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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

AGEIDA TWL REPORL OF THu SPECT ATUTE O THL CHARTED CF TN UnITED
cATTOLS AND O THCG S_LLDGWLHNIF“ Cr TE ' ROLT CF

ORGANIZATION (continued)
(A/38/33, A/34k/k09, a/3L/357, 4/34/309 and Corr. 1. &/C.6/3L/1.8)

AY (tlew Zealand) said the 1, after four sessions of the Cpecial
ConhlLuee his delesation had howved for more tangible results. devertheless. the
Special COmmittQQ had fulfilled at least part of its mandate by nrescnting the
list of specific proposals on the peaceful settlement of disputes. The methods
of work used in producing the list of proposals would be egually applicable to the
other topics. lis delegation was in favour of continuing the useful work on the
peaceful settlement of disputes. After further reflection by delepaticns, those
ororosals should ve re-examined and elaborated in terms of the second stoge of the
Speciel Committee'’s mendate. That could perhans be done with a view to elaborating
recomriendations for the Sisth Committee and the Genernl Assembly.

2. llis celegation supported the view that the Special Coimittee should now give

priority consideration to the maintenance of international neace and security in
view of the vork already done on the peaceful settlement of disputes. Because
of the vital importance of the maintenance of international peace and security
and its close relation to the work done on the peaceful settlement of disvputes.
his delegation favoured early consideration of thet topic at the next session of
the Special Cormittee.

3. Irs. DB LEGA (Colombia) said thet Colombia had frequently stressed the need
to make certain basic changes in the United iHations Charter in the light of the
experience of the past three decades and thce great chanpges that had taken place
during that time. The main function of the United Nations, and particularly the
Security Council, was the maintenance of internationsl peace and security. The
Organization had done well in preventing the outbreak of a major war: vet. during
the past three decades hostilities of cone Xind or another had broken out no less
than 135 times, seriously endangering peace and well-beingz in the world and
causing great losses in human life and in resources that could have been nut to
better use.

L, The prevention and removal of threats to the peace was the main task of the
United itlations, as set out in Artiele 1 of the Charter. The aim was to seek means
of preventing threats to the peace and encouraging a peaceful soluticn to disputes
before they flared into armed conflict. Ceclombie had already expressed its
concern over the lack of progress made in the peaceful settlement of disputes, and
it supported the suggestion by Austria that a centre Tor investigation and
conciliation might be established, with a flexibility that would contribute to
the direct scttlement of some future disputes. The idea was that some orpans
should have the power of investigating certain disputes and making recommendations
that the parties could refuse to accept or could appeal against before other
bodies of a rezional or other appropriate nature. The conclusions of those
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uod}ﬂr would be submitied to the parties concerned  ond the regnonsibility of
Daiking use of that machinery would lie with States.
olombia also believed that there should be an elaboration of Art ticle 2
agraph 3, which nade it obligatory for liember States to settle their »
ntgrnational disputes by peaceful means. The Charter should contain a clearly
Cefined scriegs of purposcs and principles that would prevent the ignoring of
Charter provisions thet fre equently occurred in practice; they should relatc. for
vlample, to international co-operation for development, collective economic
CCUFluV and general disarmament under effective control. Colombia also attached
special importance Lo the functioning of the Internationzl Court of Justice. which,
25 things stood at present, was not being used to solve problems. His delegation
had confidence in the dispute-settlement procedurcs of the International Court,
and that confidence must be shown by all States if the Court’s sction was to be
effective and to have the nroper scove ané influence. Colombie would continue to
support the compulsory jurisdiction of the Court in disputes which it hed proved
1?D0E51b70 to settle by means of the vcluntary procedurces provided for in the
Charter

o,

C. Colombia was a country noted for its respect for human rights and hed always
sugported action in the United lations to ensure that all countries respected
human rights and fundamental freedows. Tt was a signatory of the Interrational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and of its Optional Protocol, and it hoped
that the Covenant would be accepted by 211l States as an essential element in the
safeguarding of peace. Tis delesation proposed that the Trusteeshiv Council,
vhich had been highly successful in guiding the process of decolonization, should
troaden its functions and take over the trusteeship of human riphts and the fight
againgt colonialism, apartheid end all forms of racial discrimination. It should
then take the title of Council for Human Rights and Trusteeship, and its
menbership should be enlorged so thet it would be truly representetive.

1. Lastly, Colombia sunported the nroposal for an internaticonal instrument that
would hasten the process of codification of the principles and rules concerning
the peaceful settlement of disputes, which should include effective and specific
neasures for dealing with an resolving disputes between States.

8. lie congratulated the Special Ccomuittee on its success in carrying out the
randate entrusted to it in General Assembly resolution 33/94k: Colombia supported
the Soviet draft resolution extendinr~ the Committee’s mandate.

o, I'r. ARWOUSS (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the factors which prevented the
Organlzatlon from maintaining international peace and security should be studied.
Hig delegation felt tha' that failure was primarily due to a misinterpretation of
the Charter and of the role of the Security Council and the Ceneral Assembly anc
%o the unequal perticipation of ilember States in that Tield. The fact that some
countries enjoyed certain exclusive rights hampered the zoluticn of many
international probleus. It was the duty of all countries to support the role of
the United Ifations and enhance its effectiveness in international affairs.

A
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His delegaticn supnorted the 1dea of preparing ¢ declaration to be adopled
oy tue Generdl fsscmbly on the neacefvl settlenent of disputes. Clorever. the
clements of thot deeclarotion should be studied and clarified. A clear definiticn
of international conflict., national sovereirnty, the richt of self-defence as sct
out in srticle 51 of the Charter, and the right of noorles to struggle for

indepenuence, repel aggrescsion and liberate thedir territories wa

5 very imrortanc
His delezation also sunrorted proposal B (vii) in the report (1/3L/33. ». 6)
thot there should be wider use wade of re<ioral arranmements or agencies in the
peaceiul settlenent of aisputes nursuent to Ariticle 52 of the Charter. Ihe

remaining nroposals nceded further study end elaboration. The Special Committes
should avoid duplication of effort with regmard to that towic which had also been
considered vy the bpecial Ccoumittee on Tnhancing the Effcctiveness of the
Principle of the von-Use of orce in International Pelations cnd was dealt with
by an apenda item of the General Assembly.

11. 7lith remard to the rationelization of existing proccdures of the United
‘ations, some of the reconmendations had already been imnlemented. The Speciel
Committee should continue its consideration of the remairing prozosals and try te
reach general cgrecment on thaon.

12. The maintenance of international peacc and security was of vital importance
to all members of the international community. International peace could only be
ensured if all States strictly respected the Charter cf the United laticns and
fulfilled their legal and moral oblipgations. Although the Security Conncil had
the primary responsibility for ensuring the peaceful settlement of international
disputes., it was unable to play its role in that regard. The root of the problen
vas the non-implementation of basie principles contained in the Charter.
Continuing aggregssion and the occupation of the territories of Ilember States

weakened the standing of the Organization.

