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IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO

SELF~-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO

COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND
OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botawana, Burkina Faso,
Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Lao People's Democtratic
Republic, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mongolia,
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Sao Tcwe and Principe,
Seychelles, Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam,
Zambia and Zimbabwes revised draft resolution

Use of mercenaries as a means to violate human rights of peoples
and to impede the exercise of their right to self-deteimination

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the need for strict ohservance of the principles of sovereign
equality, political independence, territorial integrity of States and
self-determination of peoples, as well as scrupulous respect for the principle of
the non~use or threat of use of force in international relations, enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations and developed in the Declaration on Principles of
international Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, l/

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples and their liberation
movements for their independence, territorial integrity, national unity and
liberation from colonial dominatio apartheid, foreign intervention and occupation,

1/ General Assambly resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, annex.
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LDeeply concerned about the increasing menace which the activitics of
mercenaries reprosent for all States, particularly African, Central American and
other developing States,

Recognizing that mercenarism is a threat to international peace and security,

Recognizing alao that the activities of wercenaries are contrary to
fundanental principles of international law, such as non-interference in the
internal affairs of States, territorial integrity and independence, and serioualy
impede the process of self-determination of pnoplos struggling againat colonialism,
vracism and apartheid and all forms of foreign domination,

Recalling all of its relevant resolutions, particularly resolution 40/74 of
11 December 1985, in which the United Nations denounced the practice of usaing
mercenaries, in particular againat doveloping countries and national liheration
movements,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 239 (1967) of 10 July 1967,
405 (1977) of 14 April 1977, 419 (1977) of 24 November 1977, 496 (1981) of
15 December 1981 and 507 (1982) of 28 May 1982, in which the Council, inter alia,
condemnad any State which perslated in permitting or tolerating the recrultment of
mercenaries and the provision of facilities to them, with the objective of
overthrowing the Governments of States Members of the United Nations,

Welcoming ‘he adoption by the Economic and Social Council of resolution
1986/43 of 23 May 1986 in which the Council condemned the increased recruitment,
financing, training, assembly, transit and use of mercenaries,

Reaffirming its decision, in Assembly resolution 32/130 of 16 Decemt.er 1977,
to accord priority to the search for solutions to the mass and flagrant viclations
of human rights of peoples and persons affected by situations such as those
resulting, inter alia, from aggression and threats against national soveraignty,
national unity and territorial integrity,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the Organization of African Unity and
the Convention adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its fourteenth ordinary session, held at
Libreville from 2 to 5 July 1977, 2/ condemning and outlawing wercenarism and its
adverse effects on the independence and territorial integrity of African States,

Deeply concerned at the loss of life, substantial damage to property and
long-term negative effects on the economy of southern African countries resulting
from metcenary aggressions,

Strongiy condemning the racist régime of South Africa for its increasing use
of groups of armed mercenaries against national liberation movements and for the
destabilization of the Governments of southern African States,

2/ See A/32/310.
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1. Condemns the increased recruitment, ¢inancling, training, assembly,
transit and use of mercenaries, as well as other forms of support to mercenaries,
including so-—-called humanitarian aid, for the purpose of daestabilizing and
overthrowing the Governm: nts of southern Africa, Central America and other
developing States and fighting against the national liberation movements of peoples
struggling for the oxercise of their right to self-deterwination)

2, Denounces any State which persiste in the recruitment, or permits or
tolerates the rocruitment, of mercenaries and provides facilities to them for
launching armed aggression against other States)

3. Calls upon all States to exercise the utmost vigilance against the monace
posad by the activities of mercenaries and to ensure, by both administrative and
legialative measures, that the territory of those States and other territories
under their control, as well as their nationals, are not used for the recruitment,
assembly, financing, training and transit of mercenaries, or the planning of such
activities designed to destabilize or overthrow the Government of any State and to
fight the national liberation movementsa struggling against racism, apartheid,
colonial domination, foreign intervention and occupation for their independence,
territorial integrity and national unityy

4. Urges all States to take the necessary measured under their respective
domeatic laws to prohibit the recruitment, financing, training and tranasit of
mercenaries on their territoryy

5. Calls upon all States to extend humanitarian assistance to victims of
situations resulting from the use of mercenaries, as well as from colonlias or alien
domination or foreign occupation)

6. Takes note of DBconomic and Social Council resolution 1986/43, in which
the Council urged the Commission on Human Rights to appoint a special rapporteur on
this subject with the view to preparing a report for consideration at the
forty-fourth session of the Commission)

7. Decides to pay due attention to the matter at its forty-second session)

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a repor! on this question to the
General Assembly at its forty-second sessior, under the ag ada item entitled
"Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to
self-determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples for the effective guarantee and observ. nce of human rights”.



