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Ir~ the absence of the President., Hr. Benar (Surlname), Vice-president, took

the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

A~A ITl!M 42 (continued)

'ID SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA: TmEA'l'S 'ID INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SEaJRlTY AND
PEACE INITIATIVES:; DRAFT RESOUJTION (A/4l/L.34)

Hr. 'l'SVE'l'KOV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from French); The General

Assemly is now considering the situatim in Central America for the fourth time,

which demonstrates that the growing concern and fears for the future of peace and

security in that part of the wexld are justified. As is emphasized in the Final

Document of the eighth sumnit Conference of nen-aligned countries, held in Barare,

the 9ituation in Central America is one of the main causes of international

tension. Despi t:s the constant appeals of the Non-Aligned M;)vement and the

OI1erwelming majority of States and the efforts of the Contadora Group to find a

diplClllatic solution, the crisis has worsened because of the imperialist policies of

interference and intervention, which, added to the endemic situation of pOI1erty and

oppression in the region, constitute a real thL'eat to international peace and

security. The Beads of State or Go'Iernment also emphasized the fact that the roots

of the conflict in Central America are social and economic in nature and cannot be

seen in terms of ideological cCXlfrcntation between military blocs. They not:ed that

the danger of direct united States intervention in Nicaragua and other countrtes in

the region has increased ala.rmingly.

There has been recently a set'ioua worsening of the situation in the region.

As the F~eign Ministers of the Contadcxa SUpport Groups stated on 1 OCtober last;
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(Hr. TsvetkOll, Bulgar ia)

-The crisis in Central AJIIerica is becoming more serious fINery day and the

risk of war is increasing.· (A/41/662)

OUr ing. the genf'.J:al debate snny Beads of State or Gover nment and many Poreign

Ministers expr~lssed in the General ASsemly their serious CQ'lcern OIler the critical

and extremely tense situatiQ'l in Central' America.

In this the InternatiQ'lal Year of Peace proclaimed by the tl\ited Nations it

was natural to exrect that all countr ies and Gover nmen~ would focus their effor ta

en the search for ways and Illeans of strengthening international peace and security

and increasing trust and co-operation aJOOng States. But the United states has

taken an extremely dangerous step, heightening tension in Central America and

adding to the danger of military confrontation just before the General Assembly

took up this item on Central America, the President of the Olited states signed the

Bill allocating military aid in the amount of SlOO million to the Nicaraguan

counter-rfINolutienary bands, thus Virtually opening up the way to aggression

against a sOV'ereign State Member of the United Nations and a member of the

Non-Aligned MOV'ement. ¥bat was earlier entrusted in secret to mercenaries of all

kinds has now become official State policy.

Against the t,ackgromd of the recent irrefutable proof of tl\ited states

participatiQ'l in the supply and financing of counter-revolutimaties - as in the

case of the mercenary captured recently Q'l Nicaraguan territory - the international

co_unity cannot fall to be alarmed by all this. The anti-people, terrorist nature

of the centras is known to all. The facts il!Stablished before the International

Court of Justice unmasked them as mercenaries in the pay of foreign interests and

wi thout popular support. This policy also harms the Nicaraguan economy, the damage

moounting already to over S2 billim, and its corollary is a terrorized civilian

populatim and the death of 16,000 Nicaraguans.
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Plans have been revealed to rearm the contras with new modern weapons and

aircraft and to train them in special units of the united States Army. The latest

information frem the tbited States ~ess indicates that tbited States territory

will be used directly, as will that of neighbouring States, for military aggression

against Nicaragua.

we should also recall the judgement hmlded down by the International Court of

Justice on 27 June 1986 to the effeet that in tralr,ing, arming and financing tha

contras carrying out armed comat against Nicaragua the united States is ~iolating

the I.orms of international law. Mining the territorial waters, violating the air

space, carrying out attacks and organizing sabotage against economic targets

constitute gross interference in the internal affairs of a sO'lereign state. The

Internatialal Court of Justice has delivered an unamiguous judgement calling on

the united States immediately to end and to refrain from any similar act that would

strengthen the military and paramilitary activities against the Republic of

Nicaragua.

The decision of the International Court of Juetice has received wide support

in the international community and the thited Nations. It was also firmly

supported by the Beads of State or Government meeting in Barare, who addressed an

urgent appeal to the tbited States to comply with the judgement. This was also the

prevailing view in the security Council during its recent meetings, but the United

States veto prevented the adoption of a resolution to that effect. Recently, the

General Assembly, in its rt:.Jolution 41/31, called for compliance with the jUdgement

of the International Court: of Justice.

The interests of peace and security require, as stated in General Assembly

resolution 40/139,
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(Mr. 'l'8vetkov, Bulgaria)

-all States to refrain !rOIl interv_ing il,lil the internal situatiiDR in

El salvador and, instead of helping in any way to prolong and intensify the

war, w encourage the cantinuation of the dialogue until a just and lasting

peace is amievedw•

They also require the cessation of the use gf the territory of the states of

Central America aD staging posts for acts of aggression and sutwersion to thwart

aspiratiCXls to ~eedo. and independence.
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(Mr. 'l'svetkov, Bulgaricp.)

The condemnation of this policy by the international community and the united

Nations leads to the clear conclusion that in the world of today problems must be

solved not through force and intervention but on the basis of respect for the

fUndamental principles and norms of international law. That was the main

conclusion of the three meetings held by the Security Council in the last six

months to consider the critical situation in Central America and threats against

Nicaragua. Particular attention was drawn to the fact that the increased acts of

aggression against Nicaragua were a violation of Security Council resolutions

530 (1983) and 562 (1985) which confirm the right of Nicaragua, as of any other

State in the region, to live in peace and security without outside interfarence,

and also confirms their exclusive right to choose their own political and social

system.

Contrary to what some believe, the world has not forgiven another black page

in the recent history of the ~eoples of the region, that is, the military

intervention and occupation of the small island country of Grenada. It is relevant

to recall that Grenada became the victim of aggression precisely because it dared

to choose its own path to independence and development. The aspirations of the

people there were crushed, but its ideals of national independence and of

independent development and progress can never be crushed. The situation in

Central America and the developments taking place there prove once again th6t in

the world of today it is in the interests of inteLnational security to unite all

our efforts to eliminate the flash-points of tension that exist in various parts of

the world. That is why the People's Republic of Bulgaria, with other socialist

countries, submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-first session the

question of establishing a comprehensive system of international peace and

security, including as principal elements the settlement of conflicts, respect
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for the essential rules of civilized relations between States, and safeguards for

the right of each State freely to choose its own political and economic development.

In explaining our position on the situation in Centr~l America and, in

particular, on the dangerous situation created around Nicaragua, the Bulgarian

delegation wishes to reaffirm its support for the constructive efforts of the

Contadora Group and the Support Group to find ways and means of achieving a

political settlement of the situation in Central America, with due regard for the

interests of all the countries of ~he region. The agreements arrived at by the

OOntadora Group took into account in a balanced manner the security interests of

all countries in the region and contain specific and realistic proposals for

ensuring peace, fo~ ending military escalation and preventing armed intervention

from the outside, for halting armed interference from foreign territories with the

aid of mercenary gangs and other forms of terrorism, pressure and blackmail against

countries in the region. Here we should note the constructive position taken by

Nicaragua, Which has said that it is ready to accept the Contadora ACt on Peace and

Co-operation in Central America as a whole and to sign it without any further

delay. It is now clear, two years after that document was first produced, who is

blocking the way to its adoption and hampering the negotiations.

Obviously the critical situation in central America can only be settled

through negotiations, including direct negotiations between the United States and

Nicaragua, pursuant to resolutions of the Security Council on normalizing relations

between those two countries, a normalization to which there is no real obstacle.

Attempts to proceed from a position of strength, to use threats, the diktat

and direct military intervention, whether in Central America, in southern Africa,

in the Middle East or in the caribbean, are doomed to failure. TO act thus is to

act against the legitimate aspirations of the peoples for peace, national
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independence, democracy and social progress. The histo~ic achievements of the

Cuban people, who decided their own destiny in independence almost 30 years ago,

despite the continuing psychological and economic pressure brought to bear by

imperialism, is a shining example that the desire for freedom and development

cannot be stifled.

We are deeply convinced that maintaining a situation of tension in Central

America is not in tho interests of any country of the region. It is also contrary

to the interests of peace and security in the world.

As we have frequently said, Bulgaria stands in solidarity with the struggle of

Nicaragua, which is defending its independence and its right to choose freely its

own form of political and economic development.

My country endorses the calls for realism to win out over adventurism, so that

the peoples of that region of the earth can be left to themselves to decide their

own future and realize their dreams of peace, independence and social progress in

their own way.

M~. KORHONEN (Finland): The situation in Central America remains

critical. We are witnessing continuous acts of violence in the region. The

principles of sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity are being

frequently violated. Resources desperately needed for social and economic purposes

are being wasted. As always, innocent civilians are those who suffer most. They

often have to leave their homes and become refugees. They need our special

attention. Finland, t~erefore, commends the efforts of the united Nations High

commissioner for Refugees (UNBCR), which has been what it can to alleviate the

plight of the refugees.

All avenues should be used and every effort should be made in order to reach a

peaceful and lasting settlement in the Central Ameri~an region. The roots of this
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current crisis lie deep in the old social and economic structures. COnsequently,

any comprehensive solution to the area's problems is possible only if it addresses

. these basic issues.

The COntadora Group and ~ts Support Group have endeavoured to find a solution

agreeable to all Central American States. They have presented several

comprehensive proposals to this a~d. Moreover the existence of the COntadora

process has had a positiv~ and calming effect in the region.

The Uni ted Nations General Assembly and the Security council have recognized

the efforts of the COntadora Group as the bes~ avenue to solve the present crisis

and its root causes. As a rule, a regional solution to a regional problem is the

best alternative. Finland also believes that the GOvernments in the region are

those most capable of understanding all needs and obstacles as well as of finding a

balance between various interests.

We once again wish to reaffirm our full support of the efforts of the

COntadora Group. It is important that its work should continue. And it is crucial

that it should be given the chance to work towards agreement without any outside

interference and without burdening it with extraneous elements.

We believe that the recent development in the region towards pluralistic,

democratic systems, as well as the continuation of the dialogue among the five

Central American leaders, will have a positive effect on the negotiation process.

We also hope that the decision to establish the Central American parliament will

give new possibtlities for mutual confidence.

..
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The GoIrernment of Pinland gives its full suppcxt to the rules of interntional

la" and to the United Natiens Cbarter. Accordingly, we believe that all

internatienal disp.ltes Bust be settled by peaceful means and througb negotiations.

All States must refrain frOll the use of force or the threat of use of force~ 'Ibe

pr:1nciples of non-interference and non-intervent:l.on must be respected.

we also wish to uphold the authority of the International Court of Justice.

In our opinion the decisions tibich are taken by the highest guardian of

international law should be respected. Tbe authozity of the International Court of

Justice would be best served if all States would, like Pinland, accept its

COllpllaory jurisdi-etion.

Mr. VRAAIS~ (Norway)~ We bave, over the past year, witnessed a

"Cll:sening of the general situation in Central America, marked by increased

bilateral incidents, the escalation of warfare and a stalemate in the negotiating

pcocess. we share the concern expressed by the secretary-General in bis repoct en

the situation in the area. we also share bis views concerning the basic elellents

on _lch a peaceful settlement of the ccnflict should be based.

Of special impor tance is the need for a La tin lImer iean solution to the

region's problems, problems tlbiob should be removed from the arena of the East-west

conflict. Furt.'1erllOre, the establishment of pluralistic democratic SystellS and

respect for buman rights, as well as the right of all nations to self-determination

and the right to choose freely and without outside interference their own forllS of ~

government and their own political, ecmomic and social systems, constitute the

central elements in this context. At the same time the pcobibition of the use of a

Ra tione 's territory as a base for attmcks on another COIm try is a crucial

pce-condition for lasting peace in the region.
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The problems of the Central American region are not new. They have been

caused by centuries of social injustice and exploitation. Political change in

Central l\merica is inevitable. The escalation of violence offers no hope to the

peoples of that troubled region.

My Government continues to support the peace efforts of the Contadora Group

and "the Support Group. We are, however, concerned about the lack of progress in

the peace process.

We would strongly welcome political and economic support by other countries

and groupG of cOWltries to the area in the hope that broad and constructive

involvement will contr ibute to a peaceful solution of the problems in this region.

My Government feels that it is essential for the people of the area to be allowed

to solve their problems free from outside interference. The root causes of the

problems are as I have said, economic and social, and continued warfare can only

exacerbate these problems~

The Contadora Accord remains the only widely-acceptable basis for reaching a

peaceful solution. It affirms the soverei(3J1 equality of States, the peacefUl

settlement of disputes and the rejecticn of the threat or use of :::orce, as well as

the export of terrorism and subversion, support for democratic institutions and the

promotion of social justice.

