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The meeting was called to order at 4.56 p.M.

ADOPT ION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCQUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 4 DECEMBER 1986 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF Z IMBABWE 70
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED 0 THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEQURITY QOUNCIL (S/18501)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at previous
meetings on this item, I invite the representative of Zimbabwe to take a place at
the Council table; I invite the representatives of Egynot, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco and the Syrian Arab Republic to take the places reserved for them at the
side of the Council Chamber; I invite the representative of the Palestine
Liberation Organization to take a place at the Council table,

At _the invitation of the President, Mr. Mudenge (Zinbabwe), took a place at
the Council table; Mr. Badawi (Byypt), Mr. Netanyahu (Israel), Mr. Salah (Jordan),

Mr., Abulhassan (Ruwait), Mr. Slaoui (Morocco) and Mr., Al-Atassi (Syrian Arab

Republic) took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chanber;

Mr. Terzi (Palestine Liberation Organjzation) took a place at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda.

Mr. GBEHD (Ghana): I should like, Sir, to convey to you the sincere
congratulations of the Ghana delegation on your assumption of the presidency of the
Council for the month of December. You are a highly acclaimed diplomat with an
enormous power of persuasion. It is our hope, therefore, that under your
exper ienced and esteemed guidance the Council will reaffirm its central role in the
maintenance af intarnational neace and Recurity.

I wish also to pay a tribute to Sit John Thomson, Permanent Representative of
the United Kingdom, for his energetic and skilful leadership of the Council during
the month of November,

The Security Council has convened in regsponse to the tragic everts that have
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unfolded and are still escalating in Jerusalem, in particular the unfortunate
events of 4 December 1986. The importance and urgency attached to Security Council
consideration of the current situation stem not only from the tragic loss of human
life in the city but also from the real potential that the increasing violence has
for the breach of international peace and security. The Ghana delegation hopes,
therefore, that the Council will act decisively in pursuance of its solemn mandate.

A few daya ago, on 4 December to be exact, leraeli occupation forces armed
with submachine guns and tear gas opened fire on a group of Palestinian students
fram Bir Zeit Unjversity in occupied territory. Reports indicate that two
Palestinian students were killed and 15 others wounded. The two dead suffered
fatal bullet wounds in the head and chest. It is alleged that in related incidents
Igraeli security forces abducted from hospitals some of the Palestinian patients
mdergoing treatment. The display of Iaraell foroe, it is further reported, was in
tesponse to defenceless students’ demonstrations,

The latest incidents have thoir immediate cawse in the attempt by occupation
forces to suppress Palestinian student protests against serial, artillery and naval
attacks on Palestinizn camps in southern Lebanon and to acknowledge the solidarity
falt by the rest of the world., As Council members are fully aware, these incidents
occurcred in the wake of violent intercommunal clashes a fortnight earlier in the
vicinity of the old city of Jerusalem, My delegation is therefore not surptised
that the demonstrations on 4 pDecember ended in violent confrontation,

Since the Council began oconsideration of this important and urgent matter last
Friday, 5 December 1986, my delegation has listened with keen interest to the
dabaie, and especially to the Statement of the Fexmaneni Fepresentative of israei,
who gave an account of the events leading to the tragedy as his Government saw
them. 1It is now clear that the main ingredients of the incident on 4 December have
been established: that is, Palestinian students congreqated at the Bir Zeit

University on the fateful day to hold demonstrationa, which the Israeli authorities
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feared might end in violencaj; the authorities therefore took measures on that day
to block the main road to the University, threw canisters of tear-gas at the
students and finally opened fire on then,

Without wishing to dwell toco long on details, let me state that, as far as the
Ghana delegation is concerned, it £inds the Israeli handling of the situation far
from satisfactory, because it lacked the distinct impression of an effort to avoid
and defuse temsion in a timely fashion. The Permanent Representative of Israel
confirmed to the Security Council that his Governmenc had been in possesﬁton of
pior intelligence reports to the effect that students at the niversity would
denostrate. Even if the occupying authorities had not poseessed this information,
they could also not have failed to infer that Palestinian students, who
overvwhelmingly rejected and denounced the Israeli presence in Jerusalem, were
lixely to hold demonstrations on a day devoted by the international community to
the expression of solidarity with the Palestinian people., Was it impossible to
take peaceful staps among the community to ensure that the day would be marked
without violence? Were such peaceful initiatives impossible among a population
that the Permanent Representative of Israel has said was the happy beneficiary of
Israelli munifiosnce and enlightenment? Or was Israel reacting angrily to what it
perceived to be international support for Palestinians? These are judicious
questions.