13. A date should be set for the submission of pronosals and observations by
lleaber States on the present topic so as te allow the Special Committee O draft
a list of proposals, give them further consideration and submit recormendations
to General Assembly.

il.  ilr. DROUSHIOTIS (Cyprus) said that the report of the Special Comnitiee and
the introductory statement by its Chairman at the 30th meeting had provided the
Sixth Committee with a comprehensive analysis of the work of the Special Committee
at its last session. In view of the Special Committee’s background znd history
it was gratifying that at that session it had been able to achieve certain
positive results and that it was in a position to achieve more at its next
session, when it would be piving priority to the question of the maintenance of
international peace and security.

15. llis delesation had always considered that studying ways of strengthening
the role of the Organization did not necessarily involve revision of the Charter.
The fact thot unanimous decilsions taken by the General Assembly and the Security

/oo
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Covneil still remained unimplenented clearly shoved that somelbhins more was
reguired than amendment of the Crarter. To seel other methods va; a vpractical
gpp?oach thet would yield results, and he refeorred in thot connexion Lo
“rticle 109 of the Charter. liowever Cyprus would not whelly exclude provosals

“C aiend the Charter if that could be shown to be necessary, although it
;?ns1ue§ea thet the ineffectivencss of the Organization was the result not of the
vhlarter's provisions but of failure to implement General Assembly and Sccurity

v N - . -

Courcil resolutions.

16, The Special Comnittee had put forvard a list of nroposals as & vesult of its
efforts to allocate priovities for ite future work on the question of the peaceful
$3ttlement of disputes. Ilis delegation wished to draw attention to the proposal
that a Genersl Agsenbly declaration on peaceful settlevent of disputes should be
prepared anc adopted as a first stev towards the preparation of o treaty on the

e, ) ‘ L ,
supject. It appeared from the revort that the prroposal was one on which agreement
ight be possible, and the ides was well wrorth pursuing. In all there were
approximately 10 proposals on which agreement secmed possible. and his delegation

)

c
supported them all. At prescnt, there were situations - and Cvprus was suffering
t "oly resolutions

=t

from such a situation - where States were flouting General Ass
and violating wendatery decisions of the Security Council with impuiity. In such
situations, more effective use should be made ol the cxisting mechinery and of
the provisions of the Charter, particularly those of Chapter VIT, notably

Articles 43, L5, L6 and 47. His delecation had made rclevant proposals at

previous sessions which had appeared in documents AJAC.182/L.7. A/AC.182/1..12/Rev.1l
and A/AC.162/VG/20. During the 1979 session of the Snecial Committee, a number of
new and constructive proposals had been made that deserved further consideration.
de drev attention to the proposals contained in documents A/AC.182/UG.30 (Sierra
Leone), A/AC.182/UG/32 (Yusoslavia) and A/AC.182/7G/35 (Greece). Ye wished
Turther to drawv attention to the working paper submitted by Tl Salvador and
Resania in document A/AC.182/71G/36, which contained a compilation of proposals on
the maintenance of international peace and security tha®t would undoubtedly
facilitate the work of the Special Committee. The Specinsl Committee had also
before it a working paper from the Cypriot delesation which appeared in the

report.

1f. The Special Committee had alsc bepun substantive work on the guestion of the
rationalization of United Hations procedures, and he was glad to note that the
General Assenbly had adopted a nuwiber of the Speciel Committee’s vroposals through
the recomcndation of the Secretary-General in his report (a/3h/320).

as to

16. Cyprus supporied the extension of the Special Comittee’s mandate so
and

enable 1t Lo carry oul its work on the maintenance of international peace

security.
19. Ix. SEALY (Trinidad and Tobapo) said that the limited objectives set for the

Srecial Cormmittee by operative paragresh 3 (a), (b) and (¢) of General Assembly
resolution 33/94 had been either partially or fully achieved. In an age of
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nuclear weapons and sophisticated conventional armaments, the effective functioning
of the United Netions was vital to the sccurity and well-being of all Stetes,
large or small.

20. Ilis delemation considered that the Special Committee’s work on the guestion
of the rationalization of existing procedures of the United Hetions should be
discontinued or given a low priority. The Opecial Committee was involving itself
with issues already under active consideration in other specialized bodies of the
United Mations. e was pleased to note that several of the provosals put fervard
by the Special Committ2e on that subject had also Tormed part of the subject
matter of the Secretary-Generalis report in document A/34/320, but wany of the
other proposals had already been discussed in the past and could be found in the
conclusions of the Special Committee on the Rationalization and Organization of
the Gencral Assembly (annex V to the current edition of the rules of procedure).

21l. loreover, the working paper submitted by the Philippines and Romania
(A/AC.102/4G/39) collating various proposals on the questicn revealed a nmajor
duplication of effort, and that meant a great waste of resources. Section 3 of
that working maper listed proposals relating to the Secretariat that were under
active consideration in the Fifth Committee as well as in such subsidiary organs
as 1n the Cormittee on Conferences and the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination. Ilany of the other proposals relating to the functioning of the
General Assembly and its subsidiary bodies werc intercsting but impractical.
Hovever, should the General Assembly decide to renew that aspect of the Special
Committee 's mandate, his delegation would not object, althoush it was convinced
that the Special Committee would do well to proceed cautiously in that field

or at least maintain effective liaison with the Office of the Under-Sccretary-
General for Political and General Assembly Affairs,.

22. Those criticisms were not directed at any particular State, since they
related to proposals made in good faith by the representatives of sovereign
llember States with a view to rationalizing the existing procedures. lowever, his
country wanted the Special Committee to devote its energies to the more important
and fundamental aspects of its mandate,.

23. Turnins to the question of the peaceful settlement of disputes, he noted
that many useful proposals had been made with a view to strengthening the peace-
making functions of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General and the Security
Council and encouraging States to abide strictly by the provision in Article 2,
paragraph 3, of the Charter enjoining lMember States to settle their disputes by
peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and security, and
justice, were not endangered. He agreed with earlier speakers that the

Ceneral Assembly should take steps to rationalize the consideration of that .
subject within the United Hations, since besides its consideraticn in the Sp601ﬁl
Committee, it was being examined in the Special Committee on the Luhancing of the

/oo
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fectiveness of the Principle of the Hon-Use of TForce in International Relations
and vou ld‘alac be considered by the IMirst Committec when the Romanian item
ntitled "Peaceful settlement of disputes’ was taken up.

