a r t i c l e s 9 , 5, and 3 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human 
R i g h t s ( A s i a W a t c h , E v a d i n g S c r u t i n y ; V i o l a t i o n s o f Human R i g h t s A f t e r t h e 
C l o s i n g o f T i b e t ( J u l y 1 9 8 8 ) ; M e r c i l e s s R e p r e s s i o n (May 1 9 9 0 ) ; P h y s i c i a n s 
f o r Human R i g h t s , The S u p p r e s s i o n o f a P e o p l e ; A c c o u n t s o f T o r t u r e and 
Impr i sonmen t i n T i b e t (November 1 9 8 9 ) ; Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , P e o p l e ' s 
R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a ; T o r t u r e and I l l - t r e a t m e n t i n D e t e n t i o n o f T i b e t a n s 
( F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 9 , ASA 1 7 / 0 4 / 8 9 ) ) . F o r e x a m p l e , i n s p r i n g o f 1989 T s e t e n Norgye 

was r e p o r t e d t o have been a r r e s t e d i n L h a s a a f t e r p o l i c e s e a r c h e d h i s house 
and f o u n d a mimeograph mach ine a l l e g e d l y used t o p r i n t l i t e r a t u r e a d v o c a t i n g 
i n d e p e n d e n c e (Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l U r g e n t A c t i o n (2 November 1 9 8 9 , 
ASA 1 7 / 9 6 / 8 9 ) ) . Y u l u Dawa T s e r i n g was r e p o r t e d l y a r r e s t e d i n l a t e 1987 o r 
e a r l y 1988 f o r d i s c u s s i n g T i b e t a n i n d e p e n d e n c e and c r i t i c i z i n g C h i n e s e 
p o l i c i e s ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A l e r t , T i b e t i n C h i n a (London A u g u s t 1 9 8 8 ) ) . I t h a s 
been r e p o r t e d t h a t Ngawang Phhu l chung was i m p r i s o n e d f o r 
" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s " w h i c h i n c l u d e d , i n p a r t , t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s i n t o T i b e t a n ( L a w a s i a and T i b e t 
I n f o r m a t i o n N e t w o r k , D e f y i n g t h e Dragon (March 1 9 9 1 ) ) . 

5 . There i s e v i d e n c e t h a t T i b e t a n s a r e d e n i e d f r eedom o f p e a c e f u l a s s e m b l y , 
w h i c h i s g u a r a n t e e d by a r t i c l e 20 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human 
R i g h t s . The V e n e r a b l e Thup ten T s e r i n g was r e p o r t e d l y a r r e s t e d by s e c u r i t y 
o f f i c e r s f o r a s s o c i a t i n g w i t h h i s b r o t h e r , who was v i s i t i n g f rom a b r o a d w i t h 
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an I t a l i a n f r i e n d ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A l e r t , T i b e t i n C h i n a (London A u g u s t 1 9 8 8 ) ) . 
T h e r e i s r e l i a b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t i n May 1991 t h r e e monks were d e t a i n e d a f t e r 
s h o u t i n g p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e s l o g a n s i n L h a s a ( T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n N e t w o r k , 
" A t t e m p t e d P r o t e s t i n L h a s a " (18 May 1 9 9 1 ) ) . The re have been r e p o r t s o f 
e x c e s s i v e f o r c e by C h i n e s e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s on g r o u p s o f T i b e t a n s a s s e m b l e d 
p e a c e f u l l y t o d e m o n s t r a t e f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e . A f o r m e r C h i n e s e government 
j o u r n a l i s t has c l a i m e d t h a t t he B e i j i n g Government e n c o u r a g e d s e c u r i t y f o r c e s 
i n L h a s a t o s h o o t d e m o n s t r a t o r s i n M a r c h 1989 (The O b s e r v e r , "The s e c r e t 
m a s s a c r e " (12 A u g u s t 1 9 9 0 ) ) . E y e w i t n e s s e s c l a i m t h a t i n May 1991 a T i b e t a n 
monk was f a t a l l y s t a b b e d by a p o l i c e m a n d u r i n g a p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n (Kyodo News S e r v i c e , " A s i a n News; A n t i - C h i n e s e D e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
R e p o r t e d i n L h a s a " (4 June 1 9 9 1 ) ) . 