Purthermore, the representative of Israel told the Council that the occupying
forces were under instructions to fire at the feet of the students, How then does
he account for the fatal wounds to the head and chest of the deceased and what
action hab Deen taken o éstablish Ui reason
defonceless students to various parts of their bodies other than their feet? One

cannot but conclude that perhaps exc~essive force was used to clamp down on what was

tantamount to an annoying but peaceful ventilation of a political viewpoint.



MLG/dd 8/PV. 2726
6

{Mr ., Gbeho, Ghana)

It ia quite clear that the Israeli authorities, true to character, sought
confrontation on this unhappy occasion as a reminder in order forcibly to maintain
compliance with its dictates in that part of Jerusalem.

Viewed also against the background of other events in the occupied
territocies, including Jerusalem, one is easily convinced that the Israeli
occupying authorities unfortunately put greater faith in the violent punishment of
their subjects than in the explaration of peaceful avenues for peace. This is
indeed regrettable as it also has serious connotations in international law.

Accumulated Israeli actions of indiscriminate killings, abduction,
administrative arrest and harassment of the Aradb population of Jerusalem and other
occupied territories violate the spirit and terms of the 1949 Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Israel is obligated
by law to fulfil the terms of this international Convention with regard to its
responsibilities to the Palestinian population in the areas under fits occupation.
This very Council has in the past found Israel in hreach of the Convention and has
held it to abligatione under the Convention. The Council therefore must
unequivocally condemn what has become Ierael's habitual breach of the terms of
international law and seek immediate rectification of that country's practices in
respect of the captive population in the occupied territories.

My delagation is particularly exercised by the current situation because
escalating tensions in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza Strip are symptomatic of
the permanent state of violence afflicting the region resulting from the brutal

suppression of Palestinian national righte by the occupying Power, Ierael. Each
act of vinlenno; indood cach A&ath, dcorana the larel of antaagnnicm and

confrontation., Bach act of injustice invokes vengeful retribution, Each bullet

fired saws the seed of international confrontation in the area.
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In the context of the dateriorating situation in the Middle Eust as a whole,
the events in Jerusalem and the occupied territories must alert the Council to
assume its proper role in facilitating proposed international arrangements to
address comprehensively the question of peace in the Middle East which has at its
cote a just settlement of the Palestinian question. For 1 fear that the
intractable coubination of forces prevailing in the region and the drift towards
confrontation may once m&e leave the Council as a well-intentioned bystander after
the fact.

The logical question in the present citcumstance is: what can the Security
Council do to facilitate the early return to security and political normalcy? My
delegation believes that the Council must make a quick and cbjective assessment of
the present violent conflict and proceed to the adoption of a resolution which
would unequivocally condemn the unnecessary shooting of Palestinians by the
occupying Power, regjuest the release of all those detained in order to defuse
tension, call for respect by lerael of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, its
withdrawal from all parts of the occupied territocies, and respect for the
intecnationsl character of Jerusalem., I hope also that the Council will act in
concert -in order to bring its collective authority to bear on the volatile
situation prevailing in the occupied tercitories,

In this regard, let me state for the consideration of the Council that it
would be infinitely more appropriate to adopt such an imperfect resolution than to
do nothing and therefore indirectly condone the steady deteriaration in the
occupied territories with its dire consequences for international peace and
security.

My delegation considers it important to address a specific appeal to the many
friends and allies of 1srael, both in this Council and ocutside it, to abandon the

unhelpful posture of seeking unilateral arrangements outside the Council which
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have had the effact of bolstering Israel in its pernicious disregard of Palestinian
national rights, After all, Israeli's policy over the years of resorting to
unilateral military bravado has not produced the atmosphere of peace and security
which are the 8ine qua non for good-neighbourliness and the settlement of the
conflict generally in the subregion,

The lessns of recent history now more than ever validate the call for
concerted international action under the auspices of the United Nations to achieve
A comprehensive settlament of the Middle East crisis without preconditions. I hope
that representatives on the Comcil can respond positively and urgently in this
case.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the tepresentative of Ghana for his kind words
addéressed to me.