2L, Rowever, his country looked forward to tangible prosress in that area, since
reaceiul settlement of d isputes was an essential basis for Jlasting and friendly
relations among States “ounded upon justice and equity. His country would support
the prevaration of nevw international lesal texts or manuals on the peaceful
settlement of disputes but wished to sound a note of caution. The Charter
obligation was quite specific and unambiguous, and Chanter VI was also guite
clear, lioreover, at the international level there aslready existed the Revised
General Act for the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes and, for the Latin American
reglon, the Pact of Bogota. TFew States were parties to those international

legal instruments, and it thus appeared that it was not the absence of legal
instruments that inhibited resort to peaceful means but unwillingness on the

part of States parties to disputes to make the necessary political compromises

in order to reach a settlement.

25. One arca to which the Special Committee could pay some attention was the
use of third party judicial and arbitral procedures. Althoush many international
and bilateral treatics included a dispute-settlement provision providing for
arbitration or apoeal to the International Court of Justice, either unilaterally
Or by common consent of the parties, the International Court had been
underutilized. The cost to the United Nations of the International Court for
the bienniun 1980-1981 would be $7.8 nillion, and for that reason at least

1t appeared that the Snecial Committee should study ways of making the
International Court a more effective and operational part of the settlement by
States of their internaticnal disputes of a lesal nature. Accordingly, his
delegation was particularly interested in the proposal that a gquestionnaire
should be circulated and a study made of the reasons why States did not make
greater use of the existing mechanisns for settling disputes.

2. As to the cuestion of the maintenance of international peace and security,

a2c noted with regret <hat that most vital part of the Specizl Cormittee’s mandate
was likely to be cbstructed by States which clung to the belief that proposals to
arend the Charter would undermine its effectiveness and that of the United Hations
as & bastion cf peace and justice through law. The United Mations Charter was
widely recopnized as an internetional constitution for States and the basis of
contemporary international relations. Countries also had their constitutions,
but peoples and Govermments were free to amend them in order better to reflect
the checks and balances between the executive, legislative and judicial branches
of government as well as national economic, social and Oolltlcdl aspirations.
Preposals to amend the Charter should not tnerefore be regarded as necessarily
all bad or all good; cach proposal should be considered on its merits in order to
see whether it could help to strengthen the role of the United IMations in the
maintenance of international peace and security. That goal should be achieved
through effective neasures to prevent and eliminate threats to the peace, to

/...
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denl with acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to brinsg about
the veaccful settlement of internationel disputes or situaticns which might

lead to a breach of the peace. The Security Council had a primary rcsponsibility
under the Charter for the maintenance of international peace and security and
had played a crucial rcle in preventing major wars in the age of nuclear weapons
and reducing tensions in dangerous situations.

27. However, the collective security machinery at the centre of which the Security
Council stood had not secured the confidence of the international community, as
was clear [{rom the arms race, which was now ccnsuming some $425 billion every
yvear . and the systemis failure to resolve many issues further undermined its
effectlveness. The report of the Secretary-General pursuant to Article 12,
paragraph 2, of the Charter (A/34/476) listed a number of disputes which were
technically on the Security Council's asenda. Uorecover, the Security Council's
decisions, which were frequently addressed to States that had committed acts

of aggression or other breaches of the pneace, remained unimplemented by the very
States to which the decisions were addressed despite the clear legal obligation
of all Members, under Article 25 of the Charter., to carry cut decisions of the
Security Council.

28. Perhaps the single most debilitating feature of the collective security
machinery was the misuse of the veto conferred by the Charter on the five
vermancnt members of the Security Council. The veto had been used to exculpate
States that had repeatedly committed acts of aggression, that had violated the
Tundamental human rights of their people, and that had denied, through resort
to force, the legitimate aspirations of peoples to self-determination and
independence in accordance with the Charter and the relevant United Nations
resolutions.

29, liis delepetion had noted with satisfaction the numerous proposals on the
maintenance of international peace and security in the Special Committee's report,
although some of thosc proposals scemed to fall outside the Committee's scope

and should be referred to the Specizl Committee on Peace-keeping Operations.

His delezation was particularly interested in the provosal that the Special
Committee should investigate the reasons for the present inability of the United
ations to maintain international veace vhen called upon to do so. The Special
Committee might ask the Secretary-General to prepare an analytical action-oriented
study in consulation with the permanent members of the Security Council, States
that had been directly involved in disputes before the Council, other interested
States, and Secretariat officials so that, on the basis of expericnce with the
functioning of the Security Council, the Committee could identify the strengths
and weaknesses of the collective security mechanism in the Charter and propose
means of strengthening the role of the United Nations in the discharge of its
major responsibility. His delegation believed that the Special Committee had a
critical role to play in helping the United Nations to live up to the expectations
oF those who had founded the Organization, and 1t would give the Committee its
ull sunport.

30, lir, Zehentner, (Federal Republic of Germany ) took the Chair.

/..
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31. Mr, GYAWALT (Wepal) said that the review of the objectives as well as the

inplementation of the Charter should be a perpetual process. It seemed srnecarcnistic

that Articles 53 and 107 still referred to "enemy States”. If therc were enemies,
they were poverty and disease and the psychological complexes of insecurity, mutual
suspicion snd hyrcerisy as a result of which much-needed valuable resources were
vasted in devising cfficient ways of eliminating human beinge on 2 larger scale. A
Just and equitable order required the utilization of resources for raising the
standard of living of all people rather than for perfecting armaments. The United
Liations must act as a medium for that change. He noted that the revort of the
Special Cormittoe stated that there had heen general agreement on the proposal to
encourage States to make greater use of methods contained in Chapter VI of the
Charter. It was also encouraging to note that the Secretary-General had decided to
set up a committee of Under-Secretaries-~General to prepare a list of proposals on
ways of improving the procedures of the General Assembly. It was a matter of
satisfaction that the General Assembly had already adopted meny of the
recommendations discussed in the Special Committee. However, the latter had not
been able tc fulfil its mandate concerning the guestion of international peace and
security because of lack of time.

32. Tt was imperative to enhance the authority and improve the implementation of
resolutions of the General Asseribly and the Security Council, to strengthen the
cace-keeping capacity of the Security Council by effective gpplication of
Chapter VIT and to ensure greater recourse to the compulsory jurisdiction of the
International Court of Justice. Differences of approach should provide strength
rather than weakness in the common guest for universal peace.

o]

33. As the representative of the Netherlands had pointed cut at a previous meeting,
general agreement might be possible on the proposal to study the reasons why States
did not make greater use of the existing mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of
disputes. Such a study could provide the basis for taking further steps in that
regard.

3l

His delegation supported renewal of the mandate of the Special Committee.

35. Ir. MAWAREVICH {(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that any serious
analysis of the Charter of the United Nations would show that it had played an
enormous role in the system of contemporary international relations governed by
international law, in maintaining peace and international security and in developing
broad internaticnal co-operation among States in the interests of the progress of
mankind. A second conclusion would be that there remained many underutilized ways
of increasing the effectiveness cf collective action by States to strengthen peace
and security and solve ccntemporary problems within the framework of the structure
established by the Charter.
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306. e shared the view of those speakers who hed said that the Charter had stood
the test of time and had fully preserved its sipnificance for the future. It should
be remcmbered that the Charter of the United Mations and its role, significance and
influence were by no means limited to the United Waticns itself but extended to the
entire system of principles and norms of contemporary international relations and tc
the entire system of contemporary internaticnal law, which had seen extensive
devclopment on the basis of the Charter since the founding of the United Hations.