It is our sincere h~pe that the efforts undertaken by the Contadora Group and

its Support Group will lead to an early solution of the complex and difficult

problems in the area.

The conflict in Central America can be settled only by political means. We do

not believe that mili tary assistance from states outside the region will help in

resolving the conflict.

It is important that we do not forget the human aspect of the political crisis

in Central America. The Upheavals and the fighting are causing an increasing
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numer of refugees in the region. I should like to pay a tribute to the Office of

the United Natims Bic.;h Cc:.aissicner for Refugees for the invaluable assistance it

provides to the refugees. May I a180 extend that tribute to other international

and nCXl:-governmental organizations which are active in this field. The Norwegian

Government has contributed to this humanitarian effort and will cCXltinue to do so

as lalg as it is required.

Mr. KNIPPING VIcroRIA (DOminican Republic) (interpretation from

Spanish): At the last session of the General Assemly and throughout this year the

Government of the Dominican REPublic has repeatedly expressed to the internatiCXlal

community its deep con~ern about the crisis besetting the Central ~lJler1can region.

During this entire period and since the beginning of the Central American oonfli~t,

we have maintained, in unequivocal and consistent terms, our profound cOlilviction

that the solution to the crisis will be viable and lasting only if it is the result

of dialogue and the poH~;~cal will to aebieve an agreement aJllQ'lg the pa~ties

directly concerned. We have, moreover, firmly and repeatedly stated that, in the

search f"..r a peaceful settlement of the crisis, the fundamental principles

IUlderlying the internaticnal legal order, guaranteeing hArmonious and civilized

coexistence between nations and in particular the principles of non-intervention

and the self-determination of peoples, must be re~ffirmed and strengthened.

However, this dialogue and poli tical will necessary to achieve agreement to which

we have referred must be placed in Cl propitious and suitable context lU:ely to

engender the best possible calditions capable of eliminating suspicion and

political or any other difficulties and whieb at the same time could create the

climate of DUtual ~onfidence that must prevail in any negotiating process.
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Bow has the situation evolved in Central America in the time that has elapsed

since the General Assembly debated that quest:!Ql\ at the fortietbsession? A quick

retrospective look shows that there r .s been a profound deterioration in the

Central"me~ican situation, a deterioration wbieb has taken lIany different forllS,

accentuating and aggravating conditions whieb could cause a true explosion of

alarming and unsuspecting proportions in Latin America.

This cursory examination enables us to ascer~in how bilateral relationa

between sane countries in tbe region have reamed disquieting levels of 'danger; how

the same situation arises with States outside the region which nevertheless have

links and interests in the area~ how the threat of serious border ~lashes and armed

incident.s have persisted; how the irrational arms race has continued in the area;

how the foreign military presence has intensified in the area; how the process of

11I1tual accusations and recriminations between oertain co~lntries in the region has

increased.

To this dangerous situation we would have to add the crushing economic

recession which aggravates the already desperate conditions in which our Central

American brothers live. In fact the present world economic crisis whieb affects

the whole of Latin America has in Central America deepened the prevailing unjl!st

inequalities resulting from its anachronistic structures, thus contributing to the

deterioration of the aforementicned situation both in its political as well as in'

its economic and social aspects.

Until now the Contadora Group has been able to keep Central America out of any

mill tary confrontation. That has been an irNalusble contribution to the cause of

peace which has earned for the Contadora Group the grati tude of the international

community as a whole and more especially that of the countries of Latin America.
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On the other hand, Contadora's untiring and unremitting efforts in favour of

peace have strengthened the increasingly widespread view that the use of force as

an alternative to a solution does not resolve but rather exacerbates underlying

tension. Despite the present grCMing difficulties, we firmly believe that the

Contadora Group could promote the peace process and create anew the conditions

required to restore a climate of mutual co-operation and confidence, an

indispensable precondition for the restoration of the negotiating spirit among the

Central American countries. Therefore we must nCM more than ever encourage the

efforts of the Contadora Group in its quest for peace in Central America.

An effective way of contributing to the Contadora effort in favour of peace,

that splendid and plausible Latin American initiative, would be to observe and

scrupulously comply with all its recommendations and provisions suggested in its

quest for peace and especially those conveyed in the Caraballeda Message addressed

both to the Central American countries themselves and to states having links and

interests in the region.

Compliance with those provisions would make it possible to restor.e the climate

of confidence necessary for dialogue and negotiations. It would also be desirable

for all States to refrain from adopting, supporting or promoting political,

economic or military measures of any kind against any State in the Central American

region would could ha~r the Contadora peace objectives.

All of those actions, if carried out concomitantly, would give decisive

impetus to the negotiating tlrocess undertaken by the Contadora Group, which,

despite the disruption of the conditions intrinsic in a dialogue, still maintains

its full validity as a Latin Amer ican instrument for the peaceful settlement of

disputes.
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As we bave stated on different occasions, we believe that the root causes of

the crisis in Central America are to be found in the unjust political. econOllie and

social structures which bave pl'eI7ailed in that part of our America. For peace to

be achieved in Central AIDer ica a new broader social order must be establisbed in

the region, with greater participation of dellDcratic and pluralist institutions,

where, unrestrictedly, public fr(!edoms are respe~ted and buman rights are lXOlDOted

and guaran teed.

Similarly, that new order sbould respect the right of dissent, establisb

minimum indispensable requirements so that the great masses of the population My

bave access to the benefits of educatial and culture, the right to food and

housing, the right to WOl:k and to bealth, in short to eliminate the blatant

economic and social inequalities which give rise to the present situation.

In this Caltext we are pleased to emphasize a passage from the Esquipulas

Declaration, signed by the five Central American Presidents. wbich agrees

substantially with the aforementialed principles and views, as follows:

- ••• peace in Central America can be achieved only through an authentic

democratic process that is pluralist, and participatory, which entails the

promotion of social justice and respect for human rights, the sO'lereignty and

territorial integrity of States and the right of every nation to choose,

freely and without outside interference of any kind its own economic,

political and social pattern, it being mderstood that such a choice is the

result of the freely expressed will of the peoples concerned.- (A/40/ll~,

2. 3, para. 4)

There is no doubt that this awareness of the Central American countries, wbidl

are the ally ales competent to resolve their differences and determine their own

future, on ttie basis on which a solutial to the present crisis should be found,
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opens new encouraging prospects in the arduous peace process since these same

principles and others oollplementing theJI are reflected in the Ccntac10ra Act for

peace and' co-operation in Central Medca.

At the same meeting the Central American 1're-sic1ents recognized categorically

that the Cmtad«a process was the best poll tical forWl at present available to

Ce.ntral America for the acbie', ..-nt of peace and democracy and the rec1u~tion of

teMions.

In light of those conside.rations, and above all taking into account the fact

that the Central American countries unanimously accepted by eonsensus the

substantive provisions in the Contadora Act, we cannot m this occasion allow

ourselves to be overcome by disillusicn. The peace efforts that have been so

admirably undertaken by the Contadora Group with the active co-operatim of its

SUpport Group I!1US t be cattinued.

At this crucial stage of the negotiations the intelr;national community,

authentically represented in the (;(meral Assemly, should reiterate its full

support for the Contadora peace initiative, the only alternative that can bring to

the troubled Central American region a new era of peace, concord, brotherhood,

economic developnent and social justice"
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fir. 'mEIK1 (Libyan Arab Juahir iya) (interpcetation from Arabic): POur

years have passed since the General ~enbly first considered the situation in

Central America. However, no pcogr:ess has been made with regard to that situatiCll

of tension becawae of the eccmomic, military end political pressures on Nicaragua,

Whim are des igned to undermine its independence and national swereignty ..

The judgement of the 1nter:naticmal Court of Justice of 27 June 1986 reaffirmed

that the tr: aifting, arming, equipping and financing of mercenar iea consti tu tea

interference in the affairs of other States. we believe that this judgement of the

highest judicial body should be respected anet that the countries of Central America

should co-operate in its implementation in such a way as to ensure their right to

choose their own political and economic systems and fulfil their cspiratiCll to

freedom, eCCX10mic development and social justice.

The Contadora Group has made great efforts to bring about a peaceful

settlement of the problem of Central America and bring peace and security to the

regim. Despi te those efforts, however, the siLation continues to deter iorate day

by day because of the cQ'ltinuance of hostili ties against Nicaragua and the attempts

to impede the Contadora pt'ocess. In the firm belief that it is ·the responsibility

of the countries of Central America to solve their problems for theDLgelvea, by

peaceful means and without foreign interference, my country consistently supports

the efforts of the Contadora Group to bring abQ1t a e::cmprehensive, lasting

settlement of the pcoblems of Central America and to bring peace to that regim, so

that the PeOples of Central America my live in an atmosphere of peace and security.

Nicaragua has repeatedly affirmed its willingness to engage in a constructive,

meaningful dialogue wi th the uni tea Sta tes and :I. t has welcomed the good offices of

the CCIltadora Group designed to bring peace to the region. However, in spite of

all these efforts towards Peace made by the Go'Iernment. of Nicaragua, there has been
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no response from the Qlited States. Nicaragua ccntinues to be faced with

persistent acts of subversion and aggression by the contra gangs, whie:tA enjoy the

support and back ing of the tl'li ted etates. .

The unite<l States has rejected any dialogue with Nicaragua and, indeed,

refuses to engage in dialogue with small countries. It wants to impose its

hegellODY by force of arms, such as it used against my country, by invasim as in

the case of Grenada, or by supporting mercenaries, as in the case of Nicaragua.

Finally, my country reiterates its condemnation of acts of repressim, the use

of ecatomic pressure against Nicaragua and interference in its internal affairs.

we hope that the Cmtadora Group will bring about the best possible peaceful

settlement of the crisis situation in Central America. we consistently and fully

support the good offices of that Group.

Mr. SOGID (Benin) (interpretation from Frenchh If there is one region

of the wcxld in which the clash of two antagmistic wills is endangering

international peace and security, it is that of Central America. The first is the

will bcxn of the legitimate aspiration of the peoples of the region to decide their

own future in full sO'lereignty~ the second is the will of a Power, Nietzschean in

essence, to acJlere to the notorious Monroe Doctrine, rejecting outside intervention

in the affairs of the Americas that would call into question their pre-eminence in

the regime

To the noble ideals of Bolivar, Jose Marti and sandino are opposed the

autocratic, feudal cmcepts of SOmoza, Trujillo, Batt1sta and Duvalit;\t.

We are only too aware that the tensions that have always prevaUed in Central

AIIerica and the Caribbean are essentially of a pelt tical, social and ecmomic

nature. Those tensims, which result from the traditimal structures of repressive

r4g1mes and natimal eCalomic structures that cause poverty, inequality and
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suffering, are exacerbated by outside intervention and int~.rference. So, like the

peoples of Africa and Asia, the peoples of Latin America have paid and continue to

pay heavy tribute to the dominating forces that have always opposed their most

legi timate aspirations and the exercise of their inalienable rights.

Directly, or through puppet regimes, international imperialism is committing

aggressicn against the states and denying the peoples of the region their right to

moose freely their own political system. For having dared to question this

situation and to rise up against more than half a century of SOmozosist barbarism

and tyranny, the PeOple of Nicaragua now have unleashed against them the wrath of

those that see the liberation of oppressed peoples in terms of damage to their own

selfish interests.

Isolated, threatened, attacked constantly, Nicaragua had no recourse, to

defend its sovereignty and independence, but to make known to the international

comnunity the terrible trial with which it was confronted.

The Non-Aligned Movement, at all its meetings both at we Foreign Minister and

at the Heads of State level, has never failed to express its concern at the threats

of all kinds to that country and the region, and for four years now, at each of its

ordinary sessions, the General Assembly has discussed this matter. We deplore the

fact that security Council resolutions 530 (1983) and 562 (1985) have remained dead

letters, and that despite the efforts of the Contadora Group ,rmd the Support Group

tension still persists in the region. In all these forums regret has been

expressed at the increase in the number and the violence of confrontations, which

involve great loss of life and serious material damage. There has been

condemnation of the acts of aggression by armed mercenaries organized and financed

from outside, and of the application of coercive economic measures, including a

tr ade embargo.



~P/sj6/at A/41/PV.75
2...25

(MI:. 8og10, Benin)

To pcevent this explosive situatiClft from leading to a generalized cClftflict in

the reg1cm, the internAtional coJlllUnity awJt continue to appeal to the conscience

.md sense of responsibility of all the comtries illlfolved in the conflict to abide

by the principles of the united Nations Cbarter and of international law concerning

non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, the non-use of fcxce, the

peaceful settlement of disputes and peaQefu1 coexistence.
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My delegation oan only weloome the continuing effort13 being made by the

COntadora Group and the Support Group to achieve la just and lasting peace in the

region"

We can only agree with them on the need for a Latin American solution to the

problems of the region, outside of the context of the East~eDt conflict.