Mr. de KEMOULARIA (Prance) (interpretation from French): What a pleasure
it is, Mx, President, to see you presiding over the Security Council, and what can
we say, after what others have said? A general, a diplomat, a man of government, a
friend of many, spesking seven languages - and I shall not cospare it with my own
Prench when I even doubt my own grammar sometimes ~ a friend of France: I can only
express my delegation’s gratification at seeing you presiding over the Security
Council with your well-known talents,

I should also like to recall - and since 8ir John i8 not hers, 1 should like
to ask his alternate to be kind enough to say - that we admired his diplomatic
qualities and the advice which he lavished on us, the subtlety which he gshowed in
presiding over the Council for the last month. I hope this will be conveyed to
him,

With your permission, now I ehould like to return to the very sericus subject

which we have to deal with,
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PFor many weeks now, tension has been mounting once again in Jerusalem and on
the West Bank and particularly around the University of Bir Zeit. This heightened
tension was highlighted on 4 December 1986 by tragic developments: two students
aged 22 were shot Gead by an Israeli military detachment while the University had
baen closed down for three days.

fur thermore, last Priday, a youth of 14 years was killed at about noon, shot
dead by an Israeli patzrol in the refugee camp of Balata, near Nablus, According to
the epokesman for the Israeli army, the patrol wvas attacked with atones.- -

Pinally, we learned that this very mcening, in the same cmmp, a young boy of
12 years was shot through the head in identical circumstances.

The Prench Government has publicly expressed its grave concern at these bloody
events. It deploces the escalation of acts of violence and :epteséion. It would
fecall that it is the duty of the Israell aathorities to respect the Pourth Geneva
Convention of 12 August 1949 on the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,

Neadleas to say, these acts of violence draw attention to the urgent need to
bring about a comgrehensive psace settlemesnt in the Middle East which 1is both
lasting and juast.

The FRESIDENT: I thank the representative of France for his statement

and for his exnc.ssive and kind words addressed to me.
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Mr, TSVETROV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from French): 1 should like to
extend to you, Sir, ‘cur sincere congratulations on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council for the month of December. Aware as wo are of
your well-known political and diplomatic experience, 1 am convinced that under your
leadership the Security Council will discharge the heavy responsibilities that it
faces this month,

I should also like to pay a tribute to the Permanent Representative of the
United Ringdom, Sir John Thouson, for his competent and effactive guidance of the
Council during the month of November.

The Pecple's Republic of Bulgaria fully shares the profound concern of the
international comsunity on the continuing deterioration of the situation in the
Middle Bast where every single incident can lead to the gravest and most
uncontrollable conseaquences, even to the outbreak of a further bloody
confrontation, This very dangerous turn of events recently in that part of the
world, one of the most dangerous hotbeds of tension over the past 40 years,
requires this world Organization to take urgent and effective measures to bring
about the establishment of a just snd lasting peace in the Middle Bast.

My delegation accordingly aupports Zimbabwe's request, on behsalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement, for the Council's immediate consideration of the situation in
the Ieraeli-occupied Paleatinian and other Arab territories, including Jerusalem.

As the world knows full well, Iszael's policies and practices of repression in
the occupied Arab territories have more than once been the subject of consideration
and condemnation by the international cosmunity, as well as by the Security
Council, as demonstrated by the numerous temlutléna on this subject. HRowever,
1srael continues to trample underfoot the legitimate rights of the Arab people of

Palestine. This is msde clear by the news emanating daily from that part of the
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world about alarming case: of arbitrary action; mass arrests; closure of
universities, schools and roads; punitive actions and air raids against civilian
targets or Palestinian refugee camps, resulting in a growing number of casualties.
PFurthermore, attempts are still being made to effect illegal changes in the legal
status, the demographic structure and historical character of Palgstinian and other
occupied territories, including Jerusalem. Those territories have been subjected
in particular to a campaign of expansion and mass colonization on an unprecedented
8cale. | A

Against that background, the international community has expressed deep
indignation in condemning the latest incidents at Bir 2eit tnivergity and the
resulting bloodshed in which two students were killed and dozens wounded.

No spacious arguments sbout safeguarding security and the fight against
terroriem, no demagogic declaration on Israel's so-called peaceful 1ntantions, and
its alleged desire to improve the living standards of the inhabitants of the
occupied Arab tercritories can sarve to justify such acts by the State of Igrael.
The Mesbers of the United Nations have, by an overwhelming majocity, quite clearly
and unambiguously declared on many occasions that such irresponsible acts by Il:‘ael
are in flagrant contradiction with the purpoaes and principles of the United
Rations Charter, the elementary rules of intecrnational law, the existing
internaticnal conventions, and in particular the Fourth Geneﬁa Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Such acts al8o increase
tension in the region and constitute a serious obstacle to the attainment of a just
and lasting peace in the Middle East. That view was reaffirmed once again most
vigarously in the recent discussion in the General Assembly of the question of
Palestine and the situation in the Middle Bast, The vast majority of the States

Members of the Unlted Nations are at one in believing that it {8 high time for
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tsrael to yield to the will of the international community and to implement the
relevant Sacurity Council resolutions, which so far it has taken upon itself to
igncee with impunity.