It was clear that the Charter was a unigue document and one of the most important
international instruments of the present day and that it should therefore be treated
with the utmost respect. It was a well-balanced instrument and provided the legal
basis for machinery to protect international peace and develop co-cperation between
States. The relaxabion of tension which was now the preveiling tendency in
international relations was the direct result of the implementation of the
principles of the Charter and their embodiment in internaticnal agreements. It was
clear, of course, that the effectiveness of the United Nations depended on the
political will of States and their readiness and determination to act together to
achieve the purposes and principles of the Organization and solve urgent
international problems. His country’s fundamental position with regard to the
Charter was based on unswverving adherence to the latter’s purposes and principles
and a steadfast belief in the special nature, role and significance of the Charter
and its continued validity in contemporary internationel relations.

37. Turning to the report of the Special Committee (A/34/33), he ncted that tie
latter had considered proposals on the peaceful settlement of disputes, the
rationalization of existing procedures of the United Wations and the maintenance of
internaticnal peace and security. With regard to the peaceful settlement of
disputes, the Special Committee had considered 21 propcsals on the subject, but only
nine of them showed eny possibility for the achievement of general agreement and not
one of the nine affected the Charter. In his delegation’s view, procedures and
machinery for the peaceful settlement of disputes already existed and the reasons
for their ineffectiveness lay in the fact that the parties to disputes lacked
political will and a determination to reach a settlement. States should abide by
the purpeses and principles of the Charter and make use of all the means provided by
it. A major step would be the conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of force
in internationzl relations. The Security Council possessed machinery for the
reaceful settlement of disputes, and there was no need to create a General Assembly
body for that purpose. His delegation was interested in the proposa al to prepare a
declaration on peaceful settlement of disputes. Such a declaration should take into
account the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and should provide that internaticnal disputes must be settled on the basis

of the sovereign equality of States.
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38, With regard to the ratiocnalization of existing procedures of the United
lations, his delegation felt that the existing rulies of procedure fully ret the
needs of the General Assembly and that any improvements should be achieved not
through changes in those rules but through stricter observance of them. Some of

the proposals that had been submitted seemed politically notivated and werc designed
not to bring about improved procedures but to eliminate the genersl debate on
political questions and erect barriers to the inelusion of items in the agenda at
the request of Member States. His delegation could not accept the proposal to
vrovide the General Committee, which had been established to deazl with procedural
and not substantive matters, with new functions not within its present mandate.

His delegation favoured those proposals which would serve to enhance the role of

the General Assembly within the framework of the Charter and its volitical vrestige.
In that connexion, he cited the proposals concerning the desirability of seeking
consensus in the adoption of decisions, the reduction of duplication of work in
non-political bodies, the improvement of co-ordination between the meny bedies
dealing with technical, economic, social and other matters, and the need to increase
the effectiveness of the work of the Secretariat and cut back the growth in staff
and in the expenses of the Organization.

39. With regard to the maintenance of international peace and security, most of
the proposals submitted to the Special Committee involved changes in the Charter
which affected, in particuler, the composition and powers of the Security Council.
His delegation continued to be unconvinced by the argurents submitted in favour of
those proposals and felt that such changes would be fraught with serious dangers

for the existence of the United Fations and the goal of maintaining international
veace and security. While his delegation agreed that the effectiveness of the
Orgenizeation in maintaining international peace and security should be strengthened,
the solution lay again in stricter observance of the purposes and principles laid
dovn in the Charter. The Charter established a system of collective security with
the Security Council et its centre. The fault did not lie with the Charter if there
continued to be aggression, tension and confrontation in the world.

40, The recent aggression by one of the permanent members of the Security Council
against the heroic people of Viet Nam was a blatant viclation of the Charter. The
leaders of the aggressor State assumed the right to invade countries whose vpolicies
did not suit their hegemonistic designs. At the present time, that State was
continuing to provoke border clashes and to commit acts of aggression against a
number of countries in the region. Tt was a well-known fact that the policies of
that State, which controlled the puppet régime of Pol Pot, had led to an
unprecedented case of genocide: the destruction of 3 million Kempucheans. That
policy was a flagrant violation of the Charter and of the universally accepted
norms of internatiocnal law.
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41. The report of the Special Committee showed that the principle of the unanimity
of the permenent members of the Security Council had come under particularly siarp
attack. The entirc history of the United Hations showed how realistic and
far-sightcd the founders of the Organization had been in inserting that nrinciple
in the Charter, which reconciled the -rinciple of the sovercipga equality of States
vith the actual capacity of certain States to maintain world pcacc. Agreenent

nd undty among the great Powers were ecssential to the preservation of international
veace and security. The principle of unanimity was not =z privilege granted to

tiie great Powers but a great responsibility diposed upon themn.

Lo, In view of the enduring importance of the Charter and its place in the
structure cf contemporary international relations and international law, the
Special Committee should concentrate its abttention on proposals which did not
affect the Charter. Only propesals which strengthened the existing principles and
provisions of the Charter had any hope of gailning agreement, of providing the
basis for generally acccpted decisions, of serving the cause of peace and of
strengthening the Organizaotion. Furthermore, the Svecial Committee must work on
the basis of consensus, wnich was now becoming the general practice at the United
Nations, at international conferences and in diplomacy. Only in that way was it
possible to take into account the views of all sides.

L3, Mr. De CLGLIL (Italy) expressed his delegation's disappointment at the lack
of significant progress achieved oy the Special Committee, particularly on the
question of the raticnalization of existing United Nations nrocedures. Although
foilure to reach agreement on that issuc had been attributed to lack of time,
there was reason to believe that it might also have been due in some measure Lo
the fact that certain delegations did aot have tae will to do so.

ol

by, The Special Committee’s work on the veaceful settlement of disputes had
yielded the best results, and some of the provosals submitted in that connexion
deserved careful attention. Ttaly fully supported the proposal for a General
Assenbly declaration as a first step towards the preparstion of a treaty. An
indication of the support for that idea was to be seen in the nandate of tac
Special Committee on Inhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of the Hon-Use
of Force in International Relations and in the General Assembly's decision to
include an item on the question in the agenda of its current session. Such a
declaration, if adopted, would be comparable in importance to the Declaration on
Friendly Relations and Co-cperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United liations, but it was essential to ensurc that the right balance was
achieved in relation to the mandates of other organs concerncd with the same kind
of problem and, in particular, with that of the Committee on the Won-Use of Force.
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hb', Iis delegation regretted that some of the suggestions for improving the
system of {act.- -finding, coneilistion and wediation had not met wi%h Hengral
Sypportr p?rtic?larly since tne procedures proposed would not infringe_the free
F?drsoY?rélgn will of States. It was also discouraging o note that there had
?;i;tléitjehsgjgortifoF thffp?op?sals to enhance the role of the Internationsl

LOLE rdJustice,; waleh Article 92 of the Charter defined as the principal judicial
orgen of the United lations. A% the Special Commitiee’s previous session, Italy
nad oroposed certain practical neasures, which were referred Lo on rages 6
(proposal B (vi)) and 17 of the Special “Committee's report (4/34/33), with a view
to enlarging the Court s advisory function. It was not the intent of that proposal
ﬁ? prejudge the decision of the parties to a disputc but rather to help them to
11nd g solution. Some delegations had, however. objected that the Ttalian

?roposal would require an amendment to the Fldruer and although his own
uelegation rezarded that objection as wfounded, general agreement nad not been
reached.