It is significant that they have reconfirroed the r~ght of all nations to

self-determination, which means that all States must be able, freely and without

outside interference, to choose their own forms of government and their own

political, economic and social systems. It is also significnt that they have

condemned the use of a nation's territory aa a base for attacks on another country

or for the provision of military or logistical support to irregular troops or

subversive groups as well as support by any State within or outside the region to

any irregular forces or subversive groups operating in any country of the region.

But I would above all refer to their Declaration dated 1 OCtober 1986 entitled

WPeace is still possible in Central Americaw• It is much more than a simple

statement of what they believe in and a commitment to work for peace, it is a cry

of hope that all those must be heeded and echoed by all those who wish to create an

atmosphere of trust and peace in that region which so sorely needs it. The new

name of this peace is development.

In conolusion, I would repeat what the del~ation of Benin has always said,

namely, that the peoples of Central America in general and the people of Nicaragua

in particular, like all peoples of the world, aspire to peace and security. They

wish to forge their own future freely, independently, through harmonious economic

and social development. This is an inalienable right that the entire international

community must recognize. To act otherwise would be to maintain or encourage
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hotbets of tension in the area. ~ act otherwise would be to perpetuate a policy

of domination and hegemonism which peace-loving and justice-loving peoples such as

those of Central America could never accept.

Mr. RAJAIE-KHORASSANI (Islamic Republic of Iran): Central America is a

very important part of the American continent. It plays a key political, strategic

and economic role in relation to the rest of the continent, north and south, and to

the rest of the world. It is an area of our world where a great number of very

small yet great and beautiful countries happen to exist, to live together

peacefully and to contribute to all of us economically, commercially and

culturally. Their peace of mind and happiness bring peace of mind and happiness to

~ll of us, and their problems and miseries become a matter of concern for all of us.

Apart from these general conditions and interrelationships that bind the

region of Central America to all Member States, my country has strong bilateral

relations with many of these countries; this increases the general concern that my

country feels for the peace and security of this region, and therefore it fo!lows

the developments in this region very carefully.

I wish in this context, to express the appreciation of the Islamic Republic of

Iran for the untiring and sincere efforts that the Secretary-General has been

continuously making to reduce regional tension in this part of the world and also

for his valuable report in document A/40/l136. unfortunately, as one expects, the

report does not reveal any positive developments towards a peaceful resolution of

the problems of this region, although it does take note of cases of free elections

and steps towards democratization in some countries of this region.

The major problem of this region, as is very well known, stems from certain

short-sighted United States policies, which reflect the material interests of
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United States imperialism in the region rather than the principles of international

law and human values.

Many countries of the world have already expressed serious concern about the

situation in this region. Important organizations in addition to the united

Nations have expressed their positions and expectations with regard to the problems

of this region. The Beads of State or Goverl'¥ment of the Non-Aligned Countries

unanimously adopted the following text I

-The Heads of State or Government pointed out with deep concern that th~

prevailing situation in Central America constitutes one of the major focal

points of tension at the international level. They further noted that, in

spite of the constant appeals of the Movement of NOn-Aligned Countries, the

overwhelming majority of States and the efforts of the Contadora Group of

countries in the search for a diplomatic solution, the crisis has worsened

because of imperialist policies of interference and intervention which, along

with the condition of poverty and oppression from which the region

tra~itionally suffers, represent a real threat to international peace and

security. They reiterated that the process of change in Central America could

not be explained in terms of ideological confrontation between the military

blocs and further observed that the danger of direct United States

intervention in Nicaragua and other countries in the region had increased

alarmingly.

-The Heads of State or Government condemned the escalation of aggression,

military attacks and other actions against Nicaragua's sovereignty, political

independence, territorial integrity, stability and self-determination. In

this context, they particularly condemned the violation of its airspace and
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territorial waters, the launching of military manoeuvres and the commission of

otner intimidating acts, threats of seizure and occupation and selective

bombing of Nicaraguan territory, the use of neighbouring countries as bases

for aggression and the training of mercenary groups, acts of sabotage, air and

naval acts, the mining of the country's main ports and the imposition of

coercive economic measures, including the trade embargo. Such terrorist

practices have caused the deaths of thousands of Nicaraguans, resulted in

heavy economic losses and hindered Nicaragaa's normal development.-

(A/4l/697, pp. 103-104)

The Gener~l Assembly has also, during the past three years, clearly spoken out

about the immoral, destructive united States policies in respect of this region as

a whole and has, as a matter of fact, condemned such policies, which have

jeopardized international peace and security of the countries of the region.
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Yet, the report of the secretary-General indicates that the tbited States

imperialism does not heed any of these appeals and calls and continues with its

unholy role and policies in this region.

The incredible and clumsy allegations that i:he United states MJlinistration

has been making against Nicaragua deserve the particular attention of the

international body~ Rew a small country lika Nicaragua can pose any threat to the

O1i ted Sta tes or to O1i bed Sta tea interests in the region is beyand belief. iilat

does threaten united States illegitimate interests in the regioo of Central America

and the Caribbean is the exercise of the right to independence and self-

determinatiCXl that the people of Nicaragua, thanks to the sandinist revolutiCXl, are

enjoying. In that exercise, the people and GoVernment of Nicaragua have the

admiration and solidarity of all the non-aligned States and all peace-loving

nations of the wOI:ld.

My Government, too, has always supported the revolutionary people and

Government of Nicaragua and is determined to cCXltinue to do so. We also stand

beside all other countries and peoples of the regiCXl, who are directly or

indirectly suffering from the hegellalistic, interventicmist and illegal policies of

the united States. we strCXlgly reconfirm the right of all peoples of this region

to absolute independence from all extel'nal coercions md interventions.

The region of Central America, like our Middle East, has entered a new historical

era in which independence, sovereignty and self-determination in the full sense of

the term constitute the main aspiratiCXl of all the natiCXls of these regions.

united States imperialism IIlUSt come to recognize that these and many other regions

of the world are now entirely different from the past when colonial objectives and

policies w~e purs~d.
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In the region of CentrlJ1 America, the so-called backyard of the tl'lited states,

this p:>litical awareness and resp:>nsibility has a DOre direct llessage for United

States imperialism, mich the Olited states Miilinisuation must heed and mange its

policies with regard to this region accordingly.

we strongly condelll'l all the aggressive and interventionist policies of the

United States in the regicn of Central America, and indeed elsewhere as well. It

aurprises \B greatly to see that tb.e Olited states, which claims to be a seccnd

super-Power, is so naively colllftitted to Cl bunch of It'!rcenaries to whom President

Reagan has given so mch military and financial assistance, as well as the title of

Brevoluticnary movementB• we never thought that the degree of perver aion, meanness

and lawlessness of the United States foreign policy is so insurmountable thl'tt the

contras and the SOmoza mercenaries in the united states system of values constitute

a liberation lUOITement. itlat can the international body say to such an lD'lethical

system and p:>licy?

My Government strcngly supports all the anti-imperialist and anti~olonialist

struggles of the people of Central Am:,,;> :,ca and ~eqU6.Jts that the internatiooal body

exert utmost pressure on the United states Government to dwarf its aggressive and

interventicnist policies towards the oppressed people of the region. we believe

that the people of Central America have the inalienable right to choose their

political system and their own eccnomic order without any foreign intervention and

coercicn. we welcome all the concrete and constructive measures that the united

Nations may propose to support the independence, scwereignty and self-determination

of these people and the resoluticn that the CCXltadora Group has proposed for the

purpose of bringing peace to this regicn.



A/41/PV.75
33

Hr. SAMUDIO (Panama) (interpretation from Spanishh For the fourth

consecutive year the General Assemly is called upal to consider the question;

"The situation in Central America; threats to international peace and security and

peace initiatives". under this he~ding we have considered, year after year, the

historiCal, political, economic, social, cultural and other factors responsible for

the r::itical situation in wic:b the 22 million men, women and c:bUdren cemprising

the population of the region find themselves.

The events Glf the past year, regrettably, indicate that the situation has

worsened, confrontations have increased and a more widespread conflict is

thr: ea tened •

This view of the regional picture was clearly defined by the Foreign Ministers

of the CooU"'l:';:tl and SUpport Groups in their joint Declaration issued in New York

on 1 OCtober: ;;.986 Wherein, with justified alarm, they stated that;

"The crisis in Central America is becoming more serious every day and the

risk of war is increasing. 11 (A/4l/662, p. 2)

The fa.et that the secretaries-General of both the tbited Nations and the

Organizatim of American States (OAS), in their respective annual reports for this

year:, should have agreed that the causes of the worsening of the regional situation

are the intrusioo of conflicting ideologies, attempts to impose unilateral

solutions and the use of force, is worthy of the greatest attention.

Nevertheless, my delegation is of the opinion that we are closer to peace and

that we have made some headway. Cootadora is today the ratin American force most

representative of the desires and aspiratioos of the people of the region. In its

diplomatic action, and that of the SUpport Group, the millions of human beings

living in that part of the world have placed their hopes and confidence. 'l'o affirm

that its diplomatic action has prevented the conflict from becoming more widespread

is to say the obvious.
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0IFe!' that period, the C~tadocaGroup and its SUpport Group have mdertaken

tireless efforts culllinating in the pcesentation, on 7 June of this year, of the

final versicn of the Centadoca Act for Peace and Co-operation in Central _erica to

the five Central laerlcan Foreign Ministers for their consideratien and eventual

signature. That document emodies the results of three and a half years of talks

and negotiations with the countries directly concerned. Formulas for agreement,

carefully studied, discussed and rwised en each of the aspects ccwered by the

negotiatiClls were prepared, including those relating to international military

manoeuvres and the control and verification of weapons still awaiting the

conclusion of an agreement.
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legal instrument. America as a whole has this year been the scene of countless

My delegation believes that i~ is appropriate ta observe in this connection
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But the diplomatic efforts of Oontadora are not confined to the drafting of a

that the new formulations proposed by Oontadora in the final version of the Act do

but represent an effor~ to harmonize the proposals presented by the Central
not reflect the specific views of any of the States involved in the negotiations

JSM/gmr

conferences and meetings, both formal and informal, at the technical level, as well

as the level of Deputy Ministers and of Ministers for FOreign Affairs and Heads of

State. Every event, every occasion, every regional meeting has helped the

representatives of countries members of the Contadora and Support Groups, together

with the Central American countries, to develop a process of permanent consultation

aimed at overcoming the paralysis which at times appears to afflict the

negotiations.

Such meetings have generated, among other things, the caraballeda message of

12 January 1986, with its permanent basis for peace in Central America, the

Guatemala Declaration, the Washington communique, the Punta del Este communique,

the Managua communique, the Panama communique, the Esquipulas Declaration, the

Panama message and, more recently, the joint New York Declaration, to which I have

referred, and which was adopted on 1 OCtober.

As a corollary of such meetings, the principles underlying the political

conduct of the region have been enriched, and we can say that we are witnessing the

formUlation of what might be called the RCOntadora doctrineR•

The development of this peace initiative has not been bereft of

misunderstanding and pressures of various kinds. There have been many attacks
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against the Contadora policy, some within countries members of the Group itself.

OOntadora and Support Groups have paid a political price in placing the prestige of
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their Governments and leaders behind those negotiations. some members of the

001&tadora Group have been the victims of slanderous campaigns aimed at tarnishing

the image of their Governments and undermnining their participation in the

OOntadora Group, in an attempt to hamper the peaceful settlement of the Central

American crisis. Nevertheless, t~e Oontadora unity and its Support Group have not

been affected and their proposals continue to reflect the unanimous view of their

members.

In this connection, the President of the Republic of Panama,

Eric Arturo Delvalle, from this very rostrum categorically stated:

"Panama, together with the other countries of OOntadora, is determined to

continue to fight for the Latin American approach - that of the peaceful

settlement of disputes in Latin America. Our unswerving aim of continuing to

seek the conclusion of an international instrument which may once and for all

restore peace to the Central American region will not be altered by any kind

of pressure." (A/41/PV.6, pps. 14-15)

In point of fact, Contadora has devoted itself to the development and

application of recognized principles of international law and, in particUlar, of

the rules of conduct enshrined in American law. The principles of

non-intervention, the self-determination of peoples, non-use of force and the

peacefUl settlement of disputes, are of paramount importance in this context and

resolutely applied. The purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, the

universal Declaration of Human Rights, and other international instruments, which

are tne cornerstones of coexistence among nations, are also particularly valid.
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If this set of principles is shared by all members of the international

COIIIIIUm.ty, and in particular by the countries directly involved, ::'f we have a peace

proposal in the COntadora ACt on Peace and CO-operation in Central America, and if

the mediation of the ~coup has received the unanimous support of the international

community, why is it that we have not yet achieved peace? What are the obstacles

in the way of the speedy conclusion of an agreement on lasting peace among the

countries of the region?