The developments in the Middle East and the debates of the past fow days
clearly demonstrate the importance and urgency of f£inally arriving at a
compt ehensive solution to the problem of the Middle Eaat that will put an end, once
and for all, to the suffering of the sorely tried Arsb population, in particular
the Palestinian Arsba, The solution must be based above all on Israel's ocomplete
and unconditional withérawal from all Arab territories occupled since 1967 and the
implementation of the inaliensble rights of the Palestinian people, including the
gight to its own Paleatinian Stato.

The Pevple’s Republic of Bulgacia is convinced thet such a comprehensive
settleasnt of all the complicated and interrelated problems of the Middle East,
that takes into account the interests of all States of the region, will come about
anly through an international conference with the participation on an equal footing
of all the interested pacrties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization
(P10), 1. accordance with the relevant United Mations resoluu'me and decisions.

For that ides to becvme A reslity - an idea which the majority of States have
welcomed ~ a preparatory comnittee within the Security Council ghould be set up
immediately, with the participation of its permanent members, and entrusted with
the preparation of that conference.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Bulgaria for the kind words
he addressed to wme.

Mr. BIRCH (Unitad Kingdom): Pirst, I should like to congratuliate you,
8ir, on your assunption of th¢ presidency of the Security Courcil for this month,

You have already shown that you will conduct our affaire with your customary skill
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and expedition. I would not want to adld to the tribute paid by the representative
of France, except to say that it brings wy delegation a special plezswe to note
that the foundation of your skills was laid during your educatiocn in England,

I should also like to thank those colleagues who have said very kind words
about 8ir John Thomson for his conduct of the Security Council last month.

The vioclence and tension of recent days in East Jerusalem, Bir 2ait and other
parts of the occupisd ter.zitothu are a matter of grtave concern to ay Government.
The killing of & Jewish student in the 014 City of Jerusalem on 15 November was
daplocable. S50, too, have been the activities carried ocut by Jewish extreaists
against the Moslem population of the 0ld City, both before and after that
incident. Those activities continued despite appeals by the authorities for calm.
The spiral of vicience thus created has led inevitably toc more deaths, injuries and

disturbances, &nd has spread to other parts of the occupied tercitories.
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we condemn recourde to violence by whatever side and for whatever motive, We
have heard with concern reports of the use of excessive forca by the authorities of
Israel, the occupying Power, including the use of live ammunition against unarmed
protesters. We recall that, in our view and that of the Security Council as a
whole, the part of Jerusalem occupied by Israel since 1967, like the remainder of
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, constitutes ocsupied tercitory to which the
provisions of the Ganeva Convention ralative to the Protaction of Civilian Pecsons
in Time of War are applicable,

The permanent repredentative of Israel said that he could not sees a more
benign military administzation in history. My Government is opposed to the
continuance of Israeli military occupation, but as long as that military occupation
continues, and in the absaence of & political settlement it is incumbent upoa the
Israeli Government to ensure that its administration is indeed as benign as
claimed. The killing by the security forces of two studants of Bir 2eit tniversity
on 4 December and that of & young boy at Nablus on 5 Decesber sesm to have been an
overreaction and are greatly to be regrected, This underlines the need for the
greatest restraint by the security forces if the serious situation is not to be
made even worse, The only ones to benefit from a worsening of the present tense
atamogphere on the West Bank would be the extremists on both sides,

The PRESIDENT: 1 thank the repregentative of the United Kingdom for his
kind words about whatever qualities I may have that he attributad to me,

The next speaker is the representative of Israel, I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to mxke his statement,
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My, NETANYAHU (Israel): It is useful to ask the purpose of this debate.
If the purpose is the discussion of the restoration of civil ocder, or the method
by which civil order can be restored, that is one possible agenda. One siould then
consider whether it is apptopriate for Wwiis Council, I think that the fair-minded
countries represented at this table would consider that that, potantially, is the
only subject for discussion here today.

However, even undar that more rigorous agenda item, there is no place to
discuss it, simply because we are dealing here with a definite provocation, a
systematic provocation, to which the Covernment has reacted. We are dealing with a
situation that the Government is t to pacify as best it can and to get calm
and order restored. It is very ¢ the convening of this meeting is
intended to achieve the exact opposite.