Lo, Although Italy was oposed to sry elteration whatsoever in the Charter's
fundamental principles and in the basic rules goveraing the structure and fuancsion
of u?C main bodles of the Organization, it believed that stubborn rejection of

a§y improvement in the Charter would be highly counterproductive. At the same
ﬁlmei however, 1t believed thst, at the present stage, onp051110n between the
‘revisionists” end the "anti-revisionists” was a sterile exercise, since the

level of consensus was still not sufficient to warrant amendments to bhe Charter.
A3 a way out of the Hpasse, therefore, emphasis should be rlaced on those
proposels for improving the functioning of the United Hations which would not
require any amendment to the Charter. To that end, the revisionists and
anti--revisicnists should set aside their differences Tor the time being in an
cndenvour to find some generally acceptavle means whereby the letter of the
Caorber could be applied, in an innovative way, to tnc new and more complex

uteds of the contemporsry iorld.

LT, Ttaly subscribed tul 1y to the proposal that wider use should be made of
regional arrangements and agencies since it was clearly in the interests of
Peace and progress that 1pternatwona7 co-overation should be intensified not only
at the interanational level but also among countries having close cultural,

economic and ethnic ties.

L8, The main purpose of the United Hations, of course, was the maintenance of
peace and security, aud it was therefore essential that the Special Cormittee
should be requested to concentrate on that issue without further delay. It
pursue its work on the peaceful setblement of disputes any
further, for the time being at least, as it was not empowered under its mandate
to proceed to the actual preparation of recommendations. The Special Committe
should instead be instructed to start its examinaticon of a number of other
importent nmatters, including the final clauses of the Charter, social and
hunenitarian issues, economic co-operabtion and decolonlzatlon. In that connexion,
priority should be accorded, in particular. to the imoroverent of machinery for
the protection of human rights, since much remained to be done anization
was to exert a penetrating influence in that sphere.

could not, hovever,
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Lo, Lastly, with regard to tue Special Committee’s future activities, his
delegation considered that it should serve as a permanent body for review of the
situation and discussion of innovative proposals. 1lis delegation therefore fully
supported the proposal that its mandate should be renewved.

50. r. CUFBELLU (Romania) said that Romania had been convinced from the outset
that the esvablishment of the Special Committee would answer a pressing need, and
the events of the past five years had confirmed its convictiou. Turing that
period, the prineciple of universality witnin the United Hations had been greatly
enhanced by tuc admission of a number of new ierbers which had freed themsclves
from colonial dependence, and a marked feature of contemporary international
relaticns was the robust affirmation of the will of all peoples to live in frecdenm
and independence and to take an active part in international life. The very
nature of the Charter, and of the Organization’s cowposition, meant that the
United Hetions occupied a unique place in the system of internstionsl relations
and thet it was the natursl forum for the consideration of all matters of general
interest. In thet connexion, he quoted from the words of Tresident Nicolae
Cecausescu of Romenie, who, alter describing the United Fations as the most
aprpropriste institutional framevork for the democratic discussion and solution
OI vorld problemns, nad stressed that Rowania would L active in the effcrts to
end strengthen the role of the United Hations, to mromote Gétente and to
a climate of co-operation throughout the world.

51. The results achieved by the Speciel Committee were mcdest but positive. They
showed that the Special Committee, the need for whose existence had been ouestioned
until gquite recently, had come to occupy a definite place within the structure

of the Ceneral Assenbly and was capable of serving the purpcse for which it had
been creabted, provided that there existed a climate of understanding, mutual
accommouaulon and the will to reach joint conclusions He ned in pind, of course,
the list of proposals submitted on the peaceful settleueni of disputes, in which
connexion his delegation was gratified to note that a proposal submitted Dby
Romania had aroused special interest. In its view, the agreement reached on the
pronosal for a declaration by the General Assembly was qe most importent result
to come out of the Special Committee'’s latest session, since such a declaration
could exert a positive influence on the political climabte throughout the world.
The declarstion should be drawm up by the General Asserbly as soon as nossible,

so that it could meke a positive contribution to the prevention and elimination
of hotheds of war and tension.

5]
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52, His delegation would have appreciated it had the Special Committee also made,

if not recommendations, at least suggestions as to the aporoach the General
ssembly should adopt in regard to the proposals that had avakened interest and

on vhich general agreement appeared to be possible. The Special Committee's

discussion had been far more detailed than was apparent from its report, agd

many suggestions had been made regarding the consideration and implementation
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of thoese proposals. Certain delegations, hovever, had insisted thal the Special
Committee s mandate, which did not expressly require it to submit recommendstions
to the General ﬁssemoLv be interpreted literelly, a nosition that his delegation
understood but did not share. One consecuence of thau 1ﬂtchretatlon wvas that

the Special Comuittee had fulf’ 1led its limited mandate in so Tar as proposals

on the peaceful settlement of disputes were concerned. It was therefore incuwibent
on the General fiss enibly to study in uetalW the list of »roposals submitvted,
oﬂarlng in mind the extent and complexity of the problens involved in putting

these propossls into effect.

53. The inclusion in the General Assembly's agenda of a separate item on thae
PeaC§ful settlement of disputes would enable the Assewbly to consolidate the
Special Committee’s achievements, but it should be noted, in that connexion,
that proposals on the peaceful Dettlement of disputes rvbrebentea only 5-10 per
cent of the proposals sutmitted. The majority of the proposals therefore had

yet to be considered, and it should not be forgotten that it had taken two years
to draw up the 1ist of proposals on the meecelful settlement of disputes.