6 . The re i s c r e d i b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t T i b e t a n s a r e r o u t i n e l y d e n i e d f reedom o f 
e x e r c i s e o f r e l i g i o n , a r i g h t g u a r a n t e e d by a r t i c l e 18 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s . I t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t v i r t u a l l y a l l o f T i b e t ' s 
r e l i g i o u s i n f r a s t r u c t u r e has been d e s t r o y e d d u r i n g t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f 
C h i n a ' s o c c u p a t i o n o f T i b e t , b u t o n l y a l i m i t e d number o f t e m p l e s and 
m o n a s t e r i e s have been r e b u i l t . The re i s e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c 
o f C h i n a c o n t r o l s r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e i n T i b e t , f r o m t h e i n d u c t i o n o f new monks 
and n u n s , t o p o l i t i c a l s u p e r v i s i o n o f m o n a s t e r i e s t h r o u g h m o n i t o r s and 
i n f o r m e r s , t o r e s t r i c t i o n o f t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s 
( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Campaign f o r T i b e t , F o r b i d d e n F r e e d o m s ; B e i j i n g ' s C o n t r o l o f 
R e l i g i o n i n T i b e t (September 1990) ; L a w a s i a and T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n Network. , 
D e f y i n g t h e D ragon (March 1 9 9 1 ) ; A s i a W a t c h , M e r c i l e s s R e p r e s s i o n (May 1 9 9 0 ) ) . 
C l a i m s o f r e l i g i o u s r e p r e s s i o n and t h e a r r e s t and i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f monks and 
nuns have been s e t f o r t h i n t he R e p o r t o f S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r M r . A n g e l o V i d a l 
d ' A l m e i d a R i b e r o ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 9 0 / 4 6 ) ) . 

7 . B e g i n n i n g i n 1987 t h e r e have been i n c r e a s i n g r e p o r t s a l l e g i n g a p a t t e r n 
o f d e l i b e r a t e t o r t u r e o f p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , i n v i o l a t i o n o f U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s a r t i c l e 5 and t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a ' s 
o b l i g a t i o n s under t h e C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and O t h e r Forms o f C r u e l , 
Inhuman o r D e g r a d i n g T r e a t m e n t . These have i n c l u d e d r e p o r t s o f t o r t u r e by 
e l e c t r i c s h o c k , by h a n g i n g and by i m m e r s i o n i n f r e e z i n g w a t e r , as w e l l a s 
r e p o r t s o f s e x u a l abuse o f nuns and l a y women ( R e p o r t o f S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
M r . P . K o o i j m a n s ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 9 0 / 1 7 ) ; P h y s i c i a n s f o r Human R i g h t s , The 
S u p p r e s s i o n o f a P e o p l e (November 1 9 8 9 ) ; Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , T o r t u r e and 
I l l - T r e a t m e n t , S p e c i a l R e p o r t (London 1 9 8 9 ) ; L a w a s i a and T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n 
N e t w o r k , D e f y i n g t h e Dragon (March 1 9 9 1 ) ; S . O . S . T o r t u r e , " T o r t u r e Commonplace 
i n T i b e t ' s P r i s o n s " ( A u g u s t / S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 9 ) ) . 