I ﬂuu.not belabour this point, because it wculd indeed be possible to sit
haere and to recount all the gory incidents and bloody wars that are taking place at
this very moment not very far from us in Israel, but that are not brought to this
table. Yet I must say that, even under the narrow agenda of the restoration of
civil order, there i8 no place for this topic at this meeting.

However, that is not the purpose of this meeting, because those who asked that
it be convened have a broader agenda, It is a political, propagandistic agenda
that consists essentially to haul Israel in, put it before a makeshift tribunal and
subject it to political attacks, ostensibly on the queations of Judea, Samaria, the
so~-called West Bank, but really on the whole legitimacy of Iscael's existence. I
do not think that is the wish of the fair-minded countries, but it is very clear
from the direction the debate is going that that is the wnderlying purpcee behind
it,

Now, there have haen 50 many things sald around this table within ehis

distorted ageada ~ the brcader political atrack against my aounrey - thai 1T awm
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foroed to make a few elemantary points. The wmost elementary of those points is
that the reason we have a problem in the first place is because the hostility of
those in the Aradb world who reject Israel began befora there was a State of
Israel, They attacked the right of the Jews to their own homeland before there was
a State of Israel. Thay launched an attack on us in 1948. In the so-called West
Bank, they destroyed the Jewish communities that had lived there since the time of
Abrahan and David and the Bible and the thousand-year history after the Bible and
the thousand-year history after that - the 3000 years of Jewish continuity in the
Jewish homeland in communities like Bathlehem, Hebron, the old Jewish quarter in
Jerusalen destroyed by those who opposed any sert of Jewish existence, any soct of
Jewish indepandence. That was the 1948 attack, It did not work, Thus our ficst
crime: we survived.

Then came the second great atteapt in 1967. That attempt was launched from
the territories occupied - and I umee that word, for it applies - by the Jordanians
to attack Israel. That did not work elther, and, as a result of that attack, thoge
territories used for the proposed second annihilation of Israel came under israell
control, 1Israel and the Jewish people returned to the places from which they had
been kicked out by the Arab occupants during the only part of their history there,
namely, the 19 years of rule under Jordan. That is the second crime,

Now we are asked by the people who used thodse territories — and by the
Palestine Liberation Organization (FLO) specifically, which was set up in 1964
before the Sik-Day War, before those territories reverted to Israell control - to
vacate those territories so that they may annihilate us once again.

1 listened very vuerully a5 Ambassadsr Mahssuld went &0 great raineg ko aenlain
to us that that is not the PLO's goal, Let the PLO speak for jtself, It claims in
all its statements -~ including those pamphlets fresn off the mint and including

that map that shows "all of Palestine” - all of mandatory Palestine, including
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Jordan. But right now they are concentrating on the 20 per cent of it that is
iecael, and they wish, as they did in 1964 when the tercritory was in Arad hands, to
annihilate the Jewish State. This is what we are talking about.

We cbviously do not intend to be annihilated, and we also would like to have
the opportunity to settle politically the status of those disputed territories. I
have heard voiced around this table the extraocdinary notion that any military
administration is neg;tive from the start. On that basis, one could take the
example of Nazi Germany, which firat of all used its territory to attack other
ocountries, wae occupied by the Allies for a good period of time in what I would
think was, by any consensus, a benign military adainistration, and some of whose
territocies ware then retwned to their former owners while other reverted to
German control after a period of administration, There was, however, a military
administration by the Allies in that countcy that launched an aggressive war.

Jocdan, supported by the PLO, launched sn aggressive war against the Jewish
State, not with the intention of conguest, but with the intention of annihilation,

at lesst on the part of the PLO. That failed.
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S0 we are awaiting the day when our immediate neighbour to the east, in
particular, will change its objective. Until that day comes, we have not acted
unilaterally; we await a political settlement in direct negotiations with our
naighbours. Until that time, wa -~ just like others on other occasions in history -
hava to administer that territory. We administer it, true, with a military
administration, but we have gone well boyond the normal provisions of military
government. We have asgured freedoam of icceu, freedom of religion, freedom of
movement, academic freedom. We have opened universities, which 4id not exist
before. We have opened banks. We have improved the living standards in a way
beyond comparison with any other administration in history.