5k, His delegation agreed that the Special Committee should accord nriority to
the proposals on the maintenance of international peace and security. Experience
had proved that respect for the principles of international law, and the wider
inplementetion of those principles, constituted the cornerstone of co-operation,
peace and security throughout the world. It was Romanis's firm conviction that
cnly by upholding and strictly observing the principles of equality of riehts,
national independence and sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs

and non-~recourse to the use or threat of force would menkind be svared further
upheavals and would each State have a full guarantee of security. At a time when
the arms rece had reached unbelievable dimensions and when the logic of force
and of spheres of influence still had its supporters, it was the principles of
lawr whieh provided the safeguard for the sovereignty and political independence
of most countries. Mankind had acnieved a degree of civilization which demanded
That international relations be established on new and universally agreed vases,
vith the participation of all the newly independent States created since the
war. With that in mind his Government hed submitted a nuwmber of proposals for
the Srecial Committee's consideration, including, in particular, a propcsal for
a universal code of conauct to lay down the fundamentel rights and duties of
States. The content of those rights and duties required further clarification
in keeping with the new conditions that obtained in internetional life. His
Government was tnerefore thinking in terms of a code wailch, from the legal

point of view, would go beyond the recommendstory chiaracter of the declarations
and resolutions adopted thus fer by the General Assemply in the matter.



A/C.G/3U/8R, 36
taglish
Page 105

. ) )
{ir. Chebeleu, lomania)

55. Romenia had also submitted a number of provosals Gesigned to strengthen the
role of the General Assenbly, vhich was the most renresentative and demccratic organ
of ihe United Mations, with a view to enabling it to act more cffectively in the 7
rneintenance of international peace and security. iany other States had submitied
similar oronosals which were designed to sironptlien the role of the United Hations

in the same area. An examination of all those propesals would undeubtedly result in
the adoption of nolitical, legal or institutional measurcs that would cnable the
United Hations to meet its international resnmonsibilities., It iras therefore
essential that, at its next session, the Special Ccoomittee should examine those
provosals as efficiently as wnossible and draw up conclusions in the 1isht of its
deliverations. To that end, the delecations of RBemaniaz and 1 Salivador had prepared
a preliminary list of 811 the nronosals submitted on the maintenance of international
peace and security (A/AC.182/WG/30) with a view to ensuring that the Special Committes
made the best use of the time at its disposal and to providing a working basis for
the consideration of each proposal.

~

56. Referring to the work of the Special Committec in more peneral lerms, he said
that 1t had been greatly assisted in its task by the instructions it had rcceived to
consider first the question of the peaceful settlement of disnutes and thereafter the
two other subjects of its mandete. That, in his view, was cne of the main reasons
vhy it had achieved some positive results. It had, however, become clear,
particularly at the Special Committee's last session, that its mandate reguired
clarification; although a measure of ambiguity in its terms had perhaps enabled the
Sixth Committee to reach a consensus, it had not facilitated the Special Committee's
task. Consultations should therefore be held with & view to making certain changes
in the Special Committee’s mancate so that “he best use could be made of the
available resources. 1, however, the Svecilul Committee prolonged its work
indefinitely and failed to assist the General Assembly in the consideration of the
provcsals submitted, lember States would not wait., Certain guestions which the
Special Commitlee should normslly have referred back to the General Assembly after
consideration, together with recommendstions, had already been referred dircctly to
the Genecrel Assembly owing to lack of progress and of any prospect of thelr veing
considered by the Special Committee. That applied, for example, to the item on the
peaceful settlement of disputes included by Romenia on the agenda of the General
Assembly's current session and also to the item on the review of the composition of
United Hations orsans which had been included on the initietive of a group of States.
Moreover, the Secretary-General had decided to adopt certain measures vwith a view ©o
rationalizing, the General Assembly's procedures without awsilting the outcome of the
Special Committee's deliberations, while in the First Committee a groun of States
were engaged in consultations on a draft declarstion on the principle of
non—intérvention — the subject of one of the proposals included in the list drawn u»
by the Sneciel Committee., tloves were also afoot to refer directly to the General
Assemblyamatters that should normally have first been considered by the Snecial -
Committee. His delegation therefore trusted that the Sixth Cormittee would con51d?r
carefully the results achieved by the Speclal Committee thus Tar and the deficie§c1¢5
in its method of work and thet it would adopt the necessary measures to ensure thav

/one
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it DeFame a—llvlng body, resconsive to the propossls of llember States, and would
chus 98 enabled to ennance the presence of the United Hationg ir international

relations, Romania would strive to achieve those ends and his delezation would
Co-operate in the endeavour to Ti s

to fulfil its mandate.
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he strengthening of the role of the United
r revisions, Seore of the wprovosals wput

r that the fundamwental »rinciples of the United

¥

“wight be sacrificed to selfish, short-term

5T« dr. KOSTOV (Bulgaria) said the
fatlons could not be achieved by Cl
forvard seemed to indicate a da :
gations as laid dowvn in the Chart
tnterests, The expericnce of the past bhree decades clearly showed that the Charter
ves the most significent legal instrument edovted since the Sccond Vorld War and was
?Ow regarded as one of the basic sources of contemporary international law.
~oreover, according to the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, the basic
trineiples of the Charter revresented jus copgens norms and were recoghized in
tractice by all countries og the lepal foundabion of international relations. The
Jeers had snown tnat the Charter had successfully stood the test of time and could
ensure further advanceument in the progressive codification and develovment of
international law, A dynamic interpretation of its provisicns and a creative
tevelopment of its basic principles had made possible the adoption of such immortent
wocuments as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaration on the
Graating of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security, the Charter of Hconomic Rights end Duties
cf' States and the Definition of Apgression., The vreparation and adontion of e
multilateral treaty on the non-use of force in internationsl relations would also
promote full implementation of the purnoses =nd principles of the United Nations.

5. The United lations had not elweys succeeded in measuring up to its tasks, but
thet wras due to the unwillingness of some countries to act in conformity with the
existing Charter rules and to those countries' leck of a political will to respect
Lhe purposes and orinciples of the United Nations. It was not reasonable to believe
that, at the presert stage of international relations, new, improved, universally
acceptable legal machinery could he designed to solve the fundemental problems facing
Nankind. The various crises through which the Organization had passed had made it
clear that when the United Hations beman to act in the interests of a certain group
or proups of countries, to the detriment of other llember States, the fulfilment of
its lofty purposes becanc impossible,