8 . The re a r e p e r s i s t e n t , r e l i a b l e r e p o r t s o f summary e x e c u t i o n s and d e a t h s 
f rom t o r t u r e , i n v i o l a t i o n o f U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s a r t i c l e s 3 
and 5 , and a r t i c l e 6 o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s ( R e p o r t s o f S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r M r . S . Amos Wako ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 9 / 2 5 and 
E / C N . 4 / 1 9 9 0 / 2 2 ) ; Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , " T o r t u r e and I l l - T r e a t m e n t " , S p e c i a l 
R e p o r t (London 1 9 8 9 ) ) . I t has been r e p o r t e d t h a t T i b e t a n s Y e s h i and Tenpa 
C h o e p h e l d i e d i n 1989 f r o m m i s t r e a t m e n t w h i l e i n c u s t o d y ( T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n 
N e t w o r k , " D e a t h f rom p r i s o n i n j u r i e s " 24 and 25 A u g u s t 1 9 9 0 ) ) . I t has b e e n 
c l a i m e d t h a t i n December 1 9 9 0 , 2 0 - y e a r - o l d L h a k p a T s e r i n g was b e a t e n t o d e a t h 
a f t e r b e i n g i m p r i s o n e d f o r p u t t i n g up p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e p o s t e r s ( T i b e t 
I n f o r m a t i o n N e t w o r k , " P r i s o n D e a t h : E v i d e n c e o f A b u s e " (4 M a r c h 1 9 9 1 ) ) . 
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9 . The re i s r e l i a b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t human r i g h t s a b u s e s i n T i b e t r e a c h a c r o s s 
a l l l e v e l s o f T i b e t a n s o c i e t y , and t o u c h e v e n c h i l d r e n . S i n c e l a t e 1989 
R a d i o L h a s a has r e p o r t e d t h e a r r e s t and s e n t e n c i n g o f T i b e t a n c h i l d r e n f o r 
p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e a c t i v i t i e s ( A s i a W a t c h , M e r c i l e s s R e p r e s s i o n (May 1 9 9 0 ) ; 
Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , "One Y e a r Under M a r t i a l Law" (March 1 9 9 0 , 
ASA 1 7 / 1 0 / 9 0 ) ) . I t has been r e p o r t e d t h a t L h a k p a T s e r i n g , a 1 4 - y e a r - o l d b o y , 
was s e n t e n c e d t o two y e a r s ' i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r mak ing p r o - i n d e p e n d e n c e l e a f l e t s 
a t h i s s c h o o l ( T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n N e t w o r k , " 1 4 - Y e a r - O l d G e t s 2 Y r s i n P r i s o n " 
(15 November 1 9 9 0 ) ) . 

1 0 . The re i s e v i d e n c e t h a t T i b e t a n human r i g h t s m o n i t o r s f a c e p u n i s h m e n t f o r 
t h e i r m o n i t o r i n g a c t i v i t i e s . I t has been r e p o r t e d t h a t i n Sep tember 1 9 8 9 , 
T i b e t a n Ngodup was s e n t e n c e d t o 11 y e a r s ' i m p r i s o n m e n t and 4 y e a r s ' 
d e p r i v a t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s f o r c o l l e c t i n g what a p p e a r s t o be b a s i c human 
r i g h t s d a t a ( L a w a s i a and T i b e t I n f o r m a t i o n N e t w o r k , D e f y i n g t h e Dragon 
(March 1 9 9 1 ) ) . 

1 1 . The re a r e r e p o r t s t h a t t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a i s e x p l o i t i n g and 
e x p o r t i n g t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s o f T i b e t w i t h o u t p o p u l a r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
Government d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
r i g h t s t o l i f e and h e a l t h . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

1 2 . The q u e s t i o n o f T i b e t has been b r o u g h t b e f o r e t h e S u b - C o m m i s s i o n 
r e p e a t e d l y , b o t h i n t h e 1960s and more r e c e n t l y . In l i g h t o f t h e a p p a r e n t l y 
a c c e l e r a t i n g p a t t e r n o f s e r i o u s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , i t i s u r g e n t t h a t t h e 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n a c t now. Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s r e s p e c t f u l l y s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e 
b e s t c o u r s e i s f o r t h e S u b - C o m m i s s i o n t o a p p o i n t a S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r t o s t u d y 
and r e p o r t a c c u r a t e l y t h e s i t u a t i o n i n T i b e t . 