We are asked, how we can talk about the munificence of Israeli occupation.
That is not what I am talking about. Nobody is suggesting that this particular
Arab minority wants to live under Israeli sovereignty or Israeli rule. This ia
something that hags to be negotiated., I would say this: 1if any minority here 4id
not want to iive under tha majority that runs its hoast country, if this rule were
accepted arcund this table, there would be civil war and worse, irredentism of the
worst kind, in at least half the countries represented in the United Nationa. That
is not cthe point. The point ia that while we are awaitin~- a political settlement,
we try to institute the most tolerant, the most humane rule that is possible.

The interesting guestion is, while people are saying thinge around thia table,
what do the people on the ground say? There is a very useful indicator to what
people really think. It is not what they say, it is what they do, and it is what

they do with their feet. One million crossings, 500,000 in each direction, have
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been registered over the Allenby Bridge and other bridges along the Jordan, If the
situation were the terrible one desccibed here, why would these people keep coming
back with their families, not only to the territoties - Judea, Samaria, the
so-called Wast Bank - but to visit Israel? They come from Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
hundreds of thousands of toucists. They come to take their summer vacation, to do
business, to go to university. This is the reality; this is what we are trying to
do,

But we still ate faced with a most secrious prcblem, and that is the refusal of
our neighbowrs to the east to negotiate with us, And we are still faced with the
intention of the PLO and others to annihflate Israsl. I heard it said neze that
the PLO had bad an intellectual and historical reconciliation - with Iscael, it was
eaid, and then 1 think it was correctad: “No, with the Jews.," I suppose that
means thoy have allowed those Jews born in or who camae to Palestine, like most
Acabs, before 1917 to stay there. By the time we have the negotiations there will
be about three left. Mybe it aeans the kind of reconciliation with the Jewish
people that is registered in calendars sudh as the annual 1966 calendar that the
PLO publimhed, which celebrated the Munich massacte and the Ma‘alot massacre,
There né been no such reconciliation, I am afraid. There has been a stated
policy, on the part of the PLO since its inception of engaging in terroc and terrot
tactice to provoke a war to lead to the annfilihation of Iserael. 1If that war and
that strategy require first that Israel be reducsd to the indefensible 1967
boundaries, so ba it. 1If that strategy requires, further, that diplowacy be
adopted as a8 complementary means to terrorigm, 80 be it as well.

What we are witneseing here is, in fact, a dual strategy. The dual strategy
egzsentially goes like this. You fight with terror; you attack Jews relentlessly,

remor selessly, anywhere in the world and especially in the Middle Fast; and you
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ccas to the international forums and wave a bogus olive branch, You try to get
Istael into a political box, if you will, using diplomacy to extract from it what
you cannot achieve on the ground, to extract from it, in fact, a return to
indefensipble bounmdaries 8o that you can deliver the coup de grice.

This 18 not a new system; it was used earlier in the century by the mentors of
the PLO. The Mufti had a close association with Hitler, and I think that aside
from the terror tactics and the virulent hatred of Jews they picked up snother
idea. That idea was that you could couple diplomacy with war., It ia a very
effactive means, a very effective combination,

That is the whole idea of the international peace conferenc:, because the PLO
has not changed its objective one iota. The objective of an international peace
confarence, supported by the PLO, called for by the PLO, called for by the likes of
Syris, which repeatedly reitecates 1ts intention to fight Israel to the finish, to
annfhilacte Iszael, 18 not peace. What they seak 1is not reoonciliation. wWhat they

seak is a laiger Munich masgsacte, and this is something we will not lend our hand

to,

S0, we have a festering problem. We have a refusal by our neighbours to
negotiate in good faith, to enter into direct negotiations. o have at the same
time the provocation of terror and riots, the attempt to drag Israel into a larger
var with ite nelghbours, and the attempt by countries that 4o not have Isracl's
goodwill or for that matter the goodwill of peace to exert international pressure
and orchestrate a forum to which Terael would be brought and hanged, drawn and
quar ¢tered - and after an unfair trial to boot. Thiu is scmething that the Uniteed
Nations, the General Assembly and certainly the Security Council thould not
aoquiesce in.

If the draft resolution that we have seen i3 indeced adopted by the Security

Comci), it will confirm our judgement that the Security Council is allowing itself

t0 be abused in the wor st pnssible way.
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The PRESIDENT: The next apeaker is the representative of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, on whom I now call,

M. TER2! (Peslestine Liberation Organizatiun): Again I might pose the
same questicn and ask what we are discussing here, While we deliberate, as
mentioned earlier by the representative of Prance, a 12-year-old boy,

Ramadan Mchammed 2eiton, has been shot dead this afternoon, Four othars were
wounded, some cf them seriocusly, when the Israeli ooccupation forces opened fire on
the refugees in the Balata Refugee Camp. Wiat we are discussing is not whether or
not Israel wiil cespect the Fourth Geneva Convention, but how and who will
uhdertake to ensure regpect for that Convention. This is the igsue with which the
Council is faced.