59. He noted that the Special Committce had achicved somc progress in regard to the
oeaceful settlement of dispute nd that the list of proposals which 1t had drawn up
in that connexion identified those preposals which had awakened special interest,
Some of the proposals gave rcason to hooe thab general agreement on them would be
rossivple, althoush a f er would have to await their detailed examination by
Governments, [is dele S
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General Asscrbly but considered that its content would have to be nore accurately
defined. Tt also considered tial s number of other proposals deserved careful
consideration, including the pronosals that there should be wider use of regional
agreements or asgencies, that Stales should be reminded of the principles contained
in Article 2, paragraph 3, of the Charter, that States should ve encouraged to male
grester use of methods contained in Chapter VI of the Charter and that the Seccurity
Council should be encouraged to make wider use of the ovnortunity provided by
friicles 28 and 29 of the Charter. Tt could not, however, sgree to those proposals
which would reguire anendment of the Charter and would involve a substantial change
in the exisving machinery for the peaceful settlement of interngtional disnutes.
Such smendments could have a negative effect on

the mneaceful scttlement of disputes
and, indeed, on the role of the United Uations as a

wvhele.,

00, With regard to the rationalizstion of existing procedures, while his country
velecomed the proposals designed to enhance United Hations efficiency without
amending the Charter, it considered that strict complisnce with existing procedural
rules was essential., Tor example, convincing argunente had been advanced in suppori
of the mroposals that a consensus should be reached in taking deecisions, that
dunlication in the work of certain United FMations orsans should be avoided and thet
the Sixth Committee's role as well as its functions as a codification body should be
enlarged. His delcgation also viewed with interest the provosal to improve the
effectiveness of the United FNations Secretariat. A number of other proposals were,
howvever, unacceptable to his delagation, in particular those whose purpose vas,
directly or indirectly, to restrict the Orgenization's role in solving certain major
nolitical issues and those vhich would add to the number of main organs of the
United Wations or substantially slter those organs' sphere of competence.

€1, Lastly, his delegation considered that the guestion of the maintenance of
international wneace and security could not be solved by eny means that were in
conflict with the Charter., In particular, it regarded the principle of unanimity
ameng the five permanent members of the Security Council as the cornerstone of the
United lations.

62, lir. DE PIVITS (Spain) noted with concern that on the question of the peaceful
settlement of disvutes there had been more agrecment in the Special Committec on
where members disagreed then on where they might ultimately afrce. The most
innovetive proposals had awakened some interest, but for legal or political reasons
no peneral agrecment on them had been possible., Only those proposals which
internreted or reaffirmed cxisting rorms or institutions had avalened speclal
interest and secmed to hold out the prosvect of general agreement. HNevertheless,
his delenation was pleascd that general agreement did seem possible on ab least

one propésal, namely the one pertaining to the preparation of a declaration of the
General Assembly on peaceful settlement of disputes,

[uas



AJC.5/3N/8R.35
Inglish
Page 19

((r. De Pinies, Spain)

63-_.HiS Government attached particular importance to the peaceful settlement

of dl;putes within the framework of the maintenance of international peace and
sceurity and hoped thal the necessary priorily would be given to the prevaration
Qf the declaration, provided that a solution was Ffound to any possible conflict
vetween the Speciel Committee’s work and that of other organs on similar topics.
The lexican delegation's suggestion that informal consultations should be neld
on the matter could be useful in that regard.

ok, The only visible progress made by the Special Committee had heen in the arca
of the rationalization of procedures, as was cVidenced by the Taster pace at which
it had conducted its work on the matber and by the fact that some of the proposals
made by the Secretarv-General in his report on the rationslization of procedures
and organization of the General Assembly were quite similer to some of those put
forth in the Special Committee, 1In the view of his delegation, work on the
question of rationalization should be based on three main clements: bLhe
establishment of nev provisions in the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,
the improverenty of existing rules, and strict enforcement of those rules. His
celegation wisihcd to stress the importance of strict compliarce with the rules of
procedure and with zanex V to the rules, which embodied the conclusions of the
Special Committec on the Rationalization of the Procedures snd Orpanization of

the General Assembly. The Secretariat had been and should continue to be the
initiating and co-ordinating centre for work in *he arca of rationalization,
calling for suggestions and comments from other organs and implementing those
proposals on which there seemed to be unanimous agreement. The Special Committee
on the Cuarter would taus soon be free to devote itself to more substantive

mnatters.

65. His delegation noted once more that progress on the question of the
maintenance of international peace and sccurity had been meagre. In addition

to their legal implications, the proposals studied had political imolications
which, in the view of some delegations, stood in the way of any agreement on

the matter. Those delegations were opposed to any revision of the Charter and
iz favour of ils strict implementation. The anti-revision position implied,
strictly steaking, rcvisicn of the nossivility of revision, since the latter was
clearly referred to in Articles 108 and 109 of the Charter, which spgke of
"amendments”, "review" and "alteration'. The position favouring strict
implementation of the provisions of the Charter implied recognition of the
possibility of revision, as sct forth in those articles. Thus, whether it was

a question of revising the possibility of revision or of revision pure and
simple under Articles 108 and 109, there was explicit rccognition Qf.thc
20881ibility of revising the Charter. MHis delegation felt that revision was

both legzally possibly and politically advisable. The exercise s‘noulc'l3 o?
course, be carried out gradually, and care should be talken in sclecting those
provisions which were amenable to revision; furthermore, there should be general

agreement in each case.

G5, One of the subjects on which his delegation felt revision was vnossible was
the role of {the CGeneral Assembly in peacc-keeping operations. The International
s

, X o . Ve - . . - - [ S S
Court of Justice had taken up that question in 1902, vhen it had ruled that the

.
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action referrcd to in Article 11, parasraph 2, of the Charter vas enforcement
action and that paragraph therefore ecmcowered the General Aszsembly to make
recommendations to lMembers or to the Security Council or toth and. at the regquest
of or with the consent of the States concerned, to organize npeace-keeping
overations which were not in the nature of enforcement acticn. The distincticen
between enforcemenc action and preventive action should be further developed

and snhould be carcfully studied by the Speeial Committee.

67. If the mandate of the Special Committec was rencwed, his delegation would
be prepared to continue co-operating witl: it.

G3. Lr. WIZIGAA (Burundi) said that the Spccial Comnittee on the Charter had

a rather overwhelming mandate, namecly, to reintroduce order, coherence, )
co-ordination and effectiveness in the United HNations and put a stop to the growing
erosion of world confidence in the Organization. The question was whether the
crisis of confidence in the ability of the Organization and its bodies, particularly
the Security Council, to ensure the peaceful settlement of disnutes was due to
dcfects in the structure of the Organization. In other werds, should the Charter
as a whole be reviewed or should any amendments be limited to the elimination

of certain outdated provisions? Those who opnesed any revision of the Charter
argued that it had stood the test of time, that it would not be right to malke
changes merely for the sake of change, that revision of the Charter would not
bring about Utopia, and that the United ilations reflected the real world wi?h its
contradictions, failures and successes. They argued that it would not be wise

to embark on an undertaking whose benefits were not clear and whose risks were
cvident to all.

6¢.  The democratic decision-maliing procedure follcowed in the Organiza?ion had )
been cuestioned, and scornful references had becn made to the “automatic majority .
A nev conceot of majority hed been suggested, namely, that of a sufficiently
diversified majority which would give decisions a certain moral guthority and
ensure their implementation. That approach remindcd him of certain propgsals

thet had been made in obher forums, according to which a voting system might )

be devised in whicia each member's vote would be welghted according ©o pgpglatlonj
gconomic importance or a combination of traditional criteria for determlglng
national power. In exchange for the weiphted voting system a reduction in the

use of the veto power in the Security Council hed been offered, and it ha@ been
suzgested that the lepal Torce of resolutions adopted accerding to t@e welghted
voting system would be greater. Such proposals were contrary to_Artlcleﬂ29
paragranh 1, of the Charter, which stipulated that the Orgonization was based

on ‘the orinciple of the sovereign equality of all its Members. Ano?her prop05§l
wnici nis delégation could not accent was that which called for taxing abstentions
into account when calculating the majority.

