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Letter dated 28 November 1986 from the Permanent Representatives
of India and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

We have the honour to forward the text of the "Delhi Declaration on Principles
for a Nuclear-weapon Free ana Non-violent World”, sianed on 27 November 1986 at
New Delhi by Kis Excellency Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Miniater of India » 1} His
Excellency Mikhail Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union. We request that this be circulated as an official document of the

General Assembly, under agenda items 48, 54, 59, 60, 65, 68 and 141, and of the
Security Council.

(5igned) Aleksandc M. BELONOGOV (Signed) C. R GHAREKHAN
Permanent Representative Permanent Representative
of the Union of Soviet Socialisat of India to the
Republics to the United Nations United Nations
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ANNEX
Text of the Delhi Declaration on Principles for a Nuclear-weapon

Free and Non-violent World signed at New Delhi on
27 Novemher 1986

Today humanity stan': at a crucial turning point in histoiry. Nurlear weapons
threaten to annihilate not only all that man has created throuah the aaes, but man
himself and even life on earth. In the nuclear age, humanity must evolve a new
political thinking, a new concept of the world that would provide credible
auarantees for humanity's survival. People want to live in a safer and more just
world. Humanitv deservas a bette. fate than being a hostage to nuc]‘-ar texror and
despair. It is necessary to change the existing world situation and to build a
nuclear-weapon free world free of violence and hatred, fear and suspicion.

The world we have inuerited belonas to present and future generations and this
demands that primacv be aiven to universally accepted human values. The riaht of
every nation and every verson to life, freedom, peace and the pursuit of happiness
must be recognized. The use or threat of use of force must be abandoned. The
right of everv people to make their own =ocial, political and ideological choices
must be respecteu. Policies that seek to establish the domination by some nthers
must be renounced. The expansion of nuclear arsenals and the development of space
weapons undermine the universally accepted conviction that a nuclear war should
never be fought and can never be won.

On behalf of the more than 1 billion men, women and children of our two
friendly countries, who acount for one fifth of mank nd, we call upon the peoples
and lead.rs of all countries to take uraent action that would lead to a world free
of weapons of mass destruction, a world without war.

Conscious of our common regponsibility for the des.inies of our two nations
and of mankind, we hereby set forth the following orinciples for buildina a
nuclear-weapon free and non-violent world:

1. Peaceful coexistence must become the universal norm of international
relationst

In the nuclear age it is necessary that international relations are
restructured so that confrontation is replaced bv co-operation, and conflict
situations resolved through peaceful political means, not through military
means.

2. Human life must be recognized as supreme:

It is onlv man's creative genius that makes proaress and development of
civilization possibhle in a peaceful environment.
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3. Non-violence should be the basis of community life:

Philosophies and policies based on violence and intimidation, ineauality
and opvression, and discrimination on the basis of race, religion or colour,
are immoral and impermissible. They spread intolerance, destrovy man's noble
aspirations and negate all human values.

4. Understanding and trust must replace fear and suspicion:

Mistrust, fear and suspicion between nations and peoples distort
perceptions of the real world. They enaender tensions and, in the final
analysis, harm the entire international cowmunity.

S The right of every State to political and economic independence must
be recognized and respected:

A new world order must be built to ensure economic justice and equal
political security for all nations. An end to the arms race is an essential
brerequisite for the establishment of such an order.

6. Resources being spent on armaments must be channelled towards social
and economic development:

Only disarmament c¢an release the enormous additional resources needed for
combating economic backwardness and povertv.

7. Conditions must be guaranteed for the individual's harmonious
development:

All nations must work together to solve uraent humanitarian problems and
co-operate in the areas of culture, the arts, science, education and medicine
for the all-round development of the individual. A world without nuclear
weapons and violence would open up vast opportunities for this.

8. Mankind's material and intellectual potential must be used to solve
global problems:

Solutions must be found to global problems such as shortage of food, the
qgrowth of populations, illiteracy and environmental degradation through the
efficient and appropriate uses of the resources of the earth. The world's
oceans, the ocean floor as well as outer space are the common heritage of
mankind. A termination of the arms race would create better conditions for
this purpose.

9. The “"Balance of Terror” must qive way to comprehensive international

security:

The world is one and its security is indivisible. East and West, North
and South, reqardless of social systems, ideologies, religion or race must
join together in a2 common commitment to disarmament and develcpment.
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International security can be guaranteed through the adoption of
intearated measur2s in the field of nuclear disarmament using all available
and agreed measures of verification, and confidence-building: Jjust political
gettlement of reaional conflicts, through peaceful neqgotiations; and
co-operation in the political, economic and humanitarian spheres.

10. A nuclear-weapon free and non-violent world requires specific and
immediate action for disarmament:

It can be achieved through aqreements on:
Complete destruction of nuclear arsenals before che end of this centurv;

Barring of all weapons rrom outer space, which is the common heritaae of
mankind,

Banning of all nuclear-weapon tests;

Prohibition of the development of new tvpes of weapons of mass
destruction;

Banning of chemical weapons and destruction of their stockpiles)
Reducina the levels of conventional arms and armed forces.

Pending the elimination of nuclear weapons, India and the Soviet Union
provose that an international convention banning the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons should he concluded immediately. This w.wld constitute a
major concrete step towa:ds complete nuclear disarmament.

Buildina a nuclear eapon free and non-violent world requires a
revolutionarv transformation of outlook and the education of people and
nations for peace, mutual respect and tolerance. The propaganda of i‘ar,
hatred and violence should be forbidden and hostile verceptions with reaard to
other nations aud peoples abandoned.

Wisdom lies in preventing the accumulation and agaravation of alobal
problems which, if not solved today, w,ild reaquire even areater sacrifices
tomorrow.

The danger that threatens mankind is grave. But mankind has the power to
orevent a catastrophe, and to pave the wav to a nuclear-weapor. free
civilization. The aathering strength of the coalition for peace embracina the
efforcs of the Non-Aligned Movement, the Six-Nation Five-Continent initiative
for peace and cdisarmament, all peace-lovina countries, political parties and



public oraanizations gives us reason for hope and optimism,

decisive and uraent action is now.

(Signed) M. GORBACHEV
General Secretary
of the CPSU Central Committee

{Sianed) R. GANDHI
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The time for

Prime Minister of the Republic

of India