The difficult mediation process, in which we have participated during these

past years, has taught us many harsh lessons. It has taught us how to look at the

reality of others and to understand that what is valid for one country is not valid

for another, that within each nation there is a complex ~et of relationships,

aspirations, customs and spiritual values whose secrets people in other countries

cannot fully understand but must respect, since they are at the very root of the

peaceful coexistence on which the organization of any society is based. In short,

pluralism and tolerance appear to be the inseparable elements of a vital equation.

My delegation is firmly convinced that responses to the Central American

crisis must be formulated in terms of the specific realities prevailing in the

region and not in tetms of preconceived ideas or unilaterally imposed prescriptions.

The GOvernments of the Contadora and Support Groups have reiterated on

countless occasions that the conclusion of a peace agreement depends essentially on

the political will of the Central American countries and the firm commitment of

countries with links to and interests in the region.

We all agree that peace will be achieved only if the Central American

countries become convinced that the Contradora Act is the guarantee of that lasting

peace for which their peoples are clamouring and deserve.
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OOntadora and its Support Group, with the support of the entire international

community, have produced a document which is a commitaent to peace and has the

moral support of all countries of the world. It is now up to the Central

Americans, with the! guarantees offered by that international document, to overcome

their differences and mutual mistrust and get down with determination to

negotiating the necessary final adjustments that the Act may require, and then sign

the peace document sUbmitted to them by other nations.

It can no longer be said that what hampers the achievement of peace are

prevailing social and political conditions, for these have been identified, and all

cOUi1tries have proposed special programmes, many of them with the support of the.
international community. It can no longer be argued that peoples a~e under the

yoke of dictatorships, tyrannies or military Goverments for in Central America

significant political changes have taken place in the last five years, from the

overthrow of a well-kn~ dictatorship to the ressurection of representative

democracies - the produict of popUlar elections - where their peoples have elected

constitutional leaders who have decided to heed popular claims and demands.

If we have identified the problems which kept peoples at the margin of society

and which were at the root of conflicts, upheavals and insurgencies against

previous Governments or dictatorships, how is it that today, when we have elected

Governments, we cannot fight those injustices of the past under the banner of

national unity instead of fighting against brothers?

The debate on the situation in Central America must continue, but instead of

dealing with -threats to international peace and security and peace initiatives·,

it should focus on the joint action that should ha taken to start rebuilding

economies devastated by war, rebuilding cities and communities, some destroyed by

natural causes and others by lack of understanding among men, and restoring the
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national integrity that wu destroyed by economic, social and political

differences, thus promoting national reconciliation.

Central American problems are limitless. The needs are even greater, since

Governments have diverted resources and their attention from their social and

development problems to the purchase of war material and the maintenance of troops

in order to cope with insurgency, to defend their territory and to deter possible

violations of their national integrity.

The Central American common market, which several years ago was an example of

regional integration, and for which the five Central American countries dismantled

customs barriers and became a single economic unit generating work and resources

for the benefit of its peoples, is today destroyed because of political differences

between Governments. Its factories are abandoned or working at minimum capacity,

beacuse they have lost the regional markets which were their raison d'etre.

,
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Insurgency and the danger of general war have all but halted the social and

political changes which are the generators of the conflict, destroying the economy,

creating greater unemployment, preventing further investments and affecting the

overwhelming masses of the popUlation, which not only have no sustenance for

survival but are in danger of becoming innocent victims of the conflict. The

conflict must be stopped. The dangers of war must cease. Central America needs an

emerg~ncy programme for its reconstruction) we must translate this support that we

have heard from all delegations into effective support and generous co-operation to

build the foundation of a lasting peace based on development with social justice

and democracy.

Let us become the guai:antors of that peace, which the peoples of Central

America deserve. Let us all watch over its peaceful implementation, guaranteeing

that the provisions of the Act are respected by the entire international community,

which today gives them their support, and let us express the hope that they will be

faithfully observed. There must be no doubt that it is the will of all the

countries in the Organization that peace in Central America be guaranteed and that

the Oontadora document be supported. We hope that this action will serve to deter

any Government that might seek to violate those agreements.

Mr. RODRIGO (Sri Lanka) I It was the clear perception of the Heads of

State or Government of non-aligned countries at their Conference held recently in

Harare that the situation in Central America constituted one of the major focal

points of international tension today.

This is the fourth time that the General Assembly has considered the situation

in Central America. There has been no amelioration of the tension and instability

that have been plaguing the region - in fact, conditions appear to be perhaps even

more volatile and grave than they were when the General Assembly, on the basis

"
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of an initiative by Nicaragua, first considered this item, and the breath of war

seems to lie heavy on the air.

The situation in Central America is an intricate complex of numerous factors

and it is certainly no easy task to unravel the various strands that underlie it.

The instability and turbulence in the region, as well as the persistence of

conflict, could be traced to its legacy of political and economic exploitation,

which has been aggravated by foreign encroachment. The States in the region,

nevertheless, do not constitute a monolith: they have each developed differing

political, economic and social systems, with differing national perspectives.

A sense of insecurity pervades the region and violence has escalated, owing to

several factors: acts of cross-border terrorism and subversion, the transfer of

sophisticated arms and ammunition to the region, the deployment of foreign military

advisers and mercenaries, the activities of irregular forces, the holding of

military manoeuvres, as well as other manifestations of foreign military presence.

All these factors have contributed to destabilizing the entire region, directly

imperilling the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of individual

Central American States and hampering their peaceful and orderly political and

economic development.

In such a situation of political ferment, the Contadora effort for peace and

co-operation in Central America, initiated by Colombia, Mexico, panama and

Venezuela and their Support Group made up of Argentina, Brazil, Peru and uruguay,

offers the best hope that, in accordance with the united Nations Charter, a process

of dialogue and discussion could replace the hazardous course of conflict and

confrontation. The Contadora ministerial. Declaration issued in New York on

1 OCtober 1966 said it all in its title: npeace is still possible in Central

America" (A/41/662).

It
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"

Two major elements in the draft OOntadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in

Central America, namely, the questions of military manoeuvres and the control and

verification of armaments, have yet to be settled. It is nevertheless heartening

that there has indeed been a convergence of views between the five Central American

States and the Contadora Group on other key elements on which a comprehensive

settlement should be based.

There is agreement that the region's problems require a regional solution

which should be insulated from attempts to infuse into them an East~est

ideological complexion. The OOntadora enterprise is a mature and realistic

expression of Latin America's collective desire to take concerted action. This

regional consciousness must be encouraged and supported by the international

community because it is precisely a regional approach that would be best able to

understand and cope with the special characteristics and complexities of the

situation. FUrthermore, a regional approach would also limit outside involvement

and complication of the issues.

Convergence of views has also been reached on the need to establish

pluralistic democratic systems and to respect human rights, on the right of all

nations to self-determination and on the need to carry out profound economic and

social reform in the region.

Prohibition of the use of a nation's territory as a base for attacks on

another country or the provision of military or logistical support to irregUlar

forces or subversive groups, as well as the ending of support by any State for such

forces and groups operating in any Central American country, constitute further

rvital elements considered necessary for an eventual settlement of the region's

conflicts.
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That a convergence of views has been achieved on these elements is a practical

demonstration of the diplomatic o~paoity of the COntadora States and a tribute to

their persistence.

At the heart of the Contadora endeavour as it has proceeded through several

versions of its draft Act on Peace and CO-operation in Central ~erica is the

affirmation that all States, irresPeCtive of their size and their location, have

the right freely to determine and develop the political, economic and social system

which best suits the genius and aspirations of their people without foreign

interference in their internal affairs. This right can flourish only in a free and

unfettered regional environment in which differing ideological and development

perspectives are accepted ana permitted. Inter-State disputes and conflicts, if

they arise, must be settled pea~efully without the use of force and without

recourse to direct or more insidious acts of destabilization, subversion and

sabotage. The dictates of international law must be heeded, and no State should

presume to force its own political or ~~anomic ideology or way of life upon other

States.

These principles have a relevance beyond Central America and because of their

universal validity it is a matter of concern to all States if they are breached.

The breaching of those principles has brought instability, tension and violence in

other areas of the world as well. The international community's special interest

in the efforts of the five Central American states, the Contadora States and their

Support Group is understandable. It goes without saying, however, that the

international community must equally respect and abide by the eventual outcome of

the efforts of these States.
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The ministerial communique of the COntadora States issued in New York last

month, notwithstandinq ita assertive and hopeful title, also warns of the prospects

of the wexpansion of the conflict, intensification of the confrontations and war w

(A/4l/662, p.2). I am Qertain that all aelegations will join the

Secretary-General in commending the determination of the COntadora Group and the

five Central American States to persevere in their efforts to deal with the issues

remaining unresolved. '!'bis is a unique regional exercise, which we earnestly hope

will lead on to success and help build a solid foundation for peaceful regional

co-operation in Central America in an atmosphere of mutual respect and confidence.

__------'L _
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Hr. MUDENGE (Zimbabwe) ~ At their meeting in Barate last september the

Beads of the non-aligned countries observed that:

W••• the pr:evaUing situaticn in Central America constitutes one of the major

focal points of tension at the international level. W (A/U/697, p. 103,

para. 224)

That assessment was correct then and is o;)rrect now. The region c»ntinues to cause

ccncern as cne of the focal points of tensicm. BostUe pcopaganda flows across its

international borders~ threatening military exercises and manoeuvres are undertaken

with the barely cCllcealed object of intimidating N1caragua~ bases and logistical

facilities essential for invasial are pit into place~ monies are appropc iated and

mercenaries recruited, armed, supplied and directed for the purpose of O'Ierthrowing

a Government with Whim all countries, regicnally and extra-regionally, are

pceBumably at peace.

The questioo that arises is~ Why?

Why do the Central American states - small, developing and poor as they are,

sharing a commcn past, a common present, a common language, a common identity, a

conmon destiny and conmon hopes and aspirations, whim are increasing the ec»nomic

and social well-being of their PeOples and safeguarding their national

self-determination and independence - find themselves fritterng away scarce

resources by indulging in. warmalgering in this fashion?

The present situation is not of Central American moice. If fault must be

found will the Central American Republics, it must be on the grounds of size,

poverty and geographic location. It would appear that in an age of super-Power

arrogance and mauv1nism they should have realized that being small, poor and

situated in what someone considers to be his backyard is regarded a11'lOst all being

irresponsible. They should have been ptude!i\t enough to have located the11lSelves far

away, out of sight of the lion's hungry eyes. But, alas, sum a repcimand is

.,
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withcat justification, for as the late President MIlc:bel of MoZalbique used to say,

there are two things we cannot choose foz ourselves, namely, brothers and

nelgilbours. Pc!i~ sees to that. The Central American States are victims of

policies and interests beyond their control.

I would IU)~ deign to arrogate to myself the task of defining the security

interests of the United States or the manner in which those interests may be

pursued. That is the duty and pcerogative of that country and it has over the

years demonstrated an amazng adeptness at pursuing them. My sole purpose is to

reaffirm the rights that the Central American states enjoy under international law,

rights which all States would do well to respect as they pursue their national

security ex other interests.

Those rights are so self-evident and so well known that they hardly merit

restating at length: the inalienable right of all peoples, including these of

Central lWerica, to self-determination and national independence,. the right of all

Governments, inclUding those of Central. America, to purs~e poll tical systems of

their choice without interference, intervention or any other form of outside

pressure and the right of all countries, inclUding those of Central Ameri~, to

live in peace and pursue their freely determined goals of political, economic and

social development wi thout hindrance.

It is not merely a question of morality to respect those principles: it is

also a matter of legality. To flout these fl.l1damental tenets is consequently not

only immoral but also illegal.

The socio-political changes taking place in Central America are a product of

indigenous facta=s and not the machinations of some deus ex machina from outside

the region. They cannot prO'lide a justification for interference by any outside
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PowerQ The Reads of State or Go'1ernment of noft-aligned countdes at their meeting

in Barare last september understood this when they said that,

• • •• the ~ocess of change in Cen tral America is of a socioneca'londc na tw:e

and therefore could not be explained in tents of ideological confrontation

between the military blocs ... (A/41/697, p. 104, para. 224)

The changes i.n Central America therefore are a normal stage in the regian's

political dwelopment. outside interference can only stifle such change, prolong

the period of change with the concomitant fact of increased human Buffering and,

quite possibly, a generalized conflict in the region. It was for that reason that

at the same meeting in BHare the Beads of State (l1' GoverRllent of the Non-Aligned

Countries warned that:

IS ••• the crisis [in Central America] has worsened because of impe1:ialist

policies of interference ••• 'lbich, along with the condition of pcwerty and

oppressim from which the region traditicnally suffers, represent a real

threat to international peace and security.· (!L4l/697, pp. 103 and 104,

para. 224)

There is no justification for foreign Powers to interfere in the internal

affairs of Nicaragua or these of any other country in the Central American region.