70. His delegetion appreclated the value ing decisions by consensgs.‘ o
Novertheless, consensus also had dangerous implicutions, as some delggatlons might
use the consensus procedurc in order to arrive at compromise texts, dilute thf
content of resolutions and then, once the resolutions h;d been ad?pted, resort i
to the btechnique of entering reservations. His delegation also shared the fears

/o..
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of taose who Telt that consensus might, 1T improoverly used, bocome a disguisad
veto power. liembers should always seelk consensus but at thc same time should
prevent the decision-mal-ing wrocess from bec dng paralysed because of a

Olssenting minority.

L. 'The Cherter of the United iations had great merits and also ha¥ its defects
und 5. To ccasider 1t rigid

and immuteble would be Jjust 2s ilrresponsible as
1 deleguation favoured

ave drastic changes or its total destruction.
& I'lexible and cautious approach.

72. The colonial systeam had collapsed in the tlree decades since the establishment
of the Organization, and lhe Trusteeship Council would scon te unemployed. Few
llembers hed the right to participate in decision-making in the organs of the

United ations. The founding States had a duty to creaty the nccessery conditions
for such varticivation. The Charter should in addition to ensuring tie maintenance
of international vecace and security, spzll cut other pricoritics which vere still
couched in vague and general terms. He was referring to the role of the
Organization in wmatters of co- -operation and esconoridic and social development.

13. The Special Committee om the Charter still had a long way to go: his
delﬂgablon vas confident that, when it resumed its vork, 1t would be able to fulfil
its mandate in good faith and along the lines laid down for it by the General

Assenbly.

The L, SAIBA BA (Mauritania) said that his delegetion sunported the idea of
ctoncluding an international instrument under which 211 States would undertake

o settle their difrerences, of whatever nature, sxclusively by peaceful means

and which would at the same time facilitate the elimination of arcas of tension

énd create ravourable conditions for the adoption of effective disarmament measures.
‘ne Snecial Committee should not be asked to limit itself tc preparing a list

Of proposals that had awalkened special lnterest, becausc that would detract from
its objective, which was to strengthen the role of the Organization.

5. On the guestion of the rationalization of existing vrocedures of the

United Hations, his delegation was particularly concerned with finding ways to
rationalize the methods of work of the Organization, which had changed so much in
Tthe 30 years of its existence. His delegation was in favour of ensuring a more
equitavle distribution of posts between develomed and developing countries,
particulorly in the case of senior staff in the Sceretariat. There should also

e a more equitable geographical distribution in the headguarters of United Uations
agencles, nrovided that the concern for equity did not stand in the way of the
essential criterion of competence.

76. The guestion of the maintcnance of international peace and security was &
delicate one, from the standnoint both of its present implications and of the
close link between it and the question of the peaceful settlement of disputes.
Femper States should not cause the Organization to beccome ineffective by onvosing
the democratization of its mechanisms. His delegation also felt that the Charter
tad stood the test of time and that it should be improved in order to ensure the
more efficient functioning of the Orpganization.
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iclegation was in favour of extending the mandate of Lhe Snecial
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76, br. THOLAS (Guyana) soid that the serious problems confronting the United
Hations must Le solved if it was not to degenerate into a worthless monument to
the self-interest of States and the froilties of mankind. The renort of the
Special Committee revealed that much work had been done during its last session,
although the order of priority given to the items discussed as well as the time
allotted to some of them was far from satisfactory.

79. On the question of the peaceful settlement of disputes, his delegetion had

no nesitatlon in supporting the pronosel that the Security Council should te
encouraged to establish a standing bvody on fact--finding, conciliaticn and mediation
orimarily composed of, but not limited to, former Presidents of the General
Assembly. It was not clear, however, what would be the status of the findings

of such a bedy. Would the Security Council, for example, regard them as conclusive’
In establishing such a body, care should be exercised not to set up another organ
yvhich would merely duplicate the functions of existing bodies. His delegation
found merit in the idea of resorting to regional arrangerents or agencies where

it was desirable in the search for the peaceful settlement of disputes and

alsc in the idea of expanding the number of parties {that would have access to

the International Court of Justice.

80. On the question of the rationalization of existing vrccedures of the United
vations, his delegation supported the view that in the Main Committees the
Chairman should take the initiative in srouping similar items together and holding
a single general debate on them. WMot only would such an undertaking avold
repetition of some of the basic positions of States on different items but it
would provide each delegation with more time to express its views fully on a
variety of other qguestions. His delegation was not unhepoy to see that there
had been little support for the proposal calling for the presiding officer to
close the list of speakers at an earlier stage of the discussion on a particular
item than had boen customary. Any such decision would place an undue hardship
on the developing countries, vhose scarce human resources had to be widely
utilized within the various committees and other bodies of the Organization.

01. His delegation shared the view that much more work could have been donc on the
guestion of maintaining international peuce and security had the Special Committee
allocated morc time to that important question at its last session. Items of
lesser importance had been given priority on the agenda, but the developlng
countries had not lost sight of the significance of that question. His delegation
was of the opinion that the great majority of States desired peace and that the
ingbility of the Security Council to carry out its obligations effectively was
inherent in the decision-making process of the Council itself. In a number of
instances, efforts to arrive at decisions in the Council on substantive matters
haed been frustrated through the use of the veto. While that had amplified the
power of the permenent memvers, it hed sirmltaneously exnosed the helpleésness of
the non-permanent members. His delegation was unaware of any instance wnere the
veto nad heen used Tor the express purpose of maintaining international peace
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and security. It could list many instances, however, where the veto had been
used to frustrate attempis by the Security Council to maintain international
reace and sccurity.

82. In the light of the foregoing, his delegation called fcor a review of the
use of the veto. It also supnorted in prineivle the view that the role and
responsiblility of the CGeneral Agsenbly should be strengthened in such a way as
to permit it to act energetically by holding urgent special sessions when the
Security Council fell into inaction or failed to fulfil its responsibilities
quickly enough in cases of threats to the peace, breaches of the peace or acts
of aggression.

03. His delegation supported the call for a renewal of the mandate of the
Svecial Committee.

ORGAWIZATION OF VORK

84, The CHATRIAT said that , in the light of the consensus reached during
informal consultations held on the Committee's schedule of meetings, he would
suggest that the meeting scheduled for that evening, O iovember 1979, should be
cancelled.

65. It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m.






