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r i June 19911 

1. I t i s c l e a r that i n seeking t o promote, p r o t e c t and r e s t o r e human r i g h t s 
the problems encountered can be complex and many-sided. We know t h a t they are 
aggravated by such f a c t o r s as poverty, c i v i l and i n t e r - S t a t e c o n f l i c t s , l a c k 
of e d u c a t i o n and v a r i o u s s p e c i a l causes of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . But o v e r a l l there 
e x i s t s too the v a r i e t y of socio-economic, c u l t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s and norms t h a t p r e v a i l worldwide i n some 170 s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s . 
With time, f r e s h knowledge and r a p i d t e c h n i c a l change open up ever new v i s t a s 
of r i g h t and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h a t p r e v i o u s l y were q u i t e unknown. 
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2. I t i s a f a c t t h a t the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Ri g h t s and most 
r e l a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments arose out of the D e c l a r a t i o n of the Ri g h t s 
and D u t i e s of the World C i t i z e n f i r s t e l a b o r a t e d i n London by the w r i t e r 
H.G. Wells between 1940 and 1942; and i n d i f f u s i n g h i s D e c l a r a t i o n worldwide 
at t h a t time. W e l l s was al r e a d y conscious t h a t the val u e s t h a t must u n d e r l i e 
such a g l o b a l code c o u l d not be assumed t o be f a m i l i a r common ground f o r a l l 
c u l t u r e s . 

3. E x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l norms of r i g h t and duty r e s t on a d i s t i n c t i v e s e t 
of values and a s p e c i f i c conception of humanness» but the essence of t h a t 
common un d e r l y i n g b a s i s has never been openly d e f i n e d or s t a t e d . For t h i s 
reason the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Humanist and E t h i c a l Union here suggests t h a t the 
d r a f t i n g and p r o c l a i m i n g of a U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Values c o u l d 
serve as a u n i f y i n g statement t h a t would help t o e x p l a i n , complement and 
r e i n f o r c e the e x i s t i n g body of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s instruments. To 
i l l u s t r a t e and make c l e a r the f u l l nature of the p r o p o s a l , a d r a f t f o r such a 
u n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Values w i l l be found annexed t o the present 
document. 
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Annex 

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN VALUE 

Preamble 

Convinced t h a t f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human 
Ri g h t s r e q u i r e s acceptance by a l l peoples of the world of those i r r e d u c i b l e 
v a l u e s on which r i g h t s and d u t i e s are founded; 

R e c a l l i n g t h at d i s r e g a r d o f humane values has r e s u l t e d i n barbarous a c t s 
t h a t have outraged the conscience of humanity; 

M i n d f u l t h a t human beings develop i d e a l s i n common through the e x e r c i s e 
of t h e i r r a t i o n a l i t y under c o n d i t i o n s of s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e ; 

Conscious t h a t an acceptance o f b a s i c shared v a l u e s by peoples of a l l 
n a t i o n s i s a p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r any g l o b a l order founded on reason, t r u t h , 
freedom and compassion; 

Recognizing t h a t the peoples of the United N a t i o n s , i n the Charter and i n 
the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , have a f f i r m e d t h e i r f a i t h i n the 
d i g n i t y and worth of the human person and have r e s o l v e d to promote s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l progress i n peace and harmony; 

Further convinced t h a t a common understanding and acceptance of b a s i c 
human i d e a l s must u n d e r l i e the success o f any such u n d e r t a k i n g ; 

Now t h e r e f o r e the •.. 

Proclaims t h i s U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Values as a common i d e a l 
and b a s i s of attainment f o r a l l peoples and a Z l n a t i o n s , both i n t h e i r 
p e r s o n a l and t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e r e l a t i o n s . 

A r t i c l e 1. Awareness of v a l u e s 

Self-awareness, of the human person as a unique and r e s p o n s i b l e s o c i a l 
being endowed w i t h reason and conscience, i s the u l t i m a t e source o f a l l 
r e c o g n i t i o n of v a l u e s . 

A r t i c l e 2. Reason 

Reason, a hallmark o f humanness, i s an e s s e n t i a l f a c u l t y i n promoting the 
moral progress and w e l l - b e i n g of humankind, en a b l i n g human beings t o have a 
view of t h e i r own e x i s t e n c e and a world view t h a t together a c t i v a t e t h e i r 
thoughts, b e l i e f s and a c t i o n s . P u r s u i t of r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g i s thus t o be 
seen both as an i n t r i n s i c h'jman a t t r i b u t e and a human v a l u e . 
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A r t i c l e 3. C r i t i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e 

I t i s i n the e s s e n t i a l nature of human beings t o q u e s t i o n , to examine and 
t o seek со understand. In an e f f o r t t o e l i m i n a t e e r r o r i t i s v i t a l t o s u b j e c t 
a l l b e l i e f s to the s c r u t i n y o f reason and c r i t i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . An 
unexamined b e l i e f i s not worth having. 

A r t i c l e 4. Truth 

The aim of a l l r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g i s the d i s c o v e r y of t r u t h . Truth can 
o n l y c o n s i s t of c o n d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s about r e a l i t y t h a t r e s u l t from r a t i o n a l 
t h i n k i n g and experience. Acceptance of an o v e r a r c h i n g quest f o r t r u t h i s thus 
t o be seen as a supreme human v a l u e . 

A r t i c l e 5. Tolerance 

To examine d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of r e a l i t y a r e c i p r o c i t y o f 
t o l e r a n c e i s e s s e n t i a l i n the search f o r t r u t h . Absence of such t o l e r a t i o n 
must lead t o d e n i a l o f freedom and suppression o f c r e a t i v i t y . 

A r t i c l e 6. C r e a t i v i t y 

A l l s o c i a l advance i s the outcome o f human c r e a t i v i t y . Rooted i n the 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y o f every human being, c r e a t i v i t y can f l o u r i s h o n l y i n an 
atmosphere conducive t o freedom. 

A r t i c l e 7. Freedom 

The uniqueness o f every human person r e q u i r e s an acceptance of such 
freedom f o r each as i s compatible w i t h the maximizing of corresponding 
freedoms f o r a l l i n every sphere of e x i s t e n c e . 

A r t i c l e 8. E q u a l i t y 

Respect f o r the d i g n i t y o f each unique p e r s o n a l i t y r e q u i r e s t h a t human 
beings s h a l l be t r e a t e d as equals i n so f a r as concerns t h e i r b i r t h , r e l i g i o n , 
c o l o u r or sex. 

A r t i c l e 9. J u s t i c e 

A p r i n c i p l e of j u s t i c e as a p p r o p r i a t e l y equal r e c i p r o c i t y , which connotes 
e q u a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r the - e l l - b e i n g of every i n d i v i d u a l , must inform a l l 
s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and r e l a t i o n s between i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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A r t i c l e 10. Oneness o f man and nature 

Humans being a p a r t of nature n e c e s s i t a t e s t h e i r l i v i n g i n harmony wi t h 
n a t u r e . Concern f o r a l l l i f e and f o r a maximum s u s t a i n a b l e c o n s e r v i n g of a l l 
n a t u r a l and s o c i a l environments i s an e s s e n t i a l p a r t of a l l human a c t i v i t y . 

A r t i c l e 11. U n i v e e s a l c u l t u r a l b a s i s 

Beyond the m u l t i p l i c i t y of c u l t u r e s i t must be the aim of a l l human 
endeavour t o evolve and ma i n t a i n those common c u l t u r a l elements t h a t r e s t on 
reason, t r u t h , e q u a l i t y of freedom, t o l e r a n c e and compassion. 