International law bestows on no country the ~ole of policeman. No country has a

right ~~, impose its ccncept of deiIDcracy on Nicaragua.

The International Court of Justice found that no country in Central lWer ica.

had ever fought in self-dafence against Nicaragua ex indeed had cause to appeal to

a third country for support against Nicaragua. It is therefore clear that

Nicaragua is a victim of outside aggression and interference for no reason other

than that it has chosen to follow its own socio-eeonomic political system which is
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not ap~O'Ied by the regiClftal supe~Power~ yet Nicaragua's rights have been

vincUcated tiae and again by the United Batiens and the Internatienal Court of

Justice.

But, sadly, the tralted states Mllinistratien has not heeded the injunctiens of

the O\~ted Nations and the wa:ld Court•. Bvents since the IIlCSt recent Wcxld Court

judgement bear testimony to the contempt in which the united States holCls the

International Court of Justice. Par from being restrained, the Olited States

Cengress PEoceeded to "ppropr late SlOO IlilliClft for the contras. That money is to

be disbursed by the Central Intelligene Agenesr foe dirty trides operations against

Nicaragua. Helicopter gunships are being delivered to the contras. American

servicemen are engaged in gun-running to the mercenary centra foeces and in

training them for intensified fighting against Nicaragua. Abcwe all, the danger of

direct Olited States interventicn in Nicaragua has increased expcmentially, as seen

in -the affair of Basenfus, a United States mercenary shot down over Nicaragu~..
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I wish to make it very clear that my country does not regard the debate on

Cen tral Amer iea as a discour se on the ways and means through which the Un i ted

states nay cboose to pursue its natimal security interests. The debate is about

Central America: about the rights which all States, including Central American

states, are guaranteed under internatialal law, and the obligation of all States,

including the united States, to conduct themselves in such a manner as not to

infringe upon the enjoyment of those rights - in Central America or anywhere else.

In this sense the debate ceases to be about Central America per se, and

participation in it is stripped of any connotations of altruism. participation in

the debate becomes a matter of supreme self-interest for all States - not only the

smaller nations - as the debate becomes transformed into a question of the

protectioo obtainable under the current international juridical order, the

predictability of State cooduct in terms of prelTailing legal norms and the very

survival of the current international political order.

I have had the occasion befcxe today to question the wisdom, on the part of

the united States, of assailing the legal underpinnings of the international order

in which its dominance is enshrined for the purpose of securing some transient

short-term gain. I wish to repeat that observation today. If Grotius is to be

sacrificed on the Hobbesian altar, so be it. But woe unto all of us, for there

will be no winners, just losers.

My country views the recent use of the veto by the United States in order to

elTade compliance with the legally binding jUdgement of the International Court of

Justice as a most serious challenge to the Charter of the United Natioos and the

concept of internatiooal law. In so far as the International Court of Justice

jUdgement was meant to bring peace and security to Latin America and the security

Council resolution was to enforce that decision, it stands to reason that the

United States veto was a vote against peace and security in the regioo. Through
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this veto the security COuncil was stopped from carrying out its responsibility

under the Charter and the International Court of Justice was rendered ineffective.

At tb~t moment the wLeviathan" took its first step onto the international stage.

M¥ Government's views regarding the situation in Central America are very

consistent and are a matter of public record. We have previously stated in the

General Assembly and in the Security council that we believe in a poli tical

solution to the crisis. In this connection we have welcomed the efforts of the

Contadora countries and the Lima Support Group to find a negotiated solution to the

Central American crisis. The Government of the Republic of Zimbabwe welcomed the

Message of carabelleda, issued by the Contadora and Lima Groups on 12 January 1986,

which was endorsed by the FOreign Ministers of the Central American States in

January this year and was reaffirmed at Punta del Este, Uruguay. It is our hope

that those efforts and the implementation of the simultaneous action envisaged in

the Message will lead to the resumption of the process of negotiation and dialogue

essential for the peaceful resolution of the crisis in Central America.

It is our firm conviction that if an atmosphere conducive to peace and

co-operation in Central America is to be achieved, concrete steps should be taken

to ensure the security of the Central American States. A major step in this

direction would be a cessation of hostile acts against Nicaragua. In that regard I

should like to urge the United States to heed the call by the leaders of the

Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at their meeting in Harare last September to

"resume negotiations with the Government of Nicaragua with the object of

normalizing bilateral relations and for the purpose of securing a peaceful

settlement of the conflict in Central America guided by the principles of

mutual respect, sovereignty and self-determination of peoples." (A/4l/697,

p. 108, para. 233)



NS/gv A/41/PV.75
53

(Mr. ltlIdenge, Zimbabwe)

My Go'Iernment firmly believes that tension would be reduced and a negotiated

solutim to the crisis in Central America brought nearer by scrupulous ailherence to

the principle of refraining from the threat or use of fcxce by the parties

concerned, the halting of military manoeuvres, the withdrawal of foreign military

advisers and the dismantling of foreign military bases.

Zimbabwe also welcomes regional initiatives aimed at increasing mutual

coofidence between the States of Central America, such as the commissions of

supervision and control of the border areas envisaged between Nicaragua and Costa

Rica and, possibly, between Nicaragua and Hmduras.

The battle in Central America is not for Nicaragua, Hcmduras, Costa Rica, or

Guatemala. It is for common decency, respect for the law and, ultimately, whether

or not the current world juridical order has any meaning. If Nicaragua goes,

something irreplaceable will go with it. If it can be said that internatimal

society has a soul, then that soul will die when Nicaragua dies.

The situation in El Salvador is also of grave cmcern to the international

conmunity. I should like to recall that at their meeting in Barare last september

the Heads of State or Go'Iernment

"reiterated their profound concern at the continued deterioration of the

si tua tion in El Salvador due to the deepen ing eCQ'lomic, poli tical and social

problems and the increased imperialist intervention that has intensified the

armed conflict throughout the country." (e. 110, para. 241)

We are disturbed by the continued foreign intervention in El salvador, especially

in view of the fact that the General Assenbly, in resolution 39/119 of 1984,

specifically requested

"all States to refrain from intervening in the internal situation in

El salvador and, instead of supplying arms or helping in any way to prolong
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and in tensi fy the WE, to encourage the CCXl tinuation of the dialogue until a

just and lasting peace is achieved.·

we urge all foreign Powers in that regard to adopt a constructive attitude

conducive to the attainment of a political solution that will put an end to the

suffer ing of the salvador ian people.

The fighting in El salvador, especially the attacks, bombings and forced

remO'lals that th~ GoI1ernment forces are carrying cut against the civilian

population in the Zale c;:ontrolled by the insurgents, has caused innumerable

civilian victims, increasing the already high nuld:»er of refugees and internally

displaced persons, and poses Ser ious social and economic problems for the country.

In this connection Zinbabwe had welcomed the agreement by the GoI1ernment of

El salvador to resume dialogue with the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front -

DellDcratic Revolutionary Front (EMLN/FDR) earlier this year. We are, however,

disappointed that such talks have not yet taken place and urge the two parties to

agree quickly on the venue and agenda of such it meeting with a view to working out

the mechanism for bringing justice and peace to their troubled country.

Finally, I should like to state the conviction of my country that, while the

international community can and must help Central Amer iea solve its problems

through such contributions as non-intervention, non-interference and respect for

the sO'lereignty, independence and territorial integrity of the Central American

countries, it is Ultimately those countries which will have to work out a~

vivendi among themselves, and guard against external intrusions that can sow

disharmalY in their relations with each other. For let us never forget those

fallDus words of Shakespeare's Cassius:

"Men at some time are masters of their fates:

The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our star s,
,

But in ourselves, that we are underlings. 11 (Julius Caesar, I, 2)
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In this connection IrJ comtry welcomed the hlstodc meeting of the Presidents of

the five Central American States in BBquipulas, Qlate_la, on 25 May 1986, at wbieb

they stated that. peace in Central America can result cnly from a demcratic,

pluralist and participatory process involving promotion of social justice, respect

for human rights, scwereignty and territorial integrity of States and the right of

all.nations to cboose, freely and without external interference of any kind, their

own eCalomic, political and social system, it being mderstood tbat this choice

will be the result of the freely expressed will of the peoples.

This is a good start _icb augurs well for the region. It is the sincere bope

of my country that sueb initiatives will become the norm ratber than the exception

so that Cen tr al America can secure the frui ts of peace, freedom and eCalomic

developnent it so richly cleserves.
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Hr. KIBEDI (UJandah The General Assembly is once again considering the

si tua tion in Cen tral America and the danger it poses to international peace and

security. The situatim in the region has been the focus of international

attention and has become a matter of wcxld-wide cmcern. It now ranks among the

major hotbeds of world tension. The fact that we have, for the last four years,

considered this item on our agenda is in itself evidence of international

pre-occupation with the conflict in the area and its ramifications.

we in uganda have closely followed developments in the regime ale reasm for

our special interest in and concern about the problems of the region is that what

is at stake are certain fundamental principles which we consider imperative to

defend. These include the principles of independence, sOlTereignty and territorial

integrity, non-intervention in the internal affairs of other countries and the

right of each State to choose and pursue its own form of political, economic, and

social deYelopment~

Uganda, as a small country and member of the Non-Aligned lobvement, feels that

full respect for the abO'le rights, which are eubodied in the Charter, is the

protection which guarantees the secur ity of all States. We shall, therefore,

always remain vigilant in their defence. It is to us a matter of regret that in

the current conflict in Central America these principles are being compromised or

violated by parties both within and outside the region. Consequently, the danger

of a regimal war with the active participation of outside Powers has been

increased.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Contadora Group and the SUpport Gr".up

drew our attention to this danger in their Declaration of 1 OCtober 1986 when they

stated~
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-The crisis in Central America is becoming mcx:e serious every day, and

the r.isk of war is inerea8ing.

-Those who believe in a military solutial are disregarding the true

dimension of the problem. We wish to draw attention to what is at stake~

expansim of the conflict, intensificatim of the confrontations, and war.-

(A/4l/662, a:.nex, p. 2)

My delegation listened carefully to all t.·~e speakers who have spoken before us

in this debate. we paid particular attention to the words of the representative of

Nicaragua. She gave a clear expose of the problem her country is facing. one was

left in no doubt as to the extent of external pressures and armed attacks that

Nicaragua has suffered and continues to suffer. These have included, among others,

aining of ports, ecmomic blockade, and boDbings. The clear objective of all these

actims is to destabilize the legi timate Government of Nicaragua. Thus, Nicaragua

has had to divert its resources from the urgent task of economic reconstruction to

the defence of its sovereignty and independence. Equally, other Central American

States have, for me reasm or another, been embroiled in the cCXlflict and e11barked

on an arms race, thus further destabilizing the region. Armed garrisons and bases

have increased. Cross-border attacks have resulted in the loss of lives and damage

to econcmic infrastructures. The sOl7ereignty of countries and their territorial

integrity is being compr:omised and challenged.

The rule of law in international relations should be our guide in dealing with

cmflicts between States. It is our guarantee for building a better world where

justice, freedom and the self-determinatial of peoples can be respected and

preserved. It is our view that the rule of law applies both to the powerful Sta',..es

and to the weak ales as well. In the case of Central America, the International

Court of Justice has made its unaDbiguous prmouncement as to the illegality of the
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acts perpetrated agaiNit Nicaragua and has handed down its injunctions. Older the

United Naticns Cbarter, States _libel'S have the obligation to abide by the

injunctions of the Cour:t. Indeed, the Gen.al Assembly on 31 OCtober called for:

full and illlllediate colllp1ianca with the JUdgment of the International Court of

Justice of 27 June 1986. we call on all those ccncerned to COIlply with that

resoluticn and abide by the Judgment of the International Court of Justice. 'l\) do

otherwise is to mderlline the fabric of international law wbicb gcwerns relations

between States••

Very often attelllpts have been made to depict the problems of Central America

in global terms and to view the. as origi~ting in East-West rivalry. In our: view

this is a sillplificaticn of a colll)lex matter. As we have had occasicn to state in

the past, the problems of Central American have their: origins in a lcng period of

political and sooial imb,,~ances for which foreign interference was responsible to a

large extent. The accullulated frustrations and the failure of those in power to

address these grievances catalyzed the sooiOll forces in the region to demand and

fight for political rights, meaningful d8'lelopment and naUonal independence. The

crisis, therefore, cannot be solved without addressing these fundamental freedollS.

The challenge is to battle against \I'lderd8'lelopment which, in this instance, is

cOllp)unded by a century of marginality and the exclusion of the overwhelming

majority of the people from the poli tical process. Every effort should therefore

be made to assist the ~egion to lIleet this challenge. In this way a durable peace

can be achieved.

* Mr:. 'l'hompscn (Fiji), Vice-President, took the Chair:.
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I wish to restate uganda's well-known position, namely, that we believe eNery

State has a right to determine its own destiny and to choose its own political

system free from external interference. No State has the prerogative of

determining what is best for others. This equally applies to Central America.