I do not want to recall all that has happened in the last four days. We have
all raad about it in the press and watched it on television, We have watched
Jewish and Arab etudents in the university together protesting at and ccndemning
the force used in the iron-fist policy of the occupying Power., But what nas
happened today? In Jerusalem, for example, in the girl’s school of Al Mamouniakh
and Dar-al-Awlad laraeli troope threw gas canisters on students who waere protesting
at the vioclence used by the occupying Power and at the artreet of somo of their
colleagues, seven boys and five girls from the school, In the Al-Sawahra area,
jJust east of Jerusalem and in 8 0ld city of Jeruselem Israeli occupation forces
confronted with the iron fist and with force demonstrators who were expressing
their rejection of the perpetuation of occupatien.

The Israeli arsy of occupation has besieged the following : ools today: the
Ramallah Secondary School, the Aziz Shaheen Girls School, the school in the refugee
camp of Al-Am‘'ari, the Bireh School, and in the MAm'ari camp the forces of the
Israel a’my have raided the school in "self-defence™. 1In the Jelazon refugee camp

2gain the Israell army, that so-called benign army, has sealed the entrances to the
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rofugee camp. In Nablus again the army has confronted the demonstrators who were
venting their rejection of the practices of the iron policy, and by 9 o'clock local
time thies wmorning the army had arrested 22 young people at Nablus, In the Balata
refugee camp the army imposed & curfew, but of course the people there had opposed
and challenged that curfew, and walked cut in a dssonstration, using stones again,
to confront the Israeli army of ooccupation.

In Gaza again the burial of the martyr w._ was killed in the Bir Zeit turned
into a demonstration. Of courge the army was there to open fire in the air and gas
canisters were thrawn., And when the asbulances came to carty away those who were
injured, the army stopped the asbulances from taking thom to hcspitals.

In the Arab refugee camp near Hebron, as well as in Bethlehem, similarc
confrontations with the aray of occupation have taken place. 1In Hebron itself the
Polytechnic School was also the scene of the same confrontations between the army
of occupation and the students, who were aldo venting their opposition to the
permanence of occupation. 1In the Al-Rhadar village near Bethlechem the settlers
joined together witch the farces of occupation and attacked both the boys' school
and the girls’ school of the village., Now 3ll these oocurtences, attacks, crimes -
call them whatever you wish - only go to show that prolonged occupstion necessarily
engenders resistence, Than, the real issue i3 occcupation and the prolonged
occupation. And I must tel) you that we Palestinianc will remain there like
sitting ducks, t5e shall resist,.

Unfortunately, our weapons are no more than a stone, an empty bottle, a
homemade bottle-explosive, sometimes a dagger, But we will not simply sit there
and be killed,

A lot has ben said about thias oountry, my country, where I was boen and

rajsed, and where I am denied the right to be in my own home, and so are millions

of Palestinians,
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What is the solution? But in the meanwhile, what are the responsibilities of
the occupying Power? Naturally, in 1949 the international community developed some
sort of machanism that would govern the behaviour of occupying troope and occupying
Pover 8, That is what we usually refer to as the Fourth Geneva Convention, Of
course on the question of Jerusalem, as we said, a yeashiva student was stabbed to
death. But was he just stabbed, or was that the result of continuous provocations
by the students in that yeshiva school, as adnitted by the chief of Iaraeli
police? Then, in the final analysis, who is responsible? According to article 29
of the Geneva Convention:

“The patty to the conflict in whose hands protected persons may be responsible

for the treatment accorded to them by its agents irrespective of any

fndividual rcesponsibility which may be incurred.”

The occupying Power had failed - and I would go beyond that and say that the
occupying Power prepared the atmosphere and the ambiance for these provocations,
because had that occupying Power respected the provisions of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, we would not have that yeshiva school in the whole city but simply
because the violation started there, that was the inevitable result of the
violation., 50 it is a chain and not a cycle. And the chain started with the
occupation itself.