Uganda therefore respects a democracy based m pluralism. But the logic of that

concept on the internatimal level means acceptance of a multiplicity of political

and social and ecmomic systems.

The crisis that has plunged the regim into violence and widespread SUffering

and an,,:iety must be brought to an end. The people of Central America are yearning

for 'peace so 'Chat they can devote their energies and efforts to social and economic

development. While the solutions to the problem of Central America are not easy to

attain, we are encouraged by the awareness that all the people in the region have

the same goals. The most urgent task is the creation of conditions of peace in

which the legi timate aspirations of the Central Amer ican states can be fulfilled.

In this cootext, we applaud the efforts of the Cootadora Group and the Support

Group. Their initiatives have provided a good foundation for a peaceful solution

to the crisis. It will be recalled that, on 7 Novemer 1984, the Contadora Group

presented a treaty, that is, the Cmtadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central

America, which took into account the legitimate coocerns of all countries in the

regime
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No~ surprisingly, the Group's proposals for a framework for coexistence and

co-operation among the countries in the regicm was acclaimed world-wi~. we were

encouraged wben Nicaragua accepted the package wi thout any reservations. In our

opinicm, this was a demonstraticm of Nicaragua's spirit of accolllllOdation and desire

to find a peaceful solution to the problems of the region. It was our hope that

others would respond positively, but, alas, there was disappointment.

It is to us a matter of deep regret that, instead of building on that

foundation, no progress has been registered since then towards the desired goal.

Rather, the region has been embroiled in intensified ccmflict. The recent incident

in which a foreign aircraft engaged in military operations was shot down in

Nicaragua was a dramatic manifestation of the conflict and the danger it poses for

internaticmal peace and security.

Uganda has always maintained that it is through dialogue that the countries

ccncerned can reach a peaceful settlement. Thus, we regret that the dialogue

between Nicaragua and the United States remains suspended. We appeal to both

countries to resume their bilateral talks.

In our view, the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America

represents a balanced and canprehensive proposal for the settlement of the conflict

in the regicn. If all parties show the necessary political will, a peaceful

settlement is within our grasp. It is ~perative for all to support the Contadora

Group in its efforts to bring this about. This support must go beyond mere words

or rhetoric; it is important that it be demonstrated by action. Regrettably, in

the past the actions of some have tended to block the Contadora process.

My delegation wishes to express its \U1equivocal support for the Contadora

process. As President Yoweri Rlseveni stated when addressing the eighth SUlII1lit

Cooference of non-aligned countries, in Karare:

---------------- -~--~~-----~
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·Central America has assumed centre-stage in terlllS of cClntention by local

nationalists and great-Powers. Today the region is characterized by

destablizatim, provocations and ecmomic sabotage, to the extent of the

mining of ports at some points.

-Nicaragua has paid dearly for having stood fil'II for its revolution for

independence and non-alignment. We should all urge the settlement of Central

American problems through peaceful means. There is already a regimal

framework for peace in the region - negotiated under the auspices of the

Contadora Group, which would enable all countries in the regiCln to live in

peace. We applaud Nicaragua's positive response regarding the final Act on

peace and urge other parties to respond positively as well.-

Mr. KIIW (Kenya): The political situation obtaining in Central America

confronts the international community with a situatiCXl fraught with a potential

threat to regional and internatiCXlal Peace and security and therefore requires to

be addressea co~rehensively,with solutims being sought accordingly.

Kenya maintains that Peace in Central A1Derica is possible Clnly through

negotiatiCXls and not through armed military confrontation. we also believe that

such a negotiated settlement can be attained in the framewcxk of the Contadcxa

Group's initiative, begun in septemer 1983 by Colomia, Mexico, Panama and

Venezuela and subsequently bu'c.tressed by the SUpport Group, namely, Argentina,

Brazil, Peru and uruguay, as a diplomatic alternative to the conflict escalating in

the region. The four CCXltadora Group nations reoo~ized that there was a

diplGmatic vacuum in the conflict and moved to fill it. The CCXltadora Group was to

prOlTide a cOW'lterweight to the dominance of the conflict by outside Powers and

hoped to enhance its own role and influence in connection with the problems that

cCXlfrCXlted the region wi th a view to establishing a trend that would culminate in a

peaceful solution to the Central Amer ican conflict.
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It is the considered view of my delegation that the Contadora Group's

initiative has made it possible to establish a consensus on a number of goals that

could constitute the basis for a negotiated settlement, as contained in the 21

points of the Document of Objectives, of september 1983. Kenya finds itself in

agreement wi th the principal points cmtained thereir., which include, inter alia:

first, democratization and national reconciliatim within the countries embroiled

in the conflict~ secmdly, the reduction and eventual phasing out of foreign

military advisers and troops, irrespective of their ideological persuasion~

thirdly, prohibition of the establishment of foreign military bases~ fourthly, an

end to support for paramilitary forces across the borders~ and.. fifthly, control of

regional arms races. These were incorporated in the draft treaty, or Act, of

september 1984 and were quickly accepted by some, but just as quickly rejected by

othets.

My delegation firmly believes that problems peculiar to a region must be

addressed by the inhabi tants of that region in order to achieve home-grown

solutions to home-grown problems. It was in recognition of the importance and

effectiveness of regional solutions to regional problems that the peoples of the

world, through the united Nations and its Charter, strongly advocated regional

solutions to regional problems. Article 33 of the Charter, for example, calls,

among other things, for nations to

"resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or other peaceful means of their

own choice"

to solve localized problems, before resorting to the United Nations security

Council. Article 52 of the Charter similarly calls for nations to

"make every effort to achieve pacific settlement of local disputes through

such regional arrangements".

Local problems have to be solved by the main regional protagonists in any conflict.
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Following this trend of argulleftt and accepting the effic:ac:y of hOM-grOwn

ceglmal salutions to local iEcbl_s, ay 6elegatlon fincJ8 the effocts of the

Cmtadex& Gcoup and the SUpport Group analogous to our: own in the eutern African

regim and els_bere. The cegien has oontinually seen that our: econCBic, polit1c:al

and 80cial ~Qble_ sust be addr:essed by us and solved fro. within, and by us. My

own PcesicJ-tnt, naniel Ar:ap Moi, hu spaced no effort whatsoever in pl:08Oting

goocJ-neighbourlinQS8 in tha regime Externally initiated and engineered solutions

Whim say be effective in assisting the pr:oceS8 of naticnal reconciliatiClft and

ecmollic aeveloptHiftt t':aMot b~ taKen CCIIl~6bensively and adllinistered as a blanket

80lutim.

While Kenya accepts the illPOrtance and effectiveness of the internatiClftal

COIIIlWlity and its ocgans in solving intiKn&tlmal proble., it is ~lso the strong

c:onvicticm of ray. delegat1co that the final and decisive drive towards peace and

security .ust C:OIIIe £rOB within. The successes of regional approaches to crisis

solutions are clear. we urge the glcbal village and its village council, the

tllited Nations, to reinforce the efficacy of such regionzsl effects at crisis

solutim as our: own, those of the Ccntac10ra Group and others wherever they.y be

initiated.
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Althougb the exact circWMtances pertaining to the eastern African region

cannot be wholly transplanted into the Central Aaerican situatim, or vice-versa,

both regions have a great deal to learn froa each other and to draw fro. each

other's exper iences and thus help to reinforce the regional approac:b to pacific

settlellEftt of disputes.

Kenya supports the continued efforts of the Ccmtadora Group to ac:bieve a

peaceful solution to the situatien in whic:b the Central AIlerican region is

embroiled. But while accepting the illpOrtance of the ~entadora initiative, Kenya

also ukes it clear that it is Il«e difficult to create a diplollBtic solution than

it is to call fer ene. There are impediments that muat be surmounted. In Central

America, ray delegation _intains that the road the Centadora Group is taking is the

right one. Many of its working groups are now grappling with such prcbleJlS as hClt
.\

to stop aJ:1I8 trafficking and bow to establish effective verification procedures for

predetermined 8J:1IS levels.

A negotiated settlement should not be cosmetic. All protagolllists IlUSt be

willing to ensure compliance within such a compromise settlement.

Hr. VLASCZANU (Romania) ~ The Romanian delegation shares the profound

cencern expressed frOll this rcstrum by mar:.y delegations in conne(,;:t~m'l with tbe

situation in Central America, wbic:b becomes !lOre collplicated this year and where

new signs of tension have accumulated.

we note with regret that ouch a deterioration of the situatian, not only in

Central America but in the w«ld at large, took place in the year solemnly

proclaimed by the united Natiens as an International Year of Peace~ in the context

of which all peoples were called upcn to join in effects to safeguard peace and the

future of humanity, and following the solemn appeal of the General Assembly, at its

fortieth sessien, to Hemer States in dispute to refrain from the threat or use of
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force, frOIl llIly intervention in the internal affair" of other states, and to resor:t

only to peaceful -eans, to negotiation for settling their disputes and conflicts.

Developalents in Central America and else_ere mow that the General ASseJd)ly's

appeal has yet to be heeded and translated into action aillled at reducing the focal

points of tension and conflict, so as to pave the way for: a relaxed atmosphere, to

open real ~cspects for peace, understanding, co-operation and security for all.

This should strengthen even further our convicticn that the only way is through

reascn, and t:hat it is incu:f'Jent upon us, as responsible Members of the United

Nations and of the international COIIDlWlity, to seek with determination to halt this

course of events dangerous for a political soluticn to the ~ableDlS wbidl are

confrcn ting us today.

Proceeding from this understanding, frOlB the need to oppose "any action which

endangers the peace and security of peoples, R)mania and President Ceausescu have

repeatedly appealed for reasen, for moderation in international relations, and have

called for bal t.ing, vi thout delay and for gocx1, all mili tary actions and

demonstration of force, for solving all conflicts and disputes through a pEocess of

political negotiation.

In this regard, we believe that the United Nations, acting in accordance with

the principl.es and purpcees of the Cbarter, should intensify its effects to

eliminate policies of force and interference in internal affairs of other States,

to seek a peaceful soluticn to existing ccnfl1cts c including the crisis in Central

America, and to affirm the right of every naticn to a free and independent

development.

We believe that the increased tension in Central America and the danger of an

outbreak of armed ccnflict, with possible involvement from outside the region,

require the continuat~.cn of the efforts for harmonizing the positions of the

interested parties, and an intensification of political and diplomatic actions
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aimed at the conclusicn and signing of the Act of Peace and Co-operation in Central

laerica.

The escalation of tension this year, the military attacks against the

sOl7ereignty, political independence and territorial integrity and stability of

Nicaragua, the 101itical and economic pressure, which have resulted in hWllan and

economic losses and affected the normal eCalomic development of the coun try ,

increase the risk of a regional war and hinder the efforts and dialogue p£OIIIOted by

the Caltadora Group for a negotiated political soluticn to the problems of the

region.

As was rightly pou.ted out by many delegations, sum actions, inc::1uding

granting financial support to ~~ forces, aimed at cwerthrowing the legally

constituted Government of Nicaragua, gravely infringe ulOn accepted norms of

conduct in international relations, violate principles of international law,

represent acts of direct interference in the internal affairs of Nicaragua, and are

a threat to its political independence, sO'lereignty and territorial integrity.

Obviously, all these actions have worsened the general situation in the

regial, increased tension and created new obstacles to efforts to achieve a general

and comprehensive agreement capable of putting an end to foreign interference,

military acticns and policies of force in the regicn, and to promote a proper

climate conducive to peace and co-operation which Nicaragua, the Contadora and

SUpport Groups and other Iatin AIIlerici!ll comtries are actively seeking. These

actions against Nicaragua are also in total disregard of the principles contained

in the Caraballeda Message on peace, security and dellDe::rac::y, adopted by the Central

American countries in the Qlatemala Declaration, in which a just and balMced

solution was pl:oposed to the crisis in Central America, ale likely to ensure the

right of peoples to choose freely their own form of .; x:ial and political life,

wi thout interference in their internal affairs.
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We believe that inunediate ~oessation of all threats and hostile aots against

Nicaragua, total renunoiation of the aots of interventiCln in its internal affairs,

respeot for its sovereignty, independenoe and territorial integrity, aoceptanoe in

practice of the principle of nm-use of force and of other principles which govern

inter-State relations, would reduce tension and c.mtribute to the search for a

political negotiated solutim to the problems of Central America. This is the only

basis for nutual trust, fer achieving an atmosPiere omduoive to peace, seourity

and co-operation for all in Central America.

As is well known, Romania, based on its belief that the problems in Central

America can be solved through peaceful regimal negotiations and dialogue, has

supported from the beginning, and oontinues fully to support, the prooess of

negotiation initiated by the Cmtadora Group. We are confident that with the

setting up of a Support Group, its initiatives are strengthening the peace efforts

in the regim.
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This position of constant support for a political dialogue among the nations,

and for the peace initiatives taken by the Contadora Group and the SUpport Group

bas been affirmed by the President of ROmania on many occaaions, including his

talks and contacts with leaders and representatives of Latin American countries.

Most recently, in an interview granted to the M!x1can magazine MWldo Internacional,

the President pointed out that the vital problems of Latin America relate to its

independent eCalomic and social development, and to a permanent end to any

interference in their internal affairs. In this framework we highly appreciate the

activities of the Caltadora Group directed to solving the problems of Central

America.

We have always stressed in this connection the importance that should be

attached to respect for the right of every people to decide its own fate, without

outside interference, to the elimination of force and the threat of force, and of

relations of domination, inequality and inequity, and to the settlement of all

disputes through negotiation, with due regard for the right of every people to

freedom, independence and sovereignty and to socio-ecalomic development in

conformity with their own interests and aspirations.

We consider that the principles of international law and the norms of cooduct

in inter-State relations must be strictly respected and that all forms of pressure,

including eCalomic blockade and any other form of outside interference in the

inter nal affa ir s of Cen tral lWer ican COUDtr ies, should be ended.

In this spirit we expcess our solidarity with the Nicaraguan people in their

struggle to defend their right to free social and economic developnent, without

outside interference, in order to strengthen their independence. At the same time,

we are in favour 1)f a negotiated settlement of the problems between the United

States and Nicaragua and among the various States in Central America.
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Expressing its solidarity and support for the just cause of the Nicaraguan

people, the ROmanian people demands that an end should be put to any interference

in the internal affairs of other States, and resolutely cClldemns any kind of

lnfr ingement of the norms of justice and international legality and of the

principles of the united Nati/ons Charter.

The Romanian delegation is also in favour of the intensification of the

political activities of the states of Central America directed towards finding a

negotiated soluticn of the conflict in the region, and also of their efforts to

take fur~er action, in ccnjunction wi th the Ccntadora Group and the support Grour;,

to bring about the final oonclusicn, signature and application of the Ccntadora kt

on Peace and Co-operation in Central America.

We support the appeal made from this rostrum to all parties involved to

refrain from doing anything that might impede the negotiating process, and to

contribute to a climate of understanding conducive to advancing the cause of the

peoples in the regicn.

We consider that in relaticn to the positive efforts directed to the peaceful

settlement of the Central American situation the General ABsenOly should voice its

unanilllOus support for this process of negotiaticn, and press for its oontinuaticn

and finalizaticn. we fully support the draft resoluticn, which respcnds to these

requirements, and all other efforts to make that peace in Central America become a

reality.

Mr. ANDRADE DIAZ-DURAN (Guatemala) (interpretaticn froJQ. Spanish) ~ The

General Assellbly of the U1ited Nations, in discussing the question of the situation

in Central America, is dealing with two aspects~ threats to international peace

and security, and peace initiatives. As in past years, the united Nations by
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including the item on Central America in its agenda for the session, is showing the

profound concern of the international coumunity about the crisis which is having

such serious effects in that region.

It is therefore most important that this forum should continue to deal with

and discuss this serious problem so that all countries represented here may gain a

better under standing of the' var ious elements and circumsta!Jces that affect that

s~ =:uation.

Guatemala is well aware of the importance of any action to promote

arrangements cooducive to the restoration of regional stability and the achievement

of the IEosperity of the Central American nations.

In this cootext, it is appropriate to refer to the following comment by the

Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organization:

liThe situation in Central America has steadily deteriorated with the

increasing intrusioo of conflicting ideologies, the attempts to impose

unilateral solutions to the problems of the region and the resort to force.

The tireless efforts of the Cootadora Group, with the more recent backing of

the Support Group, have helped in preventing the outbreak of a generalized

conflict, but agreement which would bring peace to the region is yet to be

achieved. I believe that only by insulating the Central American situation

from the East-West conflict and seeking a Latin Amer iean solution that takes

account of the ecooomic and social needs of the area can a genuine settlement

be achieved. This requires the support of all countries with interests in the

region." (A/41/l, p. 5)
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We also wish to recall that from the very first moment when the General

Ass8llbly dealt with the Central American question in 1983, it affirmed the right of

all the cOtmtries of the region to live in peace and to decide their own future,

free from all outside interference or intervention, condemned any attack on the

sovereignty, the independence and territorial integrity of the States of the

region, and urged them to refrain from using pressure or violence against eadl

other. The Assemly also reaffirmed the Validity of the principles enshrined in

the Charter as a means of ensuring coexistence and peace among the peoples.

Similarly, in subsequent years the General Assemly reaffirmed its support for

the peace initiative of the Contadora Group, endorsed a year ago by the SUpport

Group.

In spite of the sustained negotiating efforts within the framework of

Contadexa, the situation is tending to deteriorate further. Friction has

increased, and a ser les of adcU tional elements and special circumstances have

rendered the attainment of agreements leading to the relaxation of tension and to

peace in the area more difficult.

The CCXltadora initiative has been hanp!red by a variety of unfavourable

factexs which adversely affect the possibility of purSUing a constructive dialogue

with a view to permanent co!llllunicaticn between the parties and the eventual

conclusion of specific agreements.

This is the pcecise reason why now, more than ever, it is necessary to

strengthen that process, to encourage and stimulate it so that it may continue to

be enriched by new contributions. In particular it is for the Governments in the

region to show by their actions that they are praupted by a real des ire to find a

soluticn and that good will, and above all good faith in the negotiations, should
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enable all of us to adopi: foe_las of accoJllllOdation which coulCl pit an i..Cliate

stop to the continuing c1eteriOl'atiOft of the situation. Tt.e anCl again we have

_phuizeCl th~ imperative neecl for greater flexibility in the various positions

~ken, and for everyone sittingaroun4 the negotiating table not only to uke

proposals anCl demands, but also to know how to yield and make concessions. It is

nothing less than the peace of our peoples that is at stake here, anCl consequently

each and every ene of our GoITernment8 has a great responsibility that calls for

sacrifice.
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Guate_la wishes to reaffirm emphatically in this forulI its resolute and

unconditianal support for the Ccntaaora process. Those of us who have lived at

close quarters with and participated actively in the Cantadcr:a initiative can state

authocitatively and categorically that that mediatian has been objective and that

those good offices have been rendered generously and consistently. We Central

l\Ilericans have been listened to, suggestions have been 1li8de to us and proposals

have been put forward - always with a respectful attitude and accaapanied by

creative initiatives. several years of patient negotiation have prevented a

generalized military' ccnfrcntatian and opened up the possibility for us to find for

ourselves the course thl!t will enable us to overcolIe our differences. I take this

opportmity to pay a gratefUl tribute to the Governments of Venezuela, ~xico,

ColOllbia, Panama, Peru, Brazil, Argentina and uruguay.

A few days ago the sixteenth regular sessiCXl of the general assellbly of the

Organization of American States, our mst representative continental entity, was

successfully concluded in Guatemala. That assembly discussed and dealt with the

itea under discussion here today. I can assure representives that the statements

were ctuu:acterized not ally by frankness but also by substance and sincerity.

There were difficult moments, but among all participants, at all times, a spirit of

conciliatiCXl prevailed, ibich is why it was possible 'to adopt by acclalll/ltion a

resolution wbic::h, because of its far-reac::hing importance, I shall now read out.

The General ASs,ellbly decided'

-1. To take note of the comunic:ation of the Foreign Ministers and

recognize the praiseworthy efforts mdertaken by the Ccntadora Group and the

SUpPer t Group to br ing about peace in Cen tral AlDer iea;
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82. To reiterate its support for the peace initiatives of the CClIltad«a

Group and the SUpport Group and urge all States to continue to give them their

resolute support;

83. '1'0 request. the CClIltadora Group and the SUpport Group to persevere in

their valuable efforts in f_our of peace in Central America;

1'J14. '1'0 request the CClIltadora Group and the SUpport Group to subllit to

the seventeenth regular sessiClll a co1UlunicatiClll on their peace-making

initiatives. 8

This shows that we are all aware that it is essential to continue to strive to

achieve the Clbjectives to _iell we all aspire. It is therefore opportme to recall

and emphasize the importance of the Document of a>jectives, which the Central

Americans adopted by consensus at the presidential level in septe~er-octClber 1983

and which faithfully reflects the aspirations of the Central American peoples. The

21 points in that historic document - _ich is, incidentally, the cnly cme so far

to be apprO'led without reservations by the five Governments - refer clearly to the

flmdamental aspects of political, security, economic and social mattet:s. Guatemala

is Q)nvinced that no effort should be spared to bring about the 9!nuine

reconciliatiCXI at both the sUbregional and the internal level of our countries.

The pcinciples of nCXI-interference in the internal affairs of other States and of

the self-determinatiCXI of peoples must be strictly respected, but we believe that

it is equally important that peoples should be able freely to determine their own

future. This means that they must have the possibility of choosing the system of

Government they wish, without limitatiCXIs or pressures of any kind, in full freedom

and with respect for political and ideological pluralism and f.mdamental human

rights.
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The active neutrality practised by Guatemala is intended to make a positive

contribution in the region. We have been careful to maintain a balanced and

cautious attitude, while attempting to be constructive and to assist and supplement

the Cootadora effort. That is why President Vinicio Cerezo convened a meeting of

Central American Presidents some lUOOthS ago in the Villa de Esquipulas~ a place

steeped in history and tradition in the frontier zone of three friendly countries.

At that meeting a draft constitutioo for a Central MIlerican parliament - its o~

autonomous forum - was considered. This is intended to facilitate the discussim

of common problems and the means of their SOlution. We very nuob appreciate the

fact that this initiative was welcomed and encouraged enthusiastically by the

CCXltadora and support Groups. We have worked on this idea with enthusiasm and

there have been regular meetings at the Vice-Presidential and Foreign Minister

level. A technical committee is now drawing up specific proposals for

consideratim by Governments so that eventually they may take a political decision

to set up that parliament.

In spite of the foregoing, we are convinced that dialogue and communication

have become more difficult of late.

Guatemala has continued to develop various initiatives to reactivate the

CCXltadora process. Two weeks ago our Foreign Minister, accanpanied by the Deplty

Foreign Minister, visited the Central American countr ies to urge their Governments

to resume the discussions prolOOted by Cmtadora. The reaction of the GOI7ernments

was positive, althOUgh some said thaio favourable conditims must first be created,

ltIhich they said, could be achieved by avoiding simultaneous, parallel discussion in

different bodies of the problems of Central America. In this conte~:t I would

recall that the Governoent of Guatemala, in a communication addressed to the

CCXltadora and Support Groups a few months ago, stated, inter alia:
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-the Gcwernment of Guatemala endexses the assertion in the BBquipulas

Declarati6ft to the effect that the Ccntadora process is the best political

means available to Central Aaerica thus far for the achievement of peace and

democracy and the reduction of tension.

-For that reaaon it has welcomed the decision of the CCXltadora

Governments to continue to make their invaluable contribution to the process

of diplomatic negotiations now tmder way. In keeping with the letter and the

spirit of the Bsquipulas Declaration the Government of Guatemala believes that

it is of the highest importance that the Act on ~eace and co-operation in

Central America be fully implemented ••• -

In ccnfirming its support for the Contadexa initiative, Guatemala also wishes

to state that United NatiCXlS action is a valuable contribution to the efforts of

the international community, _ich is determined to avoid a conflagration in

Central America and to achieve, in keeping with the principles and tene J of the

O1i ted Na tions Char ter, a ca1lpr €!hens ive , in tegra ted, nesotia ted solution by

political and diplanatic means, without violence or foreign interference, which

would ally complicate the situatiCXl and make it more difficult. We also

unreservedly support the appeal whim this Assembly has addressed to states to

refrain from any military ex other action designed to exert political pressure in

the area, and, in particular, the request to all States with ties to and interests

in the regiCXl to co-operate in efforts to bring about a peaceful solutiCli'lo
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we must point out that, beyand the political md security p.toblems, Central

America ia experiencing tl1e worst economic crisis of the last three decades. The

secretary-General was correct men he stated in bis report en the situation in the

regim that real per: capita income bad decreased by tile end of 1985, in the case of

some countriea of the region, to levels that had been reamed in the 1960s, and

that savings MU investments had declined by over 40 per cent between 1918 and

1985. Be noted too that during the same period terms of trade had fallen by almost

50 per cent and that the value of exports had dropped by 25 per cent.

I wish to stress ~e integrationalist goals of Guatemala and of Central

America as a whole~ even in the present situation integration remains the best

stl"';~f;egy for promoting mderstanding and, especially, joint development of our

regime Despite the adverse effect of the crisia on the process of integratial,

significant ties of ecooomic interdependence and common interests generated by that

process, have preYen resistant to some of the effects of tension and have even

lessened the seriousness of the crisis to some degree. That is why we Central

Americans welcome tile initiative of the secretary-General regarding the forllUlation

of a co-oremated plan of large-scale assistance to the five countries of the

regial in order to help their Governments overcome the pcesent econemic crisis.