We are being told all the time that we should have a peaceful and political
golution, But I aak: why 4id the Palestine Liberation Organization come to the
United Nations in 1974 in the first place? Was it not very clear from the
statement made by the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Yassar Arafat, when he
said: I come with an olive branch, Of course he had to maintain the machine gun
ag well of the freedom fighter, But the olive branch was rejected. By whom? By

those who still occupy and violate the basic rights of our people.
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Again on 1 October 1977, when the nited States and the Soviet Union had a
Joint comuniqué about the peace efforts - I should like to have it very clearly on
record that the only party to the conflict in the Middle East that welcomed that
was the Palestine Liberation Organization - and I would underline "the cnly
pacty®. And what did that joint communiqud say? It said that the United States
and the Soviet Union "believe that within the framework of a cosprehensive
gettlement of the Middle East problem, all specific questions of the settlement
should be resolved, including such key issues as withdrawadl of Ieraeli armed forces
from territories occupied since the 1967 conflict, the resolution of the
Palestinian question, including ensuring the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people, termination of the state of war, and the establishment of normal peaceful
felations on the basis of mutual recognition of the principles of sovereianty,
tercitorial integrity and political independence”.

That comuniqué goes on to say:

"The Unitod States and the Sovjet Union believe that the only right and

effective way for achieving a fundamental solution to all aspects of the

Middle East problem in its entirety is negotiations within the framework of

the Geneva Peace Conference, specially convened for these purpases, with the

pacticipation in i¢3 work of the repregentatives of all the partias involved
in the conflict, including those of the Palestinian people, and legal and
contractual formalization of the decisions reached at the Conference.”

That was on 1 October in 1977, a call for a peace conference, at which all the
partiea, including the representatives of the Palestinian people, would sit
together and consider a peace effort. The Palestine Liberation Organization
welonmed that call, because the representative of the Palestinian people is the

Palestine Liberation Organization.
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That is how we eit here, and that is why we sit here. That is what Palestinians

say. All these demonstrations, all the activity and all the reforendums that are
undertaken in the occupied Palestinian territory say it without any ambiguity: the
PLO is the Palestinians® sole and legitimate representative. It may be that some
people do not like the PLO, but if it is the wish of the Paleatinian people that
the PLO represent them at least the international community should show cespect.
and the international community has shown respect, although it may be that some
have not done so, for the will of the Palestinian people. Perhaps that is another
reason why the war continues, because some people refuse to regpect the will of the
Palestinian people, the principal party to the conflict.

Again, 8ir, in 1983 we were anong the first to support the call for the
convening of an international peace conference, and that is why we are eitting
today in the Council Chamber. It may be, Sir, that under your presidency we can
start the process, but that process has been obstructed., Moreover, with no
agsbiguity wiatsoever, the Palestine Liberation Organization, through a statement
and a message by its Chairman, Yasser Arafat, has said -~ and this has been conveyed
to the Government of the United State. -

"In view of our genuine desire for peace we are ready to negotiate,
within the context of an international conference, with the participation of
the pﬁrmnent members of the Security Council and with the participation of
all concerned Arab parties and the Israeli Government, a peaceful settlement
of the Palestinian problem on the basis of the pertinent United Nations
resolutions, including Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)
and the first step to that would be an affirmation by the United States of
Palestinian gself-determination,”

That offer by the Palestine Liberation Organization has been rejected. To us

that means that the prospects four peace have heen rejected, becauSse an impused
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peace seems to be in the offing and in the making., Thus we wish to state very

clearly here that while we are discussing all these issues, and while we ate
deliberating whether we like one word here or one word there, more people are being
killed because of the violation by the occupying Power of its obligations under the
Pourth Geneva Convention. Other such incidents may be happening all around the
world -~ and we 4o not deny that they do happen - but this is the only case where
the bahaviour of the occupying Power is governed by a convention known as the
Fourth Geneva Conven*ion, and we trust that this Council will ensure respect for
that Convention.

The PRESIDENT: There are no further speakers inscribed on my list and
there has been no draft resolution as such presented, to my knowledge. The next
meeting of the Security Council will, in the light of the discussione going on, be
comuunicated to members by the Secraotariat.

Mr. GAYAMA (Congo) (interpretation from Prench): My delegation, Sir,
would have liked to have had mare normal conditions in which to offer you our
congratulations.

I should sinply like, on behalf of the non-aligned group of the Security
Council, to suggest that since we no longer have any speakers — as you have just
said - and since it seems that, given the rate at which consultations are
proceeding, the Council is almost ready to take a decision, the Council could meet
at the latest tomorrow morning to take a decision on the draft resolution, rather
than holding up the work of the Council any longer,

The PRESIDENT™: Consultations are still under way and we will comnunicate

the time GI the next meeting through the Secreta:iat as soon as we have arrived at

it,

The me%tiﬁq fose at 5 p.m.
Ay BT