Finally, Guatemal~ a~peals to the Central lWedcan Governments to reinvigorate

the Caltadora negotiating process in a spir it of solidarity and co-<)peration.

Rigid and dogmatic positions do not prOllDte negotiated agreements, Great

flexibility and great political will are required. OUr peoples de!und that we act

responsibly and wisely. Equivocation Ol hastiness could be tragic and could have

unforeseeable consequences. Let us reflect calmly and in the knCMlege that no one

is the sole master of truth. We must therefore be prepared to make nutual
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concessions in order to realize the highest values to which man aspires: peace,

justice, democr acy and integr ated developlient. It is up to us in'Cen tr al lmleriea

to decide for ourselves and to forge our own future.

The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the debate on this

item. I call now on the representative of Venezuela to introduce draft resolution

A/41/L.34.

ME:. AGUILAR (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): As the Assembly

concludes its debate in the item relatwg to the situation in Central America, we

remain convinced that a speedy solution of the conflict in that part of our

continent is one of the greatest Calcerns of the international community.

~re0\7er, statements in the debate have testified to the great support enjoyed by

the Contadora Group and its SUpport Group as the appropriate machinery to proJOOte a

positive end to the Central lmleriean crisis.

Prompted by the prevalent spi.rit of our debate, and on behalf of the sponsors,

the delegations of Argentina, Brazi!, Colonbia, fexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, and

Venezuela, I wish to introduce draft resolution A/41/L.34.

The primary source of inspiratial for the text before the Assenbly was the

decisim adopted at the sixteenth session of the general assembly of the

Organization of American States (OAS), held last week at Guatemala City, with the

support of all the states members of that regional body th~re represented. l'he

imperative of averting war in Central America and defending peace at any cost was

the basic motivation of the sponsors in submitting this draft resolution.

The preanbular part unequivocally reflects cardinal principles on which any

peace process must be based, approached from an essentially Latin lmler iean - and

specifically Central American - point of view. It reaffirms the purposes and
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spirit of pcevtous seourity CO\Wlcil and G~laral As8ellbly resolutions. It ruffir.

mre particularly the right of all the countries of the Central American region to

live in peace and seourity, free £rOIl outside interference, and it urges all

interested States in and outside the region to abide by the urgent appeal of the

seourity Counoil to co-oPerate fully with the Ccmtador:a Group, througb a frank and

oonuuotlve dialogue, so as to achieve solutions.

An illportant element of the pr:ealllbular part of this draft resolution is the

reference to the international co_unity's effeotive support for the Contadora

Group's peace efforts, support .iob has stillUlated these efforts, whiob have been

strentbened since last year by the invaluable support of the Lima Group, composed

of Argentina, Brazil, Peru and uruguay.

Tbo sponsors also felt it proper to stress an important aspect of General

As8elllbly resolution 39/4, .iob urged eaob of the five Central American GoVernments

to speed up its consultations with the Caltadora Group with the riill of bringing the

negotiatial pcooess to a oalolusicn and to respeot fully the purposes and

pcinciples of the Caltado1'8 Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America. In

recalling seourity Counoil resolution 562 (1985), we bave stressed the Counoil's

appeal to all States to refrain from carrying out, supporting or promoting

po1:l.tioal, eoonollio or military aotions of any kind against any State in the region

which llight impede the peace abjeotiv~s of the Caltadora Group.

Tbe draft resolution also takes aooomt of the right of the peoples of Central

AIIerioa to acbieve peace, developaent and justice without outside interference, in

aooordanoe with their: own decision and their own bistorioal experience, and without

saer: ificing the pr: inoiples of self-determination and non-intervention.
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The last put of the pceubulu put of the draft resolution eloquently

reflects concern about the deterioration in the Central lIlerican situation cmd the

possible outbreak of a wu *icb could bave serious consequences for the rest of

the continent. We, the sponsC!C8, are fully convinced that all _mers of the

international COJUlWlity share oar view about the gravity of the situation, as

stated by the Ilbreign Ministers of the CGfttadora SUpp()rt Groups in their

Declaration of 1 OCtcber 1986.

To turn nO": ':D the operative part of the draft resolution, which I have the

hGftour to introduce, paragraph 1 reaffirms tile conviction that the glcbal,

coDIpCehensive and negotiated solution of the conflict in Central America requires

that all states fully respect the principles of int~national law enshrined in the

Cbarter of the United Natioos.

The next two paragraphs refer to the peace initiative of the Cmtadora SUpport

Groups, micb are requested to persevere in their efforts with the resolute support

of all States.

We trust that, as an expression of their interest and desire to assist in the

e,c:hievelllent of peace in Central America, all MaDber States will suppcxt the draft

resoluticn I bave introduced, so that it can be adopted by consensus. Of course,

we hope that the Assembly will express its agreement at this session, if possible.

Tbe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now proceed to take a decision on draft

.t'esoluticn A/41/L.34. May I take it that the Asselllbly wishes to adopt this draft

resolution?

Draft resolution A/41/L.34 was adopted (resolution 41/37).

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those representatives who wish to

explain their position on the resolution just adopted.

May I resina Members that statements are limited to 10 minutes ana should be

made by representatives from their seats.
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Mr. \"OST (alited States of A'lIerieah Today·S consensus repc••enta an

affirmation of the need for puce ane r.1alogue in the Americas. All of WI in this

hemiSphere have again affiraed our commitment to resolving differences within the

region in a regiO'llal framework and without C1UtBicSe inteNentiClfto

Today'S draft resolution underscores the desire for co-operation expa:e8se4 in

the resolution appr:O'Ied on 14 NO'Ielllber by the orgllllization of American Stat:u.

The participation of my country in the consensus adoption of this draft

resoluticn lauds the spirit of democracy sweeping Central AIledea. Tbe reference

to self-determination reinforces the crucial role of dellOerac:y in allOlfing citizens

to choose their leaders through freely-ccntestea fair elections. we are glad to

see all of the Central American countries joining in support of this call for

constructive dialogue.

The United States l'6118in8 coDlDitted to thr 1983 Contadora DQlCUEDt of

O»jectives. We welcome initiatives from all nations to encourage the effact of the

COntadora support Groups to produce an agreement: that achieves the colIPreben8ive,

verifiable and sim~t_eous implementation of these points, so that all the peoples

of Centr al Amer ica can iive in peace and secur i ty •

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those representatives who wish to

speak in exercise of the right of reply.

May I remind Members that, in accordance with Gen.-a1 AssUlbly decision

34/101, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 rainut. for

the first intervention and to 5 minutes for the second, and should be _c1e by

representatives for their seats.

Mrs. AS'lORGA Gi\DEA (Nicaragua) (interpretation froll Spanisbh The vi....

of the more than 55 countries wbich have taken part in the discussion of this

important item have been so eloquently expressed that we doubt whether there is any

need to respcnd to yesterday's statement in exercise of the right of reply and to
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(Hr. ABtai'va Gadea, Venezuela)

the stateaen~ _de to4ay by the A1Iedcan delegatiOft, since other countries have

Repeesentatives of the var: 10UB oountr ies taking par~ ln the debate have

_pb.bed the need to r.pec~ the pclnc1ples and nor_ of in~ernatlonal law, and

in pardcular the pcinciples of nen-lntervention and self-determinadon, in the

qu.~ fcx a solutiOft to the Central AIIerican probl_. There is no n.eed to say who

ls the _in violator of thes_ principles and nor_. Baseless a~tack.,

di81nfoc_~icn and li. CIIMO~ cOftceal tha~ truth, nor Ule share of resp0n8:lbili~y

whieb the unlted States bellI'S for the situaUOft prevailing in our region.

Tbe adoptiOft a few mlHllts ago of the draft resolution subJli~ted by ContadCll:a

18 proof, too, of the willingness of all countries represented in this forum to

rHolv8 tile proble_ of Central AJledca through negotia~ion withou~ foreign

1nterf.r~ce•

unfortunately, bowever, one of the major defects whieb acme United states

MIIinistrations have bad - and the presen~ Ofte suffers froll it in a parUcululy

alulling and dangerous way - is the inability to learn frOlll the mistakes of the

paa~ anc! to accept the natural cbange;.'l of bistcxy. we think that the present

leaders of the Qlited states oould benefit from a review of their own history of

revolution and struggle foe &tmeraay, fOlt it would enable them to \Blderstand the

Central AIIerican pbuOEnon. I~ was in that context that we quoted Patrick Henry's

well-known words of 1775 befoce the Virginia Parliaaent. If the blindness of

8uperiority and militarisUc designs did not distort their vision, they wonld

GUily see that the CO\Blter revolution - whic:b they created, finance, train and arm

to overthrow the legiU1IIlte Nicaraguan Government - bas more in oollllOn with

Benediet Arnold, the traitor m the thited States, than with the founding fathers

of the 1lIIIer lean nation.
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(Nr. AlIter. Gadea, Ven_uela)

'rh. repc••tati.,e of th. ttli~ States said in hi. etateMllt teday that be

considers ther. is bope for a bet.ter future for Central AIIerlca and Nicaragua. My

comtry is of tile .... v1ew. Tbe freecbl, cSellOcraey, .elf-cSeteEllIinaticn _d

sOlV...lgnty of our COUftuy ia, and will continue to be, a reality. 'l'O that end, .e

Nicaraguans bave fOllgbt for 80 many years and will centlnue to defend ourselves

aga~st fOl:eign intervention. Tbe united States slllply forgets that the history of

Nicaragua and i t8 futUl'e dwelopaent &Ee in the banda of tile NlcaJ:aguans and that

its llUC8nary UIIY, tile contra, ••ely I:ep:esent the SO.:).an past of terl:cx ancS

deatbJ that the type of cSelDcracy that the cmuas l:epz:eBent wu the ene .mder

wbieb we suffel:e4 during five yeal:8 of SOml:a's dlctator8blp "bleb wu supported by

the QlitalS States of Med,ca,. and tbat, en 19 July 1919, for the first tl_ in ita

blstol:Y, OUl: ..11 nation was offe~.d the possibility of being fl:ee, scweJ:eign and

independent,' an4 of buUding a aellOcratic society.
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(Mrs. Astorga Gadea, Nicaragua)

Lack of historical aemory leads the United States to forget even more recent

events, such as the efforts made by Contadora in the past three years since the

adoption of the document of objectives in 1983, which Nicaragua, of course, signed,

ratified and continues to support. Since then, oontadora has submitted to the

Central American Governments for their consideration two versions of the Act on

Peace and CO-operation in Central America, which only Nicaragua viewed in positive

terms and which, on the other hand, the united states prides itself on having

blocked. It is deeds, and not words, which show who is for peace and who has opted

for war.

M¥ delegation has listened carefully to the statement by a Central American

country in this debate to the effect that ",ts Government would be prepared to put

an end to the presence of military advisers in its country if my country were to do

the same. We are gratified by that statement if it implies a change of ~ttitude on

the part of that country in relation to its previous position. Nicaragua confirms

its desire that Central America should become an area free from foreign military

presence. COntadora has made a very specific proposal on this point and Nicaragua

has accepted it. If it is also accepted by the other Central American countries,

we should meet under the auspices of COntadora to conclude the necessary

agreements. Nicaragua is prepared to attend a meeting convened by COntadora to

deal with this or other aspects of the Central American problem. We hope that the
"

other Central American countries will express the same willingness. Peace in

Central America depends on the political will of all of us.

Hr. GVIR (Israel): Although my delegation had not intended to intervene

today, the interjection of totally extraneous and unwarranted elements into the

discussion by a certain Member State now compels me to do so.
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once again this ao~ning, one country - and I sball ~efrain f~c. naming it ­

followed its usual abusive custa. of injecting its own narrow and transparent

political interests into the Gene~al Assembly's debate. Of course, these interests

are not ~elevant to the issues we are gathe~ed here to discuss. ~ Obst~ucting the

cou~se of this debate with such matters that country underained the progress of the

discussion and, in effeet, held the Assembly captive. I should like to point out

that that countll.y, which ~evels in such abuse, is allOng the worst offenders against

international peace. Its financial logistical, diplomatic and ideological support

of inte~national terrorists have produced some of the most ho~~e"doua acts of

terror in the world today. It has recently been caught ~ed-handed in attempting to

carry out more of these horrors.

Many international terrorists find a welcome home in the heart of Central

America. It is no coincidence tbat the PLO, the spearhead of modern terrorism and

the world's foremost terror group, has a long-standing and intimate relationship

with at least one country in the region. But the~e are other forums in our

Organization where such topics are and should be discussed. The General Assembly

is not one of them. We should, therefore, have avoided such empty and eztraneous

rhetoric in tt~is important debate and restricted it to the question of peace and

security in Central America.

'!'he PRESIDENT: This concludes our consideration of agenda item 42.

The meeting rose at 6.25 p.m.




